
CINCINNATI: Hyun-Jin Ryu threw seven shutout
innings and the visiting Los Angeles Dodgers won the
finale of a three-game series against the Cincinnati Reds
8-3 on Sunday afternoon. Ryu (6-1) has not allowed a run
in his past 31 innings. He gave up five hits against the
Reds, struck out five and walked one, lowering his ERA to
a major league-leading 1.52. Alex Verdugo had two hits
and three RBIs, Cody Bellinger and Russell Martin home-
red, and Joc Pederson scored three runs for the Dodgers.
Reds starter Tanner Roark (3-3) went five innings, allow-
ing two runs and two hits. He struck out seven and walked
three. Jose Peraza and Derek Dietrich hit back-to-back
homers with two outs in the ninth to account for all the
scoring for the Reds, who were trying tin win their second
consecutive game in the series after the Dodgers won the
opener Friday.

CUBS 6, NATIONALS 5
Albert Almora, Jr. was 3-for-3 with a walk and scored

twice, Anthony Rizzo hit a home run, and Kyle Hendricks
won his third decision in a row as Chicago held on to beat
host Washington. The Cubs have won 15 of their last 20
games while Hendricks (4-4) gave up four runs on six hits
with two walks and four strikeouts in 5 2/3 innings after
not allowing a hit until the fifth inning. Chicago scored a
run in each of the first four innings and led 6-1 at one
point. Hendricks, in his previous three starts, went at least
eight innings and allowed one run or less each time.

RED SOX 4, ASTROS 3
Xander Bogaerts’ hits scored Mookie Betts twice in

three innings, and host Boston averted a series sweep at
the hands of red-hot Houston at Fenway Park. Bogaerts
delivered the game-winning hit with two outs off Astros
left-hander Framber Valdez (1-2) in the seventh inning,
scorching a double to center field that scored Betts from
first base. Houston had its 10-game winning streak
snapped.

YANKEES 13, RAYS 5
Pinch-hitter Thairo Estrada highlighted a seven-run

sixth inning with a two-out, bases-clearing double and
New York beat Tampa Bay in the rubber game of a three-
game series at Yankee Stadium. The Yankees took their
second straight weekend series from Tampa Bay. New
York also won for the seventh time in its past 10 games
after sending 11 men to the plate and producing five walks
and four hits in the sixth against three pitchers. The
Yankees led 8-5 when Estrada batted for Gio Urshela
against Casey Sadler. He extended the lead to 11-5 by lin-
ing a double to left field on a 2-1 sinker that stayed up and
over the plate.

RANGERS 5, CARDINALS 4 (10 INNINGS)
Nomar Mazara’s sacrifice fly in the 10th inning capped

a back-and-forth game and lifted host Texas to a win over
St. Louis. The Rangers took two of three from the
Cardinals and have won four of five. St. Louis has lost four
of five and is 5-13 this month. The Cardinals took the lead
in the 10th when Harrison Bader hit a leadoff double
against Jeanmar Gomez (1-0), went to third on a ground-
out by Paul Goldschmidt and scored on a sacrifice fly by
Paul DeJong. Giants 3, Diamondbacks 2 (10 innings). Pablo
Sandoval slugged a pinch-hit home run in the 10th inning
to lift San Francisco to a victory over host Arizona.
Sandoval took an outside pitch from right-hander
Yoshihisa Hirano (1-2) the opposite way over the left field
fence to lead off the inning. He homered as a pinch hitter
for the second consecutive game. Sandoval’s homer was
the first hit for San Francisco since there were no outs in
the third.

INDIANS 10, ORIOLES 0
Shane Bieber struck out a career-best 15 batters to

highlight his first career complete game as Cleveland
cruised to a shutout victory over visiting Baltimore. Bieber
(3-2) fanned Rio Ruiz to end the seventh inning to eclipse
his previous-best strikeout total of 11, which he set in a 2-
0 win over Tampa Bay on Sept. 11. The 23-year-old went
on to strike out Richie Martin to end the eighth and
Dwight Smith Jr. and Chris Davis in the ninth. Bieber scat-
tered five hits-all singles-and did not walk a batter en
route to posting his first win since April 16 and first at
home in five starts.

