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NAIROBI: Kenya’s Olympic 800 metres bronze
medallist Margaret Nyairera Wambui can feel
her career slipping away from her, with no idea
when, or if, she will be able to compete inter-
nationally again. The 24-year-old is one of sev-
eral star female athletes affected by an
International Association of Athletics Federa-
tions (IAAF) ruling this month that requires
women with high levels of testosterone to take
medication to suppress it.

Seated at a dirt-track stadium at the foot of
the Ngong Hills outside Nairobi where she
trains, Wambui has just returned from a disap-
pointing sixth-place finish in the 800m at the
Doha Diamond League.

She was meant to leave for the IAAF World
Challenge athletics meeting in Nanjing next
week, but now her future is one big question
mark. “I am very disappointed, I don’t feel even
like going on with the training because you don’t
know what you are training for,” she told AFP.

The new IAAF rules took effect on May 8
after South Africa’s two-time Olympic 800m
champion Caster Semenya lost a legal challenge
against them. For about a decade Semenya has
been the symbol of a furious debate worldwide
about questions of gender, women with elevated
testosterone, and physical advantage.

However other athletes such as Wambui,
who finished third behind Semenya in the 800m
at the 2016 Rio Olympics, and the silver medal-
list from Burundi, Francine Niyonsaba, are also
affected.

The IAAF has maintained that the rules are
necessary for fair competition, arguing that ath-
letes with high levels of testosterone benefit

from increased bone and muscle strength similar
to men who have gone through puberty.

However critics highlight that the very na-
ture of elite athletic success is down to one
physical advantage or another, such as swim-
mers with disproportionately big hands or feet,
or basketball players who are taller than the
average person.

“Why, when you have a high level of testos-
terone in men, you are likely to perform well and
we celebrate that? But when it comes to women
we have to tell them to lower it and we draw
them out of competition. Why?” asked Wambui.

“Why don’t we take maybe men with low
testosterone and categorise them as women?”
The new rule applies to distances from 400m to
a mile, and includes the heptathlon, which con-
cludes with an 800m race.

Wambui said simply switching to another dis-
tance like 5,000m was not possible, with differ-
ent skills and training needed that would take
years to reach elite level. “I am not going to take
medication because I am not sick and ... those
are chemicals you are putting in your body, you
don’t know how it will affect you later,” she said.

She said that maybe the idea of having dif-
ferent categories of runners-comparing it to
boxing, where heavyweights don’t fight fly-
weights-might be “a good idea to make it fair.”

Wambui grew up in Kenya’s central high-
lands in the town of Nyeri, and began running
in primary school. She was thrust into the spot-
light when she won a gold medal at the 2014
IAAF world junior championships and has since
established herself as one of the world’s top
two-lap runners.

Running is “something in me, in my blood, it
is something I cannot do without. Now they are
telling us we can’t compete, we just feel rejected.
“We are just natural, we did not dope.” Wambui,
who is tall and muscular, with braided hair and a
shy smile, said she had never faced questions
about her gender or appearance until the IAAF
began cracking down on women with elevated

testosterone.  She said she had been forced to
undergo blood tests for doping, but did not
know when she had been specifically tested for
testosterone levels. 

“I am worried now about my career,” she
said, adding that the ruling had also heaped
pressure on her family, for whom she is the only
breadwinner. — AFP
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NAIROBI: Kenya’s Olympic 800m bronze medalist Margaret Nyairera Wambui, who has faced
questions over her testosterone levels, poses after an interview with AFP in Ngong, a suburb
of Nairobi, Kenya, on May 14, 2019. — AFP

‘No bullying’ at 
meeting: WADA 
MONTREAL: The World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) said Wednesday independ-
ent investigators found no evidence of bullying
and harassment by senior executives during a
stormy meeting last year which addressed the
lifting of a drugs ban against Russia.

WADA had hired external legal investiga-
tors to conduct an investigation following ac-
cusations of bullying leveled against senior
officials by Canadian cross-country skier
Beckie Scott. Scott, who had spoken out
against WADA’s plans to lift sanctions against
Russia’s anti-doping agency (RUSADA), said
she had been treated with a “level of disre-
spect” by fellow WADA officials at the meet-
ing in the Seychelles.

