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Health Ministry ‘ready’ 
to face any emergency 3 24

Max 40º
Min 27º

Exit polls forecast 
Modi, BJP victory 

Raptors claw back with win 
over Bucks as Leonard stars 28

If Tehran attacks, it will be ‘official end of Iran,’ Trump warns 

Katyusha rocket crashes into 
Green Zone, near US Embassy 

Ramadan Kareem

By Dr Teresa Lesher

IMSAK 03:12
Fajr 03:22
Dhur 11:44
Asr 15:20
Magrib 18:36
Isha 20:05

Prayer and Ramadan

Another Ramadan has arrived and almost two
billion Muslims around the world abstain
from food and drink from dawn until dusk

for an entire month. While this is one of the main
deeds that characterize Islam, there is one that is
superior to the month-long fast:  it is the habitual
daily prayer.  

The daily prayer is the most significant act of a
believer since, according to Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), it is the deed most loved by God and
“Between man and non-belief is the abandonment
of prayer.”  Prayer is an exercise that increases
one’s self-discipline and strengthens one’s faith by
training him to look beyond the illusive qualities of
life on earth. There is a specific sequence and
method for the ritual prayer in Islam, which is pre-
ceded with ablutions.  

Just as one would groom himself before meeting
an important friend, ablutions prepare the Muslim
physically and mentally for his encounter with God.
Every prayer starts with the first chapter from the
Holy Quran, which constitutes what could be called
“the Lord’s Prayer” in Islam. Bowing and prostration
are also essential parts of the ritual prayer, and these
postures are reserved for no other being but God as
a tribute to His supremacy, power and majesty.  

After invoking blessings on God’s righteous ser-
vants, especially Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and
Prophet Abraham (PBUH), the prayer ends with a
greeting of peace. Habitual daily prayers nourish
the soul, strengthen the will and revitalize the spirit.
They are the mainstay of the Muslim’s faith. In
addition to the ritual prayer, the Muslims engage
often in remembrance of God and supplication,
which differs from ritual prayer in that it can be
offered at any time and in any form.  

It is a spontaneous prayer from the heart of a
believer at any moment during his life - in times of
need, in moments of joy, during reflection or strenu-
ous effort. It is informal communication with God, a
“spiritual snack” between the ritual prayers. In
addition to the five daily prayers, there are optional
prayers at night, which can be performed in con-
gregation or in solitude.  Called taraweeh prayers
during Ramadan, they begin daily about two hours
after sunset. 

In addition, qiyamul-layl is prayer that is per-
formed particularly during the last one-third of the
night.  These night prayers become especially
important during the last ten nights of the month as
Muslims anticipate Lailat-ul-Qadr, or the “Night of
Destiny.” It is said to be worth a thousand months
in merit (Quran 97:1-5). It is on the Night of Destiny
that the Quran was first revealed. 
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BAGHDAD: A rocket was fired into the Iraqi
capital Baghdad’s heavily fortified Green
Zone, which houses government buildings and
diplomatic missions, on Sunday night, falling
near the US Embassy but causing no casual-
ties, the Iraqi military said. The attack came
two weeks after US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo warned Iraqi leaders during a sur-
prise visit to Baghdad that if they failed to
keep in check Iran-backed militias, which are
expanding their power in Iraq and now form
part of its security apparatus, the United
States would respond with force.

His visit came after US intelligence showed
Iran-backed Shiite militias positioning rockets
near bases housing US forces, according to
two Iraqi security sources. A US State
Department official noted that there had so
far been no claim of responsibility, and that
no US-inhabited facility was impacted. “But,
we take this incident very seriously,” the offi-
cial said. “We will hold Iran responsible if any
such attacks are conducted by its proxy mili-
tia forces or elements of such forces, and will
respond to Iran accordingly.”

The Iraq military said the Katyusha rocket
fell in the middle of the Green Zone, near the
Monument of the Unknown Soldier. The mon-
ument lies in open ground about half a kilo-
meter north of the sprawling, riverside US
Embassy compound. The blast was heard

across central Baghdad, according to Reuters
witnesses and residents.

