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Local Spotlight

Seif Palace was built in 1904 from local materials such as clay, rocks, limestone, wood and metals taking on an Islamic
architectural style by using arches and Islamic decorations. — Ahmad Alfailakawi / KUNA

PHOTO OF THE DAY

The Muslim world is in the second tenth of
Ramadan, a month that is usually calm and
relaxed, but this year, serious political events have

encroached into our lives. Conflict between two major
states such as Iran and the United States can lead to seri-
ous consequences and a devastating impact on the Gulf
region if tensions do not ease as soon as possible.

Powerful explosions at UAE’s Fujairah port this week
created fears in the world. No country has taken the
responsibility for it yet. The United States has warned
about the dangers of maritime shipping in the region.

The trouble in Fujairah sent a warning to all regional
countries to look at the phenomenon of security in the
region as oil is the nerve of the region.

Oil prices have a big impact on everyone, and I think
the major goal of military operations in the Middle East is
to ensure that shipping lanes remain open. But there are
challenges facing the oil industry and consumers, and
OPEC should participate in stabilizing the oil market.

I believe that confronting instability is one of the most
important challenges facing the oil market at present that
is affecting the growth of the global economy, especially
as oil dominance is likely to remain at least for the next
20 years if not more, and the Middle East will be a major
source of world oil. Oil plays a big role in the global
economy of the Middle East. The region has many allies

and interests that make it important for the stability and
security of its friends and allies.

Oil prices need to remain stable, and there are many
factors that can lead to a rise in the price of a barrel or its
fall below the acceptable rate. The current price of $70 is
an appropriate rate. The economies of oil-producing
countries are known to benefit from rising prices in the
short term as it will allow them to cut budget deficits so
that they can raise costs and stimulate economic growth
and investment.

While consuming countries will bear the cost of pro-
duction, exporting countries will enjoy support from cor-
porate revenues, fueling inflation. At some point, high
prices may cause damage. Thus the increase in prices
must be stopped because it affects the purchasing power
of consumers, which could lead to a contraction in busi-
ness and the global economy and a decline in the global
demand for oil. For all these reasons, it is difficult to guess
a specific direction of oil prices. But the current situation
in the region needs to be well monitored as oil remains
the lifeline of all.

Oil and war

No country
has taken the
responsibility
for it yet

U.S. Ambassador to Kuwait
Lawrence R. Silverman

IN MY VIEW

The international community recently marked
World Press Freedom Day. It is a reminder that
nations should come together to support the fun-

damental principle of press freedom, defend the media
from challenges to its independence, and recognize jour-
nalists for that independence and their role in imparting
information and ideas - sometimes at risk to their lives.  

It is important that each government do its utmost to
protect press freedom and freedom of expression. Both
the United States and Kuwaiti constitutions enshrine
freedom of the press and expression as essential to the
functioning of our societies.  Kuwaitis should be proud
of their free and active press, vibrant civil society, and
the most democratic parliament in the region.  The idea
of people coming together to share ideas, values, and

opinions is a cornerstone of a thriving, modern demo-
cratic society - and it is a foundation of Kuwaiti society,
in part through the unique institution of the diwaniya.  

International organizations have credited Kuwait for
its freedoms, but the country’s international ranking on
measures of press freedom has declined during the past
decade.  The international community looks to Kuwait, as
a party to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, to prevent erosion of press freedom and
to preserve its platform for citizens to express their
thoughts and debate points of contention.  We encour-
age the government, legislature, civil society and mem-
bers of the press to work together to promote Kuwait’s
core values of freedom of expression and the existence
of a vibrant and free media. 

US, Kuwait constitutions enshrine
freedom of press, expression 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah is welcomed at the Kuwait Disabled Sport Club. 

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah visits the Nabati Poets’ Diwaniya.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah is welcomed at the Kuwait Blind Association.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, accompanied by Chief of the National
Guard Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, visited

the Kuwait Disabled Sport Club on Wednesday evening. He was
welcomed by Minister of Information and Minister of State for
Youth Affairs Mohammad Nasser Al-Jabri, and the honorary
chairperson of the club Sheikha Sheikha Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah
and leaders of the club.

His Highness the Crown Prince conveyed to the board mem-
bers and all staffers of the club the greetings and best wishes of
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
on the occasion of the holy month of Ramadan. He appreciated
their efforts which led to remarkable achievements in the regional
and international sports events. His Highness the Crown Prince
reaffirmed the commitment of the state to backing all efforts aim-
ing to ensure the welfare of the people with special needs and in-
tegrate them into the society. He expressed the best wishes for
the country under the wise leadership of His Highness the Amir -
the Humanitarian Leader. At the end of the visit, His Highness the
Crown Prince received a gift token from leaders of the club.

Meanwhile, His Highness Sheikh Nawaf visited the Kuwait
Sports Club for the Deaf, as he was welcomed by Jabri and lead-
ers of the Public Authority for Sports and the club. His Highness
the Crown Prince conveyed to the board members and all staffers
of the club the greetings and best wishes of His Highness the Amir
on the occasion of the holy month of Ramadan. He appreciated
their efforts to ensure the welfare of the people with special needs
and integrate them into the society, renewing the commitment of

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah greets members of the Kuwait Disabled Sport Club.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah visits the Kuwait Blind Association.
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His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah visits the Kuwait Disabled Sport Club. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Crown Prince receives a gift token during his visit to the Nabati Poets’ Diwaniya. A group photo with His Highness the Crown Prince at the Nabati Poets’ Diwaniya.

His Highness the Crown Prince receives a gift token during his visit to the Kuwait Blind Association.His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah visits the Kuwait Disabled
Sport Club.

the state to supporting them. At the end of the visit, His Highness
the Crown Prince received a gift token from the club.

Also, His Highness Sheikh Nawaf visited the Kuwait Blind As-
sociation, and was welcomed by Minister of Social Affairs Saad
Ibrahim Al-Kharraz, and the honorary president of the associa-
tion Fahad Sayyah Bu-Shaiba, as well as the board chairman and
members of the association. His Highness the Crown Prince con-
veyed to the leaders and staffers of the association the greetings
of His Highness the Amir on the occasion of the holy month of

Ramadan. He appreciated their services for the members of the
association, reaffirming the commitment of the state to backing
all efforts aiming to ensure the welfare of the people with special
needs and integrate them into the society. At the end of the visit,
His Highness the Crown Prince received a gift token from leaders
of the association.

Later on Wednesday, His Highness Sheikh Nawaf visited the
diwaniya of ‘Nabati’ (vernacular Bedouin) poets, as he was wel-
comed to the new building of the diwaniya (traditional lounge) by

Minister of the Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah
and Advisor to the Amiri Diwan Mohammad Dhaifullah Sharar, as
well as board chairman and members of the Nabati Poets’ Di-
waniya. His Highness the Crown Prince conveyed to the audience
the greetings of His Highness the Amir on the occasion of the holy
month of Ramadan. He extolled the role of Nabati poets in con-
serving the heritage of the country and the cultural identity of the
nation. His Highness the Crown Prince received a gift token at the
end of the visit. — KUNA
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By Shreya Sajeev

On an average, people spend an hour and a half in traf-
fic in the metropolitan cities of India and this is espe-
cially true of Bengaluru, recent research shows.

Sometimes, you have epiphanies, and sometimes some life
altering decisions are taken during the many hours we spend
waiting for the light to turn green. Lifetimes seem to pass us
by and sometimes entire Game of Thrones episodes too. 

After having finished my Kuwait sojourn, like most people
I took the usual trajectory and travelled to India for college.
I, however, have the relative comfort of staying with family
and eating home food. But this luxury does not extend to my
everyday travel. Living on the outskirts of the bustling city of
Bengaluru, I must travel almost 40 km to and from college.
This has obviously jerked me out of my complacency and
made me realize the importance of an efficient public trans-
portation system. 

Like the public transport buses operated by Kuwait’s
Citybus, KGL or the government-run KPTC, Bengaluru has
the Bengaluru Metropolitan Transport Corporation (BMTC)
buses which connect the city well. This is supplemented by
the timely metro trains that run every five to 10 minutes from
major terminals across the city. 

Travelling to school, in Kuwait was no trouble because it
was only a five-minute walk from my house. Having lived in
Salmiya for almost 17 years, everything was within reach.
Be it school, malls, restaurants or parks; all just a stone’s
throw away. 

But in Bengaluru, staying on the outskirts of the city
makes it slightly cumbersome to get around the city with the
heavy traffic. Online transportation network apps like Uber
and Ola have reinvented the commute scene in India. But it is
the strong presence of the public transport that is the core
of the city. 

Kuwait could also benefit from effective metro train sys-
tem. Buses and taxis provide a wide network of coverage,
but they lack the convenience of a metro. Buses from Kuwait

City to almost all other places have more frequent buses
than routes via Shuwaikh to Salmiya. In general, there’s
excellent connectivity. Unlike in India, in Kuwait, one person
does the job of both driver and conductor.

However, the inclement weather in Kuwait makes it diffi-
cult to access the public bus stops. There are times when
buses don’t stop at certain bus stops and people have to
wait for longer under the scorching sun. Kuwait roads are

not devoid of traffic congestion, which could be nerve-
wracking and sometimes may go up to several hours. 

It was only after coming back to Kuwait, after having
lived in India, and travelling long distance that I have become
aware of these differences and some similarities in the trans-
portation systems in both countries, but still unsure as to
who does a better job. Perhaps, I might have to travel an
eternity to figure that out.

Commuting life: A tale of two cities

Kuwait traffic

Bengaluru traffic
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Mosque bombing proved strength of
Kuwait’s national unity: Defense Minister

KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah attends
a special event to commemorate the fourth anniversary of the martyrs of the Imam Al-Sadeq Mosque. 

— KUNA photos
First Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah tours a gallery
documenting the events of the terrorist attack.

KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and
Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah said that the terrorist bomb-
ing of the Imam Al-Sadeq Mosque proved
that “our national unity is the rock on which
the ambitions of the oppressors and the ha-
tred of the infidels are smashed.”

The defense minister’s speech was deliv-
ered by the Ministry of Information’s Assis-
tant Undersecretary for Tourism Affairs
Yousef Mustafa during a special event held by
the Board of Trustees of Imam Al-Ahqaki’s
endowments on Wednesday to commemorate
the fourth anniversary of the martyrs of the

Imam Al-Sadeq Mosque. 
“Today, we stand together to renew our

condemnation of such a horrifying crime,
which only emphasized that our national
unity is a rock at which all aggressions are
crushed,” Sheikh Nasser said, praying for the
souls of all martyrs. Meanwhile, head of the

Board of Trustees of Imam Al-Ahqaki’s en-
dowments Dr Saleh Al-Saffar stressed that to
the terrorists’ surprise, the attack only made
the Kuwaiti people stronger and more uni-
fied. The ceremony was also attended by rep-
resentatives of the martyrs’ families’ and
dignitaries. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister meets with French Ambassador to Kuwait
Marie Masdupuy. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister
Khaled Al-Jarallah discussed yesterday with
French Ambassador to Kuwait Marie Mas-
dupuy a number of issues of reciprocal inter-
est and bilateral ties. The two sides also

tackled the latest regional and international
developments. The meeting was attended by
assistant Foreign Minister for Deputy Foreign
Minister’s office affairs Ambassador Ayham
Al-Omar. —KUNA

Kuwaiti Deputy FM meets
French Ambassador

KUWAIT: Direct Aid Society, founded by Dr
Abdul Rahman Al-Sumait, celebrates its founda-
tion anniversary today. The Society aims to pro-
viding distinctive services in the field of
education, relief, and developing the capabilities
and income of the poor communities. It also
works on improving the living of poor commu-
nities so they can depend on themselves and
their local sources. Development of human re-
sources in several areas, including health, edu-
cation, agriculture, infrastructure were most
important strategies of the Society, it con-
tributed to the change of the lives of more than
15 million people.

Since the establishment of the association, Dr
Sumait has been keen to develop charitable
work in Kuwait to be part of the international
humanitarian organizations and to transform vol-
unteer work into institutional work in accor-
dance with a developed management strategy
and systems. Dr Sumait is one of the founders of
charitable work in Kuwait, where he started his
first career in 1981 after he visited a number of
young people in Malawi, which resulted in the
establishment of the Committee of Malawi Mus-
lims to help the poor and Muslims.

During his lifetime, the Direct Aid Society in
Africa became one of the most important hu-

manitarian organizations, with more than half a
million students studying in its educational facil-
ities. It has more than four universities and a
large number of radio stations and publications.
It has also dug and established more than 8,600
wells and prepared and trained more than 4,000
preachers and teachers and guarantee thou-
sands of orphans.

Despite the death of Sumait in mid-August
2013, the work of the association is still going on
with great activity because it had left institutional
work in accordance with a clear methodology in
the field of philanthropy and humanitarian work
to remain continuous for current and future gen-
erations. The name of the late Sumait was associ-
ated with humanitarian philanthropy throughout
Africa, his great contributions to health and edu-
cation, the fight against poverty and hunger, and
the provision of the necessary supplies to millions
of people in the continent. Sumait was born in
1947, studied medicine and then majored in the
field of Tropical Medicine. —KUNA

Direct Aid marks
its foundation
anniversary

Dr Abdul Rahman Al-Sumait with students studying
under a Direct Aid Society program.
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Assembly Speaker: Chances
of regional war very high

MP Adasani demands reversing petrol prices
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq
Al-Ghanem issued a stern warning that the
chances of a regional war breaking out are very
high, saying that government readiness appears
to be better than before.

Ghanem was speaking after the national as-
sembly held a special secret session to discuss
the political tension in the region and the possi-
bility of Iran situation developing into a military
conformation with the United States. “Based on
the presentations made by the government, re-
grettably the chances of a regional war breaking
out are very high,” Ghanem told reporters and
added that “the war is likely to take place.”

He said that the regional situations are not
encouraging and not assuring. He also said that

“the readiness of the government is much better
than before based on information and figures
presented during the session.”

Ghanem said that the assembly heard a
lengthy presentation by Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah and also by other
ministers and officials. He called on lawmakers
that they need to behave in a responsible way.

Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-
Saleh said the government made its presentation
on the explosive regional situation and is waiting
for the assemblys’ recommendations on the
issue. MP Abdullah Fahhad said the government
provided a detailed explanation over the devel-
opments in the region and the US threats to Iran.

MP Majed Al-Mutairi also praised the gov-
ernmen’s presentation and its readiness for any
eventuality. But MP Al-Humaidi Al-Subaie said

the session was full of general talk only, adding
that the information known by most journalists
are more than those presented by the govern-
ment in the session.

In the meantime, MP Riyadh Al-Adasani said
yesterday that he will submit a motion urgently
calling on the government to scrap all increases
to the prices of electricity, water and fuel and
reverse the prices back to where they were be-
fore the increase. Adasani said that a number of
MPs will also sign the motion and demand that
it be debated urgently, adding that he had sub-
mitted the same motion twice before and noth-
ing happened. After the crash in oil prices in
2014, the government raised the prices of fuel,
electricity and water by lowering subsidies. But
Kuwaiti citizens were spared the rises in elec-
tricity and water.

KUWAIT: Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-
Saleh speaks to reporters at the National Assembly
following a special secret session yesterday. 

—Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Agricul-
tural Affairs and Fish Resources (PAAAFR)
formed a committee to receive complaints
from farmers whose farms were recently
damaged by locust swarms. The authority is
currently going through cases it has already
received and will consider the possibility of
compensation, sources said, adding that
there were more than 16 complaints de-
manding compensation.

Meanwhile, head of Kuwait Farmers
Union Abdallah Al-Damak said the union
cooperates with PAAAFR in following up
with the farms that were hit by locust in
Wafra during the past two weeks. On the
other hand, executive director of the com-
petition protection department at PAAAFR
Dr Abdallah Al-Ouwaisi warned against
creating a sudden artificial abundance of
products and deal with it in an untrue prices
that may affect the economies of the rest of
competitors.

Fatal crash
A man died and three others were injured

in a two-vehicle collision reported in Jaber
Al-Ahmad yesterday. The accident hap-
pened when a driver lost control over his ve-
hicle and it swerved into the shoulder of the
road, then ran over four men who were
standing next to a car that was stopped
there, according to the driver’s statements.
A case was filed for further investigations.

Educational development
The Ministry of Education (MOE) de-

cided not to renew its agreement with the
World Bank on educational and curriculum
development, said informed sources, noting
that MOE is currently looking for another
international advisors to replace the World
Bank. Organizations that are likely to pro-
vide consultancy and supervise educational
development in Kuwait include Cambridge
University and UNESCO’s education bu-
reau, the sources added. Further, the
sources stressed that MOE would continue
using the current curriculums while a team
of ten members has been formed in each
educational zone to set the new assessment
methods  and form the base of the future
curriculums’ team. 

Post service resumes
The Ministry of Services stressed that

mail categorization and distribution at
Kuwait International Airport and Al-Siddiq
were resumed after an agreement and set-
tlement was reached between the ministry
and the company responsible for distrib-
uting the mail over paying unpaid wages
of protesting workers. The ministry added
that postal parcels will not be distributed
to the addresses written on them, but in-
stead recipients would be called or receive
text messages to collect them themselves.
Further, the ministry also stressed that
outbound postal parcels’ traffic was going
on normally according to mail statistics
about the past two days, where Mishref
center received 568 parcels  and for-
warded them to the airport center to be
sent to various countries. 

Locust-hit farm owners
can file for compensation

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Firemen battled a blaze in piles of an-
imal feed in Salmi which covered an area of
nearly 15,000 square meters on Wednesday.
Firefighters from Jahra, occupational Jahra, Ard-
hiya and backup fire stations used bulldozers to
separate the feed and keep the flames from
spreading. Meanwhile, firemen put out a blaze
that gutted six shops in Shuwaikh Industrial.
Firefighters from Shuwaikh Industrial, Shuhada
and backup fire stations responded to an emer-
gency call and found out that the fire started in
two jet-ski repair shops before spreading to four
nearby construction material stores. The fire was
extinguished and no injuries were reported. In

the meantime, three vehicles caught fire at the
time of iftar in Fintas on Wednesday, as Mangaf
fire station men put out the blaze without in-
juries. Investigations were opened to reveal the
causes of the fires. 

Food to prisoners
The Police Cooperative Society distributed

Ramadan baskets to prison inmates, based on a
personal humanitarian initiative by Deputy
Prime Minister and Interior Minister Lieutenant
General Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah and
at his expense. The distribution covered the gen-
eral, central and women prisons, with a total in-
mates’ number of 4,585.

In other news, the Interior Ministry’s Rela-
tions and Security Information department said
official evening working hours at service centers
were extended during Ramadan from 2:30 pm
until 5:30 pm, with the exception of the Libera-
tion Tower’s center. The new working hours are
as follows: All service centers in the six gover-
norates: mornings 10:00 am - 2:30 pm, evenings:
2:30 pm - 5:00 pm. The car agencies offices:
mornings 9:30 am - 12:30 pm, evenings 9:00 pm
- 11:30 pm. 

