
Azerbaijan invites 
football fans to 
experience UEFA 
Europa League final 
BAKU: The 68,700-seater Baku Olympic Stadium will
host the final between Arsenal and Chelsea later this
month, with packages still available

16 May 2019: Azerbaijanis excited to welcome glob-
al football fans to enjoy the final of Europe’s second
biggest club football tournament, the UEFA Europa
League, at the Baku Olympic Stadium on 29th of May
2019. The match will see two English teams - Arsenal
and Chelsea - battling it out for European glory,
attracting excitement from their fans around Europe
and the world.

After hosting a series of successful high-profile
sporting events over the last few years, including the
European Games, the Islamic Games and the Formula 1
Azerbaijan Grand Prix this April, Baku, the capital of
Azerbaijan, is well placed to accommodate a large
influx of visitors for this important game.

Besides watching the game, Azerbaijan hopes to
tempt spectators to explore the country’s many offer-
ings of outdoor pursuits and high-energy activities to
‘Take Another Look’ at all it has to offer. As one of the
safest family-friendly destinations in the region, the
country is blessed with endless natural beauty, modern
architectural wonders and remnants of rich medieval
history. From Baku’s modern Flame Towers, to the
UNESCO- protected Old City, mud volcanoes and
timeless rural villages, there’s something for everyone in
Azerbaijan. 

Baku’s buzzing cafes and bazaars make it an ideal
destination for fans to enjoy both before and after the
match. The country’s unique geography and location
have resulted in a cuisine infused with the flavours of
the Caucasus, the Caspian and the Great Silk Road.
From traditional bistros serving local delicacies to chic
international restaurants, tourists can revel in a vibrant
and affordable culinary scene.

What’s more, visitors to Baku can still find a wide
range of affordable accommodation options, with an
abundance of luxury and mid-range hotels near the
stadium and across the city, as well as plenty of well-
priced hostels and Airbnbs rentals.

“We are excited to welcome European and global
fans to visit Azerbaijan, with two powerhouses of glob-
al sport competing for victory here in Baku.  After an
intensive planning phase for the highly anticipated
event, all stakeholders including the State Tourism
Agency, government bodies and private businesses are
prepped and equipped to welcome visitors and fans for

a celebration of football,” commented Florian
Sengstschmid, CEO of Azerbaijan Tourism Board.

To meet the increased demand for flights, Azerbaijan
Airlines (AZAL) and othershave organized more than

40 charter flights to accommodate fans for the match.
All services of Baku’s Heydar Aliyev International
Airport will function at full capacity to ensure the
smooth operation of the flights and flow of passengers.

BOSTON: Tyler White capped a five-run first inning
with a two-run double, and Josh James delivered three
scoreless innings of relief as the Houston Astros
defeated the host Boston Red Sox 7-3 on Saturday at
Fenway Park to extend their winning streak to 10. It is
the second 10-game winning streak of the season for
the Astros, who will win this three-game series
between the last two American League champions. The
1969 Astros were previously the only team in franchise
history to post two double-digit winning streaks in the
same season. James (1-0) entered with two runners on
and no outs in the fifth but worked out of the jam with
no damage. He then retired Boston in order in the sixth
and seventh innings and allowed zero hits and one walk
while striking out two. The Astros made short work of
Red Sox right-hander Hector Velazquez (1-3), with the
first four batters reaching base safely to open the first
inning. Velazquez allowed five runs on three hits and
two walks while recording just one out.

NATIONALS 5, CUBS 2
Stephen Strasburg yielded just one earned run and

four hits in eight innings, while Juan Soto had two hits
and drove in three runs as host Washington topped
Chicago. Strasburg (4-3) struck out the side in the
third and finished with seven strikeouts before Sean
Doolittle pitched the ninth to earn his eighth save-but
not before his outing was twice interrupted by Cubs
manager Joe Maddon, who filed an official protest
because the Nationals’ left-hander was tapping his toe
on the mound during his delivery. Jon Lester (3-2)
allowed five runs on 10 hits in 4 1/3 innings. In August
of last season, he gave up eight earned runs on 10 hits
in 3 2/3 innings in his only start of 2018 against the
Nationals. In his previous five starts of this season
before Saturday, Lester gave up just a single earned
run, including none in his previous three starts.

