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An emotional Alain Delon received a prize for his
six decade-long acting career on Sunday as the
Cannes Film Festival shrugged off crit icism

prompted by his views on women and same-sex couples
to give him an honorary Palme d’Or. Delon’s hearthrob
good looks and roles in major movies throughout the
1960s and 1970s made him an icon in France and he was
received with a rapturous standing ovation by the crowd
at a special ceremony at the festival on the French
Riviera. The decision to honor the 83-year-old actor has
been controversial particularly outside France, sparking
an online petition in the United States which achieved
more than 25,500 signatories.

“One thing I’m sure about is that if there’s something
I’m proud of, really, the only thing, it’s my career,” Delon
told the gala. “And this Palme d’Or was given to me for my
career, for nothing else and that’s why I’m happy, and
pleased, and satisfied.” Delon, who received the prize from
his daughter Anouchka Delon, has starred in films includ-
ing Luchino Visconti’s “The Leopard”, which won the top
prize at Cannes’ cinema showcase in 1963. He has inflamed
public opinion over the years, including by declaring his
friendship for French far-right politician Jean-Marie Le
Pen, and has admitted to slapping women. Earlier on
Sunday, Delon stood by some of his views in an interview
with France’s Journal Du Dimanche (JDD) and said other

comments attributed to him had been distorted, as he
added that as an actor, he was irreproachable.

“I’m not against gay marriage, I don’t care: people
should do as they please,” he was quoted as saying. “But
I’m against adoption by two people of the same sex.” “I
said I’d slapped a woman? Yes. And I should have added
that I’ve received more slaps than I’ve ever given. I’ve nev-
er harassed a woman in my life. They, however, harassed
me a lot.” Delon said he was “right-wing, full stop” and
was not a supporter of the far-right.

Great strides?
In the wake of the “Me Too” movement to demand

greater respect and representation for women, which
erupted following a wave of sexual harassment scandals
that rocked the movie industry, the prize for Delon
sparked questions over its timing. “The festival has really
tried to make great strides with their organization and ...
this year they doubled the number of women in competi-
tion,” said Rhonda Richford, a Hollywood Reporter jour-
nalist based in France. “And so I think that doing that on
one hand and turning around and giving this just shows an
error in judgment.” In the run-up to Cannes, Melissa
Silverstein, the founder of women’s advocate group
Women and Hollywood, called out the festival for honoring
“these abhorrent values” with Delon’s prize. Actress Eva

Longoria told reporters at another red carpet party in the
southern French city on Sunday that she “understood how
it could upset some people.”

But Cannes’ festival organizers defended their choice,
saying Delon was “not perfect” but was being recognized
for his acting career. Some fellow actors have also come to
Delon’s defense. “What Alain Delon says is his own busi-

ness, whether we agree with him or not,” said French
actress Virginie Ledoyen, who is president of the jury
handing out Cannes’ “Queer Palm” award for LGBT-rele-
vant films this year. “He’s a magnificent actor who really
shaped cinema.” — Reuters

French actor Alain Delon waves as he arrives to be awarded
with an Honorary Palme d’Or at the 72nd edition of the Cannes
Film Festival in Cannes, southern France. — AFP photos

Chinese director Diao Yi’nan (fifth left) arrives with Chinese actress Wan Qian (third left), Chinese actor and singer Hu Ge (fourth
left), Chinese actress Gwei Lun Mei (sixth left), Chinese actor Liao Fan (fourth right), Chinese producer Li Li (third right) and
Chinese actor Zhang Yicong (second right) for the screening of the film “The Wild Goose Lake (Nan Fang Che Zhan De Ju Hui)” at
the 72nd edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, southern France. — AFP 

French actor Alain Delon poses with the Honorary Palme d’Or
he was awarded during the 72nd edition of the Cannes Film
Festival in Cannes, southern France, on May 19, 2019. 