String of
fires reported
around Kuwait

KUWAIT: Firefighters perform the Asr prayer as their comrades battle a blaze in animal feed in
Salmi on Wednesday.
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VARANASI: Congress general secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra (top center) gestures along with other party leaders during a roadshow election campaign in Varanasi. —AFP 

NEW DELHI: India’s election watchdog says it
has forced Facebook, Twitter and YouTube to
take down hundreds of posts during the coun-
try’s election but experts say it is just a drop in
an ocean of misinformation that has engulfed
voters. The ruling Hindu nationalist Bharatiya
Janata Party and opposition Congress party
have thrown armies of “cyber warriors” into a
bitter social media war for the six weeks of vot-
ing that ends Sunday. 

The arch-rivals accuse each other of deploy-
ing social media dark arts such as automated
bots and trolls to bombard voters with mes-
sages, fake and real. No blow has been too low
in the war of words and videos between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and opposition leader
Rahul Gandhi.

Real-life insults traded by the two - Gandhi
calling Modi a “thief”, Modi deriding his oppo-
nent as “pappu”, or fool - get shared thousands
of times on WhatsApp and Twitter within min-
utes. But so do photoshopped images of long-
time foe Pakistan’s flag at Gandhi rallies, or Modi
eating with Imran Khan, prime minister of Pak-
istan. The origin of these images is unknown, but

both have been debunked by AFP fact-checkers
during this campaign. And experts say the fake
news on a host of apps is swaying votes.

Tainted votes 
The 2019 poll has been “an app-based elec-

tion where along with the positive voter engage-
ment drives, WhatsApp, ShareChat, Helo,
TikTok, Instagram are being used for propa-
ganda and misinformation campaigns,” said Asia
politics researcher Sangeeta Mahapatra. Senior
Congress politician Shashi Tharoor said in a re-
cent editorial that there was a “danger” that
“many votes will be cast on the basis of disinfor-
mation.” Both the BJP and Congress have each
spent tens of millions of dollars to reach the 900
million electorate who have become huge con-
sumers of phone content.

Some 500 million Indians have internet ac-
cess - with 300 million on Facebook and more
than 250 million using Whatsapp. The BJP, the
bigger and richer of the two parties, and Con-
gress have hundreds of full-time social media
workers. Tens of thousands of volunteers back
them up by circulating the parties’ messages on

Whatsapp and other platforms. Congress social
media head Divya Spandana told AFP the party
has 300,000 Whatsapp groups and can get
messages to up to 20 million people each day.

Spandana said her party only aims to be
heard rather than attack. “We do social media
trends organically, unlike the BJP who use bots,”
she said. BJP social media head Amit Malviya hit
back. “Rahul Gandhi’s Twitter account has been
called out for using bots from Indonesia, Russia,
Uzbekistan for powering his Twitter presence,”
he told AFP. The BJP has not given details on its
network, but media reports say it has many more
full-time workers and Whatsapp groups than
Congress. BJP president Amit Shah calls the
workers his “cyber warriors”.

Fake news police 
Mahapatra, Asia specialist at the German In-

stitute of Global and Area Studies in Hamburg,
said up to one sixth of chat groups on Whatsapp
in India are started by political parties. This
“shows parties are complicit in the misinforma-
tion malaise India is suffering from,” she said.
“Obviously, their messages are not going to be

hamstrung by ethics of objective reporting. It is
an open secret that the IT wings of most parties
are peddlers of misinformation.” 

Access to Whatsapp, the main weapon in
the election war, is virtually impossible for law
enforcement and fact checkers, as it is en-
crypted. Messages spread en masse on What-
sapp were blamed for lynchings in India last
year. The Facebook-owned company has since
restricted to five the number of times a mes-
sage can be forwarded.

Backstreet stores sell software that can get
around the restrictions however. India’s election
commission said that as of Monday, 637 Face-
book posts, 145 Twitter posts, five YouTube
videos and 31 forwarded Whatsapp messages
have been taken down following approaches to
the tech giants. One police case has also been
registered. Police have set up their own teams in
different states and say they have had misleading
videos taken off YouTube.

Authorities have not named any party, even
though experts say it is inevitable that the big
two, and their rivals, have a hand in the misin-
formation. —AFP 

‘Cyber warriors’ sway Indian election
Gandhi calls Modi ‘thief’; Modi deriding his opponent as ‘pappu’
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GENEVA: Growing US pressure on Iran has
weakened pragmatic President Hassan Rouhani
and made his hardline rivals more assertive at
home and abroad, recent developments show.
When he succeeded firebrand leader Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad in 2013, Rouhani was seen as an
establishment figure who would do little to end
Iran’s long standoff with the West. Two years
later, his administration signed the nuclear deal
with six world powers that spurred hopes for
wider political change.

Rouhani’s authority is now waning: his
brother, a key adviser on the 2015 deal, has been
sentenced to jail on unspecified corruption
charges, a hardline rival heads the judiciary and
his government is under fire for responding too
softly to US President Donald Trump’s sanctions
squeeze. Trump has said lifting sanctions in re-
turn for curbs on Iran’s nuclear program did not
stop Tehran meddling in neighboring states or
developing ballistic missile capabilities and
Rouhani’s outreach to the West was a fig leaf.

Yet the US pullout from the nuclear deal a
year ago and subsequent attempts to end
Iran’s oil exports have led to a sharp increase
in regional tension: the US military said on
Tuesday it was braced for “possibly imminent
threats to US forces” from Iran-backed forces
in neighboring Iraq. Rouhani has urged oppos-
ing factions to work together and noted limits
on his power in a country where an elected
government operates under clerical rule and
alongside powerful security forces and an in-
fluential judiciary.

“How much authority the government has in
the areas that are being questioned must be ex-
amined,” the presidency’s website quoted

Rouhani as saying on Saturday, an apparent at-
tempt to fend off public anger at plummeting liv-
ing standards. Ebrahim Raisi, who became head
of the judiciary in March and is a contender to
succeed Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
retorted that all branches of government had suf-
ficient authority to carry out their duties.

Local media interpreted the statement as a
direct rebuke from Raisi, who ran against
Rouhani in the 2017 presidential election. On
May 4, Rouhani’s brother Hossein Fereydoun
was sentenced to prison. The judiciary has not
given details of the charges against him and at-
tempts by Reuters to seek comment were un-
successful. The judiciary has said it has no
political motivation for the cases it tries.

‘Offensiveness and arrogance’
Rouhani has two years until his term ends, but

if he is seen by Iranians as responsible for their
problems, his successor is more likely to take a
hard line with the West, some analysts say.
“Couldn’t ask for a better ally than the Trump
administration,” said Ali Vaez, director of the Iran
project at the Crisis Group.

When Rouhani announced last week that Iran
would roll back some of its commitments under
the international nuclear deal a year after Trump
withdrew, the hardline daily Kayhan newspaper
called the move “late and minimal”. “If Mr
Rouhani’s government had reacted reciprocally
from the beginning to the broken promises of
America and Europe, they (the Americans and
Europeans) would not have reached this level of
offensiveness and arrogance,” an article in the
newspaper said yesterday.

Restrictions on social media, championed by

hardline officials and clerics, are putting further
political pressure on Rouhani, who promised in
his 2017 and 2013 election campaigns to lift such
curbs. Telegram, a messaging app popular in
Iran, was banned last year. Twitter is also banned
and hardliners have set their sights on Instagram,
used by some 24 million Iranians. In his com-
ments on Saturday, Rouhani said the government
does not have full authority over the cyberspace,
underlining the limits to his powers. He and other

officials, including Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, have active Twitter accounts despite
the ban. Last month, Instagram shut down several
accounts under the names of Iran’s elite Revolu-
tionary Guards, the country’s most powerful mili-
tary and economic force, after Washington
declared the Guards a foreign terrorist organiza-
tion.  Some lawmakers are now seeking a com-
plete ban on Instagram, one of the few social
media platforms yet to be blocked. — Reuters
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Hardliners target Iran president 
as Washington’s pressure grows

What’s behind 
rising tensions 
in the Gulf?
WASHINGTON: President Donald
Trump’s order of a US military buildup in
the Gulf to counter alleged threats by Iran
has many worried about a looming war and
others skeptical of Washington’s motiva-
tions. Here’s what has happened:

What assets has US deployed? 
On May 5, Trump’s hawkish National

Security Advisor John Bolton announced
the deployment of the USS Abraham Lin-
coln aircraft carrier strike group and a B-
52 bomber force to the Gulf. Days later, the
Pentagon added a Patriot missile defense
battery and an amphibious assault ship to
the deployment

What is the alleged Iran threat? 
Iran has not made any direct public threats

to spark the US deployment. Washington says
it acted on intelligence reports of Iranian ac-

tions. Bolton said the aircraft carrier and
bomber deployments were “in response to a
number of troubling and escalatory indica-
tions and warnings.” On Wednesday, the US
was more specific, saying there was an “im-
minent” threat to US personnel in Iraq from
Iraqi militias allegedly controlled by Tehran. 

The US State Department ordered the
partial evacuation of the US embassy in
Baghdad and the consulate in Arbil in re-
sponse. Analysts in Washington suspect that
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
could have been plotting an attack in retal-
iation for the US declaring it a terrorist or-
ganization in April. Iran subsequently
designated all US troops as “terrorists,” ef-
fectively making them a potential target.

Have there been any incidents?
One. On Monday, Saudi and United

Arab Emirates officials said three oil
tankers and a barge anchored at Fujairah
near the strategically important entrance
to the Gulf were damaged in an alleged
“sabotage” operation. But what caused the
relatively minor damage to the vessels and
who was behind it remains unknown.

Is the US preparing for war?
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said it

is not. “We fundamentally do not seek a
war with Iran,” he said Tuesday in Sochi,
Russia. President Donald Trump tweeted
Wednesday that expects the pressure on
Iran will bring it to the negotiating table.
“I’m sure that Iran will want to talk soon,”
he wrote. At the same time, The New York
Times reported last week that Acting De-
fense Secretary Patrick Shanahan pre-
sented the White House with a plan for
responding to an Iranian attack that in-
volved sending up to 120,000 American
troops to the region. That is not enough to
invade Iran but is enough for an attack
from outside its borders.

What do US allies say? 
Washington’s European allies have kept

their distance, calling for calm and ex-
pressing concern over military escalation.
They fear that more pressure on Tehran
will compel it to abrogate the international
agreement on its nuclear program, the
JCPOA, from which Trump withdrew the
United States one year ago. German For-
eign Minister Heiko Maas said Berlin “still
regards this nuclear agreement as the basis
for Iran not having any nuclear weapons in
the future, and we regard this as existential
for our security.” — AFP

Rouhani criticized for response to US squeeze on economy

Egypt’s Sisi hosts Abu
Dhabi crown prince
amid Gulf tensions
CAIRO: Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi on Wednes-
day met Abu Dhabi’s powerful crown prince, Mohammed bin
Zayed Al-Nahyan, the presidency said, amid rising tensions
in the Gulf. “Both sides discussed the latest situation in the
region in light of the events the Gulf witnessed of sabotage
attacks on four vessels off the coast of the Emirates and the
attack against two oil pumping stations in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia,” a presidency statement said. 

Attacks on ships and oil installations in the United Arab
Emirates and Saudi Arabia this week have come as the United
States and Iran remain locked in a standoff. On the bilateral
front, the UAE has been a firm regional backer of former army
chief Sisi since the military overthrew Islamist president Mo-
hamed Morsi in 2013.

The discussions between MBZ and Sisi also “touched
upon the latest crisis that Arab countries are experiencing”
where they supported efforts to find “political solutions” for
them. Abu Dhabi, Cairo and Riyadh are seen as key support-
ers of Libyan military strongman Khalifa Haftar, praising his
battlefield successes against jihadists. — AFP

TEHRAN: Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei (left) and President Hassan
Rouhani attend a government meeting in the capital Tehran. — AFP 
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SANAA: The Saudi-led military coalition in
Yemen carried out several air strikes on the
Houthi-held capital Sanaa yesterday after the
Iranian-aligned movement claimed responsibility
for drone attacks on Saudi oil installations. The
Sanaa strikes targeted nine military sites in and
around the city, residents said. Rubble filled a
populated street lined by mud-brick houses, a
Reuters journalist on the
scene said. A crowd of
men lifted the body of a
women, wrapped in a
white shroud, into an
ambulance.

The Houthi-run
Masirah TV channel
quoted the Houthi
health ministry as saying
six civilians, including
four children, had been killed and 52 wounded,
including two Russian women working in the
health sector. A coalition spokesman did not im-
mediately respond to a Reuters’ request for com-
ment. A coalition statement carried by
Saudi-owned Al Arabiya TV, said the Sunni Mus-
lim alliance struck military bases and facilities
and weapons storage sites with the aim of “neu-
tralizing the ability of the Houthi militia to carry
out acts of aggression”.

“The sorties achieved its goals with full pre-

cision,” the coalition said. It had urged civilians
to avoid those targets. One resident reported a
strike near a densely-populated district, where
flames and clouds of smoke could be seen. A car
was half-buried under rubble and twisted metal
on a street lined with bystanders. 

“There was an air strike near us, in the middle
of an area packed with residents between Hael

and Raqas (streets),” Ab-
dulrazaq Mohammed said.
“The explosion was so
strong that stones were
flying. This is the first time
our house shakes so
much.” Sanaa has been
held by the Houthi move-
ment since it ousted the
internationally recognised
government of Abd-

Rabbu Mansour Hadi from power there in late
2014. The coalition has previously targeted sus-
pected drone and missile storage sites in the city.

Iranian tools
Saudi Arabia’s deputy defense minister yes-

terday accused Iran of ordering Tuesday’s armed
drone attack on two oil pumping stations in the
kingdom. “The terrorist acts, ordered by the
regime in Tehran and carried out by the Houthis,
are tightening the noose around the ongoing po-

litical efforts,” Prince Khalid bin Salman tweeted.
The Houthis said they were responsible for the
attack, which did not disrupt oil output or ex-
ports. The group denies being a puppet of Tehran
or receiving arms from Iran, and says its revolu-
tion is against corruption.

The head of the Houthis’ Supreme Revo-

lutionary Committee, Mohammed Ali Al-
Houthi, said Iran did not direct the strike and
that the movement manufactures its drones
“locally”. Tehran also denies providing the
group with arms. “We are not agents of
Iran...we took this decision by ourselves,” al-
Houthi told the BBC. — Reuters 

‘Precision’
strikes target
military sites 

Riyadh accuses Iran of ordering drone attacks, Houthis deny that 

Coalition pounds Sanaa, aiming
to neutralize Houthi capabilities

Born under IS, sick 
kids left untreated 
and undocumented
LAYLAN, Iraq: No documents? No doctor. Without state-is-
sued IDs, Iraqi mothers struggle to have children born under the
now-defeated Islamic State group treated for conditions ranging
from asthma to epilepsy. “It’s unjust,” said Salima, a 36-year-old
mother of four living in the Laylan 2 displacement camp in north-
ern Iraq. 

Three of her children were born under IS rule and cannot go
to school or leave the camp because they lack state-issued iden-
tity papers - including Abdulkarim, who was struggling to nap in
her lap on a muggy afternoon. The toddler’s breathing was
strained, his tiny chest heaving. The asthma, Salima said, was get-
ting worse. 

“There’s a clinic in the camp but it’s no good. They refer us to
hospitals but the camp security won’t let us go,” she said, stroking
his head. To leave Laylan 2 even briefly, displaced families need
to present IDs to the federal police at the entrance and sometimes
even get a sponsor to vouch for them. Salima said she tried nu-
merous times to take Abdulkarim to a specialist in nearby Kirkuk,
but was not allowed to leave.

And trying to have IDs issued for her three stateless children
has proved almost impossible, as both parents’ papers need to be
submitted.  Her husband was an IS member killed in fighting,
which means Salima’s own papers have been confiscated by camp
security.  “I’ve been trying to get our papers issued for seven
months and haven’t been able to, because we’re ‘Daesh’ families,”
she told AFP, using the Arabic acronym for IS. “This affects my
children in every way - from a security perspective, economically,
health-wise, education.” 

‘Life on margins’ 
Iraq declared victory over IS in late 2017, but the jihadists’

three-year reign over swathes of the country planted a destructive
and long-lasting legacy. Much of Iraq remains in ruins, with 1.6
million people still displaced. Among them are 45,000 children
living in camps who were born under IS and are therefore lacking
state-issued legal documents, the Norwegian Refugee Council
(NRC) recently found. These children cannot register for school
or access steady health care, and may not be able to marry or own
property, the NRC said. The effects on health care are not uniform
nationwide, and appeared to vary depending on the checkpoint
or facility. Laylan 2 seemed to have the toughest restrictions, ac-
cording to camp representative Hussein Habd, 53. “Three-fourths
of the families in the camp don’t have IDs and cannot exit. Even if
they’re sick, if they have cancer or skin diseases, they’re barred
from leaving,” he said. — AFP

SANAA: Smoke billows following an air strike in the Yemeni capital Sanaa yesterday. — AFP 

Doctors unveil 
first child blast 
wound manual
THE HAGUE: Doctors and rights activists unveiled yes-
terday the world’s first field manual for the treatment of
child casualties from explosions, which they say cause al-
most three-quarters of juvenile deaths and injuries in war
zones. The guide was put together by British aid agency
Save the Children and experts at Imperial College London
at the request of Syrian medics working in the bloody
eight-year civil war. 

“It starts from the point when something goes ‘bang’
and a child is exposed to that explosion,” former British
army surgeon Paul Reavley, one of the manual’s authors,
told AFP. “It then follows the child on a care pathway and
focuses on the key differences of children compared to
adults,” Reavley said ahead of a function at the Peace
Palace in The Hague. 

Save the Children said suicide bombs, landmines,
grenades, unexploded ordnance, air strikes and other forms
of explosives “account for 72 percent of all child deaths and
injuries across the world’s deadliest war zones”. In Syria the
figure was 83 percent. The agency used United Nations fig-
ures from what it said were the five deadliest conflicts for
children, in Nigeria, Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria and Yemen. In
2017, at least 10,677 children were killed or maimed, Save
the Children added in a new report on blast injuries, also
unveiled on Thursday. “In reality, that number is likely to be
the tip of the iceberg,” the agency said. — AFP 

LAYLAN: Salima, a 36-year-old mother of four living in the Laylan
2 displacement camp, sits with her children in their tent at the
camp, southeast of Kirkuk. — AFP 



WAJIR: As day breaks over the sandy stretch of Kenyan desert,
Salah Abdinoor Issack finishes his dawn prayers and will now spend
the hours until sunrise with his closest companions - his camels. Is-
sack, his grey beard tinged with orange henna, has herded and
cared for camels since the age of seven and feels a deep kinship
with the animals that have sustained his
rural community in Hadado, northern
Kenya. “I can’t fall asleep if I’m not with
them,” Issack said.

But the snorting beasts now have an ad-
ditional benefit. They are being hailed for
their ability to withstand climate-related
droughts that are set to worsen in the Horn
of Africa, where temperatures average
above 30 degrees Celsius parts of the year.
Their milk has been dubbed “white gold”
by food experts who say the creamy liquid could help conquer mal-
nutrition, diabetes and other medical concerns, making it a tempting
new superfood for health-conscious Western consumers.

