
NAIROBI: Animal activists urged Kenya yester-
day to ban the slaughter of donkeys for use in
Chinese medicine, a practice which has soared in
recent years and decimated African populations
of the animal. Donkey skins are exported to
China to make a traditional medicine known as
ejiao, which is believed to improve blood circu-
lation, slow ageing, and boost libido and fertility.

It was once the preserve of emperors but is
now highly sought after by a burgeoning middle-
class. People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
(PETA) told AFP an investigation inside Kenyan
slaughterhouses showed animals being cruelly
beaten by workers, or dead after long truck jour-
neys from neighboring countries.

“PETA is calling for Kenya to join many other
African nations in banning the slaughter of don-
keys. There is simply no need for this cruelty, (the
medicine) is not even something that has been
shown to be effective,” said PETA spokeswoman
Ashley Fruno. China is increasingly looking to
Africa to satisfy demand as its own donkey pop-
ulation has nearly halved in recent years.

Several African countries have banned the ex-
port of donkey skins and closed Chinese-owned
slaughterhouses, meaning thousands are now
trucked long distances into Kenya from countries
such as Ethiopia and Uganda. “There are virtu-
ally no laws against the abuse of animals on farms
or in slaughterhouses in Kenya, so none of the vi-
olence captured in the footage is punishable from
a legal standpoint,” PETA said in a statement.
The government has not responded to a request
for comment. John Kariuki, the manager of a
slaughterhouse where alleged abuse was ob-
served, told AFP: “Whoever saw donkeys beaten

inside my slaughterhouse is a liar and should look
for something else to talk about.”

Skinned alive 
Alex Mayers of the UK-based animal wel-

fare organization The Donkey Sanctuary said
stories about the trade first began emerging in
2016, with tales of people waking up in the
morning to find all of their donkeys had been
stolen in the night, often skinned a short dis-
tance away. “It started to happen across all
corners of Africa, then even wider to Brazil,
Peru, Pakistan, all over we were seeing the same
photos, the same stories.”

An investigation by the body in 2017 found
the donkey skin trade was inhumane and “com-
pletely unsustainable”, he said. As the main ex-
port is the skin, “it doesn’t really matter if a
donkey is beaten or bruised by the time it is
slaughtered, there is no incentive at all to keep
donkeys in good welfare,” said Mayers. In Tan-
zania, there had been cases of slaughterhouse
workers using sledgehammers to kill donkeys, he
added. “We’ve seen cases in Botswana where
donkeys have been rounded up and machine-
gunned. In South Africa slaughter operators have
admitted using hammers to kill the donkeys, or...
skinning them alive.”

Mayers said the unprecedented movement of
donkeys for slaughter was also being linked to
disease spread, with Nigeria and Senegal having
registered their first-ever outbreaks of equine flu
this year. In East Africa, there were an estimated
2.4 million donkeys, and between Kenya’s four
slaughterhouses and illegal traders, an estimated
2,000 donkeys were killed daily, he added.

Disappearing donkeys 
If this continues, donkeys in the region could

be wiped out in four years, said Mayers, adding
donkeys were not like cows or goats that could
be intensively bred. Highly susceptible to stress,
they do not do well in large groups and have a
long gestation period of 12 months. “The harder
you try to reproduce them, the less successful it’s
likely to be, which is why China has not managed
to sustain its own population.”

Another Equine charity, Brooke, said it had

noted 60 incidents of donkeys being stolen from
Kenyan homes per week, at huge economic loss
to their owners. “Donkeys are not only key in
helping with household tasks?, ?they also en-
able owners and their families to make a living
through a variety of commercial activities, for
instance transport or agriculture,” spokes-
woman Megan Sheraton told AFP. A 2015 study
by Brooke estimated the economic value of a
donkey in Kenya at up to $2,200 (1,900 euros)
per year. — AFP 
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Animal activists urge Kenya to halt
‘horrific’ donkey skin sales to China 

BARINGO: This file photo taken on February 28, 2017 shows Donkey skins drying in the sun at
a licensed specialized slaughterhouse. —AFP 

SINGAPORE/TOKYO: Asian shippers and refiners have put
ships heading to the Middle East on alert and are expecting
a possible rise in marine insurance premiums after recent at-
tacks on Saudi oil tankers and pipeline facilities, industry
sources said on Tuesday. On Monday, armed drones at-
tacked two of Saudi Aramco’s oil pumping stations and
forced the state producer to briefly shut its East-West
pipeline, known as Petroline. The attack came two days after
the sabotage of four oil tankers - two of them owned by
Saudi Arabia - near the United Arab Emirates.

