
OSAKA: Justin Gatlin pipped Japan’s Yoshihide Kiryu
to win the men’s 100 metres as fellow American
Michael Norman fired a world championship warning
with a superb 200m at the Golden Grand Prix Osaka
yesterday.

The 37-year-old Gatlin produced a strong finish to
clock 10 seconds flat, the reigning world champion dip-
ping at the line to edge out Kiryu by a hundredth of a
second at the IAAF world challenge meet in Osaka.

Indonesia’s world under-20 champion Lalu
Muhammad Zohri broke his own national record as he
took third in 10.03 — the fastest time ever recorded by
an athlete from Southeast Asia.

While Gatlin targets one last hurrah at the world
championships in Doha later this year, Norman laid
down a marker by winning the men’s 200m in a meet
record 19.84 seconds, shaving 0.03 off the mark
Namibia’s Frankie Fredericks set 20 years ago.

The runaway victor, who last month clocked a per-
sonal best of 43.45 in the 400m, left Yang Chun-Han
trailing in his wake, the Taiwanese runner-up in 20.50.

Ominously for his rivals, Norman insisted that he can
still get faster. “I feel as though there are multiple areas
I can improve on,” said the 21-year-old. “I didn’t feel as
though the intensity that I usually have during a 200m
was there.”

Meanwhile, the Japanese men’s 4x100m relay quar-
tet made amends after their disqualification at last
week’s World Relays in Yokohama by beating Team
USA into second place. Clips of Kiryu fumbling and
then catching the baton in mid-air went viral, but the
Japanese-shock Rio Olympic silver medallists behind
Usain Bolt’s Jamaica-made no mistake this time as
Kiryu anchored them home in a world-leading 38.00

seconds. The Americans, who had Gatlin on their sec-
ond leg, took silver in 38.73.

Meanwhile, top Indian sprinter Dutee Chand
revealed yesterday that she is gay, becoming the first
athlete from the socially conservative country to do so,
and adding she feared being ostracised by her family
after the admission.

Chand, who was at the centre of a lengthy interna-
tional gender row, told AFP she had been in a relation-
ship with a 19-year-old woman from her village for four
years. “I am in a same-sex relationship and I don’t think
there is anything wrong in it,” the 23-year-old said.

“For the moment my focus will be on my career with
the world championships and Olympics coming up.  “In
future after the end of my sporting career, if my heart
says that I should stay with her then I will.”

The athlete said she feared social ostracism-includ-
ing at the hands of her family-but added that a recent
Supreme Court judgement decriminalising gay sex had
given her the courage to speak out. “Recently my sister
said something to my mother that got her against this
relationship and she scolded me and threatened to
malign me in public,” she said.

Chand, who was born in a poor village in the eastern
state of Odisha, was forced to undergo humiliating
gender testing as a teenager. After being diagnosed in
2014 with hyperandrogenism, a condition which pro-
duces high male sex hormones, Chand was barred from
competing under International Association of Athletics
Federation rules.

She took her case to the Court of Arbitration for
Sport which ruled in her favour last year, allowing her
to compete in the 2018 Asian Games in Jakarta, where
she won silver medals in the 100m and 200m women’s

races. Social media users lavished praise on the athlete
following her announcement yesterday, with many sin-
gling out her bravery. “It takes tremendous strength to
come out in public. More strength to you
#DuteeChand! You are and will always be a champion,”

one user said on Twitter.
India’s Supreme Court scrapped a colonial-era ban

on homosexuality in September, ruling that it was
against the constitution. The 1861 law was often used to
harass the country’s gay community. —AFP

Wilder retains WBC 
heavyweight title
with brutal first
round KO
NEW YORK: Undefeated Deontay Wilder brutally
knocked out Dominic Breazeale in the first round of
their grudge match Saturday night to retain his World
Boxing Council heavyweight world title. 

Wilder, who has one of the most destructive right
hands in heavyweight history, floored the challenger
with a one-punch knockout with 43 seconds left in the
opening round at Barclays Center arena. 

The vaunted knockout artist Wilder swarmed
Breazeale from the opening bell, hurting him with a
straight right hand then finishing him off later in the
round with the devastating right to the chin that was set
up by a left jab.  

“When I hit him with the right hand the first time his
body language changed,” said Wilder. “When you been
in there with so many different guys you learn to rec-
ognize body language. I knew he was slowing down
and opening up.”

Breazeale barely landed a punch in the fight and his
defence was non-existent as he walked right into the
knockout blow. He lay motionless on his back, then got
up at the count of 10 as the referee grabbed him and
waved it off.

Wilder was very focused, showing off his superior
handspeed, conditioning and punching power in anoth-
er one-sided victory. Wilder, 33, improved to 41-0-1
with 40 KOs in making the ninth defence of his title
against heavy underdog Breazeale. 