RAYS 2, YANKEES 1 (11 INNINGS)
Austin Meadows homered with one out in the top of

the 11th inning off Luis Cessa (0-1) as Tampa Bay
edged New York at Yankee Stadium. It was Meadows’
ninth homer of the season. Hunter Wood (1-0) tossed a
scoreless 10th after being activated from the injured
list before the game. Jose Alvarado worked around a
leadoff single in the 11th and converted his fifth save in
six chances after allowing three runs in the ninth inning
Friday. The Rays halted New York’s four-game winning
streak and rebounded after allowing three runs in the
ninth on Friday. Tampa Bay also moved to 3-8 in one-
run games this year.

ANGELS 6, ROYALS 3
Mike Trout and Shohei Ohtani homered, Griffin

Canning threw seven scoreless innings and Los
Angeles defeated Kansas City in Anaheim, Calif.
Trout’s 10th homer of the season was estimated at 473

feet and was the 250th of his career. He joined Alex
Rodriguez, Jimmie Foxx, Ken Griffey Jr., Mickey
Mantle and Juan Gonzalez as one of just 13 players
overall (and sixth American League player) to hit 250
home runs before turning 28. The home run also gave
the Angels a 1-0 first-inning lead. Jonathan Lucroy
added an RBI single in the second inning to make it 2-
0, and Canning took it from there.

PHILLIES 2, ROCKIES 1
Bryce Harper homered, doubled and reached base

three times as host Philadelphia handed Colorado its
third straight loss. Harper’s eighth homer of the sea-
son, a 466-foot shot to center field with two outs in
the first inning, opened the scoring. Phillies starter
Aaron Nola tossed six-plus solid innings and allowed
eight hits and one run. Nola (4-0) tied his career
high with 12 strikeouts against just one walk. Rockies
starter Antonio Senzatela (3-3) was effective in five
innings, giving up five hits and two runs (one earned).
He walked four and struck out two. But his wild pitch
in the third allowed Jean Segura to score what would
be the game winner.

REDS 4, DODGERS 0
Tyler Mahle threw six shutout innings as host

Cincinnati evened its three-game series by shutting out
Los Angeles a day after being shut out. Mahle (1-5)
returned home after six straight road starts and limited
the Dodgers to four hits, striking out five and walking
two. The Reds came in averaging 1.8 runs per game for
Mahle, the lowest run support in the majors. Walker
Buehler (4-1) pitched six innings, allowing four runs
(one earned) and seven hits for the Dodgers. He struck
out seven and didn’t walk a batter. Dodgers right field-
er Cody Bellinger, who came in with the highest bat-
ting average in the majors, went 2-for-3 with a walk to
raise it to .409.

CARDINALS 8, RANGERS 2
Paul DeJong collected a season-high four RBIs as

St. Louis snapped a three-game losing streak with a
blowout win over Texas in Arlington. The Cardinals
scored more runs in the win than they did during a los-
ing streak in which they were outscored 21-6 by the
Rangers and Atlanta Braves. St. Louis ended a three-
game winning streak for Texas. Dakota Hudson (3-3)
earned his first win of the month after allowing two
runs on five hits, striking out five and walking two, in
six innings. Ariel Jurado (1-2), who was making his first
start of the season, allowed four runs (two earned) on
five hits and one walk in 4 1/3 innings.

BRAVES 4, BREWERS 3 (10 INNINGS)
Freddie Freeman hit a walk-off home run to lead off

the 10th inning to give host Atlanta a win over
Milwaukee, its fourth straight win. Freeman, who was

2-for-5, hit a 1-0 fastball from Josh Hader (0-3) into
the upper reaches of the right field stands. It was the
10th homer of the season for the Atlanta first baseman
and the 199th of his career. The winning pitcher was
Jacob Webb (2-0), who worked a perfect 10th inning.
Atlanta starter Kevin Gausman pitched six innings and
allowed two runs-both in the first inning-on six hits. He
walked two and struck out four. It was Gausman’s first
game back since serving a five-game suspension for
intentionally throwing behind Miami pitcher Jose
Urena last month.