With a growth in camel milk products available - from chocolate
bars to baby milk formula and ice cream to “camelcino” coffees -
there is a growing demand from consumers from North America to
China, market experts say. “If there is water scarcity, (camels) can
go a month without water. Even when they are thirsty they can still
produce milk - there is no downside to camels,” said Issack who

uses money from milk sales to support his family.
Climate change is a growing threat in Kenya and is making

drought and humanitarian disasters worse across Africa, interna-
tional aid agencies warn. The number of people in need of food aid
in Kenya has risen by almost 70 percent, to 1.1 million, since August

2018, due largely to poor rains, the govern-
ment said. In 2017 Kenya declared drought
a national disaster and earlier this year an-
nounced it had allocated 2 billion shillings
(about $20 million) to respond.

Extreme weather has pushed wandering
nomads like Issack to bank on camels - and
their milk - as a drought-safe investment
with Kenya now the world’s second largest
producer of camel milk after neighboring
Somalia. “Camels are very well adapted to

climate change and they’ve evolved over millennia to survive in dry,
hot climates,” said Piers Simpkin, senior program coordinator at the
United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in Kenya.
“They are a remarkable beast.”

Healthy humps
Huddled on the roadside at her small store, Halima Sheikh has

been selling frothy camel milk for 15 years and is one of a growing
number of female milk traders in Wajir County. As she awaits fresh

deliveries of milk sped across the desert on dusty motorbikes, she
credits the drink with granting her and many other women an in-
come. “I don’t have anything else. If I didn’t have these containers
of milk I’d be at home. I’d be starving,” she said. Camel milk is es-
pecially nutritious for young children and the elderly, she said, and
selling it to passersby has allowed her to pay her debts and her chil-
dren’s school fees.

The milk, commonly drunk in countries from the United Arab
Emirates to Chad and Mongolia, has a vitamin C content three times
as rich as cow’s milk, according to the FAO, and can benefit those
who lack access to a varied and balanced diet. “It’s widely claimed
that there are lots of medicinal properties to the milk. It’s a different
make-up of the proteins, carbohydrates and fatty acids,” said Simp-
kin. “That’s what makes people claim that it’s much more nutritious.”

Wajir, home to a large Somali diaspora, has been plagued by the
militant group al Shabaab, which is active in recruiting youth, ac-
cording to local government minister Yussuf Abdi Gedi. “The other
effect of climate change is, because many people are losing their
livestock, they settle in villages where there are no jobs,” said Gedi.
“We are having youth that are not skilled but idle. Crime levels have
gone up and they are easily radicalized.” More than 60 percent of
local people still rely on livestock, according to Gedi, but cattle are
dying due to increased dry weather and driving migration to towns.
“We see climate change with our own eyes,” said local cattle herder
Abdi Gedi, who has been shepherding cows for 22 years. —Reuters
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Climate change 
is a growing 

threat in Kenya

From camel to the cup: Camel milk 
froths hopes in drought-hit Kenya

Milk dubbed ‘white gold’ by food experts

Brexit Britain
‘like Game of
Thrones’
BRUSSELS: Brexit Britain is “like Game
of Thrones on steroids”, a leading candi-
date for the top job at the European Com-
mission said Wednesday as the
front-runners clashed in a televised de-
bate. Frans Timmermans, the commission
vice-president and the main centre left
hopeful, said the political chaos raging in
Britain should serve as a warning to others
tempted by the siren call of populism.

The Dutchman faced off against chief
rivals conservative MEP Manfred Weber
and EU competition commissioner Mar-
grethe Vestager in a debate that featured
a few testy exchanges but no serious body
blows. With populist and nationalist move-
ments on the rise in Europe, Timmermans
said mainstream parties needed to do
more to persuade voters of the value of
European integration. And he warned that
voters who believed the populists’ rhetoric
could expect disappointment. “Look at
what the divisiveness of Brexit has done to
the United Kingdom,” he said.

“Today the United Kingdom looks like
Game of Thrones on steroids-and that’s
because of this divisive politics,” he said,
referring to a television series known for
bloody intrigue, gruesome torture and in-
discriminate dragonfire. Nearly three years
on from its shock vote to leave the EU,
Britain remains a member, its bitterly di-
vided politicians deadlocked and unable to

agree on the details of the divorce. Cur-
rently held by former Luxembourg premier
Jean-Claude Juncker, the head of the com-
mission serves a five-year term as Europe’s
chief legislator, trade negotiator and reg-
ulation supremo.

The EU is split over how Juncker’s suc-
cessor should be chosen, in particular how
great a role the results of the May 23-26
elections to the European Parliament
should play. Wednesday’s debate, broad-
cast on European TV stations and online,
was the first to feature Weber, the head of
the centre-right European People’s Party
group who has the backing of German
Chancellor Angela Merkel. Weber-criti-
cized by some as uncharismatic and little

known beyond the EU bubble-said he
wanted to “open a new chapter” as head
of the commission.

Vestager, the Dane who has served five
years as the bloc’s anti-trust enforcer, tak-
ing on the likes of Google, Apple and Star-
bucks, is aiming to be the first woman to
lead the commission. “It’s important to show
that we do change and the most visible way
to do it is to have a gender balanced com-
mission, the same number of men as the
number of women-that reflects our soci-
ety,” she said. Also taking part in the debate
were Greens MEP Ska Keller, Nico Cue of
the far left grouping and Czech MEP Jan
Zahradil, who represents another centre-
right but more eurosceptic bloc. — AFP 

Stop soil erosion
now - or face 
starvation soon
ROME: The world’s food production is in jeopardy because
the fertile layer of soil that people depend on to plant crops
is being eroded by human activities, scientists said yesterday.
Climate change is likely to make it worse even as demand
from a grown population is soaring, they said. Soil erosion
happens naturally, but intensive agriculture, deforestation,
mining and urban sprawl accelerate it and can reduce crop
yields by up to 50%, according to the United Nations’ Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO).

FAO also said the equivalent of a soccer pitch of soil is
eroded every five seconds, and the planet is on a path that
could lead to the degradation of more than 90% of all the
Earth’s soils by 2050. “We’re approaching a critical point at
which we need to start acting on soil erosion or we are not
going to be able to feed ourselves in the future,” Lindsay
Stringer, professor at England’s University of Leeds, said. She
was speaking on the sidelines of a three-day conference on
soil erosion co-organized by the FAO.

Erosion degrades soil, meaning it is less able to withstand
stresses such as changes in rainfall and longer droughts,
Richard Cruse, professor at Iowa State University in the
United States, told the Thomson Reuters Foundation. A repeat
of weather conditions like those experienced in 2012, includ-
ing drought and famine in the Horn of Africa and hurricanes
in the United States, “could really cut our food supply in a way
that we haven’t experienced,” he said. Yet, policy makers are
too caught up in day-to-day issues to focus on soil erosion,
he added. “They have to deal with poverty, health, roads,
things that are of immediate effect. Soil erosion is long term.
It’s like sands through an hourglass. We know what’s happen-
ing, but we’ll worry about it tomorrow.” — Reuters

LONDON: Britain’s opposition Labor Party Leader Jeremy Corby (7th left) sit with members of his
front bench as Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May stands and speaks during the weekly Prime
Minister’s question and answer session in the House of Commons in London. —AFP 



NEW YORK: US fliers still consider ticket
prices the most important factor when choosing
a flight, according to a Reuters/Ipsos poll, sug-
gesting two fatal crashes of Boeing Co 737
MAX jets have had little impact on consumer
sentiment. In the public opinion poll released
May 15, only about half of US adults say they are
familiar with the airplane crashes in Indonesia
and Ethiopia that together killed 346 people, and
only 43% could identify the Boeing 737 MAX
as the aircraft involved.

Most importantly for Boeing in the wake of
the crashes, only 3% said that aircraft maker or
model number was most important to them when
buying a plane ticket. In contrast, 57% said
ticket price was most important. The poll has a
credibility interval, a measure of precision, of 3
percentage points. A Boeing spokesman de-
clined to comment on the Reuters/Ipsos poll, but
said the company is “committed to returning the
MAX safely to the skies so that pilots, crew, reg-
ulators and the traveling public have total confi-
dence in this airplane.”

During a call with investors last month, Boe-
ing CEO Dennis Muilenburg said he knows “we
have some work to do to earn and re-earn the
trust of our customers and the flying public in
particular.” If global regulators clear the jets for
flight, the Reuters/Ipsos poll data suggest that
carriers likely will not have trouble booking seats
on the aircraft. Boeing’s fast-selling 737 MAX
airliner was grounded worldwide in March after

an Ethiopian Airlines crash, just five months after
a similar disaster on a Lion Air flight.

Boeing’s stock has fallen about 18% since the
March 10 crash, and airlines have warned that
the groundings are hitting revenues, and costs,
to the tune of hundreds of millions of dollars. US
President Donald Trump urged Boeing to “re-
brand” the 737 MAX with a new name in a April
15 tweet, saying “No product has suffered like
this one.” That sentiment was echoed in a recent
Barclays Investment Bank report that concluded
that “a large portion of fliers are likely to avoid
737 MAX for an extended period beyond when
the grounding is lifted.”

Barclays said it based its findings on a survey
of fliers in North American and Europe, though
it would not disclose to Reuters the survey
methodology or questionnaire. It is unclear how
Barclays selected its respondents and how much
they were informed of the Boeing crashes before
being asked their opinion. Boeing declined to
comment on the Barclays survey. The Chicago-
based manufacturer is the target of investiga-
tions and lawsuits, and is in regular discussions
with US airlines on how to regain public trust. 

Half of all US adults say that airlines prioritize
profits over passenger safety, nearly identical to
the result in the April 2018 poll. But based on the
Reuters/Ipsos poll, even if people were aware of
the 737 MAX crashes, that knowledge is not
likely to influence their travel decisions. People
say they mostly consider ticket price when plan-

ning upcoming plane trips, followed by travel
time, the number of stops and the carrier.

That does not mean all fliers ignore models,
according to Steve Hafner, CEO of travel booking
website KAYAK. He said the website has seen
significant usage of a plane model filter it intro-

duced after the Ethiopian crash, showing demand
from some travelers. “As the news cycle on this
simmers down and it becomes less top of mind for
travelers, we’ve seen filter usage go flat. But that’s
not to say it won’t pick back up once the planes
start flying again,” Hafner said. — Reuters
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WASHINGTON: Michael Stumo and Nadia Milleron, the parents of Ethiopian Air crash victim Samya
Stumo, attend a House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Aviation Subcommittee hearing
on the status of the Boeing 737 MAX on Capitol Hill. — AFP 

Fatal crashes have little impact on consumer sentiment

Boeing fears won’t get in way 
of ‘price conscious’ travelers

US stealth fighter suffers
millions in damage 
from bird strike 
WASHINGTON: A US F-35 stealth bomber suffered millions of dol-
lars in damage after being hit by a bird during take-off from an air
base in Japan, the US Marine Corps said in a statement Wednesday.
“On May 7, 2019 an F-35B with Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine
Aircraft Wing aborted take-off due to a bird strike at Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni and safely taxied off the runway,” the statement
said. The pilot was not hurt in the incident, it said.

A damage assessment report has not yet been completed but the
Marine Corps classified the incident as category “A”, meaning the
damage bill is expected to exceed $2 million. Last month an F-16
fighter jet operating in the United States was hit by a hawk, the US
Air Force told a military-focused website. Photos of the April 17 in-
cident showed the mangled remains of a bird in the landing gear of
the plane. The F-35 program was launched in the 1990s and has cost
almost $400 billion, making it the most expensive weapons system
ever developed by the Pentagon. 

The defense department plans to build some 2,500 of the war-
planes in the decades to come. The F-35B is a short take-off and
landing variant of the plane, developed for the Marine Corps. Each
plane costs $115 million to build. In April, an F-35A stealth fighter
went down off the coast of Japan, sparking a lengthy search by Japan-
ese and American salvage crews. Some debris was recovered but the
pilot’s body has not been found and the US Navy announced earlier
this month it was calling off the search. — AFP 

Modern humans split 
from Neanderthals far
‘earlier than thought’
WASHINGTON: Scientists seeking to unlock the mys-
teries of human evolution have in recent years relied on
increasingly sophisticated DNA techniques that provide
“molecular clocks” to date the remains of our ancient an-
cestors. But a new analysis that instead examines fossil
teeth provides an alternative approach - and one which
yields a significantly earlier date for the divergence be-
tween modern humans and Neanderthals. The study by
Aida Gomez-Robles from University College London pro-
poses that the two species’ last common ancestor may
have lived 800,000 years ago, entering a debate that is
hotly contested among anthropologists.

The new timeline is between 200,000 to 400,000 years
earlier than current estimates, and if correct would rule out
Homo heidelbergensis, another extinct human species, as
the last common ancestor between Homo sapiens and our
nearest relatives the Neanderthals, as some scientists
presently posit. According to Gomez-Robles, whose paper
was published in Science Advances on Wednesday, recent
research on hominin teeth has shown that while size varied
greatly across various human species, the shape of teeth
was more homogeneous and evolved at stable rates across
the board.

She examined the molars and pre-molars of around 30
fossils thought to be early Neanderthals from the Sima de

los Huesos cave site in Spain as well as of seven other ex-
tinct hominin species in order to determine how much they
changed over time. A 2014 study using luminescence tech-
niques and palaeomagnetism was said to have reliably
dated the cave site, in Spain’s Atapuerca Mountains, to
430,000 years ago, which already hinted that sapiens and
Neanderthals went their separate ways before this time.

Using computer modeling, she found that early Sapiens
and Neanderthals would have had to have diverged
800,000 years ago for the Sima teeth to have had time to
achieve their particular features, barring strong environmen-
tal factors that caused the species to evolve at a quicker rate.
“The major implication is Homo heidelbergensis cannot be
the last common ancestor between modern humans and Ne-
anderthals,” she said.

No clean split 
The findings may not put an end to the longstanding

debate, not least because of its variance with some of the
DNA-based dating, which also relies on assumptions
about how quickly genetics change over time. Gomez-
Robles said that while no method was perfect, studying
anatomical variation “gives us a more accurate picture”
partly because it is still not possible to extract DNA from
most ancient fossils.

Moreover, differing timelines could point to growing body
of evidence that there are no clean splits between species.
“When we are talking about the divergence between Nean-
derthals and modern humans, or between any two species,
that is not something that happens at one specific moment of
time,” she said. “And something that we know today as well
is that, you know, there was a hybridization between Nean-
derthals and modern humans” she continued. “So this is also
adding noise to all these studies.” — AFP 



BRUSSELS: The European Union has launched
a coordinated fight against fake news ahead of
this month’s European Parliament elections, but
officials acknowledge there are limits to what can
be achieved against a danger barely recognized
a few years ago. The risk is “very high”, said Lutz
Guellner, one of the EU’s top officials in charge of
the anti-disinformation campaign. “Just look at the
past, the US elections, what happened in France,
Germany.” 

By funding fact-
checking organizations,
building up an in-house
unit to counter disinfor-
mation from Russia, and
enlisting Facebook,
Google, Twitter and oth-
ers, Brussels hopes to
shield the 427 million
people eligible to vote
for the 751-seat EU
chamber on May 23-26. Facebook opened a fake
news war room in late April, later showing jour-
nalists around the Dublin facility, but security ex-
perts say that may be too late to uproot the seeds
of doubt planted by malign campaigns to under-
mine one of the world’s biggest elections. 

EU officials say they cannot quantify the im-
pact of their efforts. They suffer from limited
funding and institutional restraints, and are only

just coming to terms with the scale of the prob-
lem. “The EU can’t have a Ministry of Truth,” said
one senior EU official. Despite the pan-European
nature of the risks, the vote is held as separate
elections in each of the 28 EU countries, some of
which have been slow to put in place safeguards. 

EU governments and NATO allies say Russia
is targeting elections to undermine Western
democracy. Moscow denies that. In a case that
forced EU officials to pay attention to the real-

world impact of fake
news, a story in 2016
about a Russian-German
girl reportedly raped by
Arab migrants sparked a
media storm until Ger-
many’s intelligence service
established it as a Russian
attempt to manipulate
German public opinion.

Who set fire to Notre Dame?
By alerting people to examples of disinforma-

tion, the EU, like other Western governments,
hopes to “inoculate” citizens against fake news,
according to Heidi Tworek, a expert on informa-
tion warfare at the University of British Columbia.

“Potentially we will be able to win, but not yet,
because we have neglected this for so long,”
Lithuania’s Foreign Minister Linas Linkevicius

said. Because May’s elections are likely to pro-
duce a fragmented parliament, with anti-estab-
lishment parties doing well, EU officials are
anxious about “bad actors” disrupting debate.
Turnout for European Parliament elections is tra-
ditionally low, making it easier for far-right and
far-left groups to focus on voters favoring ex-
tremist parties via social media.

Russian media in Europe, while not success-
ful in reaching the broader public, provides a

platform for anti-EU populists. Following a fire
at Paris’ Notre Dame cathedral in April, Russian
media outlets in Europe blamed Islamist mili-
tants and Ukraine’s pro-Western government.
Fact-checkers in Germany called out a fake
news article circulated on Facebook about Frans
Timmermans, the Socialists’ top candidate in the
European elections. The report falsely claimed
he wanted “mass immigration of Muslim men to
Europe”. — Reuters
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Facebook,
Google try

proactive 
approach 

Republicans: No 
US visas for China 
military scientists 
WASHINGTON: Republicans in Congress want to bar Chinese
military scientists from obtaining visas to study or work in the
United States, drawing criticism Wednesday from Beijing. Com-
panion bills in the House and Senate would compel the White
House to identify a list of research and scientific institutions that
the president determines are affiliated with or funded by the Chi-
nese People’s Liberation Army.

The PLA Visa Security Act introduced Tuesday would prevent
people currently or formerly employed or sponsored by such en-
tities from entering the United States on student or research visas.
The legislation landed as the two global powers are locked in a
fierce trade showdown that has bruised US-China ties, roiled
world markets and led President Donald Trump to boost punitive
tariffs on Chinese merchandise imports. 

Senator Tom Cotton, a bill co-sponsor, said “keeping PLA sci-
entists out of our research laboratories is a basic act of self-de-
fense.” “Student and research visas ought to be reserved for those
foreign nationals who want to contribute to our universities and re-
search institutions, not for our foreign adversaries and spies that
wish to do us harm,” Senator Chuck Grassley added in a statement.

China’s Foreign Ministry said the exchanges are in line with
the countries’ common interests and should not be politicized.
Washington has “without evidence suspected the motives of Chi-
nese scholars, students, and scientific and technical personnel in
the United States, unreasonably restricting and harassing them,”
ministry spokesman Geng Shuang said. It was not immediately
clear whether the measure would pass the Democratic-led House
of Representatives, but a leadership aide said the issue “ought to
be examined.”