But a 58-page report by independent in-
vestigators concluded that while colleagues
had treated Scott in an “aggressive, harsh and
disrespectful” manner, it did not constitute
bullying. The report recommended a series of
measures to be implemented, including train-
ing of executive committee members on
boardroom dialogue.

“Although the investigation found there
was no bullying or harassment, at its next
meeting in September the ExCo will consider

the recommendations relating to the Agency’s
governance policies, training and protocols
and remains ready to make improvements
where it can,” WADA said in a statement.

“The discussion related specifically to those
recommendations aside, the ExCo now consid-
ers the investigation to be closed.” The contro-
versy had erupted after Scott claimed she was
ridiculed when she produced a list of athlete
committees who had spoken against lifting the
ban on Russia over its doping scandal.

“There was laughter when I read the list of
athlete committees who had produced state-
ments and who were confronting the deci-
sion,” Scott told the BBC last year.  “It was all,
it was a combined effect that left me feeling
as though there is very little respect, there is
very little appreciation, and there is very little
value for the contribution that the athletes
have at this table.”

Scott said neither WADA’s president nor
director general had challenged officials who
made “gestures that were inappropriate.”

Investigators however said there was no
credible evidence that anyone at the meeting
had laughed at Scott when she spoke. How-
ever the report provided insight into the ten-
sions within WADA between various
stakeholders, with International Olympic
Committee member Francesco Ricci Bitti
suggesting that Scott had acted “victim-
istic.” “The athlete plays a good role, but
they have to keep their place as everybody,”
Ricci Bitti said. — AFP

F1 in talks with
Marrakesh 
and Kyalami for
African race
LONDON: Formula One wants to go back to
Africa, with the Moroccan city of Marrakesh and
South Africa’s Kyalami circuit keen to host a
race, commercial managing director Sean
Bratches said yesterday.

Rwanda and Nigeria have also expressed in-
terest in fan festivals on their territory.

“It’s a marketplace in which we would like to
race,” Bratches said at a Sport Industry Break-
fast Club event, two days after Formula One an-
nounced the return of the Dutch Grand Prix at
Zandvoort in 2020 after a 35-year absence.

Morocco and South Africa have hosted world
championship grands prix in the past,
Casablanca in 1958 and South Africa in East
London in the 1960s and Kyalami 20 times be-
tween 1967 and 1993.

“We race on five continents now and the last
habitable continent that we don’t race in is
Africa,” said Bratches.

“We’ve been having very productive conver-
sations in South Africa and to a lesser extent in
Morocco about bringing a grand prix... we’re on
it. It’s really important to us.”

Bratches said there was a “high degree of in-
terest” from Morocco in a circuit race in Mar-
rakesh, with the authorities seeing Formula One,
owned by US-based Liberty Media, as an eco-
nomic engine for growth and tourism.

The all-electric Formula E series already
holds an annual street race there.

“The vast majority of our grands prix are un-
derpinned by government and it’s because it
works. We shine a bright light on these cities,”
said Bratches. Yath Gangakumaran, Formula
One’s director of Strategy and Business Devel-
opment, told reporters that Rwanda and Nigeria
were also keen to be involved in fan events.

“I think Rwanda in particular have seen the
benefits of the Arsenal sponsorship deal,” he said.
The Premier League club has had a ‘Visit Rwanda’
logo on players’ left shirt sleeves since last year.
“There’s a lot of interest not just for races but for
actuations throughout the continent.”

Next season will see two new grands prix
added to the calendar, with Zandvoort and the
debut of Vietnam, but Mexico, Spain, Germany
and Britain are out of contract at the end of 2019.

Mexico, Germany and Spain face particularly
uncertain futures.

“We are optimistic about the prospect of a 21
grand prix schedule next year,” said Bratches. “I
don’t think we are going to have more than that.”

Tne American said “productive conversa-
tions” were continuing with the Mexican pro-
moter, whose race is set to lose essential
government funding, and British GP hosts Sil-
verstone, who say they cannot afford the cur-
rent terms. — Reuters


