
KUWAIT: Neymar Jr recently launched the fourth edition
of his signature five-a-side tournament and spoke about his
own hopes and dreams. Red Bull Neymar Jr’s Five made an
instant impact in its debut year in 2016, with more than
10,000 teams and 65,000 players in 47 countries, including
Kuwait, vying for overall victory in the world’s biggest five-
a-side football tournament. This time it will be bigger than
ever, with regional qualifiers in more than 60 countries and
over 28,000 teams competing. 

Barcelona’s famous star and Brazilian professional foot-
baller Neymar Junior provides a unique opportunity to
thousands of footballers to participate in the national quali-
fiers kicking off end of the month. Neymar, who was also
announced the best football player of the year in 2015,
invites all players aged 16 to 25 to form a team of five and
join the championship.

After the enormous success and global growth in 2018,
Kuwait will re-host 4 national qualifiers of Neymar Jr’s Five.
The qualifiers in Kuwait will occur over a span of four days;
May14 - 15 at Boulevard Football Fields and May 20 - 21 at
iCorner, behind Kuwait Towers. Eight teams will then head
to the final on May 23, at Marina Crescent Football Fields.

In 2018, over 125,000 players from over 50 countries
battled it out to be crowned World Champions, with
Mexico coming out victorious. Red Bull Neymar Jr’s Five
2019 is set to be even bigger and more players than ever
will get the chance to experience this beautiful game, as

there’ll also be women’s competitions in addition to the
mixed competition in some countries.

This year, more than 40 countries from 6 continents will
be hosting tournament qualifiers, where players will com-
pete with the same dream of making it through the quali-
fiers, to their national final to book a ticket to the World
Final, which will be celebrated for the fourth time at
Instituto Projeto Neymar Jr in Praia Grande, Brazil. 

The 2019 World Champions will win the experience of a
lifetime, with the chance to play against Neymar Jr himself
in Brazil. 

Neymar Jr expressed his excitement about the upcom-
ing tournament saying “I hope you are as excited as I am to
get out there and outplay as many teams as possible.
Gather your team, sign up and I hope to see you and your
friends in Brazil”. 

Last year, 150 teams signed up forsix national qualifiers
in Kuwait, and only Al Aalamiwere lucky enough to repre-
sent Kuwait in the World Final and compete with teams
from all over the world. 

Teams of 5 to 7 players can sign up now on www.ney-
marjrsfive.com for a chance represent Kuwait in Brazil and
meet Neymar!

Red Bull Neymar Junior’s Five Kuwait national final is
held in partnership with Honda, Snapple, Acqua Eva Kuwait
and X-cite by Alghanim Electronics. Media partner, Kuwait
Times, will cover this popular event.  
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Blues whip Sharks to 
take 3-2 series lead
SAN JOSE: The team that sat dead last in the NHL
when the calendar flipped to 2019 is now one win
away from the Stanley Cup Final for the first time
since 1970. That kind of turnaround sounds like a
cheesy movie of the week, but it’s the scenario before
the St. Louis Blues after they blasted the host San
Jose Sharks 5-0 Sunday afternoon to take a 3-2 lead
in the Western Conference finals.

“We’re close,” Blues forward Patrick Maroon told
reporters after the game. “We’re very close right now. I
think the guys know that. It’s in the back of their heads,
but we know that that’s a good hockey team over there,
too, and they’re not going to give up.” The Blues will
look to close out the best-of-seven series Tuesday
when they host Game 6. The winner of the series will
face the Boston Bruins.

Coincidentally, the last time the Blues reached the
championship round they lost to the Bruins-a victory
memorialized by the famous image of Bobby Orr flying
through the air after scoring the Cup-winning goal. St.
Louis made the Cup final in each of its first three sea-
sons but hasn’t returned since.

“It’s gonna be a lot of emotion and it’s important our
players keep it in check,” Blues head coach Craig
Berube said. “Our players have done a pretty good job
of ... focusing. I don’t expect anything different. It’s
important at the start of the game (to be) simple and
direct. Keep your emotions in check and not let them

get out of control.”
Berube’s charges moved ahead in the series with

their most dominating performance of the playoffs.
Jaden Schwartz recorded a hat trick and goalie Jordan
Binnington made 21 saves for his first career playoff
shutout as the Blues claimed their seventh win in nine
road games this postseason.

“If you saw the game, you saw how good every-
one on the team played,” Binnington told Sportsnet.
“Everyone was outstanding, making the right deci-
sions, playing hard and playing disciplined. That’s a
good team win.”

And a costly one for the Sharks. Not only did they
suffer a defeat, but the Sharks suffered through a
war of attrition in what may be their final home game
of the season.

Defenseman Erik Karlsson and forward Tomas
Hertl didn’t play in the third period, while captain Joe
Pavelski left early in the final frame after taking a
hard check.

Karlsson, who appeared to aggravate a groin injury
that limited him during the season, looked nothing like
himself on the game’s first goal. His poor giveaway
resulted in Oskar Sundqvist’s score before the six-
minute mark. From there, it turned downright ugly for
the hosts as the Blues took complete control.

Schwartz’s trio of goals gives him 12 in the playoffs,
one more than he collected through the regular season,
while Vladimir Tarasenko scored on a penalty shot and
added two assists. Tarasenko has collected at least one
point in every game this series.

Now, the Sharks must find a way to recover and win
on the road to force a seventh game at home, which
would be Thursday. “We’ve been here before. We had
to go and win in Vegas (in the first round) to get to a

Game 7,” said coach Peter DeBoer, whose team has
been outscored 7-1 in the last two games. “You’re never
comfortable when your back’s against the wall like that,

but we’ve been there before and found a way. We’re
confident we can do that again.” Sharks goalie Martin
Jones stopped 35 shots in the loss. — Reuters

SAN JOSE:  Martin Jones #31 of the San Jose Sharks makes a save on a backhand shot by Jaden Schwartz #17
of the St Louis Blues in Game Five of the Western Conference Final during the 2019 NHL Stanley Cup Playoffs at
SAP Center in San Jose, California.  — AFP


