
LONDON: Manchester City’s treble winners have
been hailed as English football’s greatest ever team
after their FA Cup final demolition of Watford complet-
ed an historic campaign. Pep Guardiola’s side became
the first English club to win the Premier League, FA
Cup and League Cup in the same season thanks to their
swaggering 6-0 success at Wembley on Saturday.

Equalling the record margin of victory for an FA Cup
final was the perfect way to cap a remarkable year for
City, who followed their record-breaking Premier
League triumph in 2017-18 with an even more aston-
ishing run this term.

They are the first English top-flight side to reg-
ister 50 wins in all competitions in a single season.
Guardiola’s men also scored a record 169 goals in
61 games this season, beating their own previous
best of 156.

City now rank high on the list of the greatest
English teams of all-time. Only a select few can claim
to be on a par with City, an elite group that includes
Arsenal’s 2004 ‘Invincibles’, Manchester United’s
1999 vintage, who won the Premier League,
Champions League and FA Cup, and the Liverpool
team of 1984, who lifted the old First Division, the
European Cup and the League Cup.

The world’s media were united in their praise for
Guardiola’s men, who have won five of the last six
domestic trophies. BBC Sport’s Phil McNulty wrote:
“The club once loftily dismissed as ‘noisy neighbours’
by then-Manchester United manager Sir Alex Ferguson
confirmed they now exert a domestic dominance that
speaks eloquently on their behalf with a crushing, bru-
tal 6-0 dismissal of Watford.

“This may have been a victory lap completed with
embarrassing ease, with early Watford body blows par-

ried in comfort before a form of footballing torture
ensued, but this was arguably the greatest day in City’s
history as this treble was won ruthlessly, spectacularly.”

Eurosport labelled City as the country’s greatest
ever, writing: “They may not have won the Champions
League but the cold hard facts don’t lie: Manchester
City are the best team to ever grace English football.”

The Guardian’s Barney Ronay summed up City’s
majestic form over the last year.  “Manchester City’s
historic FA Cup final win was almost swamped by the
glowing list of statistics piling up around them - but
nothing can disguise the scale of this achievement and
the brilliance of Pep Guardiola’s team,” he wrote.

“Welcome to the new order. Domestic games:
played 51, won 43. Domestic trophies: three out of
three. Five-goal hauls: 11. Defeats since Christmas:
one. “Scan the history books, fan back to the big city
clubs of Victorian times, linger on the red-shirted
eras of the last 50 years. 

“English domestic football has never seen any-
thing quite l ike this  s ingle-season hit  from
Manchester City. It turns out we really do all live in a
sky blue world now.”

‘ENJOY THE MOMENT’ 
City midfielder Kevin De Bruyne came off the bench

to score in the FA Cup final, ending an injury-plagued
season on a high for the Belgian. De Bruyne insisted it
is hard to compare different eras when it comes to rat-
ing the all-time greats.

But he was happy to reflect on a truly breathtaking
campaign for the treble winners. “It has been an unbe-
lievable season to win three titles. It says enough,” De
Bruyne said. “To compare generations is very difficult.
We are happy to be in the conversation but we should

just enjoy the moment because it doesn’t happen very
often.” De Bruyne says it is “already an honour” to be
considered one of the best teams in English football
history, but he won’t indulge talk of going one better by
winning next season’s Champions League.

“It is not about topping it, it is about being con-

sistent and trying to achieve the best,” he said. “We
are not starting the season saying we want to win
three titles or four titles, we want to play the way we
play and do our best. “It is not all about the end
product, it is about the journey and you appreciate it
even more.”  — AFP

Betis coach
Setien to leave
club after 
beating Real
Madrid
MADRID: Real Betis coach Quique
Setien is to leave the club by mutual con-
sent, the La Liga side said yesterday
after he enjoyed a memorable end to his
two-year tenure by winning 2-0 at Real
Madrid.

“Real Betis and Quique Setien have
decided that the coach will not be in
charge of the club next season,” said a
statement from the club, who finished
10th in La Liga after coming sixth last
season.

“In the last two years Setien has taken
Betis back into Europe, he has increased

the squad’s value, he has strengthened
the club’s academy and he has earned
massive victories which will go down as
some of the best in Betis’ history.”