Telecoms posing risk
In another development, President Donald Trump has declared

a national emergency to bar US companies from using foreign
telecoms equipment deemed a security risk - a move that ap-
peared aimed at Chinese giant Huawei. The order signed by Trump
prohibits purchase or use of equipment from companies that pose
“an unacceptable risk to the national security of the United States
or the security and safety of United States persons.” The White
House said no particular country or company was targeted, only
those controlled by “a foreign adversary.”

“There are enormous threats that could be posed by these
types of technologies,” said a senior White House official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity. However, the measure is widely
seen as being prompted by already stated concerns over an al-
leged spying threat from Huawei. US officials have been trying to
persuade allies not to allow China a role in building next-gener-
ation 5G networks, warning that doing so would result in restric-
tions on sharing of information with the United States.

The United States has already banned its government agencies
from buying equipment from Huawei, a rapidly expanding leader
in 5G technology, over fears Beijing could spy on communications
and gain access to critical infrastructure. China’s government,
which is already in a protracted trade war with the United States,
is furious about the push back against Huawei. “For some time, the
United States has abused its national power to deliberately dis-
credit and suppress by any means specific Chinese enterprises,
which is neither honorable nor fair,” foreign ministry spokesman
Geng Shuang said.

“We urge the US side to stop the unreasonable suppression
of Chinese enterprises on the pretext of national security and to
provide a fair and non-discriminatory environment,” the
spokesman said. Earlier, David Wang, executive director of
Huawei’s board, shrugged off news of the upcoming emergency
declaration. “Our business in the US is not very big. We are a
company with global operations, so if there is this or that change
in any country, the impact on our global business is very little,”
he said. — Agencies 

China formally arrests
Canadian ex-diplomat
and businessman
BEIJING: China said yesterday it has formally arrested two
Canadians who have been detained for months on national
security grounds, in a case that has inflamed tensions be-
tween Ottawa and Beijing. Former diplomat Michael Kovrig
is “suspected of collecting state secrets and intelligence”
while businessman Michael Spavor is suspected of “stealing
and illegally offering state secrets” abroad, Chinese foreign
ministry spokesman Lu Kang said at a regular briefing. Lu
said the two were arrested “recently”, but did not provide a
date, and added that he had no information about where
they were being held.

“Canada strongly condemns their arbitrary arrest as we
condemned their arbitrary detention on Dec. 10,” the Cana-
dian foreign ministry said in a statement to The Globe and
Mail newspaper. Though no link has been officially made, the
detention of Spavor and Kovrig is thought to be in retaliation
for Canada’s December 1 detention on a US extradition re-
quest of Meng Wanzhou, a top executive of Chinese telecom
giant Huawei who is accused of violating Iran sanctions.

The men were first accused of activities that “endanger
China’s security” - a phrase often used by Beijing when alleg-
ing espionage. Days after Meng’s extradition was announced,
China said it suspected Kovrig, who works for the Interna-
tional Crisis Group think tank, of spying and stealing state se-
crets and alleged that Spavor - who organized trips to North
Korea - had provided him with intelligence. Spying charges
could expose them to tough prison sentences. — AFP 

BRUSSELS: Candidates for the upcoming European Commission president elections pose ahead of the
Eurovision presidential debate at the European Parliament in Brussels. — FP 

Who burned the Notre Dame? 
Brussels goes after fake news 

EU attempts to stop Russian disinformation for May vote



WASHINGTON: Citing safety concerns, the
United States yesterday suspended all passenger
and cargo air services to Venezuela. The an-
nouncement follows the decision in March by
American Airlines, the largest carrier providing
services, to suspend flights to the crisis-stricken
South American nation. The decision came at the
request of the Department of Homeland Security
following an assessment of conditions in
Venezuela, the Department of Transportation
said in a statement.

An order released by the Transportation De-
partment cited “reports of civil unrest in an
around the airports” and said the US Transporta-
tion Security Administration had been unable to
gain access to Venezuelan airports for security
assessments. The State Department has urged
Americans not travel to Venezuela and temporar-
ily suspended US embassy operations, with-
drawing diplomatic personnel. Earlier this month,
the Federal Aviation Administration prohibited
most US-certified aircraft and pilots from flying
below 26,000 feet over Venezuelan territory, also
on safety grounds. 

Venezuela peace talks 
Locked in a bitter power struggle, represen-

tatives of Venezuela’s regime and the opposition
held peace talks this week in a secret location in
Oslo in a bid to end a five-month political crisis,
media reported yesterday. The development was
hailed cautiously by experts. Venezuela has been

in political turmoil since assembly speaker Juan
Guaido declared himself acting president in Jan-
uary in a direct challenge to President Nicolas
Maduro’s authority.

Norway’s NRK radio and television network,
quoting anonymous sources, said the peace talks
had taken place at a secret location in the Nor-
wegian capital for “several days” and the dele-
gations were due to return to Caracas yesterday.
It is the second time that such talks have been
held in Oslo between Maduro’s regime and
Guaido’s representatives, NRK said, adding that
negotiations had also taken place in Cuba. “We
can neither confirm nor deny Norway’s involve-
ment in peace processes or dialogue initiatives,”
a Norwegian foreign ministry spokeswoman, Ane
Haavardsdatter Lunde, told AFP. 

Several South American media outlets, such
as daily ALnavio, also reported talks were held
in the Scandinavian country. Venezuelan Com-
munications Minister Jorge Rodriguez and the
governor of Miranda province Hector Rodriguez
represented Maduro’s government, media re-
ports said. The opposition was represented by
former deputy Gerardo Blyde, former minister
Fernando Martinez Mottola and the vice presi-
dent of the National Assembly Stalin Gonzalez.

‘Very important mission’ 
Several official statements appear to lend cre-

dence to the reports. In Caracas, Maduro said
Jorge Rodriguez “is overseas, on a very impor-

tant mission”. Guaido meanwhile wrote on Twit-
ter, “The Contact Group, Canada, Great Britain,
Norway, the Lima group as well as other initia-
tives are helping us find a solution to the crisis.” 

Norway, home of the Nobel Peace Prize and
the now-defunct Israeli-Palestinian Oslo accords,
has a long tradition of playing the role of “facili-
tator” in peace processes around the world, in-

cluding that in Colombia between the govern-
ment and the FARC rebels in 2016. Guaido, the
leader of Venezuela’s opposition-controlled leg-
islature, has been engaged in a fierce power
struggle with Maduro, who has presided over a
spiraling political and economic crisis in
Venezuela since taking over from late leftist
leader Hugo Chavez in 2013. — Agencies 
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ARLINGTON: An American Airlines passenger jet approaches Ronald Reagan Washington National Air-
port, in Arlington, Virginia. Citing safety concerns, the United States has suspended all passenger and
cargo air services to Venezuela. — AFP 

Venezuela peace talks in Oslo provide glimmer of hope

Citing safety, Washington 
cuts air links to Venezuela

US births fall to 
lowest level in 
32 years: CDC
WASHINGTON: The number of births in the US fell once
again in 2018, reaching the lowest level in more than three
decades, according to government statistics published
Wednesday. Births have fallen in 10 of the last 11 years since
last peaking in 2007, before the Great Recession. With
3,788,235 births in 2018, the number of babies born dropped
two percent compared to 2017, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

It was the lowest figure since 1986. The total fertility rate
declined two percent to roughly 1.7 births per woman in
2018, another record low. That is well below the replacement
rate of 2.1 births per woman needed for the population to
replace itself over time without immigration. The United
States dipped below that rate for the first time in 1971, and
has remained below it for the past decade.

Birth rates declined for nearly all age groups of women
under 35, but rose for women in their late 30s and early 40s.
“Some of it is still residual from the Great Recession that
pushed back a lot of young people in delaying birth,” said
William Frey, a demographer at the Brookings Institution. He
noted that many people are still “paying off college debt,
many of them couldn’t buy a home because it’s hard to get
a mortgage. It was hard to get a mortgage for all these years.
So, you know, all that kind of just incrementally changes de-
cisions about fertility.” — AFP

‘Australia’s Trump’ 
splashes cash in 
election bid
GOLD COAST: A brash, self-promoting billionaire with political
ambition and a string of controversies in his wake, Clive Palmer not
only sounds like Australia’s answer to Donald Trump, that is exactly
who he is modeling himself on. The businessman has adopted the
slogan “Make Australia Great” for his United Australia Party, re-
peatedly bashed China and is positioning himself as an upstart out-
sider ahead of the country’s parliamentary election on Saturday. A
key difference between the two populists is that the now-US pres-
ident campaigned with the backing of a mainstream political party,
whereas Palmer has entered the electoral race on his own terms. 

Australian politics is traditionally dominated by two major po-
litical forces: the conservative Liberal-National coalition and the
centre-left Labor Party. Palmer is giving them a run for their money,
literally. The mining magnate claims to be spending about Aus$60
million on election advertising - more than the two major parties
combined - running primetime TV ads, plastering his face on bright
yellow billboards across the country, and sending unsolicited text
messages to voters. 

His party has entered candidates in all of the 151 lower house
seats, although at least one was sacked after peddling 9/11 conspir-
acy theories. Palmer started in the property business but made his
fortune in Australia’s booming resources sector and is now worth
an estimated Aus$2.6 billion, according to Forbes magazine. The
65-year-old is currently building a modern-day replica of the Ti-
tanic, which he plans to put in service on the same route as the
doomed original vessel. 

He has been embroiled in a series of high-profile legal battles,
including with a Chinese state-owned company and workers at one
of his own mines, who have not been fully paid. No stranger to Aus-
tralian politics, Palmer was elected to the House of Representatives
in 2013 on a wafer-thin margin of 53 votes. Three of his party’s can-
didates also won Senate seats, but the alliance quickly crumbled
and Palmer served just three years in Parliament - during which he
was criticized for failing to show up regularly - before declaring he
was retiring from politics.  

Political rebirth 
Despite only reviving the party in October 2018 he has displayed

a Trump-style skill for hype, recently releasing a statement that
claimed UAP “will win government”. So will Australian voters follow
their American cousins and pull the lever for a maverick billionaire?
Analysts say the party is not in serious contention to win even a single
seat in the House of Representatives, where a party must gain 76
seats to form a government. Palmer himself stands a fair chance of
being elected to the Senate, or upper house — though many ob-
servers are questioning why he is spending so much money to do so. 

His voting record may provide a clue: It shows only a few issues
piqued his interest - mining, renewable energy and carbon tax leg-
islation - subjects that hew closely to his business interests. Paul
Williams, an elections researcher at Griffith University, said there
was “no doubt” that Palmer was keen to advocate for big business
and speculated that he may also have missed being in the political
limelight.  Palmer is betting that many Australians are fed up with
the major parties and looking for a viable alternative. 

Professor John Wanna, a public policy expert at Australian Na-
tional University, said that UAP’s populist policies - which include
tax cuts, pension increases and a more compassionate approach to
asylum seekers - do not fit neatly on either the left or the right of
the political spectrum.  “All the people he’s got to stand are either
business associates or friends of business associates, there’s no uni-
fying ideology,” he told AFP. — AFP 
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MUMBAI: Amazon.com faced a social media
backlash in India yesterday after toilet seat cov-
ers and other items with images of Hindu gods
were spotted on the US retailer’s website, mak-
ing #BoycottAmazon the country’s top trending
topic on Twitter. Thousands of Twitter users
backed the call for the boycott, with some tag-
ging Indian Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj and
urging her to take action against the world’s
biggest online retailer.

Amazon did not immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment. The episode is reminiscent of
an incident in 2017 when New Delhi took the
Seattle, Washington-based company to task after
its Canadian website was spotted selling door-
mats resembling India’s flag. Swaraj at the time
threatened to rescind visas of Amazon employees
if the doormats were not removed from its site.

Reuters found several listings of toilet seat
covers, yoga mats, sneakers, rugs and other
items depicting Hindu gods, or sacred Hindu
symbols, on Amazon’s US website. Some of the
items were no longer available for purchase,
suggesting that Amazon may have been with-
drawing some of the items, as it did in 2017.
“Until you hit these Hinduphobics Business hard
they will keep on insulting your gods, your be-
liefs & your entire civilization,” tweeted Sumit
Kandel, whose profile describes him as a film
trade analyst. 

‘Cow lynching’
In another development, Indian police said

yesterday they are probing a suspected fresh case
of a Muslim man being killed by so-called Hindu
cow vigilantes. Cows are revered by Hindus and
according to Human Rights Watch some 44 peo-
ple died in cow-related violence by Hindu vigi-
lantes between May 2015 and December last year.

Police said that a group of Muslim men trans-
porting horses became involved in an altercation
in a remote mountainous area of Indian-admin-
istered Kashmir before dawn. Nayeem Ahmed
Shah, thought to be 50, was shot in the head and
died on the spot, police said, while another man
Yasin Hussain accompanying him was injured.
The attackers fled the scene after the firing, Hus-
sain told reporters. “We are investigating the
angle of cow vigilantism,” inspector general of
police for the region, M K Sinha said, adding
seven suspects were taken into custody for
questioning.

Angry locals, who say the shooting was car-
ried out by Hindu vigilantes, protested and threw
stones at police and damaged several vehicles,
demanding the attackers be handed over to
them. Police fired tear gas before authorities im-
posed a curfew in the area and deployed hun-
dreds of government forces personnel to
prevent religious clashes and the violence from
spreading. Hindus consider cows sacred and

their slaughter is banned across much of India,
including the Muslim-majority state of Jammu
and Kashmir.  But beef is openly sold across
many parts of the state where resentment
against Indian rule is widespread. Critics say
that extremists have been emboldened by the

Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
coming to power nationally in 2014 under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. In 2017 his govern-
ment tried to ban the cattle trade for slaughter
nationwide, only for it to be rejected by the
Supreme Court. — Agencies

Amazon faces backlash in India for 
selling items with images of ‘gods’

Muslim man killed in new suspected India ‘cow lynching’

PULWAMA: A nomadic Bakarwal family members walk with livestock in Pulwama, south of Sri-
nagar. Nomads travel with their livestock and trek through the state’s rugged terrain to reach
pasture areas where they spend the summer months in the mountains and the winter in the shel-
ter of valleys. — AFP 

Suu Kyi tries to save 
face with Myanmar 
reporters’ release
YANGON: After relentless diplomatic pressure and global out-
rage, fallen democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi finally decided that
a pardon for two Myanmar journalists jailed for reporting on a
Rohingya massacre was the only way to resolve an issue that has
dogged her government for nearly 18 months. Observers say the
unexpected release of the two Reuters reporters was a political
decision timed to save face for the country’s civilian leader, after
a vigorous international campaign that saw Amal Clooney join
their legal team, Time magazine put the pair on their cover, and
journalism awards and honors pile up-including the prestigious
Pulitzer Prize.

A presidential pardon freed Wa Lone, 33, and Kyaw Soe Oo,
29, from prison on Tuesday to a media frenzy and messages of
congratulations from the White House to UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres. The pair spent more than 500 days behind bars
under colonial-era state secrets convictions after probing the ex-
trajudicial killing of 10 Rohingya Muslims during a military crack-
down. Global attention on the reporters and the damage already
done to the country’s reputation were “potentially costly” to the
government, said independent analyst Richard Horsey.

Nobel Laureate Suu Kyi-already seen as a pariah by many for
perceived complicity in the Rohingya’s plight-provoked outcry
when she refused to intervene, insisting “rule of law” must be fol-
lowed. The abrupt decision to release the pair this week was made
because Myanmar’s leaders had “taken into consideration the
long-term interest of (the) country”, said government spokesman
Zaw Htay. Retired Thai diplomat Kobsak Chutikul, who has

worked in an advisory capacity to Suu Kyi’s government, told AFP
that senior officials had all known a pardon must be granted at
some point but “nobody felt they could bring this up with her”.
Political timing was also a factor, observers say. Myanmar is due
to go to the polls next year and this was a chance to “get it out of
the way” beforehand rather than risk overshadowing the vote,
Kobsak said.

Albatross round their necks   
Behind the international condemnation, backroom diplomacy

appears to have played a key role in convincing Suu Kyi to pardon
the reporters. One man waiting among the crowds outside the
gates of Yangon’s notorious Insein Prison was British health ex-
pert Lord Ara Darzi, whose name barely came up during regular
media coverage of the saga. A close confidant of Suu Kyi, he has
regularly visited the country over the past two years in an advi-
sory role on a Rakhine state commission.

But he has known the leader for years, and hosted her in Lon-
don after her release from house arrest. “From what I hear, he fi-
nally found the opportunity to convince Suu Kyi this was an
albatross hanging round their necks,” said Kobsak, who served
alongside Darzi on another Myanmar government commission.
The discussion would have taken place “behind the scenes, in
quiet conversations in her house”, he added.

Darzi later hinted about his role to reporters at a press con-
ference following the journalists’ release. “The lesson is simple:
dialogue works even in the most difficult of circumstances,” he
said. Presidential pardons are traditionally granted around the
Myanmar new year in April. Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo were
freed in the third amnesty in just over a week that saw a total of
23,000 prisoners released. The pair were handed a seven-year
jail sentence last September, upheld first by Yangon’s High Court
and then the country’s Supreme Court last month.

Reuters maintained the duo were imprisoned in retaliation for
their expose, while legal experts argued the case was riddled with
irregularities. — AFP

WhatsApp will 
never be secure: 
Russian rival
MOSCOW: The Russian founder of popular messaging app
Telegram has warned that WhatsApp, the world’s top mes-
saging app, will continue to be open to surveillance after the
Facebook-owned platform had to tell users that their phones
could be infected with spyware. Pavel Durov, a maverick pro-
grammer who created Telegram to offer securely encrypted
communications, late Wednesday posted a blog titled “Why
WhatsApp will never be secure.”

Telegram has repeatedly come under fire from authorities
in Russia over its strong encryption and it is officially blocked
in the country.  “WhatsApp has a consistent history — from
zero encryption at its inception to a succession of security
issues strangely suitable for surveillance purposes,” Durov
wrote. WhatsApp on Tuesday told more than 1.5 billion users
around the world to upgrade the app to plug a security hole. 

The flaw allowed for the injection of sophisticated mal-
ware that could be used to spy on journalists, activists and
others. “Every time WhatsApp has to fix a critical vulnera-
bility in their app, a new one seems to appear in its place,”
Durov said. He suggested the FBI could have forced What-
sApp or Facebook to include “backdoors” or secret ways to
bypass security systems in their programming. 

“For WhatsApp to become a privacy-oriented service, it
has to risk losing entire markets and clashing with authorities
in their home country,” he wrote. Telegram was founded by
brothers Pavel and Nikolai Durov, who previously created
Russia’s popular VKontakte social networking site.  — AFP
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NEW DELHI: Five days after a suicide bomber
killed 40 Indian policemen in February in the
Kashmir Valley, playwright and director Ab-
hishek Majumdar was forced to cancel a play
looking at the behavior of Indian security forces
in the disputed region. The play, which was
scheduled to be staged on Feb. 19 in the western
city of Jaipur, was stopped by police but if they
hadn’t stepped in, hardline Hindu activists had
made it clear they would have physically forced
it off the stage. The activists said Majumdar was
“anti-national” or unpatriotic.