MARINERS 7, TWINS 4
Edwin Encarnacion, Daniel Vogelbach and Mitch

Haniger hit home runs as Seattle defeated visiting
Minnesota to salvage the finale of a four-game series.
The American League Central-leading Twins had their
five-game winning streak snapped. The Mariners had
lost their previous three games and 15 of their past 19.
Seattle left-hander Yusei Kikuchi (3-1) went six innings,
allowing three runs (one earned) on five hits. He walked
two and struck out six.

ROYALS 5, ANGELS 1
Danny Duffy allowed one run over six innings to win

his third consecutive start, and Hunter Dozier had a two-
run double as Kansas City snapped a four-game losing
streak with a victory over Los Angeles in Anaheim, Calif.
Nicky Lopez and Adalberto Mondesi both went 2-for-5
with a run scored for the Royals, who won for just the sec-
ond time in their last eight games. Duffy (3-1) allowed five
hits and three walks while striking out five. Scott Barlow,

Jake Diekman, who struck out the side in the eighth, and
Ian Kennedy each pitched a scoreless inning of relief as
Kansas City won only its sixth road game in 22 tries.

PIRATES 6, PADRES 4
Third baseman Colin Moran capped a four-run first

inning with a three-run homer and added an insurance
RBI single in the eighth to lead Pittsburgh to a win over
the Padres in San Diego. Joe Musgrove picked up the
Pirates’ third straight win in the four-game series to com-
plete an unusual double. The winning pitchers in the final
two games of the series-Steven Brault and Musgrove-
were teammates in 2011 at Grossmont High, which is
about a 15-minute drive east of Petco Park. Musgrove (3-
4) held the Padres scoreless on one hit through six innings
before the Padres scored four times in the bottom of the
seventh. Hunter Renfroe hit a three-run homer after a
two-out throwing error by the Pirates’ pitcher.

BLUE JAYS 5, WHITE SOX 2
Vladimir Guerrero Jr. hit a two-run, go-ahead homer in

the eighth inning and visiting Toronto went on to defeat
Chicago. Guerrero’s fourth homer of the season came with
one out after Jonathan Davis led off the inning with a sin-
gle against reliever Kelvin Herrera (1-3). Danny Jansen

added a two-run homer in the ninth and Billy McKinney
also had a solo homer for the Blue Jays.

BREWERS 3, BRAVES 2 (10 INNINGS)
Ben Gamel hit a solo homer to lead off the 10th inning

to give visiting Milwaukee a win over Atlanta. Gamel’s
homer, his second of the season, came off right-hander
Wes Parsons (1-2) and enabled the Brewers to salvage
one game out of three-game series. Atlanta had a four-
game winning streak snapped. Left-hander Josh Hader (1-
3) pitched the final two innings and earned the win. Hader
allowed the game-winning walk-off homer on Saturday.

PHILLIES 7, ROCKIES 5
Bryce Harper hit a tiebreaking home run during a four-

run sixth inning, J.T. Realmuto also went deep, and host
Philadelphia beat Colorado to complete a three-game
sweep. Andrew McCutchen had two hits and two RBIs,
and Andrew Knapp walked three times and scored two
runs for Philadelphia. Edgar Garcia (1-0) faced one batter
to get the win, and Pat Neshek picked up his third save.
Ryan McMahon hit two home runs and Charlie Blackmon
and Trevor Story also went deep for the Rockies, who
have dropped four of their first five on an eight-game
road trip. — Reuters

Asian Boxing
Championship 
to be held in Kuwait
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Boxing Federations Board of
Directors held a meeting chaired by Mohammad Al-
Enezi. The meeting discussed the hosting of Asian
Boxing Championship during the period Aug 1 - Aug
9th, as Kuwait was involved with other countries to
host the event, and finally succeed n signing a contract
with the Asian Boxing Federation to host it.

