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Preliminary tests show Filipina housemaid
died of natural causes, investigations continue

Interior Ministry suspends vehicle impoundment until further notice
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Following up the recent death of a Filipina
housemaid in Kuwait and claims by the Philippine
government that she had been sexually abused and
murdered, Kuwaiti security sources stressed that ini-
tial examination of the deceased’s body showed that
she died of natural causes and that there was no evi-
dence of a crime. The latest developments in this
regard came as statements were released by the
Philippines presidential palace yesterday that it is
reviewing the agreement signed with Kuwait over the
rights of Filipinos working in the state.  

In this regard, the Manila Bulletin and Inquirer
newspapers said Malacanang announced the need to
review the agreement signed with Kuwait after the
death of the housemaid Constancia Lago Dayag,
adding that the president’s official spokesperson said

any measures would be withheld pending recommen-
dations from the labor minister after what it deemed
as violations of the agreement. 

Notably, despite Kuwaiti reports, the Philippine
media insists that the 47-year-old maid was sexually
assaulted and murdered, with bruises found on her
body, which was denied by Kuwaiti security authorities
who stressed that the maid had been in good terms
with her sponsor’s family. They added that by review-
ing recent calls on her mobile phone, it was found she
had relationships with some Pakistani friends. 

No impoundment 
The Interior Ministry’s assistant undersecretary for

traffic and operations affairs Maj Gen Jamal Al-
Sayegh issued a resolution suspending the impound-
ment of violating vehicles and only imposing traffic
fines till further notice. Security sources said this is a

temporary measure meant to reduce pressure on the
ministry’s impoundment garages.

Heritage village
Well-informed sources said the state property

department at the finance ministry requested evicting
the heritage village project on Abdullah Al-Ahmad
Street, adding that the ministry had not yet provided
the municipality with a copy of the eviction warrant. 

Shuaiba Port 
The Kuwaiti Ports Authority announced that the

State Audit Bureau has approved its contract with
international consultant CH2M to design and super-
vise the project of expanding Shuaiba Port. Acting
assistant undersecretary for marine operations at
Shuaiba Port Essa Al-Mulla said the project is part of
the 2035 vision, adding that the project involves

building new docks to boost the port’s capacity in
terms of vessel sizes and lengths. 

Fourth structural plan 
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) recently

made special remarks about Kuwait Municipality’s
report on the fourth structural plan project (2040),
said informed sources. The sources added the report
stressed that other sectors had to be involved to
obtain more revenues for the state budget, without
defining these sectors. The report also included
remarks concerning Kuwait metropolitan area, namely
in the south, distributing employees according to their
residences, sluggish economic growth due to delay in
attracting direct foreign investments, climate change,
pollution levels, obstacles hindering development
plans and land plots given up by KPC to be used for
other projects. 

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah meets with US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence
Silverman. — KUNA

Kuwaiti Deputy FM meets US Ambassador
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-
Jarallah met with US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence
Silverman yesterday. They tackled during the meeting
relations between Kuwait and the US and the latest
regional and international developments. The meeting
was attended by Assistant Foreign Minister for the

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Ambassador Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad
Al-Sabah, Assistant Foreign Minister for the Deputy
Foreign Minister Ambassador Ayham Al-Omar and
Assistant Foreign Minister for Americas Minister
Plenipotentiary Reem Al-Khaled. — KUNABy Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Farwaniya municipality’s inspection teams
inspected ‘bachelor’ residences in Khaitan, Omariya
and Rabiya, where they filed 59 warning notices to
landlords and responded to four complaints concerning
letting houses to bachelors. 

In other news, the Ahmadi committee at the
Municipal Council yesterday approved a request by the
awqaf ministry to remove the parking of a mosque in
block 2 in Wafra. Meanwhile, it postponed reviewing
another request made by the Kuwait Flour Mills and
Bakeries Company to provide two plots in Wafra and
Abdaly to sell fodder. 