Hours before the show was due to start, the
crew said they were forced to escape the venue
as a mob had gathered. They said they ran down
back alleys and had to take side roads to avoid
being attacked on a main road. “It wasn’t that
people didn’t like our play, expressed their dis-
may and left. No. We were being hunted across
the city,” said Ashwath Bhatt, an actor in the play.

Several playwrights, filmmakers, musicians,
and comedians say their work has been censored
or cancelled following pressure, sometimes
backed up by physical threats, from Hindu hard-
line groups that have multiplied since Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi came to power in 2014.
Many of these artists say they fear that if Modi
and his Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) are elected to a second term in the current
general election it will lead to further restraints
on freedom of expression. 

Most political strategists say they expect
Modi to be in a position to form the next govern-
ment when votes are counted on May 23. Reuters
interviewed 21 actors, playwrights, musicians and
comedians for this story and found out that at

least 15 of them have been subjected to question-
ing by event organizers or the authorities if their
works explored contentious issues, such as sec-
ularism and religious intolerance, or ridiculed
Modi’s decisions.

BJP leaders have dismissed allegations that
the party is intolerant of dissent. In Jaipur,
Reuters spoke to three police officers who went
to the venue, and all three said they just didn’t
feel the timing was right to show Majumdar’s
play, which deals with the mental state of civilians
and security forces after years of unrest in Kash-
mir. None of the three had read the script. “We
were informed of possible violence. So to avoid
any violence and any harm from happening, we
took action,” said sub-inspector Mukesh Kumar.

‘What a liar’
Hindu activist Suraj Soni said he filed a police

complaint against the play and joined the
protests because it was “mocking” and “insult-
ing” the nation’s armed forces at a time when
India was mourning those killed in the suicide at-
tack. “We told them the evening before to not go
ahead with it since the country’s sentiments are
on a boil. Majumdar ji didn’t want to listen to us,”
Soni said, using an honorific to describe the play-
wright. Majumdar said he had never met Soni.
“What a liar,” the 38-year-old playwright said.
“He is part of a larger nexus of the disease that
the BJP has spread in our country.”

Lalitha Kumaramangalam, a BJP leader, said
the allegations by artists that the government and
the ruling party were clamping down on free
speech were “all in their mind”. The number of
verbal attacks on the BJP and its allies was illus-

trative of how much freedom the critics had, she
said. Kumaramangalam compared it with
India’s 21-month state of emergency in 1975-
77 when then prime minister Indira Gandhi sus-
pended civil liberties. Hundreds of journalists,
artists and intellectuals were among those ar-
rested at the time.

“That was real censorship. I don’t think any-
one has come anywhere near that. You wouldn’t
even be talking to me about it if there was real
curtailment right now,” Kumaramangalam said.
Clearly the Hindu groups aren’t the only re-
straint on freedom of expression in often ultra-
conservative India. Hardly a month goes by
without a movie being challenged because a
plotline offends one religion, ethnic group,
caste, or another.

But it is the intensity of the attacks on any-
thing that challenges the Modi government or the
Indian military’s view of the world that is fright-
ening artists. And more direct involvement of
local police in deciding whether a performance
can continue is adding to those concerns. “There
is a kind of legitimacy this government has pro-
vided to violence. It is okay to attack artists these
days, only because their work does not suit the
narrative being peddled for electoral gains,” said
Majumdar.

Music stopped
In January when a Tamil-language band ‘The

Casteless Collective’ sang in the southern city of
Chennai, a police officer stopped the band soon
after it started playing. “In the first line of the
song the words ‘Modi Mastan’ were heard, and
a panicked cop came running to me to stop the

show,” said Carnatic singer TM Krishna, an or-
ganiser of the festival. The words roughly mean
‘mystical fraudster’ in Tamil language slang and
do not necessarily refer to the prime minister. Po-
lice Sub-Inspector A. Selvakumar, who was on
duty at the beach festival, denied in a phone in-
terview that the band was interrupted because
of the lyrics, saying his superior had told him the
performance had exceeded its time limit and had
to be stopped.

Actor-director Amol Palekar was interrupted
during a speech at the National Gallery of Mod-
ern Art (NGMA) in Mumbai in February this year
by the institution’s officials. He was speaking
about government interference in art and attacks
on freedom of expression and had to wind up
abruptly. “The NGMA episode was despicable
and was representative of the gagging that has
spread over all fields of expression,” Palekar said
in an e-mail response to questions.

Soon after that, more than 800 writers and
artists from across the country protested and
signed the ‘Artists Unite’ declaration to register
concern against hate and intolerance. Moloy-
ashree Hashmi, an actor for more than four
decades, says while groups have been physically
attacked, there was also a hidden clampdown on
dissent. “It is the unstated, not being able to per-
form ... that is far more insidious and all perva-
sive,” she said.

Her husband Safdar Hashmi, a playwright and
a member of the Communist Party (Marxist), was
killed while performing a street play in a village
outside Delhi in 1989. Ten people, including a
member of the then ruling Congress party, were
convicted for the killing. —Reuters

Under Modi, Hindu hardliners turn 
Indian theatre into a battleground

Artists say creative spaces critical of government have shrunk

SRINAGAR: Indian troops and separatist mili-
tants clashed in Indian-controlled Kashmir yes-
terday and five people were killed including a
civilian, officials said, the latest casualties in a
new phase of violence in the 30-year insur-
gency. Tension in Muslim-majority Kashmir has
been high since a Feb. 14 suicide bomb attack
by the Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) militant group killed at least 40 Indian
paramilitary police. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave troops a
“free hand” to respond to the attack, and near-
daily searches in villages in Kashmir since then
have often triggered violent confrontations, with
civilians caught in crossfire to the alarm of rights
groups. Modi’s tough response to the bomb at-
tack, which included an air strike against what
India said was a militant camp in Pakistan, is be-
lieved to have given his party a boost in a gen-
eral election that began on April 11 and ends on
May 19. Three JeM militants, including a Pak-
istani commander, and an Indian soldier were
killed in the gun battle in Dalipora, a village in

south Kashmir, which began in the early hours,
police said.

Villagers said a civilian, who they identified
as Rayees Ahmad Dar, 32, was also killed after
Indian soldiers had sent him to search a house
where militants were believed to be hiding. Vil-
lagers in the area have complained before about
the army using civilians as human shields in
searches. A police spokesman said Dar had been
killed in indiscriminate firing by the militants, and
denied he had been sent on a search. After the
clash, villagers threw rocks at security forces,
who responded with teargas, while lawyers in
the state’s high court went on strike in a protest
over Dar’s death.

Also yesterday, police said seven people had
been arrested and a curfew imposed on a town
in the region after a Muslim man transporting
horses was shot dead, allegedly by a Hindu
group wanting to protect the rights of cows, an
animal considered sacred in their religion. Wit-
ness Yasir Hussain told Reuters he was one of
three men confronted overnight by the group on
the outskirts of Bhaderwah. 

“They alleged that we are cow smugglers, but
I directed my torch towards the horses and told
them that these are the horses,” he said. “They
then fired at us and we fled.”

Kashmir is at the heart of decades of hostility
between India and Pakistan. The nuclear-armed

neighbors both claim it in full but rule it in part.
The rivals have fought three wars since their in-
dependence, two of them over the Himalayan re-
gion, and came close to another after the
February bomb attack.

Separatist militants, who India says are
backed by Pakistan, have been fighting Indian
security forces since 1989. Pakistan denies sup-

porting the insurgents. “Even in the holy month
of Ramadan there is no letup in killings and
bloodshed in Kashmir as civilians, armed youth
or even Indian forces are getting killed,” Kash-
mir’s main separatist political group, the Joint
Resistance Leadership, said in a statement. The
group called for a general strike in Kashmir on
Friday. —Reuters

Five killed in gun 
battle in Kashmir

KASHMIR: Kashmiri villagers carry the coffin of a militant commander of the Jaish-e-Mohammed, Naseer
Pandith, during the funeral procession at Pulwama in the South of Srinagar yesterday. —AFP 
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This picture shows the Eiffel Tower during a
light show celebrating the 130th anniversary of
its construction in Paris. — AFP

Eiffel Tower celebrates 130th birthday
See Page 23
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In a sunny corner overlooking the yacht-filled harbor, a hand-
ful of Cannes’ youngest visitors are bouncing around a vi-
brant-colored carpet in the first-ever creche at the world’s
biggest film festival. The brainchild of three film industry

mothers struggling to juggle being a parent with the grueling an-
nual run of festivals, Le Ballon Rouge (The Red Balloon), is a light,
airy room “where children are the new VIPs”.

Kids had previously been a very rare sight at the annual
celebrity-filled festival, which thrives on glitz and glamour but has
done little to meet the practical needs of movers and shakers with
babies or toddlers in tow. But for the first time this year, the festival
has opened the special day care centre to lend a hand to parents
in the film industry. It follows a similar nursery, “playhouse and
nap room” set up at the Sundance film festival last year by the
US-based Moms-in-Film group, which had railed at the lack of
child-friendly facilities at Cannes.

‘Takes women to make this happen’ 
It’s the morning of the opening of the Cannes creche and a

handful of youngsters are playing with soft toys, while others try
to nap in a space which also has fenced-off outdoor areas shaded
by parasols. Three young nannies and a nurse from the Paris-
based service “Nanny Please” are on hand to sing, color, draw
and make lunch, helped by two local volunteers, with the children
housed in a pavilion by the harbor. 

Coming from Los Angeles for her first visit to the Cannes fes-
tival, Gail Greaves said she had been planning on hiring someone
to watch her two-year-old daughter Arabella. But with the festival
running for 12 days, going private can quickly get expensive. “You
can’t really do much when they’re crying,” she said.  “I was going
to bring a nanny or get one locally but you’re looking at 20 to 30
euros an hour.”

But searching online she found Le Ballon Rouge and quickly
booked a place. Accredited festival-goers can obtain special
passes for their children to use the day care service which is open
from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm and costs 50 euros per day. “This is
amazing! They have all of this-and other kids to play with,”
Greaves smiled.  “It takes women coming together to make some-
thing happen.”

Three film industry professionals with young children came up
with the idea a few months ago while sharing tips about how to
handle the work-life balance. Together they founded “Parenting
at Film Festivals”.  “We were just comparing notes on how hard it
was to be a parent at a festival,” said Michelle Carey, an Australian
film programmer and one of the three women who founded the
group.  During last year’s festival, she had to dash back to her

hotel room some 20 minutes away just to feed her infant son,
which was both difficult and impractical. And she wasn’t alone.

Teething problems   
“In January, we started talking with other friends in the indus-

try, just sharing tips, then at the Berlin film festival we met several
festival representatives,” she told AFP as her two-year-old son
raced around the room giggling. Coming up with a plan, the three
approached the festival organizers and Cannes’ sprawling film
market and by April, the initiative was in place.  They have also
set up a baby room inside the Palais des Festivals, where the red
carpet premieres take place, offering a private space for mums to
feed and change their babies.

“It’s particularly good for young mothers who may be return-
ing to work after giving birth,” Carey said. But Cannes’ big gesture
has not been without its teething problems, with a British director
saying she had been refused entry to the festival site with her
four-month-old son on Wednesday. She said she was asked for

300 euros for a delegate’s pass for him and when she accepted,
was told it would take 48 hours to process, she told The Guardian.

Mother-led initiative    
So far, 50 parents have signed up to Le Ballon Rouge, which is

named after an Oscar-winning French children’s film, with 17 chil-
dren booked in, Carey said. One of the parents is a member of one
of the festival prize juries. The infrastructure was funded by the
film market while the child care costs were raised through a
crowdfunding initiative with contributions from more than 12 com-
panies and institutions. 

Supported by the 5050/2020 collective, which is pushing for
an equal place for women in the film industry, the move comes a
year after Cannes signed up to a gender equality pledge. But
Carey said the initiative to offer parent-friendly services was en-
tirely led by her and her fellow mothers.  “We went to them and
offered a solution,” she told AFP.  “If we hadn’t gone to them, they
wouldn’t have been able to do it themselves.” —AFP 

Lights, camera... creche! 
Cannes gets red carpet nursery

Childcare assistant look for children at the Festival’s day nursery during the 72nd edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes,
southern France. — AFP

Chinese actress Gong Li poses during the 72nd edition of the Cannes Film Festival in
Cannes, southern France. —AFP

Chinese superstar Gong Li is to play volleyball legend Lang Ping, one of the country’s
biggest sporting heroes, in a new film, industry reports said yesterday. Gong Li, who is
at the Cannes film festival to receive a Women in Motion award, has been signed up
for the movie, according to the Hollywood Reporter. Lang, nicknamed the “Iron Ham-

mer”, captained the Chinese women’s team that won Olympic gold by beating the US at the Los
Angeles Olympics in 1984.

She later led her homeland to gold as coach at the Rio Games in 2016 having trained the
American squad which won silver in Beijing eight years earlier. The 58-year-old is the only
woman to have won gold at the Olympics both as a player and a coach, and is still the head
trainer of the Chinese team. The as-yet-untitled biopic will be directed by powerhouse Hong
Kong director Peter Chan, who has turned out a string of hits in China and Hollywood including
“Perhaps Love” and “The Warlords”. Gong Li walked the red carpet on the opening night at the
festival wearing a Ralph & Russo Couture dress for the premiere of the star-studded zombie
flick “The Dead Don’t Die”. —AFP

Gong Li to star as China’s ‘Iron
Hammer’ volleyball legend
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Cannes paid tribute to cult horror master John Carpen-
ter on Wednesday with an award for “The Thing” di-
rector’s contribution to cinema. Carpenter - also
known for classics including “Halloween” and “Escape

from New York” - was presented with the Golden Coach award
by the French directors’ guild at the opening ceremony of the
Director’s Fortnight, which runs in parallel to the main Cannes
festival on the French Riviera.

Fittingly for a filmmaker who is also a renowned pioneering
composer who created or jointly composed the majority of his
own film scores, the gala got under way with some eerie elec-
tronic mood music. Carpenter, an American who lives in Cali-
fornia, told the event that he had been fascinated by the way
characters emerged from rays of light in a movie projector
since his first trip to the cinema at age 3 to see Katharine Hep-
burn and Humphrey Bogart in “The African Queen.”

“It’s that transportation of an audience through the world
of light and the shadows around it that I’m proud to be a part
of,” he said. The main selection of Cannes’ film showcase
opened with a zombie extravaganza, “The Dead Don’t Die,” on
Tuesday night. Its director, Jim Jarmusch, cited Carpenter as
one of his horror film references and inspirations.  — Reuters

Cult horror director John Carpenter honored at Cannes

US pop singer-turned-actress Selena
Gomez warned Wednesday that social
media had been “terrible” for her gen-
eration but said she tried to set a good

example for her 150 million followers on Insta-
gram. Speaking after her politically-charged zom-
bie flick, Jim Jarmusch’s “The Dead Don’t Die”,
opened the Cannes film festival, Gomez said the
platforms that helped make her famous were de-
structive in the wrong hands. “I think that our
world is going through a lot obviously. What Jim
(Jarmusch) gestured to in the film is that social
media has really been terrible for my generation,”
Gomez, 26, told a news conference.

Her comments came as a Malaysian teenager
took her own life after posting an Instagram poll
asking if she should live or die. The 16-year-old
from Kuching in eastern Sarawak state died after
posting the poll Monday on the Facebook-
owned platform. Gomez, who has been mobbed
by autograph hunters in Cannes and dominated
photo spreads from opening night on Tuesday,
also warned about the fake news rampant on so-
cial media.

“I understand that it’s amazing to use your plat-
form but it does scare me when you see how ex-
posed these young girls and young boys are,” she
said. “They are not aware of the news. I think it’s
dangerous for sure if people aren’t getting the
right information sometimes.”

‘It scares me’    
Gomez said pervasive internet bullying

“scares” her and left many young people “devas-
tated”. In light of her own massive social media
presence, Gomez was asked what celebrities and
tech industry giants could do to make the online
world less toxic. She set out a bleak picture.  “I
think it’s pretty impossible to make it safe at this
point. There’s no blocking anything, they’re ex-

posed to it immediately,” she said at the news con-
ference with her co-stars Bill Murray, Chloe Sevi-
gny and Tilda Swinton.

Gomez said she was “grateful” to “have a plat-
form” and tried to use it to “share things that I’m
really passionate about”. “I also don’t do a lot of
pointless pictures. I like to be intentional with it,”
she said. On her own internet use, Gomez said less
was more. “It can be great in moments but I would
just be careful and allow yourself some time limits
when you use it and when you shouldn’t.”

Commodity fetishism   
Jarmusch’s film, a tribute to the George Romero

monster movies of the 1960s and 70s, depicts a
small town in Trump-era America facing an infes-
tation of flesh-eating zombies, including one played
by Jarmusch’s friend Iggy Pop. The siege is trig-
gered by polar fracking which scientists say has
“knocked the Earth off its axis”, even as the gov-
ernment’s energy secretary and large gas corpo-
rations insist it’s safe. Gomez plays a “big city
hipster” visiting the town who falls victim to an am-
bush of zombies, who moan for the creature com-
forts they craved in life like wifi, Xanax and
chardonnay wine.

Jarmusch, 66, is a Cannes favorite who has pre-
miered hits such as “Broken Flowers”, “Only Lovers
Left Alive” and “Paterson” at the festival. He said
he was using the zombie metaphor in his new
movie to take aim at “the whole culture of com-
modity fetishism” as well as climate change denial.
“Watching nature decline at unprecedented rates
in history is for me terrifying and concerning,” Jar-
musch said. He said despite the film’s grim message,
the fervour of young climate activists gave him
grounds for hope.  

“We do have people that are concerned with it
and are making it their focus, mostly younger peo-
ple-there is optimism for sure but it’s just the time-

frame is speeding up very quickly,” he said. Murray,
68, waxed philosophical about movie acting as the
seas rise and the planet overheats. “When I’m not

working, I’m lazy.... I’m a better person when I’m
working on a film,” he said. “This is my little ice floe
that I stand on and I hope it doesn’t melt.” —AFP

Cannes idol Gomez says social
media ‘terrible’ for her generation

US director John Carpenter, center, strolls on the Promenade de la Croisette during the 72nd edition of the Cannes Film
Festival in Cannes, southern France. — AFP

British actor Michael Caine is to take on the role of a grumpy washed-up author in
the film “Best Sellers” which will begin shooting in Canada in July, the distributors
said at Cannes.  The story revolves around the fate of a boutique publishing house
and the ambitious young editor who is trying to save it by setting off on a crazy

book tour with Caine, a whisky-drinking author well past his prime who just wants to stay
at home with his cat. 

“With ‘bullshite’ as his rallying cry, Caine weaves a character that is hilarious in its rage,
yet so touching in its vulnerability,” Mark Damon of Foresight Unlimited told media at Cannes
on Wednesday, describing it as “a wonderful script”. Now 86, Caine has for many years pro-
fessed to be semi-retired, but continues to add to his vast body of work, most recently ap-
pearing last year in “King of Thieves”, based on the true story of a gang of retired crooks
who pull off a major jewelry heist in London. —AFP 

Michael Caine to headline ‘Best 
Sellers’ as razor-tongued writer

US singer and actress Selena Gomez poses during the 72nd edition of the Cannes Film Festival
in Cannes, southern France. — AFP
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After the near billion-dollar smash that
was “Bohemian Rhapsody”, the Elton
John biopic “Rocketman” will touch
down yesterday at the Cannes film for

a premiere at which the star himself is primed
to play. Sir Elton, 72, rocketed to stardom
through a combination of virtuoso musical tal-
ent, flamboyant performances and unforget-
table pop songs, using his platform to promote
gay rights and AIDS causes.