The attacks pushed up global oil prices by more than 1%
on Monday, adding to rising costs for Asian refiners, who are
now paying the highest premiums in years for spot cargoes
in an already tight market after Washington stopped sanc-
tion waivers for Iranian oil buyers this month. “It’s a
headache for North Asian refiners who are heavily reliant on
Middle East oil supplies. We are currently monitoring the
situation. It’s an unfavorable factor for the overall crude oil
market ... driving up prices,” said a North Asian oil refining
source, declining to be named due to company policy.

Asia gets nearly 70 percent of its crude oil from the Mid-

dle East, and any disruption to oil production, loading facil-
ities or key shipping routes such as the Strait of Hormuz
could have a severe impact on Asian economies. Oil tankers
typically refuel at UAE’s Fujairah port, one of the world’s
largest bunkering hubs, where the ship attacks occurred.
Following Sunday’s attack on oil tankers, oil and shipping
companies said they would have to alter their routes or take
precautions near Fujairah. “We had a ship which was refu-
eling at Fujairah when the incident occurred. Fortunately
nothing happened,” said KY Lin, spokesman at Taiwan’s For-
mosa Petrochemical Corp. “There are no other (bunkering)
choices nearby. We may choose to refuel at Singapore in-
stead,” Lin said.

Japanese shipper Nippon Yusen has already decided to
refrain from sending tankers to Fujairah for bunkering, main-
tenance or crew swaps except for emergencies, a company
spokesman said.

If its tankers need to anchor at the port, they are advised
to shorten their stay as much as possible, the spokesman
said. Ashok Sharma, managing director of shipbroker BRS
Baxi in Singapore said: “There seems to be no increase in
risk (insurance) premia as of yet.” Risk premium increases
would be inevitable, however, if security in the region con-
tinued to deteriorate, he added.

No loading disruptions so far
Noriaki Sakai, an executive officer at Idemitsu Kosan Co

Ltd, Japan’s second-largest refiner, told reporters on
Wednesday that while there is no impact on oil loading or
ship operations, the company is closely watching the situa-
tion. The second set of attacks was on Saudi Arabia’s Petro-
line, which mainly transports light crude from the kingdom’s
eastern fields to its western port of Yanbu.—Reuters 

TEHRAN: Iran is preparing to increase enriched uranium and heavy
water production as part of its decision to stop some commitments
made under the nuclear deal, an official said yesterday. “The process of
increasing the ‘capacity and production pace’ of enriched uranium and
heavy water has started since the day the president (Hassan Rouhani)
ordered it,” Behrouz Kamalvandi, spokesman for Iran’s Atomic Energy
Organization, told the semi-official ISNA news agency.

On May 8, Rouhani announced that Iran would stop observing re-
strictions on stocks of enriched uranium and heavy water agreed under
the 2015 nuclear deal with major world powers. He said it was in retal-
iation for the unilateral US withdrawal last year from the agreement
known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and sanc-
tions imposed by Washington on Tehran.

Since Rouhani’s announcement, Iran has ceased to limit its stocks of
heavy water and enriched uranium to 130 tons and 300 kilograms re-
spectively as agreed under the nuclear deal. Under the agreement, Iran
pledged to reduce its nuclear capacities for several years and allow in-
ternational inspectors inside the country to monitor its activities in re-
turn for relief from international sanctions.

The deal set a limit on the number of uranium-enriching centrifuges,
and restricted its right to enrich uranium to no higher than 3.67 percent,
well below weapons-grade levels of around 90 percent. It also called
on Iran to export enriched uranium and heavy water to ensure that the
country’s reserves would stay within the production ceiling set by the
agreement.—AFP 
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