Municipality crackdown on 
Farwaniya ‘bachelors’

KUWAIT: Two Kuwaitis studying in Jordan have
died in a car accident, Education Minister and
Minister of Higher Education Hamed Al-Azmi said
yesterday. The minister expressed his deep sorrow
and condolences to the family of the deceased,

Abdullah Haidar and Adnan Al-Shouli. Kuwait’s cul-
tural attache in Amman is cooperating with authori-
ties to arrange the transfer of the late students, he
said. Kuwaitis studying abroad were urged to exer-
cise caution when driving. — KUNA

Two Kuwaiti students in
Jordan die in car accident

JEDDAH: Kuwait  is  committed to
decreasing oil production as per a deal
struck between global  oi l  producers
aimed at ensuring market balance, a min-
ister said on Sunday. On the sidelines of a
meeting in Jeddah amongst member
nations of global production cartel, OPEC,
and non-OPEC nations, Oil Minister and
Minister of Electricity and Water Khaled
Al-Fadhel said commitment to the deal
was “very big.” He praised this commit-
ment, saying the ministerial talks were
aimed at ensuring a semi-fixed price ben-
eficial to both producer and consumer.
The talks, co-chaired by Saudi Arabia and
Russia, were also attended by Iraq, the
United Arab Emirates, Algeria, Nigeria,
Kazakhstan, Oman, Bahrain, Venezuela,
Libya, South Sudan, Azerbai jan and
Brunei. They come ahead of OPEC talks
scheduled in June in Vienna.

Saudi Minister of Energy, Industry and

Mineral Resources Khaled Al-Faleh said
the acts of sabotage and terrorism that tar-
geted two Saudi vessels and two oil pump-
ing stations last week have had no impacts
on the global oil market. “The Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, which has enjoyed sustained
stability, was the victim of serious sabo-
tage on two back-to-back occasions,” he
said in opening remarks to the 14th Joint
Ministerial Monitoring Committee (JMMC)
Meeting of the OPEC and non-OPEC
countries on Sunday.

“Although the recent acts of sabotage
have not affected our supplies — we call
on our colleagues, as well as global part-
ners, to condemn such deplorable acts of
violence,” the Saudi minister said. “These
acts threaten uninterrupted supplies of
energy to the world and put a global econ-
omy that is already facing headwinds at
further risk,” Faleh stressed. Dealing with
the global oil market outlook, he said,

“Although multilateral institutions have
moderated their forecasts of world growth,
the levels are still reasonably healthy with
the US leading a steady performance while
the Chinese economy started the year fair-
ly strongly. But the growing trade dispute
between the same two leading global eco-
nomic powers (US and China) is casting a
shadow over the global economic outlook.”

This could also have a contagion effect
on other nations, which could show in
weakening oil demand, Faleh said. Urging
the major oil producers to comply with
their respective production quotas, the
Saudi minister affirmed that the global oil
market is well supplied and there is no need
to increase production at present. “Our
shared goal of market stability, which clear-
ly benefits everyone including consumers,
has made the Declaration of Cooperation
credible, responsive, and highly effective,”
Faleh pointed out. — KUNA

JEDDAH: Oil Minister Khaled Al-Fadhel attends the 14th Joint Ministerial Monitoring Committee (JMMC) Meeting of the OPEC and non-OPEC
countries. — KUNA

Kuwait committed to less oil output for global market balance

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Director General of Kuwait Fire
Service (KFSD) Directorate Lieutenant
General Khalid Al-Mikrad assigned an
official delegation headed by Head of
Planning and Information Department and
Kuwait’s National Liaison Officer at the
UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction
Lieutenant Colonel Mushari Al-Fares to

attend the Sixth UN World Conference on
Disaster Risk Reduction, organized by the
Swiss government in Geneva in coopera-
tion with the United Nations. Kuwait’s
Permanent Representative at the UN in
Geneva Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim
received Lieutenant Colonel Mushari Al-
Fares and captain Mohammad Al-Ajmi,
who briefed the ambassador about discus-
sions held at the forum.

KFSD attends UN disaster
risk reduction conference