In a tiny tent on a campsite in the hills outside
Cannes, Christopher and Noe are wrestling with
their tuxedos before heading off in the hope of hit-

ting the festival’s celebrated red carpet. Like dozens of
other cash-strapped fans of the silver screen, they have
pitched up at “Le Ranch”, a campsite just down the
road from the five-star splendor of the Cannes film fes-
tival. The two friends arrived in Cannes on a budget
train ticket earlier in the week after scoping out the
cheapest possible way to make the festival and getting
hold of a free three-day pass that the festival offers to
cinema enthusiasts under 28. 

A 20-minute bus ride from La Croisette, the three-star
campsite has become a popular haunt for festival-goers
who could never afford the eye-watering prices charged
by the town’s hotels, whose rates skyrocket during the
movie extravaganza. That said, this is far from the luxu-
ries of “glamping” or glamour camping-particularly as
this is the wettest Cannes in years.  “It’s much cheaper
than anything else. I wouldn’t have the money to stay in

Cannes,” said Christophe as he struggles out of his tent
in the pouring rain to go for a shower. Immaculately
dressed in a suit and a tie, the pair head down to the
action to take up positions outside the Palais des
Festivals, the main movie venue, where they will stand for
hours in search of tickets for a screening. 

And if they get really lucky, they could even be walk-
ing the red carpet themselves.  “Actually, we spend most
of the day begging (for invitations),” admits Noe with a
grin, amused by the contrast between the “real life” of the
campsite and the star-kissed glamour of Cannes’ cele-
brated Croisette. For Dominique Tallis, who runs Le
Ranch, it’s also the only time of the year when she is
guaranteed a line of people queuing up to use the iron at
the camp site’s laundry.  “In the early morning, I see
women leaving in their beautiful dresses and coming
back with their stilettos in hand and their makeup all
smudged,” she laughs. 

Car park as dressing room 
“It’s a good way of getting back to reality and it’s also

fun,” smiles Yvette Mamalet, clutching sponge bags and
towels as she walks with her husband Roger to the show-
er block where festival-goers are coming and going in
flipflops.  Every two years, this retired couple comes to
Cannes to try and see as many films as possible so they
can have an idea what to show at the community cinema
they run in the southern French city of Toulouse.

With experience, the two have become experts on
how to transform themselves from campers into chic and
classy cinephiles, using their car as a changing room to
put on their finery before climbing the vaunted red steps
of the Palais. In the low-lit corridors of the carpark
underneath the Palais, Roger ditches his jeans and dons
an elegant suit, finished off with a ruby red bow tie, while
in the back seat, Yvette wriggles into a long black dress
with a diamante neckline. A last glance in the rearview
mirror and the couple are ready, heading up to join the
stars as they step onto the red carpet. — AFP

Colin Firth to star in
WWII drama ‘Operation
Mincemeat’
British Oscar winner Colin Firth is set to star in a new

World War II drama as a spy spreading disinforma-
tion to protect Allied soldiers mounting raids

against the Nazis, its producers told media at Cannes
yesterday. The highly anticipated film called “Operation
Mincemeat” is an adaptation of a Ben Macintyre book of
the same name, Variety reported. It is set to go into pro-
duction this year. The movie is set in 1943 as the Allies
plan a multi-pronged assault on Nazi-occupied Europe.
Firth, who won an Academy Award in 2011 for his starring
role in “The King’s Speech”, plays Ewen Montagu, who
tries to throw the Germans off the trail of the massive
Allied invasion force.

“We are delighted that ‘Operation Mincemeat’ has
captured the imagination of distributors all over the
world at Cannes,” See-Saw Films said in a statement.

Variety said the film has sold to distributors across
Europe, Asia and Latin America but its US rights are still
on offer.  Also in Cannes, producers announced that work
will begin this year on the thriller “Lair” starring “The
Mummy” actors John Hannah, Corey Johnson and Oded
Fehr. The film is billed as a “socially conscious horror
movie about an LGBT family embroiled in one man’s
attempt to prove the existence of the supernatural.”
Cannes, the world’s biggest film festival, runs until
Saturday. — AFP

Colin Firth

US model and actress Camila Morrone poses during a pho-
to session for the film “Mickey and the Bear” during the
72nd edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, south-
ern France. — AFP

Outside the Palais de Festival, there are always dozens of fans
looking for tickets. — AFP


