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C a n n e s  S p e c i a l

US film director Quentin Tarantino poses as he arrives for the
screening of the film “The Wild Goose Lake (Nan Fang Che
Zhan De Ju Hui)” at the 72nd edition of the Cannes Film
Festival in Cannes, southern France. 

A still from the movie  A hidden life for American master
Terrence Malick.

(From left) British film producer Rebecca O’Brien, British screenwriter Paul Laverty,
British actress Debbie Honeywood, British actress Katie Proctor, Irish actor Rhys
Stone, British actor Kris Hitchen and British film director and screenwriter Ken Loach
pose during a photocall for the film “Sorry We Missed You” at the 72nd edition of the
Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, southern France.

(From left) Spanish actor Antonio Buil, Romanian actress Catrinel Marlon, Romanian
film director Corneliu Porumboiu and Romanian actor Vlad Ivanov arrive for the
screening of the film “The Whistlers (La Gomera)” at the 72nd edition of the Cannes
Film Festival in Cannes, southern France.

(From left) French actor Damien Bonnard, French actor Djebril Zonga, French
director Ladj Ly and French actor Alexis Manenti pose during a photocall for
the film “Les Miserables” at the 72nd edition of the Cannes Film Festival in
Cannes, southern France.

(From left) US film director Jim Jarmusch and his partner Sara Driver, British actress and model Tilda Swinton, US actor Luka Sabbat, US actor Adam Driver, US singer and actress
Selena Gomez and US film actress Chloe Sevigny pose as they arrive for the screening of the film “The Dead Don’t Die” during the 72nd edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes,
southern France. — AFP photos

From a zombie flick starring Iggy Pop to a tale of
Chinese gangsters who decide to take over a city,
these are the films vying for the top prize at the

Cannes film festival:

Once Upon a Time in Hollywood 
Quentin Tarantino apparently slaved for four months

straight in the editing room to get his odyssey through
Tinseltown’s darkest year in as a late entry for Cannes.
This panorama of 1969 has Brad Pitt as the stunt double to
Western star Leonardo Di Caprio and takes in everything
from Bruce Lee to the sinister tale of cult leader Charles
Manson. Margot Robbie plays actress Sharon Tate, who
was murdered by Manson’s followers.

The Dead Don’t Die 
The poster for Jim Jarmusch’s zombie comedy claims to

have a “cast to wake the dead”-and they are not kidding.
Bill Murray, Adam Driver, Selena Gomez, Tilda Swinton,
Steve Buscemi, Danny Glover and Chloe Sevigny starred
in the opening film alongside musicians Iggy Pop, Tom
Waits and RZA. US indie icon Jarmusch uses the zombie
format for a dark indictment of Donald Trump’s America
and its many addictions, from opioids to consumerism and
social media.

Sorry We Missed You 
Having won the Palme d’Or two years ago with “I,

Daniel Blake”, which showed the devastation caused by
austerity in Britain, veteran director Ken Loach is back
with an indictment of the gig economy. Written by his
long-time collaborator Paul Laverty, it is the powerful sto-
ry of our times, with another Newcastle family battling to
keep their heads above water on zero-hour contracts or
slaving as a self-employed delivery driver.

A Hidden Life 
Two decades after “The Thin Red Line”, American mas-

ter Terrence Malick returns to World War II with a haunt-
ing story of an Austrian conscientious objector guillotined
by the Nazis in 1943. Goosepimples also seem guaranteed
with the final screen performances of the late actors
Michael Nyqvist and Bruno Ganz of “Downfall” and
“Wings of Desire” fame. It is the first time Malick has pre-
miered a film at Cannes since he won the Palme d’Or with
“The Tree of Life” in 2011.

Parasite 
Korean master Bong Joon-ho of “Okja” and

“Snowpiercer” fame is another Cannes regular, famous for
his dark, gripping, genre-bending creations. This time he
tells a tragicomic tale of a poor family’s obsession with a
rich one after their son gets a job as a tutor to the daugh-
ter of a wealthy industrialist. The tale has echoes of anoth-
er South Korean movie, “Burning”, which became an art-
house hit last year after showing at Cannes. With Bong
regular Song Kang-ho (“The Host” and “Snowpiecer”) in
the lead, it also stars Choi Woo-shik of the cult horror hit
“Train to Busan”. 

Matthias & Maxime 
French Canadian wunderkind Xavier Dolan wrote,

directed and plays the lead in his latest drama about a
group of late twentysomethings in his native Quebec.  Of
late, the prolific young auteur-who made a big splash with
“Mommy” and “I Killed My Mother”-has divided critical
opinion. Cannes will be hoping this is a return to form.

The Traitor 
A biopic of Tommaso Buscetta, the first high-ranking

member of Cosa Nostra to break the Sicilian Mafia’s oath

of silence, it stars Brazilian actress and model Maria
Fernanda Candido as his third wife, who convinces him to
spill the beans to US prosectors. Veteran Italian auteur
Marco Bellocchio shot the film in Sicily, Rome, London and
Rio de Janeiro.