Breazeale, who had lost just one previous fight to
Anthony Joshua, dropped to 20-2 with 18 KOs.

There was bad blood between the two heading into
the fight with the buildup marked by a series of
macabre threats from Wilder, who had spoken of his

willingness to cause a fatality in the ring.  Threats of
violence are a stock-in-trade part of promoting fights,
but Wilder’s gruesome pre-fight comments were con-
demned by many in the sport as going too far.

Wilder’s comments have appalled many in boxing,
while WBC president Mauricio Sulaiman has vowed to
hold a hearing into the remarks. Wilder backed off on
his comments immediately after the knockout in the
ring, making light of the death threats.

“Everything just came out of me. There was a big
buildup to this fight,” he said. “There was a lot of ani-
mosity, a lot of chaos, a lot of hatred against each other.
This is what makes boxing so great.

“When you get into a fight and settle your differ-

ences as men, that is what this sport is all about. We
can handle this with our hands and at end of the day we
can say we lived to see another day.”

Wilder, who won the bronze medal for the US at the
2008 Olympic Games, moved up the all-time heavy-
weight defence list and joined four iconic champions
who also made nine straight defences: Muhammad Ali,
Joe Frazier, Mike Tyson and Lennox Lewis. The all-time
record for any division is 25 by Joe Louis. On the
undercard, featherweight world champ Gary Russell Jr.
dominated former junior featherweight world titlist
Kiko Martinez with a fifth-round knockout victory.

Russell was heavily favoured defend his 126-pound
belt for the fourth time. — AFP

S p o r t s Monday, May 20, 2019

26 Established 1961 

World champ Gatlin edges 
Kiryu to win 100m in Osaka

OSAKA: (L-R) Cameron Barrell of the US, Japan’s Aska Cambridge, Japan’s Ryota Yamagata, Japan’s Yoshihide
Kyryu and Justin Gatlin of the US compete during the final of the men’s 100 metres athletics event at the
Golden Grand Prix Osaka, one of the IAAF World challenge meetings yesterday. —AFP

India gender-row sprinter Chand says she is gay

NEW YORK: Deontay Wilder celebrates after his first round knockout of Dominic Breazeale who looks on in the
first round during their bout for Wilder’s WBC heavyweight title at Barclays Center in New York City. —AFP

Koepka seizes
record seven-shot
PGA lead after
54 holes
BETHPAGE: Defending champion Brooks
Koepka overcame struggles to grab a seven-
stroke lead after Saturday’s third round of the
PGA Championship, the largest 54-hole advan-
tage in tournament history.

Third-ranked Koepka, in prime position for his
fourth major title, fired a level-par 70 at Bethpage
Black to stand on 12-under 198 entering Sunday’s
final round. 

“I feel confident. I feel good. I feel excited,”
Koepka said. “It’s nice to have a seven-shot cush-
ion. Just hit the center of the greens and try to par
this place to death.

“(I’ll) just stick to my routine, do what I’m
doing. I’m not thinking of seven-shot lead, winning
the tournament. I’m thinking of what I need to do
on the first shot first tee.” The 29-year-old
American owned a record edge over a pack on
205 that included top-ranked Dustin Johnson, fel-
low Americans Harold Varner and Luke List and
Thailand’s Jazz Janewattananond.

“It’s going to take something special to catch
Brooks,” Johnson said. “But it’s definitely do-able
on this course.” The best final-round comeback by
a PGA winner was seven strokes by John
Mahaffey in 1978.

“We’re all pretty much playing for second,” List
said. Matt Wallace, trying to become the first
Englishman to win the PGA since Jim Barnes in
1919, shot 70 to share sixth on 206 with Japan’s
Hideki Matsuyama.

No one in major golf history fired a lower 36-
hole score than Koepka’s 12-under 128, and his
seven-stroke advantage was the second-largest
major halfway lead, trailing only Henry Cotton’s
nine-shot edge in the 1934 British Open.

If Koepka does capture the Wanamaker Trophy
and the $1.98 million (1.77 million euros) top prize,
he will be the first man to own back-to-back titles
at two majors simultaneously. Koepka seeks a
third consecutive US Open crown next month at
Pebble Beach.

“He’s definitely, in these events, playing on a
different level than most anyone else,” four-time
major winner Rory McIlroy said of Koepka. “It’s
awesome. It’s so good. It’s great to watch.”

Koepka’s routine tee blast and wedge approach
made him a threat when he found the fairway. He
missed a six-foot birdie putt at the first but sank a
five-footer at the second and a three-footer at the
fifth to reach 14-under and lead by eight.