Meanwhile Chairman of the Board of KBF
Mohammad Al-Enezi expressed his pleasure towards
Kuwait’s return to participate in international events
after being absent for a long time for various reasons.

Al-Enezi thanked the Public Authority for Sports
with its Director General Dr Humoud Fulaiteh and his
Deputy Dr Saqer Al-Mulla for the unlimited support
and major efforts, that had a positive effect in hosting
the event, promising a strong return for Kuwait boxing

in the coming future.
He added that the board is working round the clock

to complete preparations for the championship. He said

there will be more than 20 countries participating, as it
is one of the largest five championships in Asia and
many countries wish to participate in it.
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Dodgers’ Hyun-Jin Ryu runs scoreless 
streak to 31 innings to defeat Reds

CINCINNATI:  Alex Verdugo #27 of the Los Angeles Dodgers hits a RBI double in the second inning against the
Cincinnati Reds at Great American Ball Park in Cincinnati, Ohio. — AFP

Cubs top Nats, take series in Washington

Hazlewood World
Cup snub the right
decision: Langer
MELBOURNE: Australia coach Justin Langer
has defended the decision to leave Josh
Hazlewood out of the World Cup squad, saying
the paceman lacked match fitness as he recovers
from a back injury. Hazlewood, who partnered
left-arm quicks Mitchell Starc and Mitchell
Johnson during Australia’s 2015 World Cup tri-
umph, expressed his frustration last week at first
missing out on a place in the initial squad for
England and then being overlooked as Jhye
Richardson’s replacement.

Richardson, ruled out with a shoulder injury,
was replaced by namesake Kane Richardson, with
Starc, Pat Cummins and Nathan Coulter-Nile the
other pace bowlers picked. “He just hasn’t been
playing any cricket,” Langer said in England of the
28-year-old Hazlewood, who has claimed 72 wick-
ets in 44 ODI matches.

“He’s come off a second stress fracture in his
back and while he’s just starting to get up and
running in the nets now - I think he’s played six
white ball games in the last 18 months - that’s T20
and one-day cricket.

“We know he’s a great bowler. He’s a brilliant
bowler, but it was just such bad timing for him.”
World champions Australia head into the tourna-
ment on the back of an eight-match winning
streak, including series wins away to Pakistan
and India.

Much of the focus on Aaron Finch’s team will
follow former captain Steve Smith and David
Warner, who are back in the squad after serving
12-month bans for ball-tampering. Both played
key roles in the 2015 tournament and have made
plenty of runs in the leadup to England, with
Warner top scoring in the Indian Premier League
and Smith smashing two half-centuries off an
understrength New Zealand in an unofficial
warmup series in Brisbane. Langer said both play-
ers were champing at the bit.

“It’s been hilarious for me, because whether on
the Anzac Cove or in the lunch room or we’re on
the bus playing cards, (Smith’s) just shadow bat-
ting the whole time,” he said. “He loves batting-
he’s shadow batting on the sand, he’s shadow bat-
ting in the shower-I’m not joking.

“They’ve (Smith and Warner) had 12 months to
have a good think about a mistake they and the
team made. I’m sure they’ll be better people for
that.” Australia play their World Cup opener
against Pakistan in Bristol on June 1. The tourna-
ment starts on May 30. —Reuters

Simmons to quit as Afghanistan
coach after World Cup
NEW DELHI: Former West Indies all-rounder Phil Simmons will step down as
Afghanistan coach after the cricket World Cup, saying his goal had been
reached by taking the minnows to the 50-over showpiece.

Simmons, who took over in December 2017, said he will not renew his con-
tract after the World Cup in England and Wales.  “I have thought about it and I
have actually given the ACB (Afghanistan Cricket Board) my notice that I will not
be renewing my contract,” Simmons told ESPNcricinfo.

