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News in brief

KCCI Chairman meets Chinese envoy

KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (KCCI) Ali Al-Ghanem
met yesterday with Chinese Ambassador to
Kuwait. The meeting tackled means of boosting
bilateral trade ties between the two countries, and
they also discussed economic cooperation, espe-
cially in investment opportunities in both public
and private sectors, in addition to boosting collab-
oration in all fields. — KUNA

OTC trading down 99.29%

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Over the Counter Market (OTC)
witnessed a 99.29 percent plunge last week, when
compared to the previous week. Total trading reached
760,400 shares at a value of KD 83,700 (around
$276,21) done through 22 transactions. OTC report,
issued yesterday, indicated that ‘immediate’ transac-
tions had a positive performance, with trading reaching
301,300 shares, at a value of KD 6,020 (around
$19,800) done through 12 transactions.  —KUNA

New diversion open

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Roads and
Transportation (PART) announced the new diversion
on the alternative road of Nuwaiseeb highway
opened for traffic yesterday morning. The new
diversion starting at the 59th km of the road extends
for 1,400 km, PART said in a statement. It noted that
it prepared a plan for carrying out 74 road and
infrastructure projects in collaboration with the
Interior Ministry’s traffic department to ease traffic
across the country. — KUNA

Amir receives invitation from Saudi
King to attend 14th OIC Islamic Summit

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah reads
a letter from Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, delivered by Saudi
Ambassador to Kuwait Prince Sultan bin Saad Al-Saud.— Amiri Diwan photos

Jordan King visits Kuwait today to congratulate Amir on Ramadan

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received a letter from Saudi King Salman
bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, which included an
invitation to partake in the 14th OIC Islamic
Summit scheduled in Makkah on May 31 to
June 1. Saudi Ambassador to Kuwait Prince
Sultan bin Saad Al-Saud handed in the let-
ter to His Highness the Amir during a meet-
ing at Bayan Palace yesterday.

In other news, Jordanian King Abdullah
II and his accompanying delegation are set
to arrive in Kuwait today on a fraternal visit
to congratulate His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

on the occasion of the holy month of
Ramadan.

Amir invited to visit Pakistan
Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir

received yesterday at Bayan Palace the visit-
ing Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi, in the presence of
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. Qureshi handed in a letter
to His Highness the Amir from President of
Pakistan Arif Alvi. The letter commended the
high level of cooperation between the two
countries and means to develop ties. It also

included an invitation to His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah to visit Pakistan. Minister
of the Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah
Al-Sabah attended the receptions of the
Pakistani FM and the Saudi Ambassador.

Earlier yesterday, His Highness the Amir
received His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. His Highness the Amir also received
Speaker of the National Assembly Marzouq
Al-Ghanem, His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, Chairman of Kuwait’s
Supreme Judicial Council and the Cassation
Court, and President of the Constitutional

Court, Justice Yousef Jassem Al-Mutawaa,
in addition to First Deputy Prime Minister
and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

In the meantime, His Highness the Crown
Prince received Ghanem, His Highness
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak, Sheikh Nasser
Sabah Al-Ahmad, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled,
in addition to Deputy Prime Minister and
Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah
Al-Sabah and Deputy Premier and Minister
of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh. 

Amir condoles with Afghan president
Separately, His Highness the Amir sent

a  condolence cable  yesterday to
Afghanistan ’s  pres ident  Mohammad
Ashraf Ghani over the victims of a mar-
ket attack in the western province of
Herat. In the cable, His Highness the Amir
affirmed Kuwait’s strong condemnation
of such a criminal act that targeted inno-
cent lives and goes against all human
values. His Highness the Amir prayed to
Allah Almighty to bestow mercy upon
the victims and speedy recovery to all
the in jured. His  Highness the Crown
Prince and His  Highness  the Pr ime
Minister  sent  s imi lar  cables  to
Afghanistan’s president. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Pakistan expressed readiness to facilitate in
de-escalating tension in the region and support peace
and stability, visiting Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi has said. “We are concerned about
rising tension between the US and Iran,” Qureshi said
in an interview yesterday. “Pakistan would always be
supportive of peace and stability, we would be more
than happy to facilitate in de-escalation and I am sure
Kuwait is equally interested in de-escalation.”