Sunday’s win at the Bernabeu was
Betis’ second successive victory away to
Real Madrid, while earlier this season
Setien’s side beat champions Barcelona
4-3, becoming the first team in over two
years to win at the Nou Camp.

Betis also beat runners-up Atletico
Madrid this season and Setien earned
widespread admiration for instilling an
attractive and courageous style of play in
his team, geared towards having a lot of
possession.

Yet his side struggled for consistency
and suffered embarrassing defeats to
some of the lowest-ranked teams in La
Liga, including a 3-0 loss at Leganes and
a 4-0 thrashing away to Levante.

Betis ended the season on 50 points,
three behind seventh-placed Espanyol
who took the final Europa League quali-
fication berth.

“The club would like to show its grati-
tude to Setien and his coaching staff for

the work they have done in these last two
years,” added Betis’ statement. “They
have contributed to the improvement of

the team and the stability of the club and
we wish them well in the future on a per-
sonal and professional level.” — Reuters
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‘It’s a sky blue world’: City 
hailed as England’s best ever

‘English domestic football has never seen anything quite like this single-season’

LONDON: Manchester City’s Belgian captain Vincent Kompany (C) lifts the winner’s trophy as the players celebrate
victory after the English FA Cup final football match between Manchester City and Watford at Wembley Stadium in
London. Manchester City beat Watford 6-0 at Wembley to claim the FA Cup. —AFP

Bale bows out on 
bench as Madrid 
blow season finale
MADRID: Real Madrid delivered a suitably
dreadful end to their miserable season, and
Gareth Bale was not even given the chance to say
a likely goodbye, as Zinedine Zidane’s side were
beaten 2-0 at home to Real Betis yesterday.

Zidane had indicated this could be Bale’s final
game ahead of an expected summer departure
but the Welshman was left on the bench, made to
watch on as three substitutes came on ahead of
him at the Santiago Bernabeu.

None were able to revive another dreary and
disjointed Madrid performance, which concluded
both the season and first phase of Zidane’s much-
hailed return as coach.  “The best thing for us is
that it’s over and we can think about next year,”
he said afterwards. “Because things will change,
for sure.”

As the players saluted the fans at the end, they
were greeted by a chorus of whistles.  By then,
Bale was already off down the tunnel, perhaps
aware that any attempt at a farewell could be giv-
en an even colder reception. 

“I’m sorry, I didn’t give Bale minutes today,”
Zidane said. “But I don’t know what’s going to
happen, I have to make decisions based on today
and the match.” Zidane will rightly not be held
culpable for most of Madrid’s failings this season,
including finishing third in La Liga, 18 points
behind Barcelona and eight adrift of Atletico
Madrid, not to mention crashing out of the
Champions League in the last 16. 

He will also not be blamed for their league
total of 68 points, their lowest in 17 years, nor
the 12 defeats. Real Madrid have not had more in
a single league campaign since 1974. But even if
few expected the deep-rooted problems to van-
ish after Zidane’s arrival in March, most Madrid
fans would have hoped at least for signs of
improvement. 

Instead, they have now won five of his 11
games in charge this season and out of the last
five have won one and lost three. Some of the
displays, including this one, were as bad as any-
thing seen under either Julen Lopetegui or
Santiago Solari.  —AFP

MADRID: Real Madrid’s French coach Zinedine Zidane (R) speaks to Real Betis’ Spanish
coach Quique Setien before the Spanish League football match between Real Madrid and
Real Betis at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid yesterday. —AFP

Golden era to 
brand new dawn:
Bayern set for 
major overhaul
BERLIN: Bayern Munich’s seventh successive
Bundesliga title win on Saturday marked both the end
of a golden era and the dawning of a new age.  The
2019 title crowned what has been a glistening decade
of success for Bayern, as iconic players such as Franck
Ribery and Arjen Robben picked up yet another gong
in their final season at the club.

Yet it also heralded the emergence of a new genera-
tion under coach Niko Kovac, with the likes of Leon
Goretzka and Serge Gnabry establishing themselves as

first team regulars. As they look ahead to next season,
Bayern are not only on the verge of a generational shift,
but also of what club president Uli Hoeness has called
“the biggest investment programme in our history”. 

