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His Highness the Amir and Jordanian King discussed
means to cement deeply-rooted bilateral relations in all

domains to serve the two nations and boost joint Arab
action. They also tackled the latest regional and inter-
national developments of common interest. The meeting
was also attended by National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem, His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and
senior state officials. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah later organized an iftar (fast-breaking)
banquet in the honor of the visiting Jordanian King
Abdullah II bin Al-Hussein and his accompanying dele-
gation. — Agencies 
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His sentiment was echoed by Qais Al-Khazali, anoth-
er prominent Iran-backed militia leader, who tweeted
that a war would be neither in Washington’s nor in
Tehran’s interests.

Tensions between Washington and its Gulf Arab
allies on one side and Tehran and its proxies in the
region on the other, have been flaring for weeks. On
Sunday, US President Donald Trump threatened Iran
in a tweet, raising concerns about a potential US-Iran
conflict. “If Iran wants to fight, that will be the official
end of Iran. Never threaten the United States again!”
he tweeted.

Trump has tightened economic sanctions against
Iran, and his administration says it has built up the
US military presence in the region. It accuses Iran of
threats to US troops and interests. Tehran has
described US moves as “psychological warfare” and
a “political game”. Yemen’s Iran-aligned Houthi
group claimed responsibility for a drone strike on
two oil pumping stations in Saudi Arabia last week.
The kingdom accused Tehran of ordering the attack.
Two days earlier, four vessels, including two Saudi oil
tankers, were sabotaged off the coast of the United
Arab Emirates.

Both Iran and the United States have said they do
not want war. After the blast, Iraqi police special forces
found a rocket launcher in eastern Baghdad’s Al-Sina
district, about 7 km away across the Tigris River from
the Green Zone, and sealed off the area, a police source
told Reuters. Officers were searching for suspects and
an ordnance disposal team from the Baghdad
Operations Command was inspecting the launcher, the
source said.

The Green Zone was regularly targeted by mortars
during the US occupation of Iraq that ended in 2011.
Rockets have occasionally been fired into the Green
Zone since then. The latest such incident was in
September, when three mortar shells landed inside the
Green Zone, causing no casualties. The Katyusha multi-
ple rocket launcher is an inexpensive type of rocket
artillery that can deliver explosives to a target quicker
than conventional artillery, but is less accurate.

Meanwhile, Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif said yesterday the “genocidal taunts” of US
President Donald Trump will not “end Iran”, as tensions
spike between the two countries. “Iranians have stood
tall for millennia while aggressors all gone. Economic
terrorism and genocidal taunts won’t ‘end Iran’,” Zarif
wrote on Twitter. “Never threaten an Iranian. Try
respect-it works!” he added.

The riposte by Iran’s top diplomat follows an omi-
nous warning by Trump, who on Sunday suggested the
Islamic republic would be destroyed if it attacked US
interests. “If Iran wants to fight, that will be the official
end of Iran. Never threaten the United States again,”
Trump tweeted. Relations between Washington and
Tehran plummeted a year ago when Trump pulled out
of a landmark 2015 nuclear deal with Iran and imposed
tough sanctions.

Iranian officials have repeatedly slammed the unilat-
eral US sanctions as “economic terrorism,” saying that
they have impeded the flow of essential goods.
Tensions have risen further this month with Washington
announcing more economic measures against Tehran,
before deploying a carrier group and B-52 bombers to
the Gulf over unspecified alleged Iranian “threats”.

The Trump administration last week ordered non-
essential diplomatic staff out of Iraq, citing the dan-
ger posted by Iranian-backed Iraqi armed groups. On
Sunday a rocket was fired into the Green Zone of the
Iraqi capital Baghdad, which houses government
offices and embassies including the US mission. It
was not immediately clear who was behind the
attack.— Agencies 
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No one knows exactly which night it falls on so
prayers are conducted late into the night for all of the
last then days.  

Attendance at designated neighborhood mosques is
high, and attendance at the Grand Mosque in Kuwait
City reaches about 30,000 during these days. God

instructs us in the Quran to “establish prayer for My
remembrance” (20:14). Just as there is a “minimum daily
allowance” of calories, vitamins and minerals for a
healthy body, the five prayers can be considered the
minimum daily allowance of communication with God
for a healthy spirit.  

Courtesy of the TIES Center: the TIES Center aims at
empower Kuwait’s expats through social and educational
services that promote a positive and productive role in
society, and to facilitate opportunities for intra- and inter-
faith interactions that promote social solidarity. For more
information, you can contact TIES at Tel: 25231015/6;
Hotline: 94079777; e-mail: info@tiescenter.net.

Prayer and
Ramadan...
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Yemen’s conflict is widely seen in the region as a
proxy war between Saudi Arabia and Iran. The Houthis
deny being Iranian puppets and say they are waging a
revolution against corruption. The strikes on Aramco

pumping stations came two days after attacks on ves-
sels, including two Saudi oil tankers, off the coast of the
UAE, which no one has claimed responsibility for.