The minister noted, however, “relations between
Kuwait and Pakistan have been historically cordial, and
politically we have had excellent relations, we have
been supporting each other at the regional level and
on many global issues our policies on a number of
issues are common, and our approach on many region-
al issues, on the issue of Palestine, they are close to
each other.”

Kuwait’s role
Qureshi meanwhile said Kuwait wanted the settle-

ment of the Kashmir dispute according to UN Security
Council resolutions. In terms of Kuwait’s role in the
Security Council, Qureshi said “I think they played a
very balancing and a very mature role, especially dur-
ing the recent standoff between India and Pakistan...
and they helped deescalate and defuse tensions.” With
regard to his visit to Kuwait, the minister said “I am
here in Kuwait to build a comprehensive economic
relationship, because there are 105,000 Pakistanis who
have contributed to the economic development of
Kuwait and I feel that we can facilitate more, by send-
ing skilled and semi-skilled manpower to Kuwait, for
further economic development.”

“One of the issues that I intend to talk about is
how to enhance our economic relationship, the other
was to exchange thoughts and get input from the

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister on some of the evolving
regional developments that are of mutual interests,”
he said. Qureshi met yesterday with Kuwait’s Deputy
Premier and Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-
Jarrah Al-Sabah, and the two sides discussed issues
of mutual interest, the Interior Ministry said in a
statement yesterday.

Closer ties
Meanwhile, Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and

Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah held a meeting with his Pakistani counterpart
and his accompanying delegation, during which they
discussed the close relations between both friendly
countries and ways of promoting and developing them
in all fields. Both ministers also discussed a number of

issues pertinent to bilateral coordination and ways of
addressing various regional challenges, the latest
regional and international developments and issues of
mutual interest.

Present at the meeting were Deputy Foreign
Minister Ambassador Khaled Al-Jarallah, Assistant
Foreign Minister for the Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister’s Office Ambassador Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, Assistant
Foreign Minister for Asia Ambassador Ali Al-Said,
Kuwaiti Ambassador to Pakistan Nasser Al-Mutairi
and several other senior officials of the Foreign
Ministry. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled had held an iftar
banquet on Saturday in honor of the Pakistani Foreign
Minister and his accompanying delegation on the
occasion of his official visit to the country. — KUNA

Pakistan could help
facilitate de-escalating
tension in region: FM 

SKUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets
with Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank continues to ‘go green’ as
it joins Omniya’s nationwide recycling initiative.
The bank has signed a cooperation agreement
to recycle plastic waste used at the bank’s head

office and in the surrounding areas. The agree-
ment comes as part of the bank’s corporate
social responsibility program, in which sustain-
ability and the environment has played an inte-
gral role, and will see the placement of a recy-
cling receptacle in front of Gulf Bank’s Head
Office, Crystal Tower. The recycling receptacle
will be used to collect used plastic from the
bank and surrounding area.

Commenting on the initiative, Ahmad Al-
Amir, Assistant General Manager for External
Communications, Gulf Bank, said: “Following our

recent participation in Earth Hour and Earth
Day, the bank is renewing its support of raising
awareness surrounding environmental issues.
Through the agreement with Omniya, the bank
is promoting the importance and ease of recy-
cling, increasing awareness amongst employees
and customers. The bank has a responsibility to
support the preservation of our environment
and we are proud to be contributing to its
health.” The Omniya Project was founded in
2015, by young Kuwaiti’s aiming to raise aware-
ness and spread the culture waste recycling.

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem received
US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman in his office yesterday.
Kuwaiti MP Mubarak Al-Harees was present at the meeting. —KUNA

Gulf Bank moves
towards a greener
future with Omniya
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