One of the world’s best-selling artists, the
gay star’s career has spanned nearly five
decades, much of it lived in a hazy whirl of sex,
drugs and rock ‘n’ roll.  Which gives plenty of
material for Dexter Fletcher-the British direc-
tor drafted in at the last minute to save the
Freddie Mercury film-to play with. The movie
explores the singer’s long and successful song-
writing partnership with lyricist Bernie Taupin,
the result of a random pairing by a London
record company, which produced seven con-
secutive US number one albums in the three
years between 1972-75.

Born Reginald Kenneth Dwight in northwest
London, John has sold over 300 million records
worldwide, won five Grammys, a Tony and an

Oscar. He also went down in British royal histo-
ry when he performed his song “Candle in the
Wind” with reworked lyrics at the funeral of

Diana, Princess of Wales, in 1997. She had been
a personal friend.

The song was later re-released and sold
more than 33 million copies, making it the best-
selling single of all time after Bing Crosby’s
“White Christmas”. John has given more than
3,500 concerts worldwide and early in his
career became known for outlandish stage
costumes, glasses that spelled his name in
lights and doing handstands on his keyboards.

‘Cocaine made me open up’    
He also plunged headfirst into the rock star

lifestyle, saying he now regrets his substance
abuse. “I always said cocaine was the drug that
made me open up. I could talk to people,” the
naturally shy musician told NPR of his intro-
duction to drugs in the 1970s. “I’d stay up, I’d
smoke joints, I’d drink a bottle of Johnnie
Walker then I’d stay up for three days,” he later
said, adding he had been “very close” to death.

“I would have an epileptic seizure and turn
blue, and people would find me on the floor
and put me to bed, and then 40 minutes later
I’d be snorting another line,” he said. He cred-
its his sobriety to a meeting with US teenage
hemophiliac Ryan White, who contracted HIV
through a contaminated blood transfusion,
calling him the “spark that helped me to recov-
er from my addictions” and become an anti-
AIDS activist.

He set up the Elton John AIDS Foundation in
1992, a year after his close friend Freddie
Mercury died of the disease, and has raised
more than $400 million. A prodigiously talent-
ed child, John began playing the piano at the
age of three and at 11 won a junior scholarship
to the Royal Academy of Music in London. By
the age of 15, he was working as an errand boy
for a music publishing company by day and
playing gigs by night.

Five years later in 1967, after answering an
advertisement placed by a record company, he
was paired up with Taupin who had answered
the same ad. “Billy Elliot” star Jamie Bell plays
the lyricist in “Rocketman”. Between 1970 and
1976, the duo’s songwriting partnership pro-
duced a string of hit singles such as “Your
Song”, “Rocket Man”, “Crocodile Rock”,
“Daniel” and “Goodbye Yellow Brick Road”.
“Don’t Go Breaking My Heart”, a duet with the
British singer Kiki Dee, went to number one in
both the UK and US charts. —AFP

British-Thai actress Araya Hargate

British singer-songwriter Elton John waves during a photocall for the film ‘Rocketman’ at the 72nd
edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, southern France. —AFP

Brazilian model Alessandra Ambrosio

Chinese actress and singer Li Yuchun US actress Julianne Moore

Elle Fanning

‘Rocketman’ gets Cannes film festival liftoff
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Managing the health of the planet, fighting discrimina-
tion or boosting innovation in the arts; the fields in
which Artificial Intelligence can help humans are

countless, and an ambitious London exhibition aims to prove
it. Under the title “AI: more than human”, the immense Barbican
cultural centre brings together more than 200 installations, ex-
hibits and projects by artists, scientists and researchers from
all over the world. 

From yesterday until August, visitors will be able to take a
journey from the long-held dream of creating artificial life to the
reality of today’s most cutting-edge projects.  An immersive
space by Japanese collective teamLab forms one of the most in-
triguing exhibits, with art and science combining to let the visitor
leave their mark on an evolving digital wall projection. 

There are also robots of all shapes and sizes, from Sony’s
small dog Aibo-whose first version from 1999 has now evolved
into an AI model-to a large mechanical arm that prepares and
serves cocktails. Other exhibits explore the complex systems
that keep big cities ticking over and push forward research into
medical conditions from cancer to blindness. 

The current limits of AI are investigated, including racial bias
in some facial recognition software. Properly designed AI can
help prevent harm, Francesca Rossi, head of ethics at IBM Re-
search, told AFP.  “If the machine can understand this concept
of bias, then it can alert us if it sees that there is bias in our de-
cision making,” she said. 

Inserting human values
Although the idea of decoding the human brain and imitating

its functions was born in the mid-1950s, AI only exploded in
2010 thanks to very fast state-of-the-art processors that allow

the analysis of huge amounts of data.  The machines have since
come on leaps and bounds. IBM’s Deep Blue beat Russian chess
champion Garry Kasparov in 1997 while AlphaGo-developed by
Google’s DeepMind team-in 2016 beat Lee Sedol, world cham-
pion in the 3,000-year-old Chinese board game known as Go. 

Both are present in the exhibition, helping to outline how AI
can help solve problems of enormous complexity, such as cli-
mate change.  “The thing that we dream about would be, what if
a machine could say: ‘here is a clever way of changing how we
run our economy that fixes climate’,” explained Swedish philoso-
pher Anders Sandberg, Senior Research Fellow at the Future of
Humanity Institute, Oxford. 

But for that, “we need to find a good way of putting human
values into machines so they will act without accidentally harm-
ing you”, he added, joking that AI could conclude the best solu-
tion was to eradicate human beings.  Despite its ambitious scope,
the exhibition is only one part of a larger project called “Life
Rewired”, which explores the impact of technology on society.
The centre recently held a concert of baroque music composed
by AI after analyzing works by Johann Sebastian Bach. 

“We gave the machine-learning algorithm all of Bach’s key-
board works,” explained the project’s architect Marcus du
Sautoy. “That’s a lot of music, but often machine-learning needs
millions of data points to learn from”, added the Oxford mathe-
matician. He hopes to demonstrate that, rather than competing
with humans, artificial intelligence can help humans “to think
outside of our narrow creative window”. “Humans get very stuck
in ways of thinking, we often end up behaving like machines,” he
said.—AFP

An AI robot with a humanistic face, entitled Alter 3: Offloaded Agency,
is pictured during a photocall to promote the forthcoming exhibition
entitled “AI: More than Human,” at the Barbican Centre in London.

This picture shows
the inscription ‘130
years’ displayed on

the Eiffel Tower 
during a light show

celebrating the
130th anniversary of

its construction, in
Paris. — AFP.

The robotic arms of the Makr Shakr cocktail maker are pictured
as they mix a cocktail during a photocall. 

An installation entitled Synthetic Apiary, by Neri Oman and The
Mediated Matter Group, is pictured during a photocall.

An installation entitled Personal Food Computer v3.0, is pictured
during a photocall.— AFP photos



It is a brutal 600-kilometre gauntlet during which competitors
face searing heat, wild seas, vicious predators, and the threat
of kidnapping. Only one in ten will finish. This is the MacArthur

competition-the Philippines’ longest homing pigeon race. It’s a
tough challenge for the birds and a tense affair for the owners.
“Compared to Europe and the United States, we have lots of
predators here and a lot of people who shoot these birds,” said
Jaime Lim, one of the Philippines’ best-known pigeon fanciers-
as the pursuit’s devotees are known.

“Fishing nets are set up in the mountains to capture these
birds. That’s a major problem nowadays,” the 68-year-old con-
struction magnate added. Racing pigeons can be worth thousands
of dollars but some that are kidnapped are sold off to unscrupu-
lous fanciers for as little as $14, Lim explained. It’s a nefarious side
effect of the hobby’s swelling popularity in the Philippines, where
there are now at least 300 clubs with thousands of members.

This mirrors increasing popularity in other Asian countries,
particularly India, Taiwan and China. In March, a Chinese buyer
spent a record 1.25 million euros at an auction for Belgium’s best
long-distance racing pigeon of all time. According to Encyclope-
dia Britannica, the sport began in Belgium, where the first long-
distance race was held in 1818. The European nation remains the
global hub for enthusiasts.

Gambling appeal 
The appeal in the Philippines seems to be a mix, including the

bird’s fascinating navigational skills and a touch of hunger for a
quick profit. Fancier Mary Grace San Jose, 38, is from the poor
district of Tondo in Manila and says one draw is that racing is
open to everyone. “What is important is you are able to feed
them,” she told AFP, adding: “You may not afford what the rich
give their birds... but that’s fine.” Money remains part of the ap-
peal for many though.

“It does not look good, but the opportunity to gamble is part
of it,” Eddie Noble, an official of the 1,000-member Metro Manila
Fanciers Club, told AFP. Noble said the main driver, though, is the
pure excitement of “racing these birds with a phenomenal ability
to find their way home”. Science has never concretely explained
the homing pigeon’s skills. The two more popular theories posit
that they follow the Earth’s magnetic field lines and rely on their
sense of smell. 

One new hypothesis says that the birds use ultra-low fre-
quency sounds that map out the terrain. That ability is put to the
test in the MacArthur. “Ten percent, at the most, make it back,”
race director Nelson Chua said of the event, which begins in the
MacArthur town on the island of Leyte. “We can say that 50-70

percent were snared by nets, shot, or taken by predators,” he said.
Lim insisted secrecy is necessary to protect the birds: “If they
(kidnappers) get wind of the date of the race that’s when they put
their nets up.”

Worried parents
Most of the rest are picked off by hungry predator birds, felled

by tropical heat and exhaustion or even the occasional typhoon
in a competition that lasts at least ten hours. Those that survive
fly directly to their coups in the Manila area. Their owners must
then retrieve a code affixed to the pigeon’s foot and call it in to
race organizers, which is how finishing order is determined.

For Ashley Fruno, of the People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals group, the three sea crossings in the MacArthur race-
rather than poachers, are to blame for the 90 percent casualty
rate, which she said is among the world’s deadliest. “There’s noth-
ing sporting about forcing animals to risk-and often lose-their
lives so that someone can win a prize, a title or some money,”
Manila-based Fruno told AFP.

She added that the pigeons fly low over water to avoid wind,
and so many die when hit by waves or succumb to exhaustion.
Fanciers claim they wait for their birds to return like worried par-
ents. “It might take a few days, but they always come back unless
they are caught by net,” said San Jose. “If they don’t, I’ll spend
days at their rooftop loft, waiting for them,” she added. But she
conceded, she has no idea what happened to her last two entries
in the MacArthur race-they didn’t make it back.—AFP
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In this photo an employee of Philippine pigeon homing association
tags a pigeon taking part in the MacArthur competition.

In this photo 15-year-old aspiring pigeon fancier Christopher Sibug
shows one of his pigeons at his home inside a cemetery in Manila.

In this photo Jaime Lim, one of the Philippines’ best-known pigeon
fanciers, shows one of his racing pigeons at his home in Manila. 

Pigeon fanciers register their birds at the office of the Philippine pigeon homing association’s office.— AFP photos
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With bucket and spade in hand, Sabiha Ayari from Sejnane
in northern Tunisia is among the women keeping alive
an ancient tradition of creating pottery with all-natural

materials. Using skills handed down from generation to genera-
tion, she extracts red and white clay from local wadis to craft ter-
racota artifacts, such as dolls and animal figurines as well as
cooking utensils for the kitchen. The pottery, mostly cream-col-
ored with black and red motifs, was added in 2018 to the presti-
gious “Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity” of UNESCO, the United Nations cultural organization.

“These are Berber motifs, the same as those found on tradi-
tional outfits and tattoos,” says Ayari, a respected potter in her
50s committed to preserving the ancestral tradition. Seated in her
lean-to overlooking the family lands, she scoops up the clay and
spends most of her time fashioning utensils as well as stylized tor-
toises and horses. The women of Sejnane make and decorate their
artisan pottery with natural elements from the agricultural region.

Ayari, who is unmarried, mixes the clay with crushed brick,
prepared by her sister-in-law, to strengthen the raw material. The
bricks are a rare nod to modern methods, as in the past shattered
old pots were used. After a days-long drying process, the pots
are varnished with a thin coat of white clay. Some are then deco-
rated with red-ochre earth. Ayari’s mother, with her worn-out
hands, joins in by polishing the plates. They have to be smoothed
out several times to achieve a glazed look.

No sophisticated tools are used, no modern ovens, just the sole
of a shoe for the burnishing process and a stick for decorating the
pieces with the juice of leaves collected from mastic trees. The
items are then heated on an open hearth fired by dried dung, turn-
ing the juice from green to black. “This is how all kitchen utensils
were made when I was little,” says Ayari. “They didn’t realize the
value of these objects.” She shows off a large earthenware jar
modeled by her grandmother. Other ancient objects have already
been shattered to make new items.

Change with the times
Her pottery handicraft, dating back to 3,500 BC, has remained

intact “without great technical or aesthetic changes”, explains
Naceur Baklouti, a researcher into Tunisia’s heritage. But chang-
ing lifestyles and the availability of low-price kitchen and house-
hold items over the past 50 years have led artisans “to switch
production from utensils to the decorative”, says Baklouti. Potters
sell their wares from roadside shacks. The best of them are invited
to display at exhibitions in Tunis, a two-and-a-half-hour drive
away, and in Europe.

As for Ayari, she may not know how to read or write, apart

from signing her work, but her pots are in demand and her flow
of orders keeps her household going. “I’m an ambassador for
Tunisia,” says the proud potter, who wears a traditional red
costume and flowery scarf at her sales. But her status is fairly
unique among the hundreds of potters in the green valleys sur-
rounding the town of Sejnane. For most, it’s only a secondary
source of income.

Young Tunisians do not have the patience to learn and perfect
the art, according to Ayari. They prefer to use black ink and chem-
icals, rather than take the time to collect and extract natural ma-
terials. The challenge remains to hand down the skills. Sejnane has
plans to build a museum and training centre to preserve its local
know-how. Ayari has already trained her sister-in-law Khadija
and given courses to several other local women. Also to keep it in
the family, the plan is to pass down her skills to her nephew’s fu-
ture wife after she quits her factory job. But the future is not as-
sured. “You have to be passionate about the work. You can’t force
it, you have to want it,” Khadija frets.—AFP

Pottery crafted in Sejnane is displayed at a souvenir shop in the Tunisian capital Tunis.

Some of the works of Sabiha Ayari.

Sabiha Ayari, a Tunisian potter in her fifties, works in the village of
Sejnane in the northern Tunisian province of Bizerte, about 120 kilo-
meters west of the capital Tunis. — AFP photos
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We love a tall New York-style cheesecake but there’s
no denying it’s a bit of a project. It’s also incredibly
rich and decadent. Sometimes we want the essence

of a cheesecake with less fuss, and we want the tang of a
cream cheese-based cake without the weight—something
lighter and creamier to finish a meal.

Enter no-bake cheesecake: The filling is lightened with
whipped cream and the absence of eggs makes for a less rich
cake. We achieved the best flavor and texture when we stuck
to the tried-and-true combination of heavy cream and cream
cheese thickened with gelatin.

Allowing the gelatin to hydrate in a portion of the cream
and then bringing it to a boil in the microwave fully activated
its thickening power. Lemon juice, lemon zest, and a little
vanilla added just enough spark to perk up the tangy cream
cheese.

And with a few simple tweaks, we created a peanut butter
lover’s variation, using Nutter Butter cookies in the crust and a
generous dose of peanut butter in the cake. Serve with Fresh
Strawberry Topping (recipe follows), if desired.

ICEBOX CHEESECAKE
Ingredients 

Servings: 10-12
Start to finish: 45 minutes active cooking time
Crust:
8 whole graham crackers, broken into 1-inch pieces
1 tablespoon sugar

5 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted

Filling:
2 1/2 teaspoons unflavored gelatin
1 1/2 cups heavy cream
2/3 cup (4 2/3 ounces) sugar
1 pound cream cheese, cut into 1-inch pieces and softened
1 teaspoon grated lemon zest plus 2 tablespoons juice
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
For the crust: Adjust oven rack to middle position and heat

oven to 325 F. Pulse crackers and sugar in food processor until
finely ground, about 15 pulses. Transfer crumbs to bowl, drizzle
with melted butter, and mix with rubber spatula until mixture
resembles wet sand. Using your hands, press crumb mixture
evenly into bottom of 9-inch springform pan. Using bottom of
measuring cup, firmly pack crust into pan. Bake until fragrant
and beginning to brown, about 13 minutes. Let crust cool com-
pletely in pan on wire rack, about 30 minutes.

For the filling: Sprinkle gelatin over 1/4 cup cream in 2-cup
liquid measuring cup and let sit until gelatin softens, about 5
minutes. Microwave until mixture is bubbling around edges
and gelatin dissolves, about 20 seconds; whisk to combine and
set aside.

Using stand mixer fitted with whisk attachment, whip re-
maining 1 1/4 cups cream and sugar on medium-low speed
until foamy, about 1 minute. Increase speed to high and whip
until soft peaks form, 1 to 3 minutes. Fit stand mixer with pad-
dle, reduce speed to medium-low, add cream cheese, and beat

until combined, about 1 minute, scraping down bowl once
(mixture may not be completely smooth). Add lemon juice,
vanilla, and salt and continue to beat until combined, about 1
minute, scraping down bowl as needed. Increase speed to
medium-high and beat until smooth, about 3 minutes. Add dis-
solved gelatin mixture and lemon zest and continue to beat
until smooth and airy, about 2 minutes.

Pour filling into crust and spread into even layer with spat-
ula. Wrap cheesecake tightly in plastic wrap and refrigerate
until set, at least 6 hours or up to 24 hours. To unmold cheese-
cake, wrap hot, damp dish towel around pan and let stand for 1
minute. Remove sides of pan and slide thin metal spatula be-
tween crust and pan bottom to loosen, then slide cheesecake
onto platter. Serve.

Fresh Strawberry Topping:
1 1/4 pounds strawberries, hulled and sliced thin (4 cups)
1/4 cup (1 3/4 ounces) sugar
1/2 cup strawberry jam
1 tablespoon lemon juice
Toss strawberries, sugar, and salt together in bowl and let

sit, stirring occasionally, until berries have released their juice
and sugar has dissolved, about 30 minutes. Process jam in
food processor until smooth, about 8 seconds. Simmer jam in
small saucepan over medium heat until no longer foamy, about
3 minutes. Stir warm jam and lemon juice into strawberries.
Let cool completely, about 1 hour. Serve at room temperature
or chilled.