“I will move on to something different once my contract expires on July 15.”
With Simmons as coach, the war-torn nation clinched a berth in the 10-team
World Cup after beating West Indies in the final of a qualifying tournament last
year. Simmons also guided Afghanistan in their debut in Test cricket in India last
year. They beat Ireland to register their first Test win in March. “I signed up
originally for 18 months and I think I have done a lot in this period. It is time for
me to move on to something else now. To want to get to the World Cup-that was
ACB’s goal at the time they appointed me,” said the 56-year-old Simmons.

“My goal is always to leave things better than when I joined: the way we
practise, the way we think about the game, the way we assess other teams. I’ve
tried to help the players in all those areas.” Simmons’ decision to quit comes at
the back of the ACB’s controversial change in the side’s leadership, which
brought an end to Asghar Afghan’s four-year captaincy stint across all formats.

Gulbadin Naib was appointed ODI captain, while Rahmat Shah and Rashid
Khan were put in charge of the Test and T20I teams respectively. Simmons said
that he had not been consulted about by the ACB and the national selection
committee. “No, I was not aware of it. I was not given any reasons. It was the
decision of the Afghanistan Cricket Board and the selectors,” Simmons said.
“How can I take it? I can’t change it. So I have to just get on with what I have to
do and make sure the squad is preparing in the same way I wanted them to pre-
pare barring the (captaincy) change.” Afghanistan will begin their World Cup
campaign against defending champions Australia on June 1. — AFP

ISLAMABAD: Fast bowlers Wahab
Riaz and Mohammad Amir have been
drafted in to Pakistan’s final 15-man
squad for the World Cup along with
middle-order batsman Asif Ali , the
country’s cricket board (PCB) said yes-
terday. The trio will replace Faheem
Ashraf, Junaid Khan and Abid Ali after
selectors spoke with skipper Sarfaraz
Ahmed and coach Mickey Arthur fol-
lowing Pakistan’s 4-0 defeat by
England in their recent ODI series.

Wahab, who has 102 wickets in 79
ODIs, last played a 50-overs match for
his country in June 2017, but selectors
chose the 33-year-old veteran over
Junaid and Faheem, who both struggled
against England.

“Junaid and Faheem had been origi-
nal ly preferred over a few other
bowlers based on their recent perform-
ances and the investment we had made
on them since 2017,” selection commit-
tee chairman Inzamam-ul-Haq said.

“They had the opportunity to
cement their World Cup spots, but
were well  below par in the series
against England even though they were
up against the challenge of bowling on
placid and batsmen-friendly wickets.

“Furthermore, Amir and Wahab give
the fast bowling attack more experi-
ence and support the relatively inexpe-
rienced but immensely talented
Shaheen Afridi  and Mohammad
Hasnain.”

The hard-hitting Asif was picked for
his ability in the middle order, with the
form of Fakhar Zaman and Imam-ul-
Haq keeping fellow opener Abid Ali
out of  the squad, Inzamam added.
“After both first choice openers struck
early form (against England), we pre-
ferred Asif Ali as he brings firepower
to the team that can strengthen our
chances in the tournament,” the former
captain said.

Pakistan play warm-up games
against Afghanistan (May 24) and
Bangladesh (May 26) before starting
their World Cup campaign against the
West Indies at Trent Bridge on May 31. 

Pakistan squad: Sarfaraz Ahmed
(wicketkeeper, capta in) , As i f  Al i ,
Babar  Azam, Fakhar  Zaman, Har is
Sohail, Hasan Ali, Imad Wasim, Imam-
ul-Haq, Mohammad Amir, Mohammad
Hafeez, Mohammad Hasnain, Shadab
Khan, Shaheen Afridi, Shoaib Malik,
Wahab Riaz . — Reuters

Riaz, Amir and Asif named in
Pakistan’s final World Cup squad