TWINS 18, MARINERS 4
C.J. Cron and Jonathan Schoop each hit two home

runs, and Byron Buxton hit a grand slam as visiting
Minnesota belted six homers while cruising to victory
over Seattle. It was the fifth time this season the Twins
hit five or more home runs in a game, making them the
first team in major league history to accomplish that
feat before June 1. Buxton and Schoop each finished
with five RBIs, while Cron, who also doubled and flew
out to the warning track in left, finished with four.
Miguel Sano also homered, and Marwin Gonzalez went
3-for-6 with a double as Minnesota pounded out 19
hits while extending its winning streak to a season-
best five games.

PIRATES 7, PADRES 2
Josh Bell hit two of four homers clubbed off San

Diego starter Nick Margevicius to lead Pittsburgh to a
road victory. Bell, who now has 14 homers on the sea-
son, combined with Bryan Reynolds for back-to-back
shots in the second inning. Bell then hit a three-run
homer in the third. The homer assault-as well as the
game for Margevicius (2-5) — ended when Gregory
Polanco opened the fifth inning with his fourth homer
of the season. Left-hander Steven Brault (1-1) got
credit for the win, allowing two runs on four hits and
four walks with two strikeouts in 3 1/3 innings.

INDIANS 4, ORIOLES 1
Adam Plutko allowed one hit over six innings in his

season debut, and Jordan Luplow launched a two-run
homer as host Cleveland had little trouble with
Baltimore. Carlos Santana homered to lead off the
eighth inning, and Francisco Lindor had an RBI single
for the Indians, who improved to 13-4 against the
Orioles in their past 17 meetings since the beginning of
the 2017 season. Trey Mancini recorded Baltimore’s
lone hit with a solo homer with two outs in the fourth
inning. He deposited a 1-0 changeup from Plutko (1-0)
over the left-field wall for his team-leading 10th homer
of the season. — Reuters
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BOSTON:  Josh Reddick #22 of the Houston Astros runs the bases after hitting a home run in the fifth inning
against the Boston Red Sox at Fenway Park in Boston, Massachusetts. — AFP

War of Will 
wins 144th 
Preakness Stakes
WASHINGTON: War of Will won the 144th
Preakness Stakes on Saturday, holding off a field
that included a riderless horse to give trainer
Mark Casse his first Triple Crown race triumph.

War of Will, who had a tough ride at the
Kentucky Derby, had a smooth trip from the
number one post under jockey Tyler Gaffalione,
taking the lead at the top of the stretch and
hanging on to beat late-charging Everfast by 1
1/4 lengths. Owendale was third.

An inquiry was briefly put up on the board at
Pimlico racetrack in Baltimore, Maryland, but
was quickly taken down. Bodexpress threw Hall
of Fame jockey John Velazquez coming out of
the starting gate and with outriders unable to
catch him ran with the field past the finish line.

That was the biggest drama of the day, a
relief after the controversial Kentucky Derby
saw Maximum Security cross the line first
before he was demoted to 17th for interfering
with another horse with Country House
declared the winner.

The absence of both of those horses-the first
time since 1996 that the Kentucky Derby winner
failed to start the Preakness-took a little luster
from the race. But it was a sweet comeback for
War of Will, who stewards ruled was hindered
by Maximum Security in the Kentucky Derby as
they turned for home.

“This is even I think probably more special
given everything that we’ve been through,”
Casse, 58, said. “I’m not even calling it redemp-
tion. “I didn’t feel like he got his fair shot (in
Kentucky) and that’s all I wanted, fair shot. And
he showed what he had today.”

Gaffalione, 24, notched the biggest win of his
career. “It really hasn’t even hit me yet,” he said.
“I can’t even put it into words.” Velazquez said
he was “good” after his frightening tumble com-
ing out of the gate.

“He was just not behaving good in the
gate,” Velazquez said of Bodexpress. “He got
me against the wall in the gate. “When the
doors opened, I was off right from the start
and he kind of jumped sideways, and I had my
feet out of the irons so I lost my balance and I
went off.” — AFP

Astros beat Boston Red Sox 
to extend winning streak to 10

Trout hits 250th HR as Angels top Royals