From there, Koepka grinded through troubles
with success to sustain his huge lead. Koepka
found tall weeds and greenside rough at the sev-
enth but rescued par by sinking a nine-foot putt
and saved par again after missing the green at the
par-3 eighth. Then came Koepka’s worst slip of
the week, a botched tap-in to bogey nine and a
missed fairway to bogey at 10. Koepka went into
trees and dense rough at the par-5 13th but
responded by blasting out to 16 feet and curled in
a birdie putt but made a final bogey at 16.

“I left a bunch of putts short,” Koepka said.
“I’m pleased I’m stroking it well. Just need to hit
them a little harder.” The PGA’s largest prior 54-
hole lead was five strokes, last achieved by Ray
Floyd in 1982. The low 54-hole tournament score
remains 196 by David Toms in 2001. — AFP

Pigot leads Indy 
500 qualifying, 
Alonso struggles
LOS ANGELES: Spencer Pigot posted the fastest
Indianapolis 500 qualifying time on Saturday while
two-time Formula One world champion Fernando
Alonso and fan favourite James Hinchcliffe will try
earn starting grid positions.

Pigot turned in a blistering average lap of
230.083 mph in his second lap on Saturday to earn
the top seed after the first day of qualifying for the
May 26 race.

Spain’s Alonso and Canada’s Hinchcliffe, howev-
er, failed to make the top 30 on the starting grid
and will have to take part in in Sunday’s last row
shootout to try and punch their tickets to the 33-
car race.

Penske drivers Will Power, of Australia, and
Frenchman Simon Pagenaud had the second and
third best times of the day behind Pigot.

Under a new format announced this year, posi-
tions 10-30 on the 33-car starting grid were locked
in on Saturday, the first day of qualifying for the
103rd running of the race.

Saturday’s nine fastest drivers will battle for
pole in a Fast Nine Shootout on Sunday, the same
day that cars outside the top 30 will decide their
fates via the last row shootout-a one-hour session
in which the last three places on the grid will be up
for grabs. —AFP 

Montpellier beat
Stade Francais to
edge closer to
Top 14 playoffs
PARIS: Montpellier can continue to dream of making
the Top 14 play-offs as they moved into sixth spot after
making a 14-man Stade Francais pay in the final 10
minutes of a crucial 42-25 victory yesterday.

Stade hooker Laurent Sempere was shown yellow in
the 69th minute and the home side crossed for three
converted tries to one to ensure a seventh win in eight
games as they battle to be included in the end-of-sea-
son finals.

The result left Montpellier ahead of La Rochelle on
points difference, but Stade Francais out of the reckon-
ing. Montpellier will next week play a tough away
match at newly-crowned European Challenge Cup
winners Clermont and will have to do as well as, if not
better than, La Rochelle, who are at home to
Bordeaux-Begles.

The Parisians’ Sekou Macalou ensured a thrilling
start, the flanker bursting from a second-minute line-
out to intercept a botched Benoit Paillaugue pass and
sprint clear for a try converted by Nicolas Sanchez.

Ex-All Black Aaron Cruden spurned an opportunity
to pull back a penalty, the powerful Montpellier for-
ward pack rumbling over from a well-worked maul off
the line-out, Springbok hooker Bismarck du Plessis
grounding the ball.

Paillaugue converted to draw the scores level and

then knocked over the extras after Yvan Reilhac
crossed for the home side’s second try following a
clever one-handed offload by giant Fijian winger
Nemani Nadolo.

Stade Francais hit back as Macalou stretched out for
his second try, Sanchez converting. Tempers threat-
ened to boil over more than once, and Stade centre
Waisea Nayacalevu was yellow carded on the half-
hour for a reckless high tackle.

No 8 Louis Picamoles soon after joined Montpellier
teammate Fulgence Ouedraogo on the sidelines after
head knocks, as Stade came through Waisea’s 10 min-
utes in the bin unscathed. Cruden broke the deadlock
in the second-half, on the receiving end of a smart
inside pass from Reilhac, who’d ghosted through an
absent Stade defence.

Paillaugue converted, but Sanchez pulled back a
penalty before the Montpellier scrum-half was yellow
carded in the 57th minute. Sanchez booted a second
long-range penalty to make it a one-point deficit.

It was Montpellier on the front foot, hopwever, put-
ting together a long sequence of drives that eventually
saw Stade hooker Sempere sent to the bin.

The pressure told, Paillaugue burrowing his way
over for a try he also converted. Straight from the kick-
off, Montpellier latched on to a loose ball and after two
kicks ahead from Du Plessis and Gabriel Ngandebe,
full-back Henry Immelman managed to touch down,
Paillaugue again on target from the tee.

There was a late consolation try for Stade winger
Lester Etien, but that was cancelled out when
Montpellier’s replacement prop Mohammed Haouas
sprinted clear from 35 metres for a memorable front
rower’s try.

In Saturday’s action Lyon sealed a Top 14 playoff
berth when they beat La Rochelle 29-19. Leaders
Toulouse and second-placed Clermont have both
already qualified. — AFP


