
WAJIR: As day breaks over the sandy stretch of Kenyan desert,
Salah Abdinoor Issack finishes his dawn prayers and will now spend
the hours until sunrise with his closest companions - his camels. Is-
sack, his grey beard tinged with orange henna, has herded and
cared for camels since the age of seven and feels a deep kinship
with the animals that have sustained his
rural community in Hadado, northern
Kenya. “I can’t fall asleep if I’m not with
them,” Issack said.

But the snorting beasts now have an ad-
ditional benefit. They are being hailed for
their ability to withstand climate-related
droughts that are set to worsen in the Horn
of Africa, where temperatures average
above 30 degrees Celsius parts of the year.
Their milk has been dubbed “white gold”
by food experts who say the creamy liquid could help conquer mal-
nutrition, diabetes and other medical concerns, making it a tempting
new superfood for health-conscious Western consumers.

With a growth in camel milk products available - from chocolate
bars to baby milk formula and ice cream to “camelcino” coffees -
there is a growing demand from consumers from North America to
China, market experts say. “If there is water scarcity, (camels) can
go a month without water. Even when they are thirsty they can still
produce milk - there is no downside to camels,” said Issack who

uses money from milk sales to support his family.
Climate change is a growing threat in Kenya and is making

drought and humanitarian disasters worse across Africa, interna-
tional aid agencies warn. The number of people in need of food aid
in Kenya has risen by almost 70 percent, to 1.1 million, since August

2018, due largely to poor rains, the govern-
ment said. In 2017 Kenya declared drought
a national disaster and earlier this year an-
nounced it had allocated 2 billion shillings
(about $20 million) to respond.

Extreme weather has pushed wandering
nomads like Issack to bank on camels - and
their milk - as a drought-safe investment
with Kenya now the world’s second largest
producer of camel milk after neighboring
Somalia. “Camels are very well adapted to

climate change and they’ve evolved over millennia to survive in dry,
hot climates,” said Piers Simpkin, senior program coordinator at the
United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in Kenya.
“They are a remarkable beast.”

Healthy humps
Huddled on the roadside at her small store, Halima Sheikh has

been selling frothy camel milk for 15 years and is one of a growing
number of female milk traders in Wajir County. As she awaits fresh

deliveries of milk sped across the desert on dusty motorbikes, she
credits the drink with granting her and many other women an in-
come. “I don’t have anything else. If I didn’t have these containers
of milk I’d be at home. I’d be starving,” she said. Camel milk is es-
pecially nutritious for young children and the elderly, she said, and
selling it to passersby has allowed her to pay her debts and her chil-
dren’s school fees.

The milk, commonly drunk in countries from the United Arab
Emirates to Chad and Mongolia, has a vitamin C content three times
as rich as cow’s milk, according to the FAO, and can benefit those
who lack access to a varied and balanced diet. “It’s widely claimed
that there are lots of medicinal properties to the milk. It’s a different
make-up of the proteins, carbohydrates and fatty acids,” said Simp-
kin. “That’s what makes people claim that it’s much more nutritious.”

Wajir, home to a large Somali diaspora, has been plagued by the
militant group al Shabaab, which is active in recruiting youth, ac-
cording to local government minister Yussuf Abdi Gedi. “The other
effect of climate change is, because many people are losing their
livestock, they settle in villages where there are no jobs,” said Gedi.
“We are having youth that are not skilled but idle. Crime levels have
gone up and they are easily radicalized.” More than 60 percent of
local people still rely on livestock, according to Gedi, but cattle are
dying due to increased dry weather and driving migration to towns.
“We see climate change with our own eyes,” said local cattle herder
Abdi Gedi, who has been shepherding cows for 22 years. —Reuters
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Brexit Britain
‘like Game of
Thrones’
BRUSSELS: Brexit Britain is “like Game
of Thrones on steroids”, a leading candi-
date for the top job at the European Com-
mission said Wednesday as the
front-runners clashed in a televised de-
bate. Frans Timmermans, the commission
vice-president and the main centre left
hopeful, said the political chaos raging in
Britain should serve as a warning to others
tempted by the siren call of populism.