CHEESECAKE 
without the fuss? Enter
the NO-BAKE CHEESE
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Afresh, herb-packed chimichurri sauce complementing
rich, smoky grilled steaks is an Argentine favorite. We
think it’s a perfect meal for summer evenings outside

with friends and family. To translate the Argentine grilling
method to our smaller American steaks, we rubbed the bone-
less strip steaks with salt and used the freezer as a dehydrator
to evaporate the surface moisture; this, along with rubbing the
steaks with cornstarch, helped them develop a substantial
browned exterior on the grill. Covering the grill for the initial
cooking jump-started the flavoring process.

GRILLED ARGENTINE STEAKS 
WITH CHIMICHURRI SAUCE

Ingredients 
Servings: 6-8
Start to finish: 1 hour 30 minutes (plus 30 minutes salting

time)
Chimichurri Sauce:
1/4 cup hot water
2 teaspoons dried oregano
1 teaspoon salt
1 1/3 cups fresh parsley leaves
2/3 cup fresh cilantro leaves
6 garlic cloves, minced
1/2 teaspoon red pepper flakes
1/4 cup red wine vinegar
1/2 cup extra-virgin olive oil

Steaks:
1 tablespoon cornstarch
Salt and pepper
4 (1 pound) boneless strip steaks, 1 1/2 inches thick,

trimmed
4 medium wood chunks, unsoaked
1 (9 inch) disposable aluminum pie plate (if using gas)

Preparation 
For the chimichurri sauce: Combine water, oregano, and salt

in small bowl and let sit until oregano is softened, about 15
minutes. Pulse parsley, cilantro, garlic, and pepper flakes in
food processor until coarsely chopped, about 10 pulses. Add
water mixture and vinegar and pulse to combine. Transfer
mixture to bowl and slowly whisk in oil until combined. Cover
and let sit at room temperature for 1 hour. (Chimichurri sauce
can be refrigerated for up to 3 days.)

For the steaks: Meanwhile, combine cornstarch and 1 1/2
teaspoons salt in bowl. Pat steaks dry with paper towels and
place on wire rack set in rimmed baking sheet. Rub entire sur-
face of steaks with cornstarch mixture and place steaks in
freezer, uncovered, until very firm, about 30 minutes.

For a charcoal grill: Open bottom vent halfway. Light large
chimney starter filled with charcoal briquettes (6 quarts).
When top coals are partially covered with ash, pour evenly
over grill. Using tongs, place wood chunks directly on top of
coals, spacing them evenly around perimeter of grill. Set cook-
ing grate in place, cover, and open lid vent halfway. Heat grill
until hot and wood chunks are smoking, about 5 minutes.

For a gas grill: Turn all burners to high, cover, and heat grill
until hot, about 15 minutes. Leave all burners on high. Place
wood chunks in disposable aluminum pie plate and set on
cooking grate. Close lid and heat until wood chunks begin to
smoke, about 5 minutes.

Clean and oil cooking grate. Season steaks with pepper.
Place steaks on grill, cover, and cook until beginning to brown,
2 to 3 minutes per side. Flip steaks and cook, uncovered, until
well browned on first side, 2 to 4 minutes. Flip steaks and con-
tinue to cook until meat registers 115-120 F (for rare) or 120-
125 F (for medium-rare), 2 to 6 minutes longer. Transfer steaks
to carving board, tent with aluminum foil, and let rest for 5 to
10 minutes. Slice each steak 1/4 inch thick. Serve, passing
chimichurri sauce separately.

Herb-packed chimichurri 

sauce complements 

grilled steaks
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Santo Domingo beach looking up to the volcano Concepcion

The ocean doesn’t have the monopoly on islands. Some
of the world’s loveliest and most culturally significant is-
lands are actually surrounded by freshwater. Formed by

sedimentation, erosion or volcanic activity, these islands can
be huge (Manitoulin Island in Canada’s Lake Huron is over
1000 square miles) or teeny (Phantom Ship, a craggy rock col-
umn in Crater Lake that’s a mere 500 feet across and resem-
bles a ghostly schooner in the fog). From fairy tale-esque
formations to old-world waterfront wonders, each lake island
comes with its own unique culture, spectacular wildlife and
water-based adventures. So ditch your notions of tropical
slices of sand floating in the ocean and explore these nine in-
triguing lake islands instead.

Isla de Ometepe, Nicaragua
This barbell-shaped island in the middle of Lake

Nicaragua is home to two enormous volcanoes (one dead
and one very alive), luscious hillside coffee plantations and
small native villages. Both volcanoes are hikeable; on the
southeast side there’s dormant Maderas which last erupted
in the Pleistocene epoch, its gentle slope shrouded in cloud
forest; and to the northwest is Concepcion, which still reg-
ularly belches out smoke and ash. Though seemingly not the
most enticing, it makes for the more exciting hike: a full-day
climb through dry tropical forest, alive with the screeches
of howler monkeys, to a barren summit cloaked in hot, sul-
phurous steam.

Alternative isles: Nine 
intriguing lake islands

Toronto Islands’
Centreville

Amusement Park

Toronto Islands’
Centreville

Amusement Park
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Mackinac Island, Michigan, USA
Mackinac Island, in Michigan’s Lake Huron, has been a va-

cation destination since Victorian times, and still maintains a
19th-century charm, with grand hotels, a pedestrian main
street lined with fudge shops, and summer sailing regattas. Hop
the ferry and spend a few days cycling around - no cars al-
lowed! Fuel up on flapjacks at one of the local diners then ride
the eight-mile loop of Lake Shore Road. Check out historic
sites like the 1780-built Fort Mackinac and the iconic red and
white Round Island Lighthouse. The classic stay is the aptly-
named Grand Hotel - a striking white structure with a 660ft
porch (purportedly the longest in the world!) overlooking
manicured English gardens that has hosted a number of US
presidents.

Toronto Islands, Toronto, Canada
A 10-minute ferry from downtown Toronto lies this utterly

charming chain of little islands, separating Toronto Harbour
from the rest of Lake Ontario. A summer afternoon getaway
might involve a chilly dip at one of the grey sand beaches, a
spin in a rented canoe and a stroll up to the Gibraltar Point
Lighthouse, the oldest lighthouse in the Great Lakes. Kids will
delight in a ride on the swan boats or the turn-of-the-century
carousel at the Centreville children’s amusement park. The
main islands are connected by boardwalks and bridges, and
most visitors travel by bike. Bring a picnic.

Isla Orquidea, Chiapas, Mexico
In the cool piney highlands on the border of Mexico and

Guatemala lies Lagos de Montebello National Park, with 59
lakes in such striking and varied shades of blue and green
they could make their own crayon palate. One, Laguna
Pojoj, is home to a small island sometimes called Isla
Orquidea (Orchid Island) for the bright flowers cultivated
there. Hire a rustic wooden raft and paddle out to the island
for an hour or two of admiring the blooms, then take a brac-
ing dip in the lake - the water is some of the cleanest in the
country.

The old-worldly
main street on

Mackinac Island

A rustic wooden
raft is the only

way to travel
around these
idyllic isles in

Chiapas
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Antelope Island, Great Salt Lake, Utah, USA
Bison, bighorn sheep, coyotes and bobcats roam Ante-

lope Island, the largest of 10 in the Great Salt Lake. It’s a
haven for nature photographers, with a syrupy golden light
warming its sandy hills and grasslands. At certain times of
day it’s hard to tell where the surrounding water ends and
the sky begins. Hike, cycle or ride horses, or visit the island’s
preserved 19th-century ranch (allegedly haunted!). Alterna-
tively, cool down with a swim; the lake’s high salt content
means you’ll bob around like a cork and be left with a white
film of salt on your skin. At night, set up camp beneath a
canopy of stars - the island is a designated International
Dark Sky Park.

Samosir Island, Sumatra, Indonesia
Samosir takes the prize for the largest island in a lake on

an island (still with us?). It’s a dreamy landscape of rice pad-
dies and palms surrounded by commanding volcanic moun-
tains, dotted all over with the dramatic peaked roofs of
traditional Batak houses. Swim in the deep cool waters of
Lake Toba, the largest volcanic lake on earth, or hitch a ride
on a bamboo raft. Hike Pusuk Buhit Mountain for panoramic
views of the island and the waters beyond, then soothe your
feet in a local hot spring before dining on Batak favorites like
spicy freshwater carp.

Islands of Lake Maggiore, Italy and Switzerland
Visitors have been pouring into this northern Italian and

Southern Swiss lake region since the 19th century, when a
new mountain pass made traversing the Alps less of a chal-
lenge. The lake, and its many islands, retains the splendor of
bygone days. Spend your time island-hopping by ferry, vis-
iting a Renaissance palace on one island, early Christian ruins
on another, grand botanical gardens on yet another. Isola dei
Pescatori (Fisherman’s Island) is, appropriately, the spot for
a fresh fish lunch.

Mokoia Island, New Zealand
Bounce across Lake Rotorua on a jetboat to visit this fer-

tile volcanic island, sacred to the Maori for many generations.
In Maori legend, highborn maiden Hinemoa swam across the
lake to join her lover Tutanekai on the island after her father
forbade her to marry him. Today, the Mokoia is owned by
local tribes, and can only be accessed by tour. For bird-
watchers, it’s a true bucket list spot, home to rare birds such
as kiwi, weka, kokako and saddlebacks. Spot one hopping
through the steam rising from the island’s geothermal pools
in the cool morning air.

Herreninsel and Fraueninsel, Germany
This chilly blue glacier-carved lake in Bavaria’s Alpine

Foreland has two inhabited islands - Herreninsel (Gentlemen’s
Island) and Fraueninsel (Ladies’ Island), each with marvelous
and unique histories. Gentlemen’s Island is home to Her-
renchiemsee, a palace complex built in the late 1800s by
King Ludwig II of Bavaria. Inspired by Versailles, it was never
finished. Today you can tour the palace and its romantic gar-
dens, as well as the older Benedictine monastery. Ladies’ Is-
land is known for its many ceramic artisans, and for the active
1300-year-old Benedictine convent. Stop by the convent’s
Klosterladen (cloister shop) to buy the nuns’ handmade
herbal liqueur and marzipan shaped like fish. (www.lonely-
planet.com) 

The golden light of Antelope Island is a dream for photographers

Don’t be fooled by its understated name, Fisherman’s Island is one of the most stunning spots on Lake Maggiore

The graceful architecture of the Batak houses only adds to the
beauty of Samosir Island

Looking out to Mokoia Island from Holdens Bay, Rotorua
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ACROSS
1. 4-wheeled motor vehicle.
4. Turn basic and less acidic, of solutions

and substances.
12. A legal document codifying the result

of deliberations of a committee or soci-
ety or legislative body.

15. Leaf or strip from a leaf of the talipot
palm used in India for writing paper.

16. Recurring in scattered and irregular or
unpredictable instances.

17. The syllable naming the sixth (subme-
diant) note of a major or minor scale in
solmization.

18. A pilgrimage to Mecca.
19. Existing as an essential constituent or

characteristic.
20. (prefix) Coming before or being pre-

liminary or preparatory.
21. An anti-inflammatory drug that does

not contain steroids.
23. Goods (or wreckage) on the sea bed

that is attached to a buoy so that it can
be recovered.

25. Tired to the point of exhaustion.
27. (especially of plants) Developed with-

out chlorophyll by being deprived of
light.

29. A heavy brittle metallic element of the
platinum group.

31. A rare silvery (usually trivalent) metallic
element.

32. A domain in which something is domi-
nant.

33. French writer whose novels described
the sordid side of city life (1804-1857).

36. An analytic or interpretive literary
composition.

40. A city in southern Turkey on the Sey-
han River.

45. An accountant certified by the state.
46. Any of various strong liquors distilled

from the fermented sap of toddy palms
or from fermented molasses.

50. A genus of Caltha.
51. In bed.
52. Wild sheep of northern Africa.
53. Make reference to.
55. Feel admiration for.
57. Large elliptical brightly colored deep-

sea fish of Atlantic and Pacific and
Mediterranean.

60. One million periods per second.
61. A loose sleeveless outer garment made

from aba cloth.
64. Pastry made with a cream cheese

dough and different fillings (as raisins
and walnuts and cinnamon or chocolate
and walnut and apricot preserves).

69. Unrestrained by convention or propri-
ety.

70. The compass point that is one point
north of due east.

72. The deep vascular inner layer of the
skin.

73. One of the five major classes of im-
munoglobulins.

74. Resoluteness by virtue of being un-
yielding and inflexible.

77. An associate degree in applied science.
78. A beverage made by steeping tea

leaves in water.
79. A famous waterfall in Venezuela.
80. Aircraft landing in bad weather in

which the pilot is talked down by
ground control using precision ap-
proach radar.

Crossword 2210
DOWN

1. German botanist who is generally recog-
nized as founding bacteriology when
he recognized bacteria as plants.

2. By bad luck.
3. The seventh month of the Moslem calen-

dar.
4. A line spoken by an actor to the audi-

ence but not intended for others on the
stage.

5. A nurse who has enough training to be
licensed by a state to provide routine
care for the sick.

6. Plant cultivated for its enlarged fleshy
turnip-shaped edible stem.

7. A particular geographical region of in-
definite boundary (usually serving
some special purpose or distinguished
by its people or culture or geography).

8. Large or big relative to something else.
9. Form a mental image of something that

is not present or that is not the case.
10. Any of various plants of the genus Zin-

nia cultivated for their variously and
brightly colored flower heads.

11. The administration of a strong electric
current that passes through the brain to
induce convulsions and coma.

12. First in order of importance.
13. A unit of weight for precious stones =

200 mg.
14. 100 thebe equal 1 pula.
22. A kind of person.
24. Voluntary contributions to aid the poor.
26. Title for a civil or military leader (espe-

cially in Turkey).
28. Evergreen trees and shrubs having oily

one-seeded fruits.
30. Father of the storm gods Marut.
34. A British peer ranking below a Mar-

quess and above a Viscount.
35. A mountain in the Andes in Argentina

(22,047 feet high).

37. Sudden mass fear and anxiety over an-
ticipated events.

38. (Akkadian) Father of the gods and con-
sort of Tiamat.

39. A member of an extinct North Ameri-
can Indian people who lived in the Pit
river valley in northern California.

41. A town in southwest Mississippi on the
Mississippi River.

42. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked
on a skewer usually with vegetables.

43. Advanced in years.
44. An insane person.
47. The capital and largest city of Nepal.
48. A state in the eastern United States.
49. God of death.
54. (computer science) A coding system

that incorporates extra parity bits in
order to detect errors.

56. In the same place (used when citing a
reference).

58. The act of clearing yourself (or an-
other) from some stigma or charge.

59. Small terrestrial lizard of warm regions
of the Old World.

62. Wood of a sumac.
63. Small shrubby African tree having

compound leaves and racemes of small
fragrant green flowers.

65. An accidental hole that allows some-
thing (fluid or light etc.) to enter or es-
cape.

66. A complex red organic pigment con-
taining iron and other atoms to which
oxygen binds.

67. A former copper coin of Pakistan.
68. (informal) Exceptionally good.
71. A decree that prohibits something.
75. A state in northwestern North America.
76. A white metallic element that burns

with a brilliant light.

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

Word Search

Daily SuDoku
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00:40   Boyka: Undisputed   
02:20   The Rezort   
03:55   Iron Man 3   
06:05   Killer App   
07:40   Scorched Earth 2018   
09:20   The Rezort   
10:55   Killer App   
12:30   Cold Moon   
14:00   Iron Man 3   
16:15   Stealth   
18:20   Tombstone   
20:35   Cadillac Man   
22:15   The Hunt For Red October      

00:45   Killer Whales   
01:40   After The Attack   
02:35   Shark After Dark   
03:25   Lone Star Law   
04:15   Killer Whales   
05:02   Wild Australia   
05:49   Pit Bulls & Parolees   
06:36   Meet The Sloths   
07:25   Wildest Europe        
12:50   Shark After Dark   
13:45   Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet   
14:40   Fish Or Die   
15:35   Monster Hammerhead   
16:30   Flying Wild Alaska   
17:25   Animal Cops Philadelphia   
18:20   Africa’s Super Seven   
19:15   Evan Goes Wild   
20:10   Extinct Or Alive   
21:05   Wildest Indochina   
22:00   After The Attack   
22:55   Pit Bulls & Parolees   
23:50   Evan Goes Wild       

00:15   EastEnders   
00:45   The Last Post   
01:45   Holby City   
02:35   Bad Move   
03:00   Hold The Sunset   
03:30   Death In Paradise   
04:25   Doctors    
06:35   EastEnders   
07:05   Call The Midwife   
07:55   Father Brown   
08:40   Death In Paradise   
09:35   Holby City   
10:30   Bad Move   
10:55   Hold The Sunset   
11:25   Doctors   
11:55   EastEnders   
12:25   Father Brown   
13:10   Death In Paradise   
14:05   Holby City   
14:55   Bad Move   
15:20   Doctors     
18:30   The Coroner   
20:10   The Last Post   
21:05   Bancroft   
21:55   Doctor Foster   
22:50   Shakespeare & Hathaway:
Private Investigators   
23:40   Doctors        

00:00   Homicide Hunter   
01:00   Britain’s Darkest Taboos   
01:55   Homicide Hunter   
02:50   It Takes A Killer   
03:45   Live PD: Police Patrol    
04:30   The First 48   
05:15   Homicide Hunter   
06:00   Homicide: Hours To Kill   
07:00   Live PD: Police Patrol   
07:20   The First 48   
08:50   Homicide Hunter   
10:30   Homicide: Hours To Kill   
11:25   Homicide Hunter   
12:20   Crimes That Shook Britain   
13:15   Live PD: Police Patrol   
14:10   It Takes A Killer   
15:05   Homicide Hunter   
16:00   The First 48   
17:00   Homicide: Hours To Kill   
18:00   Crimes That Shook Britain   
19:00   The First 48   
20:00   Homicide Hunter   
21:00   Live PD: Police Patrol   
22:00   PD Cam   

22:30   PD Cam   
23:00   Live PD: Police Patrol   

00:10   Ridiculousness Arabia   
00:35   Comedy Central Presents
Comedy 3alwagef   
01:03   Comedy Central Presents
Comedy 3alwagef   
01:35   The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah   
02:05   Friends   
02:30   Are We There Yet?   
02:55   House Of Food   
03:45   Impractical Jokers   
04:10   Police Interceptors   
05:00   The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah   
05:30   House Of Food   
06:20   Catch A Contractor   
07:10   Friends   
07:35   Police Interceptors   
08:30   House Of Food   
09:20   Catch A Contractor   
10:10   Takeshis Castle Thailand     
11:00   Ridiculousness Arabia    
11:55   Comedy Central Presents
Comedy 3alwagef   
12:23   Comedy Central Presents
Comedy 3alwagef   
12:55   Friends   
13:20   Police Interceptors   
14:10   Impractical Jokers   
14:35   Friends   
15:00   Takeshis Castle Thailand     
15:50   Ridiculousness Arabia     
16:40   Comedy Central Presents
Comedy 3alwagef    
17:35   Are We There Yet?   
18:00   Friends   
18:30   Are We There Yet?   
19:00   Police Interceptors   
20:00   Catch A Contractor   
21:00   Friends    
22:00   The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah   
22:30   Impractical Jokers   
22:55   Takeshis Castle Thailand      
23:45   Ridiculousness Arabia       

