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Local Spotlight

Seif Palace was built in 1904 from local materials such as clay, rocks, limestone, wood and metals taking on an Islamic
architectural style by using arches and Islamic decorations. — Ahmad Alfailakawi / KUNA

PHOTO OF THE DAY

The Muslim world is in the second tenth of
Ramadan, a month that is usually calm and
relaxed, but this year, serious political events have

encroached into our lives. Conflict between two major
states such as Iran and the United States can lead to seri-
ous consequences and a devastating impact on the Gulf
region if tensions do not ease as soon as possible.

Powerful explosions at UAE’s Fujairah port this week
created fears in the world. No country has taken the
responsibility for it yet. The United States has warned
about the dangers of maritime shipping in the region.

The trouble in Fujairah sent a warning to all regional
countries to look at the phenomenon of security in the
region as oil is the nerve of the region.

Oil prices have a big impact on everyone, and I think
the major goal of military operations in the Middle East is
to ensure that shipping lanes remain open. But there are
challenges facing the oil industry and consumers, and
OPEC should participate in stabilizing the oil market.

I believe that confronting instability is one of the most
important challenges facing the oil market at present that
is affecting the growth of the global economy, especially
as oil dominance is likely to remain at least for the next
20 years if not more, and the Middle East will be a major
source of world oil. Oil plays a big role in the global
economy of the Middle East. The region has many allies

and interests that make it important for the stability and
security of its friends and allies.

Oil prices need to remain stable, and there are many
factors that can lead to a rise in the price of a barrel or its
fall below the acceptable rate. The current price of $70 is
an appropriate rate. The economies of oil-producing
countries are known to benefit from rising prices in the
short term as it will allow them to cut budget deficits so
that they can raise costs and stimulate economic growth
and investment.

While consuming countries will bear the cost of pro-
duction, exporting countries will enjoy support from cor-
porate revenues, fueling inflation. At some point, high
prices may cause damage. Thus the increase in prices
must be stopped because it affects the purchasing power
of consumers, which could lead to a contraction in busi-
ness and the global economy and a decline in the global
demand for oil. For all these reasons, it is difficult to guess
a specific direction of oil prices. But the current situation
in the region needs to be well monitored as oil remains
the lifeline of all.

Oil and war

No country
has taken the
responsibility
for it yet

U.S. Ambassador to Kuwait
Lawrence R. Silverman

IN MY VIEW

The international community recently marked
World Press Freedom Day. It is a reminder that
nations should come together to support the fun-

damental principle of press freedom, defend the media
from challenges to its independence, and recognize jour-
nalists for that independence and their role in imparting
information and ideas - sometimes at risk to their lives.  

It is important that each government do its utmost to
protect press freedom and freedom of expression. Both
the United States and Kuwaiti constitutions enshrine
freedom of the press and expression as essential to the
functioning of our societies.  Kuwaitis should be proud
of their free and active press, vibrant civil society, and
the most democratic parliament in the region.  The idea
of people coming together to share ideas, values, and

opinions is a cornerstone of a thriving, modern demo-
cratic society - and it is a foundation of Kuwaiti society,
in part through the unique institution of the diwaniya.  

International organizations have credited Kuwait for
its freedoms, but the country’s international ranking on
measures of press freedom has declined during the past
decade.  The international community looks to Kuwait, as
a party to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, to prevent erosion of press freedom and
to preserve its platform for citizens to express their
thoughts and debate points of contention.  We encour-
age the government, legislature, civil society and mem-
bers of the press to work together to promote Kuwait’s
core values of freedom of expression and the existence
of a vibrant and free media. 

US, Kuwait constitutions enshrine
freedom of press, expression 