Bayern have already completed the signings of
World Cup winning French defenders Benjamin Pavard
and Lucas Hernandez for 35 million euros ($39.3m) and
a club record 80 million euros ($89.9m) respectively.

RB Leipzig striker Timo Werner, Ajax defender
Matthijs De Ligt and Schalke goalkeeper Alexander
Nuebel have all also been linked to the club in recent
months. Though Hoeness said on Saturday that
Bayern would not break any more transfer records,
they are expected to make several more signings,
with CEO Karl-Heinz Rummenigge setting his sights
on a new winger.

“Because we are losing Robben and Ribery, we need
another good alternative alongside (18-year-old
Canadian) Alphonso Davies,” Rummenigge told Bild
newspaper last month. That alternative could be
Chelsea talent Callum Hudson-Odoi, for whom Bayern
made an unsuccessful bid last January. —AFP

FOCC 20th 
anniversary, ABK
CRYcket 2018 held
KUWAIT: Friends of CRY Club, Kuwait (FOCC) cele-
brated their 20th Anniversary of conducting school
cricket tournament in Kuwait on January 18, 2019 at the
lush green Kuwait Oil Company stadium, Al Ahmadi. In
fact, the FOCC organized tournament is very the first of
its kind to promote grass root level cricket in Kuwait
providing school children an opportunity to play com-
petitive and organized level cricket. Having established
in 1998, FOCC successfully hosted the “ABK CRYcket”
tournament which was sponsored by Ahli Bank of
Kuwait.

As seen last year, the venue was perfect to launch
the much awaited tourney as the facility had all the
required amenities and ambiance to conduct a tourna-
ment. The weather though, was quite chilly - especially
in the morning session but   otherwise the entire day
was brilliant and the enthusiasm of the participants,
parents and friends, so high.

“CRYcket” is an annual softball cricket tournament,
played in 7-over match format, for children in two age

groups of under 12 (U-12) & under 14 (U-14). The tour-
nament is open to Schools, Clubs and independent
teams and is completed in a single day, with two match-
es being played simultaneously.

This year, the “Dashing Knights” clinched the win-
ners’ trophy in the U-14 category for the second suc-
cessive year and MG 7 Warriors were the Runners Up.
The winner’s trophy in the Under-12 was clinched by
MG 7 Warriors and Runners Up was CCC. The best
player awards were claimed by Anirudh S of Dashing
Knights in the U 14 Category & Aryan Siju of MG 7
Warriors in the U 12 category.

Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) continued their event
sponsorship for the “ABK CRYcket 2018” for the third
successive year and FOC would like to extend their
gratitude to ABK Management for their support. Our
thanks to Arab Times, Kuwait Times, Times Kuwait, and
Indians in Kuwait.com for giving us wide publicity.

We had new CRY buddies who joined us this year.
The KID’S CORNER, raffle tickets sale, BUY for CRY
was under their charge. As usual toys, books and many
household items were available at amazing bargain
prices. The Raffle draw was as usual a huge success
and featured 13 prizes to be won. 

This year we had a record registration of 23 teams,
out of the 24  available slots. A big thank you to all the
Players, Team Managers, Coaches and the Parents.
Most importantly, we highly appreciate the umpires

and scorers, our unseen strength, year after year.
In the U-12 category teams at the league stage were: 
CCC, MG Warriors, Dashing Knights, Winning XI,

MG Tigers, SCA AmericanTourister, RCA Strikers,
Rising Superstars, 22 Yards Cricket Academy, 664
Hitters, RCA Warriors and Salmiya Riders.

In the U-14 category, teams at the league stage
were:

CCC, Fresh Starz, Magnificient XI, Dashing Knights,
SCA American Tourister, 664 Hitters, RCA, Rising Stars,
22 Yards Cricket Academy, IPS Stars, MG U14

FOCC is proud to be partners with CRY - in our
joint mission to help the underprivileged children.
Those interested in joining hands with FOCC may
please visit www.focckuwait.org, or contact any of the
volunteers. With CRY, everybody wins.

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE

SS Lazio v Bologna FC 21:30
beIN SPORTS HD 4