The Dutchman faced off against chief
rivals conservative MEP Manfred Weber
and EU competition commissioner Mar-
grethe Vestager in a debate that featured
a few testy exchanges but no serious body
blows. With populist and nationalist move-
ments on the rise in Europe, Timmermans
said mainstream parties needed to do
more to persuade voters of the value of
European integration. And he warned that
voters who believed the populists’ rhetoric
could expect disappointment. “Look at
what the divisiveness of Brexit has done to
the United Kingdom,” he said.

“Today the United Kingdom looks like
Game of Thrones on steroids-and that’s
because of this divisive politics,” he said,
referring to a television series known for
bloody intrigue, gruesome torture and in-
discriminate dragonfire. Nearly three years
on from its shock vote to leave the EU,
Britain remains a member, its bitterly di-
vided politicians deadlocked and unable to

agree on the details of the divorce. Cur-
rently held by former Luxembourg premier
Jean-Claude Juncker, the head of the com-
mission serves a five-year term as Europe’s
chief legislator, trade negotiator and reg-
ulation supremo.

The EU is split over how Juncker’s suc-
cessor should be chosen, in particular how
great a role the results of the May 23-26
elections to the European Parliament
should play. Wednesday’s debate, broad-
cast on European TV stations and online,
was the first to feature Weber, the head of
the centre-right European People’s Party
group who has the backing of German
Chancellor Angela Merkel. Weber-criti-
cized by some as uncharismatic and little

known beyond the EU bubble-said he
wanted to “open a new chapter” as head
of the commission.

Vestager, the Dane who has served five
years as the bloc’s anti-trust enforcer, tak-
ing on the likes of Google, Apple and Star-
bucks, is aiming to be the first woman to
lead the commission. “It’s important to show
that we do change and the most visible way
to do it is to have a gender balanced com-
mission, the same number of men as the
number of women-that reflects our soci-
ety,” she said. Also taking part in the debate
were Greens MEP Ska Keller, Nico Cue of
the far left grouping and Czech MEP Jan
Zahradil, who represents another centre-
right but more eurosceptic bloc. — AFP 

Stop soil erosion
now - or face 
starvation soon
ROME: The world’s food production is in jeopardy because
the fertile layer of soil that people depend on to plant crops
is being eroded by human activities, scientists said yesterday.
Climate change is likely to make it worse even as demand
from a grown population is soaring, they said. Soil erosion
happens naturally, but intensive agriculture, deforestation,
mining and urban sprawl accelerate it and can reduce crop
yields by up to 50%, according to the United Nations’ Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO).

FAO also said the equivalent of a soccer pitch of soil is
eroded every five seconds, and the planet is on a path that
could lead to the degradation of more than 90% of all the
Earth’s soils by 2050. “We’re approaching a critical point at
which we need to start acting on soil erosion or we are not
going to be able to feed ourselves in the future,” Lindsay
Stringer, professor at England’s University of Leeds, said. She
was speaking on the sidelines of a three-day conference on
soil erosion co-organized by the FAO.

Erosion degrades soil, meaning it is less able to withstand
stresses such as changes in rainfall and longer droughts,
Richard Cruse, professor at Iowa State University in the
United States, told the Thomson Reuters Foundation. A repeat
of weather conditions like those experienced in 2012, includ-
ing drought and famine in the Horn of Africa and hurricanes
in the United States, “could really cut our food supply in a way
that we haven’t experienced,” he said. Yet, policy makers are
too caught up in day-to-day issues to focus on soil erosion,
he added. “They have to deal with poverty, health, roads,
things that are of immediate effect. Soil erosion is long term.
It’s like sands through an hourglass. We know what’s happen-
ing, but we’ll worry about it tomorrow.” — Reuters

LONDON: Britain’s opposition Labor Party Leader Jeremy Corby (7th left) sit with members of his
front bench as Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May stands and speaks during the weekly Prime
Minister’s question and answer session in the House of Commons in London. —AFP 