The embassy in Baghdad and US con-
sulate in the Iraqi Kurdish regional capital
Erbil has already evacuated non-emer-
gency staff, out of apparent concern about
perceived threats from Iran. Iran’s Iraqi
allies rushed to condemn the attack and
stressed that a war between Tehran and

Washington would be bad for Baghdad and
the whole region.

Militia leader and politician Hadi Al-Ameri,
whose electoral block holds the second
largest number of seats in Iraqi’s parliament,
urged Iraqis in a statement overnight “not to
be the fire that fuels this war” that would
“burn everyone”. 
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Amir receives King of Jordan

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, in the presence of His Highness
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday
received King of Jordan Abdullah II
Bin Al-Hussein, Jordanian Crown

Prince Al-Hussein Bin Abdullah and
their accompanying delegation at
Dasman Palace. During the reception,
the Jordanian guests congratulated His
Highness the Amir on the holy month
of Ramadan. 
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DUBAI: Qatar has not been invited to two regional sum-
mits called to discuss attacks on Saudi oil assets, a
Foreign Ministry official said yesterday. Saudi King
Salman on Saturday proposed holding the two meetings
in Makkah on May 30 to discuss implications of last
week’s drone strikes on oil installations in the kingdom
and attacks on four vessels, including two Saudi oil

tankers, off the coast of the United Arab Emirates.
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and

Egypt have imposed an economic and diplomatic boycott
on Qatar since June 2017 over allegations that Doha sup-
ports terrorism and is cosying up to regional foe Iran.
Qatar denies the charges. “Qatar, which is still isolated
from its neighbors, did not receive an invitation to attend
the two summits,” the director of the Foreign Ministry
Information Office said on Twitter, citing State Minister for
Foreign Affairs Soltan bin Saad Al-Muraikhi. The Saudi
Foreign Ministry and government communications office
did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Saudi Arabia has accused Iran of ordering the drone
strikes and said while it did not want war to break out in
the region, it was ready to respond strongly. The UAE has

not blamed anyone for the sabotage acts against the
tankers pending an investigation and said it was commit-
ted to de-escalation. Iran has denied it carried out either
attack. The UAE on Sunday said that the current “critical
circumstances” in the region required a “unified Arab and
Gulf stance”. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait yesterday welcomed a call by
Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud for holding an
urgent Arab summit in Makkah. Kuwait’s permanent rep-
resentative mission at the Arab League said Kuwait sup-
ports this urgent summit in Makkah. The Saudi King
Salman had invited Gulf and Arab leaders to two emer-
gency summits in Makkah on May 30 to discuss the
repercussions of recent attacks on Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE). — Agencies

Qatar ‘not invited’ 
to emergency Arab 
summits in Saudi 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister said coun-
tries in the Gulf have strengthened coordination to pro-
vide oil to global markets amid increased regional ten-
sions. “It is normal amid this escalation that Kuwait and
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries take these
steps,” Khalid Al-Jarallah told reporters late Sunday on
the sidelines of a Ramadan sit-down organized by the
Iraqi embassy. 

“There is cooperation and coordination between Kuwait
and the Gulf countries to provide guarantees for oil tankers
and continuous supply of energy to global markets.”
Jarallah’s comments come days after sabotage attacks
against tankers in highly sensitive Gulf waters and the
bombing of a Saudi pipeline—the latter claimed by Iran-
aligned Yemeni rebels. Both attacks targeted routes built as
alternatives to the Strait of Hormuz, the conduit for almost
all Gulf exports.

The US Fifth Fleet headquartered in Bahrain said the
six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council began “enhanced
security patrols” Saturday in international waters, in “tight
coordination with the US navy”. Iran has repeatedly threat-
ened to close the strait in case of war with the United
States, which earlier this month announced it was sending
an aircraft carrier and strike group to the region. Kuwait’s
deputy foreign minister said “tension was escalating quick-
ly” but he remained hopeful. 