The UAE has not blamed anyone pending an investi-
gation. Two US government sources said last week that
US officials believed Iran encouraged the Houthis or
Iraq-based Shiite Muslim militias to carry out the
attacks. The Houthis have repeatedly targeted Saudi
cities and oil installations with missiles and drones,
mostly in border areas. Twice, in 2016 and 2017, the
coalition said the group had launched a missile towards
Makkah, but the movement said it was targeting nearby
airports.  — Reuters

Houthis deny 
targeting Islam...
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platform to develop an ecosystem that has benefit-
ted both users and the industry,” it added. Almost half
of the 208 million phones Huawei shipped in 2018 went
outside mainland China, and Europe is the most impor-
tant overseas market where its devices had a 29% mar-
ket share in the first quarter of 2019, technology
research firm IDC says.

The Google loss was likely to cost Huawei all of its
smartphone sales outside China as “device purchasing
is now almost entirely driven by the ecosystem,” indus-
try analyst Richard Windsor said. “Huawei will not lose
access to Android itself, which is open source, but
Android devices outside of China must offer access to
Google services in order to have any prospect of being
sold,” Windsor added.

Google, owned by Alphabet Inc, said it would enact
restrictions on Android updates after US President
Donald Trump added Huawei to a trade blacklist, mak-
ing it extremely difficult for it to do business with US

counterparts. “We are complying with the order and
reviewing the implications,” a Google spokesman said.
Huawei, which is the largest supplier of telecom net-
working equipment, is at the centre of trade tensions
between Beijing and Washington. The United States has
said its gear could be used by China to spy on
Americans, allegations Huawei has repeatedly denied.

Google said its Google Play app store and the secu-
rity protections from Google Play Protect would con-
tinue to function on existing Huawei devices. As well as
restrictions on the software running its devices, Huawei
faces the prospect of losing access to some of the US
hardware suppliers it needs to produce its technology.
Chipmakers including Intel Corp, Qualcomm Inc, Xilinx
Inc and Broadcom Inc have told their employees they
will not supply critical software and components to
Huawei until further notice, Bloomberg reported.

Founder and chief executive Ren Zhengfei said on
Saturday that Huawei’s growth “may slow, but only
slightly” due to the US restrictions and that it would be
“fine” even if Qualcomm and other American suppliers
would not sell it chips. Huawei’s chip arm HiSilicon had
been secretly developing back-up products for years in
anticipation of the unlikely scenario that Huawei may
one day be unable to obtain advanced chips and tech-
nology from the United States, President He Tingbo
said in a letter to staff dated May 17. —  Reuters

Google, Android 
cut Huawei ties...

KASHMIR: Kashmiri Muslims gesture as they pray at the Sheikh Abdul Qadir Geelani Shrine during the holy month of Ramadan in Srinagar yesterday. Muslims around the world abstain from eating, drinking and conducting sexual relations from
sunrise to sunset during Ramadan, the holiest month in the Islamic calendar. — AFP 

RAMALLAH: The Palestinians will not attend a US-led
conference in Bahrain next month that the Trump
administration has cast as a preliminary roll-out of its
plan for them to make peace with Israel, a Palestinian
cabinet minister said yesterday. Washington announced
the conference on Sunday, describing it as an opportu-
nity to drum up international investment for the Israeli-
occupied West Bank and the Gaza Strip, which is con-
trolled by Palestinian Islamist group Hamas. 

The Palestinians, who have boycotted the Trump
administration since it recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s
capital in late 2017, have shown little interest in dis-
cussing a plan that they anticipate will fall far short of
their core demands. Palestinian Prime Minister

Mohammad Shtayyeh said yesterday that his govern-
ment had not been consulted on the June 25-26 gather-
ing in Manama. After the cabinet met, Ahhmed
Majdalani, the social development minister and a mem-
ber of the executive committee of the umbrella
Palestine Liberation Organization, said: “There will be
no Palestinian participation in the Manama workshop.”

He added: “Any Palestinian who would take part
would be nothing but a collaborator for the Americans
and Israel.” US officials have predicted that the event
will include representatives and business executives
from Europe, the Middle East and Asia, as well as some
finance ministers. The economic component discussed
will constitute an unveiling of the first part of the Trump

peace plan, US officials have said.
Israeli leaders have not commented on the confer-

ence. Israel’s finance minister, Moshe Kahlon, said
through a spokesman on Sunday that he had yet to
receive any invitation. Shtayyeh reiterated Palestinians’
demands for a two-state peace deal with Israel entail-
ing control of the West Bank and Gaza, as well as East
Jerusalem as their future capital. Israel calls Jerusalem
its indivisible capital and has said it might declare sov-
ereignty in its West Bank settlements.

The Trump administration has said its still-secret
peace plan would require compromise by both sides.
Since being shunned by the Palestinians, it has cut back
on US aid for them, contributing to economic hardship

in the West Bank and Gaza. “The financial crisis the
Palestinian Authority is living through today is a result
of the financial war that is being launched against us in
order to win political concessions,” Shtayyeh told his
cabinet. “We do not submit to blackmail and we don’t
trade our political rights for money.”

Hamas, shunned in the West for its diehard hostility
to Israel and locked in a more than decade-old power
struggle with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas’s
secular Fatah party, also condemned the Bahrain con-
ference. “We reject any economic and political steps
that aim to implement the deal of the century or to nor-
malize ties with the Israeli enemy,” Hamas official Fawzi
Barhoum said. — Reuters

Palestinians shun US-led conference
June 25-26 event meant to help West Bank, Gaza 


