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Mackinac Island, Michigan, USA
Mackinac Island, in Michigan’s Lake Huron, has been a va-

cation destination since Victorian times, and still maintains a
19th-century charm, with grand hotels, a pedestrian main
street lined with fudge shops, and summer sailing regattas. Hop
the ferry and spend a few days cycling around - no cars al-
lowed! Fuel up on flapjacks at one of the local diners then ride
the eight-mile loop of Lake Shore Road. Check out historic
sites like the 1780-built Fort Mackinac and the iconic red and
white Round Island Lighthouse. The classic stay is the aptly-
named Grand Hotel - a striking white structure with a 660ft
porch (purportedly the longest in the world!) overlooking
manicured English gardens that has hosted a number of US
presidents.

Toronto Islands, Toronto, Canada
A 10-minute ferry from downtown Toronto lies this utterly

charming chain of little islands, separating Toronto Harbour
from the rest of Lake Ontario. A summer afternoon getaway
might involve a chilly dip at one of the grey sand beaches, a
spin in a rented canoe and a stroll up to the Gibraltar Point
Lighthouse, the oldest lighthouse in the Great Lakes. Kids will
delight in a ride on the swan boats or the turn-of-the-century
carousel at the Centreville children’s amusement park. The
main islands are connected by boardwalks and bridges, and
most visitors travel by bike. Bring a picnic.

Isla Orquidea, Chiapas, Mexico
In the cool piney highlands on the border of Mexico and

Guatemala lies Lagos de Montebello National Park, with 59
lakes in such striking and varied shades of blue and green
they could make their own crayon palate. One, Laguna
Pojoj, is home to a small island sometimes called Isla
Orquidea (Orchid Island) for the bright flowers cultivated
there. Hire a rustic wooden raft and paddle out to the island
for an hour or two of admiring the blooms, then take a brac-
ing dip in the lake - the water is some of the cleanest in the
country.
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