Young Ahmed 
Three times Palme d’Or winners Jean-Pierre and Luc

Dardenne return to the scene of their greatest triumphs
with “Young Ahmed”, a tight and tense tale of a teenager
who embraces Islamic extremism. It is set like the Belgian
brothers’ previous gritty slices of working-class life in
their native French-speaking Wallonia, an area that served
as the base for the terrorist cell who carried out the
November 2015 Paris attacks.

Pain & Glory 
Cannes usually only shows world premieres, but the

festival has made an exception for Pedro Almodovar’s most

personal film. Released in Spain and Mexico in March to
almost universal acclaim, it is a psychodrama about the
past catching up with a film director. With a bearded
Antonio Banderas playing the auteur, and Penelope Cruz
his mother, it’s no wonder this is the biggest Spanish film
of the year so far.

Nighthawk 
Having wowed Cannes in 2016 with “Aquarius”, in

which the amazing Sonia Braga shone, Brazilian director
Kleber Mendonca Filho is back with a hard-hitting story
of a human safari in the Amazonian interior.

Mektoub, My Love: Intermezzo 
The second installment of “Blue is the Warmest Color”,

director Abdellatif Kechiche’s trilogy in homage to Sete,
his hometown on the French Mediterranean. Critics were
divided on whether the first part was a sensual feast or
just leery. At four hours, they will have plenty of time to
mull their verdict on this one.

Portrait of a Young Lady on Fire 
Celine Sciamma, who won rave reviews for “Girlhood”,

her 2014 tale of young black girls growing up in the gritty
French suburbs, returns with the story of a painter com-
missioned to do the portrait of a young woman in the 18th
century. The film stars Adele Haenel, one of France’s most
sought-after young actresses.

The Wild Goose Lake 
Diao Yinan, who won the top prize at the Berlin film

festival in 2014 for another crime story-”Black Coal, Thin
Ice”-is the sole Chinese contender with this noir thriller. A
pair of young lovers end up being chased by both the
police and a group of gangsters who have taken control of
a city. 

Oh Mercy! 
Arnaud Desplechin, the whimsical French director of

the 2004 film “Kings & Queens”, is back exploring his
northern home town of Roubaix in his latest feature star-
ring Roschdy Zem, Lea Seydoux and Sara Forestier.

Little Joe 
Austrian-born director Jessica Hausner’s sci-fi chiller

from the near future is a twisted genetic modification
fairytale featuring rising British star Ben Whishaw and
Emily Beecham.

Les Miserables 
French actor-director Ladj Ly, who grew up filming his

high-rise Paris suburb and has previously worked with
street art megastar JR, makes a striking Cannes debut with
this moving story set in the deprived neighbourhood
where the 2005 Paris riots began.

It Must Be Heaven 
Palestinian director Elia Suleiman, who was nominated

for the Palme d’Or in 2002 with “Divine Intervention”
about a love affair across the Israeli-Palestinian divide,
travels to Paris, New York and other cities for this rumina-
tion on a life lived in exile.

Frankie 
US director Ira Sachs casts Isabelle Huppert, Brendan

Gleeson and Marisa Tomei in a film about three genera-
tions of a recomposed family coming to terms with the
impending death of its matriarch during a final holiday in
Portugal.

The Whistlers 
Romanian new wave director Corneliu Porumboiu has a

detective fly from Bucharest to La Gomera in the Canary
Islands to help a criminal escape from prison.

Atlantics 
The debut feature of Mati Diop-the first black African

woman director to compete for the Palme d’Or-is a ghost
story set on a Senegalese building site where the workers
decide to take to the seas in search of a better life. 

Sibyl 
French director Justine Triet depicts a burnt-out psy-

chotherapist who becomes inspired by working with a dis-
tressed young actress played by Adele Exarchopoulos,
star of the Cannes-winning 2013 lesbian drama “Blue is the
Warmest Color”.-AFP

Directors Jean-Pierre and Luc Dardenne.

French Canadian Xavier Dolan.

(From left) French actress Luana Bajrami, French actress
Noemie Merlant, French director Celine Sciamma, French
actress Adele Haenel and Italian actress and film director
Valeria Golino pose during a photocall for the film ‘Portrait Of
A Lady On Fire (Portrait de la Jeune Fille en Feu)’.

(From left) Chinese actor Liao Fan, Chinese actress Gwei Lun
Mei, Chinese director Diao Yinan, Chinese actor and singer Hu
Ge and Chinese actress Wan Qian pose during a photocall for
the film “The Wild Goose Lake (Nan Fang Che Zhan De Ju Hui)”.

(From left) French producer Philippe Bober, French screenwriter Geraldine Bajard, producer Bruno Wagner, French actor Phenix
Brossard, Austrian film director Jessica Hausner, British actress Emily Beecham, French producer Bertrand Faivre and produc-
er Gerardine O’Flynn pose during a photocall for the film “Little Joe”.


