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KUWAIT: Kuwait Association of Surgeons hosted a ghabqa on Sunday at the Four Seasons Hotel. Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah, Kuwait Association of Surgeons Chairman Sheikh Dr Salman Al-Sabah and other dignitaries
attended the event. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah said
the ministry is ready to face any emergency that may occur
in the region, adding that medicines and medical supply
reserves are enough for six months. He said medicines pro-
tecting against radiation are available for citizens and
expats in case of war. The minister was speaking to journal-

ists during a ghabqa organized by the Kuwait Association of
Surgeons on Sunday. He added that many medicines will
arrive soon and the radiation prevention sector is ready.

Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah also said yesterday that the
ministry’s medicine stock is sufficient for six months, not-
ing that the emergency plan prepared by the ministry has
been put in place since last September. He also noted that
the central emergency committee is in contact with the

ministry, and it will receive a new medicine shipment in
the near future. 

Sheikh Basel said the central emergencies committee is
in constant contact with all ministry facilities, and meets
once a month to follow up on the plan, while subcommittees
meet six times a month. “The ministry is ready, although we
do not wish for war. We wish peace and security prevail in
our beloved country and the rest of the region,” Sheikh

Basel said.
Meanwhile, Chairman of the Kuwait Association of

Surgeons Dr Salman Al-Sabah said the association is inter-
ested in training surgeons and sending them on international
training courses, besides caring for the nursing teams and
organizing training courses to hone their skills. He said the
society is also interested in voluntary health work by hold-
ing training courses on health services.
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GENEVA: Kuwait’s participation in the World
Health Organization’s (WHO) General Assembly
gains momentum on an annual basis, said a
Kuwaiti  senior diplomat yesterday. On the
sidelines of the opening ceremony for the WHO
General Assembly held on May 20-28, Kuwait’s
Permanent  Representat ive at  the UN and
Internat ional  Organizat ions  in  Geneva
Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim said that the
relation between Kuwait and the specialized
UN organization was of humanitarian and
strategic natures. He added that Kuwait was
keen on funding many of WHO’s health pro-
grams around the world, noting that his coun-
try was the sole Arab member in the organiza-
tion’s emergency fund.

The State of Kuwait is amongst the chief sup-
porters of WHO’s campaigns in the Middle East
namely the ones championing the vaccinations of
children in war-torn countries such as Syria and
Yemen, said Ambassador Ghunaim. He indicated
that his country was also strongly backing the
international organization’s efforts to combat
Ebola in West Africa and other disaster-stricken
areas. The Kuwaiti  diplomat aff irmed that
Kuwait’s leadership was also keen on cooperat-
ing with WHO, revealing that His Highness the
Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah’s award for elderly healthcare
will be handed on the sidelines of the organiza-
tion’s General Assembly.

Kuwaiti Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel
Humoud Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, who is heading his
country’s delegation to the General Assembly,
will be handing in the award during a ceremony
to be attended by top WHO officials and inter-
national figures. Ambassador Al-Ghunaim said
that General Assembly this year will touch on
efforts to combat non-communicable diseases
such as obesity, cancer, diabetes, heart diseases
amongst others. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait International Bank (KIB) organized a
special girgian celebration for children at Amiri Hospital.
As part of its social responsibility program taking place
throughout the month of Ramadan, the bank distributed
girgian giveaways amongst children, thereby spreading
happiness and putting smiles on their faces.

On this occasion, Senior Manager of the Corporate
Communications Unit at KIB, Nawaf Najia, lauded the
efforts made by volunteer group ‘KIB Heroes’ that were
responsible for organizing the event. During which, the
volunteer group also engaged in friendly conversation and
fun activities with children, as well as distributed a number
of gifts and girgian sweets amongst them.

Najia also added that this initiative came as part of
KIB’s strong commitment to taking part in traditional
events with children during Ramadan, particularly children
who are sick. The Bank is particularly adamant on spread-
ing happiness and bringing hope to their hearts to help
speed up their recovery. Accordingly, each year during
Ramadan, KIB celebrates the joy of girgian with sick chil-
dren and their families.

As part of its leading social responsibility program
which aims at positively impacting diverse segments of
the local community, KIB always strives to organize a
number of visits to community centers and hospitals
across the country.
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