He added Kuwait was in “constant contact” with its ally,
the US. On Saturday, OPEC giant Saudi Arabia called for
urgent meetings of the GCC and the Arab League to dis-
cuss recent “aggressions and their consequences” in the
region. The two summits are scheduled to be held in
Makkah on May 30. Jarallah welcomed the kingdom’s invi-
tation, saying Kuwait was keen to take part in discussions
on issues “potentially dangerous” to the region.

Oil supplies were sufficient and stockpiles were still ris-
ing despite massive output drops from Iran and Venezuela,
said OPEC kingpin Saudi Arabia and key producer UAE on
Sunday, as oil exporters met in Jeddah. Producer nations
discussed how to stabilize a volatile oil market amid rising
US-Iran tensions in the Gulf, which threaten to disrupt
global supply.  — Agencies 

Gulf countries 
strengthen oil 
coordination DUBAI: Yemen’s Iran-aligned Houthi movement

denied Saudi media reports yesterday that it had fired
a ballistic missile towards Makkah, Islam’s holiest site,
at a time of heightened tensions between Tehran and
Gulf Arab states allied to Washington. “The Saudi
regime is trying, through these allegations, to rally
support for its brutal aggression against our great
Yemeni people,” Houthi military spokesman Yahya
Sarea said on Facebook.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE are leading a Western-
backed coalition of Sunni Muslim states that inter-
vened in Yemen in 2015 to try to restore the interna-
tionally recognized government ousted from power in
Sanaa by the Houthis in late 2014. Saudi-owned Al
Arabiya TV, citing eyewitnesses, reported that Saudi
air defense forces intercepted two ballistic missiles
above the western cities of Taif and Jeddah. The first

one had been directed towards Makkah, it said, with-
out giving evidence.

A spokesman for the Saudi-led military coalition
fighting in Yemen did not immediately respond to a
request for comment. More than two million Muslims
from around the world make the annual haj pilgrimage
to Makkah. Many also visit the city during the holy
month of Ramadan, which is currently underway.
Riyadh has accused Iran of ordering last week’s drone
strikes on two oil pumping stations in the kingdom, for
which the Houthis claimed responsibility. Tehran
denied doing so.

Washington and Tehran have been sparring over
sanctions and the US military presence in the region,
raising concerns about a potential conflict between
the United States and Iran. On Sunday, the Houthi-run
SABA news agency said the group would start mili-
tary operations against 300 vital military targets,
including headquarters and facilities, in Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates and coalition targets
inside Yemen. 
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Houthis deny targeting
Islam holiest site

LONDON: Huawei will support its smartphones and
tablets by providing security updates and services, it
said, after Google barred it from updates to the
Android operating system. But the Chinese technology
firm did not say yesterday what would happen with
phones it sells in the future, which are unlikely to have
access to Google’s popular services, including Gmail,
YouTube and maps unless a special license is obtained.

Huawei’s devices in its home market use a custom
operating system based on open source Android but
do not include access to any Google services, which
are banned in China. But Google’s curbs will hugely
damage Huawei’s global appeal. “Huawei will continue
to provide security updates and after-sales services
to all existing Huawei and Honor smartphone and
tablet products, covering those that have been sold
and that are st i l l  in stock global ly,” a Huawei
spokesman said by email.

“We will continue to build a safe and sustainable

software ecosystem,” Huawei, which aspires to leap-
frog Samsung to be the world’s biggest smartphone
maker, said. “As one of Android’s key global partners,
we have worked closely with their open-source
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Google, Android 
cut Huawei ties 

BEIJING: A Huawei logo is displayed at a retail store in
Beijing. US internet giant Google said it was beginning to
cut ties with China’s Huawei, which Washington consid-
ers a national security threat. — AFP 

BAGHDAD: The US embassy compound is pictured in Baghdad’s Green Zone yesterday in the Iraqi
capital. A Katyusha rocket crashed into Baghdad’s Green Zone which houses government offices
and embassies including the US mission, Iraqi security services said in a statement.  — AFP 


