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Cannes paid tribute to cult horror master John Carpen-
ter on Wednesday with an award for “The Thing” di-
rector’s contribution to cinema. Carpenter - also
known for classics including “Halloween” and “Escape

from New York” - was presented with the Golden Coach award
by the French directors’ guild at the opening ceremony of the
Director’s Fortnight, which runs in parallel to the main Cannes
festival on the French Riviera.

Fittingly for a filmmaker who is also a renowned pioneering
composer who created or jointly composed the majority of his
own film scores, the gala got under way with some eerie elec-
tronic mood music. Carpenter, an American who lives in Cali-
fornia, told the event that he had been fascinated by the way
characters emerged from rays of light in a movie projector
since his first trip to the cinema at age 3 to see Katharine Hep-
burn and Humphrey Bogart in “The African Queen.”

“It’s that transportation of an audience through the world
of light and the shadows around it that I’m proud to be a part
of,” he said. The main selection of Cannes’ film showcase
opened with a zombie extravaganza, “The Dead Don’t Die,” on
Tuesday night. Its director, Jim Jarmusch, cited Carpenter as
one of his horror film references and inspirations.  — Reuters

Cult horror director John Carpenter honored at Cannes

US pop singer-turned-actress Selena
Gomez warned Wednesday that social
media had been “terrible” for her gen-
eration but said she tried to set a good

example for her 150 million followers on Insta-
gram. Speaking after her politically-charged zom-
bie flick, Jim Jarmusch’s “The Dead Don’t Die”,
opened the Cannes film festival, Gomez said the
platforms that helped make her famous were de-
structive in the wrong hands. “I think that our
world is going through a lot obviously. What Jim
(Jarmusch) gestured to in the film is that social
media has really been terrible for my generation,”
Gomez, 26, told a news conference.

Her comments came as a Malaysian teenager
took her own life after posting an Instagram poll
asking if she should live or die. The 16-year-old
from Kuching in eastern Sarawak state died after
posting the poll Monday on the Facebook-
owned platform. Gomez, who has been mobbed
by autograph hunters in Cannes and dominated
photo spreads from opening night on Tuesday,
also warned about the fake news rampant on so-
cial media.

“I understand that it’s amazing to use your plat-
form but it does scare me when you see how ex-
posed these young girls and young boys are,” she
said. “They are not aware of the news. I think it’s
dangerous for sure if people aren’t getting the
right information sometimes.”

‘It scares me’    
Gomez said pervasive internet bullying

“scares” her and left many young people “devas-
tated”. In light of her own massive social media
presence, Gomez was asked what celebrities and
tech industry giants could do to make the online
world less toxic. She set out a bleak picture.  “I
think it’s pretty impossible to make it safe at this
point. There’s no blocking anything, they’re ex-

posed to it immediately,” she said at the news con-
ference with her co-stars Bill Murray, Chloe Sevi-
gny and Tilda Swinton.

Gomez said she was “grateful” to “have a plat-
form” and tried to use it to “share things that I’m
really passionate about”. “I also don’t do a lot of
pointless pictures. I like to be intentional with it,”
she said. On her own internet use, Gomez said less
was more. “It can be great in moments but I would
just be careful and allow yourself some time limits
when you use it and when you shouldn’t.”

Commodity fetishism   
Jarmusch’s film, a tribute to the George Romero

monster movies of the 1960s and 70s, depicts a
small town in Trump-era America facing an infes-
tation of flesh-eating zombies, including one played
by Jarmusch’s friend Iggy Pop. The siege is trig-
gered by polar fracking which scientists say has
“knocked the Earth off its axis”, even as the gov-
ernment’s energy secretary and large gas corpo-
rations insist it’s safe. Gomez plays a “big city
hipster” visiting the town who falls victim to an am-
bush of zombies, who moan for the creature com-
forts they craved in life like wifi, Xanax and
chardonnay wine.

Jarmusch, 66, is a Cannes favorite who has pre-
miered hits such as “Broken Flowers”, “Only Lovers
Left Alive” and “Paterson” at the festival. He said
he was using the zombie metaphor in his new
movie to take aim at “the whole culture of com-
modity fetishism” as well as climate change denial.
“Watching nature decline at unprecedented rates
in history is for me terrifying and concerning,” Jar-
musch said. He said despite the film’s grim message,
the fervour of young climate activists gave him
grounds for hope.  

“We do have people that are concerned with it
and are making it their focus, mostly younger peo-
ple-there is optimism for sure but it’s just the time-

frame is speeding up very quickly,” he said. Murray,
68, waxed philosophical about movie acting as the
seas rise and the planet overheats. “When I’m not

working, I’m lazy.... I’m a better person when I’m
working on a film,” he said. “This is my little ice floe
that I stand on and I hope it doesn’t melt.” —AFP

Cannes idol Gomez says social
media ‘terrible’ for her generation

US director John Carpenter, center, strolls on the Promenade de la Croisette during the 72nd edition of the Cannes Film
Festival in Cannes, southern France. — AFP

British actor Michael Caine is to take on the role of a grumpy washed-up author in
the film “Best Sellers” which will begin shooting in Canada in July, the distributors
said at Cannes.  The story revolves around the fate of a boutique publishing house
and the ambitious young editor who is trying to save it by setting off on a crazy

book tour with Caine, a whisky-drinking author well past his prime who just wants to stay
at home with his cat. 

“With ‘bullshite’ as his rallying cry, Caine weaves a character that is hilarious in its rage,
yet so touching in its vulnerability,” Mark Damon of Foresight Unlimited told media at Cannes
on Wednesday, describing it as “a wonderful script”. Now 86, Caine has for many years pro-
fessed to be semi-retired, but continues to add to his vast body of work, most recently ap-
pearing last year in “King of Thieves”, based on the true story of a gang of retired crooks
who pull off a major jewelry heist in London. —AFP 

Michael Caine to headline ‘Best 
Sellers’ as razor-tongued writer

US singer and actress Selena Gomez poses during the 72nd edition of the Cannes Film Festival
in Cannes, southern France. — AFP