00:30   Storm Chasers   
01:20   My Cat From Hell   
02:10   Bad Dog   
03:00   Ultimate Survival   
03:50   How It’s Made     
04:40   Weather Gone Viral   
05:30   Storm Chasers   
06:20   React To That      
07:00   Mysteries At The Museum   
07:50   Ultimate Survival   
08:40   How It’s Made    
09:30   React To That    
10:20   My Cat From Hell   
11:10   Bad Dog   
12:00   Mysteries At The Museum   
12:50   Weather Gone Viral   
13:40   Storm Chasers   
14:30   How It’s Made   
15:20   Cliptastic   
16:10   Xtreme Waterparks    
17:00   My Cat From Hell   
17:50   Bad Dog   
18:40   Breaking Magic   
19:30   The Next Great Magician   
20:20   The Carbonaro Effect   
21:10   Bear Grylls: Born Survivor   
22:00   How It’s Made   
22:50   Xtreme Waterparks   
23:15   Xtreme Waterparks   
23:40   The Next Great Magician       

01:00   Dead Silent   
02:00   True Conviction   
03:00   Gypsy’s Revenge   
04:30   Reasonable Doubt     
06:10   Swamp Murders   
07:00   Missing In Maui: A Disap-
peared Special   
07:55   Blood Relatives   
08:50   Breaking Homicide   
10:40   Who Killed Jane Doe?   
11:35   Your Worst Nightmare     
13:25   Lauryn Is Lost: A Disap-
peared Special   

14:20   Betrayed   
15:15   Betrayed   
16:10   I’d Kill For You   
17:05   Love The Way You Lie      
19:00   Shadow Of Doubt    
21:00   Shattered   
22:00   Grave Mysteries   
23:00   Betrayed        

00:00   Alex & Co.   
00:50   Evermoor Chronicles     
01:40   Alex & Co.   
02:05   Binny And The Ghost      
02:55   Hank Zipzer    
03:45   Alex & Co.   
04:35   Violetta   
05:25   Binny And The Ghost   
05:45   Rolling With The Ronks   
05:50   Rolling With The Ronks   
06:00   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cat Noir   
06:25   Raven’s Home   
06:50   Tsum Tsum Shorts   
06:55   A.N.T. Farm   
07:20   Penny On M.A.R.S   
07:45   K.C. Undercover   
08:10   Bizaardvark   
08:35   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cat Noir    
09:25   Rapunzel’s Tangled Adven-
ture   
10:15   Bizaardvark   
11:05   Liv And Maddie   
11:55   K.C. Undercover   
12:45   Rapunzel’s Tangled Adven-
ture   
13:10   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cat Noir   
14:00   101 Dalmatian Street   
14:15   Shake It Up   
14:40   K.C. Undercover   
15:05   Disney Mickey Mouse   
15:10   A.N.T. Farm   
15:35   Penny On M.A.R.S   
16:00   101 Dalmatian Street   
16:15   Hotel Transylvania: The Se-
ries   
16:25   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cat Noir   
16:50   Raven’s Home   
17:15   Stuck In The Middle   
17:40   Bizaardvark   
18:05   K.C. Undercover   
18:30   Bunk’d   
18:55   Descendants Wicked World   
19:00   Raven’s Home   
19:25   Liv And Maddie   
19:50   K.C. Undercover   
20:15   Disney Mickey Mouse   
20:20   A.N.T. Farm   
20:45   Bizaardvark   
21:10   Tangled: The Series   
21:35   Stuck In The Middle   
22:00   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cat Noir   
22:25   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cat Noir   
22:50   Lolirock   
23:10   Evermoor Chronicles   
23:35   Binny And The Ghost        

00:00   The Lion Guard   
00:25   Chip And Dale’s Nutty Tales   
00:30   Trulli Tales   
01:00   PJ Masks   
01:25   PJ Masks   
01:50   The Hive   
02:00   Zou   
02:15   Zou   
02:30   Henry Hugglemonster   
02:55   Henry Hugglemonster   
03:20   The Hive   
03:30   The Hive   
03:40   Zou   
03:55   Zou   
04:10   Zou   
04:25   The Hive   
04:35   The Hive   
04:45   Henry Hugglemonster   
05:10   Henry Hugglemonster   
05:35   The Hive   
05:45   PJ Masks   
06:00   PJ Masks   
06:15   PJ Masks   
06:30   PJ Masks   
06:55   Minnie’s Bow-Toons   
07:00   Disney Muppet Babies   
07:20   Paprika   

07:30   Paprika   
07:40   PJ Masks   
08:00   Mickey And The Roadster
Racers   
08:15   Puppy Dog Pals   
08:30   Vampirina   
08:45   Fancy Nancy Splits   
09:00   Sofia The First   
09:30   Elena Of Avalor   
10:00   PJ Masks   
10:20   PJ Masks   
10:40   PJ Masks   
11:00   Disney Muppet Babies   
11:20   Paprika   
11:30   Paprika   
11:40   Doc McStuffins   
12:00   Doc McStuffins   
12:20   Vampirina   
12:40   Vampirina   
13:00   Vampirina   
13:20   Gigantosaurus   
13:40   Paprika   
13:50   Paprika   
14:00   Claude   
14:20   Claude   
14:40   Doc McStuffins   
15:00   Doc McStuffins   
15:20   Puppy Dog Pals   
15:40   Puppy Dog Pals   
16:00   Disney Muppet Babies   
16:15   Disney Muppet Babies   
16:30   Elena Of Avalor   
17:00   Gigantosaurus   
17:15   Gigantosaurus   
17:30   Mickey And The Roadster
Racers   
18:00   Fancy Nancy Splits   
18:15   Fancy Nancy Splits   
18:30   Vampirina   
19:00   PJ Masks   
19:30   Puppy Dog Pals   
20:00   The Lion Guard   
20:25   Muppet Babies Show And
Tell   
20:30   Elena Of Avalor   
21:00   Gigantosaurus   
21:15   Gigantosaurus   
21:30   Mickey And The Roadster
Racers   
22:00   Fancy Nancy Splits   
22:15   Fancy Nancy Splits   
22:30   Vampirina   
23:00   PJ Masks   
23:30   Puppy Dog Pals         

00:15   Dual Survival   
01:05   Sinking Cities   
01:50   How Do They Do It?    
02:35   What On Earth?   
03:20   American Chopper     
04:50   How Do They Do It?   
05:15   How Do They Do It?   
05:35   Garage Gold   
06:00   Storage Hunters UK   
06:20   Garage Gold   
06:45   Dual Survival   
07:35   Deadliest Catch   
08:20   Gold Rush   
09:10   Alaska: The Last Frontier   
09:55   Salvage Hunters   
10:45   How Do They Do It?   
11:10   How Do They Do It?   
11:30   American Chopper   
12:20   American Chopper   
13:05   Storage Hunters UK   
13:30   Garage Gold   
13:55   Salvage Hunters   
14:40   Railroad Australia   
15:30   Wild Costa Rica   
16:15   Street Outlaws: No Prep
Kings   
17:05   Alaska: The Last Frontier   
17:50   Gold Rush   
18:40   How Do They Do It?   
19:05   How Do They Do It?   
19:25   American Chopper   
20:15   American Chopper   
21:00   Wheeler Dealers   
21:50   Diesel Brothers   
22:40   Shifting Gears With Aaron
Kaufman   
23:30   Deadliest Catch      

00:15   Randy Cunningham: 9th
Grade Ninja   
00:35   Boyster   
01:00   Boyster   

01:25   Counterfeit Cat   
01:45   Counterfeit Cat   
02:10   Randy Cunningham: 9th
Grade Ninja   
02:35   Randy Cunningham: 9th
Grade Ninja   
03:00   Boyster   
03:25   Boyster   
03:50   Dude That’s My Ghost   
04:15   Dude That’s My Ghost   
04:40   Counterfeit Cat   
05:00   Randy Cunningham: 9th
Grade Ninja   
05:29   Randy Cunningham: 9th
Grade Ninja   
06:00   Marvel’s Spider-Man   
06:29   Marvel’s Avengers: Black
Panther’s Quest   
07:00   Phineas And Ferb   
07:29   Phineas And Ferb   
08:00   Gravity Falls   
08:29   Gravity Falls   
09:00   Milo Murphy’s Law   
09:29   Milo Murphy’s Law   
10:00   Big City Greens   
10:29   Kick Buttowski   
11:00   Gravity Falls   
11:29   Gravity Falls   
12:00   Space Chickens In Space   
12:29   DuckTales   
13:00   Lab Rats   
13:29   Lab Rats   
14:00   Phineas And Ferb   
14:29   Phineas And Ferb   
15:00   Marvel’s Spider-Man   
15:29   Space Chickens In Space   
16:00   Big City Greens   
16:29   Big Hero 6 The Series   
17:00   Milo Murphy’s Law   
17:29   DuckTales   
18:00   Phineas And Ferb   
18:29   Phineas And Ferb   
19:00   Lab Rats   
19:29   Lab Rats   
20:00   Big City Greens   
20:29   Supa Strikas   
21:00   Supa Strikas   
21:29   Star Wars Resistance   
22:00   Milo Murphy’s Law   
22:29   Milo Murphy’s Law   
23:00   Dude That’s My Ghost   
23:25   Dude That’s My Ghost   
23:50   Randy Cunningham: 9th
Grade Ninja        

00:00   Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry   
01:00   Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry   
02:00   E! News   
03:00   WAGs Miami   
04:00   Botched     
08:00   E! News: Daily Pop   
08:55   Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry   
09:50   Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry   
10:45   Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry   
11:40   E! News   
12:35   Very Cavallari   
13:30   Very Cavallari   
14:25   Very Cavallari   
15:20   E! News: Daily Pop   
16:15   Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry   
17:10   Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry   
18:05   Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry   
19:00   E! News   
20:00   Keeping Up With The Kar-
dashians   
21:00   Keeping Up With The Kar-
dashians   
22:00   Botched   
23:00   Botched        

00:10   Masterpiece With Alan Titch-
marsh   
01:00   Emmerdale   
01:30   Coronation Street   
02:00   Coronation Street   
02:30   The Royal Good Guys   
03:25   The Jonathan Ross Show   
04:20   One Night With My Ex   
05:15   Masterpiece With Alan Titch-
marsh   

06:15   Couples Come Dine With Me   
07:10   The Royal Good Guys   
08:05   The Jonathan Ross Show   
09:00   One Night With My Ex   
09:55   Masterpiece With Alan Titch-
marsh   
10:55   Couples Come Dine With Me   
11:50   The Royal Good Guys   
12:45   Emmerdale   
13:15   Emmerdale   
13:45   Coronation Street   
14:15   Couples Come Dine With Me   
15:10   The Chase: Celebrity Spe-
cials   
16:00   When Phillip Met Prince
Philip   
16:50   Wedding Day Winners   
17:55   Masterpiece With Alan Titch-
marsh   
18:50   Emmerdale   
19:15   Emmerdale   
19:45   Coronation Street   
20:10   The Chase: Celebrity Spe-
cials   
21:00   When Phillip Met Prince
Philip   
22:00   Wedding Day Winners   
23:10   Emmerdale   
23:40   Coronation Street       

00:15   How The States Got Their
Shapes   
00:35   How The States Got Their
Shapes   
01:00   Ancient Aliens   
01:45   Ancient Top 10   
02:30   Million Dollar Genius   
03:15   Ancient Aliens   
04:00   Ancient Aliens   
04:45   The Universe: Ancient Mys-
teries Solved   
05:30   Ancient Discoveries   
06:15   How The States Got Their
Shapes   
06:35   How The States Got Their
Shapes   
07:00   Ancient Aliens   
07:45   Ancient Top 10   
08:30   Million Dollar Genius   
09:15   Ancient Aliens   
10:00   Ancient Aliens   
10:45   The Universe: Ancient Mys-
teries Solved   
11:30   Ancient Discoveries   
12:15   How The States Got Their
Shapes   
12:35   How The States Got Their
Shapes   
13:00   Ancient Aliens   
13:45   Ancient Top 10   
14:30   Million Dollar Genius   
15:15   Ancient Aliens   
16:00   Ancient Aliens   
16:45   The Universe: Ancient Mys-
teries Solved   
17:30   Ancient Discoveries   
18:15   Ancient Aliens   
19:00   Ancient Top 10   
19:45   Million Dollar Genius   
20:30   Ancient Aliens   
21:15   Ancient Aliens   
22:00   The Greeks   
22:45   Ancient Discoveries   
23:30   Stan Lee’s Superhumans       

00:20   Mountain Men   
01:05   Pawn Stars   
01:25   Pawn Stars   
01:50   American Pickers   
02:35   Storage Wars   
03:00   Storage Wars   
03:25   Ax Men   
04:15   Duck Dynasty   
04:40   Duck Dynasty   
05:05   Forged In Fire   
06:00   Detroit Steel   
06:45   Mountain Men   
07:30   Pawn Stars   
07:50   Pawn Stars   
08:15   American Pickers   
09:00   Storage Wars   
09:20   Storage Wars   
09:45   Ax Men   
10:30   Duck Dynasty   
10:50   Duck Dynasty   
11:15   Forged In Fire   
12:00   Detroit Steel   
12:45   Ax Men   
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Afghanistan 0093
Albania 00355
Algeria 00213
Andorra 00376
Angola 00244
Anguilla 001264
Antiga 001268
Argentina 0054
Armenia 00374
Australia 0061
Austria 0043
Bahamas 001242
Bahrain 00973
Bangladesh 00880
Barbados 001246
Belarus 00375
Belgium 0032
Belize 00501
Benin 00229
Bermuda 001441
Bhutan 00975
Bolivia 00591
Bosnia 00387
Botswana 00267
Brazil 0055
Brunei 00673
Bulgaria 00359
Burkina 00226
Burundi 00257
Cambodia 00855
Cameroon 00237
Canada 001
Cape Verde 00238
Cayman Islands 001345
Central African Republic 00236
Chad 00235
Chile 0056
China 0086
Colombia 0057
Comoros 00269
Congo 00242
Cook Islands 00682
Costa Rica 00506
Croatia 00385
Cuba 0053
Cyprus 00357
Cyprus (Northern) 0090392
Czech Republic 00420
Denmark 0045
Diego Garcia 00246
Djibouti 00253
Dominica 001767
Dominican Republic 001809
Ecuador 00593
Egypt 0020
El Salvador 00503
England (UK) 0044
Equatorial Guinea 00240
Eritrea 00291
Estonia 00372
Ethiopia 00251
Falkland Islands 00500
Faroe Islands 00298
Fiji 00679
Finland 00358
France 0033
French Guiana 00594
French Polynesia 00689
Gabon 00241
Gambia 00220
Georgia 00995
Germany 0049
Ghana 00233
Gibraltar 00350
Greece 0030
Greenland 00299
Grenada 001473
Guadeloupe 00590
Guam 001671
Guatemala 00502
Guinea 00224
Guyana 00592
Haiti 00509
Holland (Netherlands) 0031
Honduras 00504
Hong Kong 00852
Hungary 0036
Ibiza (Spain) 0034
Iceland 00354
India 0091
Indian Ocean 00873
Indonesia 0062
Iran 0098
Iraq 00964
Ireland 00353
Italy 0039
Ivory Coast 00225
Jamaica 001876
Japan 0081

Jordan 00962
Kazakhstan 007
Kenya 00254
Kiribati 00686
Kuwait 00965
Kyrgyzstan 00996
Laos 00856
Latvia 00371
Lebanon 00961
Liberia 00231
Libya 00218
Lithuania 00370
Luxembourg 00352
Macau 00853
Macedonia 00389
Madagascar 00261
Majorca 0034
Malawi 00265
Malaysia 0060
Maldives 00960
Mali 00223
Malta 00356
Marshall Islands 00692
Martinique 00596
Mauritania 00222
Mauritius 00230
Mayotte 00269
Mexico 0052
Micronesia 00691
Moldova 00373
Monaco 00377
Mongolia 00976
Montserrat 001664
Morocco 00212
Mozambique 00258
Myanmar (Burma) 0095
Namibia 00264
Nepal 00977
Netherlands (Holland) 0031
Netherlands Antilles 00599
New Caledonia 00687
New Zealand 0064
Nicaragua 00505
Nigar 00227
Nigeria 00234
Niue 00683
Norfolk Island 00672
Northern Ireland (UK) 0044
North Korea 00850
Norway 0047
Oman 00968
Pakistan 0092
Palau 00680
Panama 00507
Papua New Guinea 00675
Paraguay 00595
Peru 0051
Philippines 0063
Poland 0048
Portugal 00351
Puerto Rico 001787
Qatar 00974
Romania 0040
Russian Federation 007
Rwanda 00250
Saint Helena 00290
Saint Kitts 001869
Saint Lucia 001758
Saint Pierre 00508
Saint Vincent 001784
Samoa US 00684
Samoa West 00685
San Marino 00378
Sao Tone 00239
Saudi Arabia 00966
Scotland (UK) 0044
Senegal 00221
Seychelles 00284
Sierra Leone 00232
Singapore 0065
Slovakia 00421
Slovenia 00386
Solomon Islands 00677
Somalia 00252
South Africa 0027
South Korea 0082
Spain 0034
Sri Lanka 0094
Sudan 00249
Suriname 00597
Swaziland 00268
Sweden 0046
Switzerland 0041
Syria 00963
Taiwan 00886
Tanzania 00255
Thailand 0066
Toga 00228
Tonga 00676

Be thoughtful in making decisions which affect your living sit-
uation right now. You may feel cut off from your friends which creates a feel-
ing of being unwanted. Coworkers welcome you with open arms. They love
being in deep conversation with you and finding out how you really think.
That should make you feel good. On the job, you excel. At home you may
make some wrong choices at this time. Sex, power and money make your
life go around at this time but it may make you a little more aggressive than
usual. This could cause some situations not turn out as you wish. Be thought-
ful in your demands. Cushion them. Things go down better with honey. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

You’re all over the place with emotional energy. Life seems
somewhat hectic at this time. You’re very opposed to people bothering
you now and have been for the last few days. Refrain from taking chances
now at work. It could come back to haunt you. Keeping your conservative
approach to work issues is the best thing you can do for yourself now. Be
gentler with coworkers. They’re beginning to think you don’t care for them
and can get up in arms, so to speak. You may be a little defensive too even
at home. That won’t get you what you’re looking for from the love of your
life. Sex has been on your mind considerably the last few days. Succumb
to the nature of it and enjoy this pleasure with your lover. Try to laugh and
make others do so too. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Mental discipline comes easily now. Putting your nose to the
grindstone isn’t as detestable as you may think. As a matter of fact, you
embrace the proposition with glee. Problems that have given you issues
before now are easily solved with your intelligent thinking and belief. Sex,
money and all types of power have you chomping at the bits. You can see
them manifesting now and the feeling is wonderful. You’re beginning to
understand that the turn of your circumstances may be the very best thing
to happen to you in a long time even though it’s been hard until now. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Although your mind is sharp and clear, you feel some minor
frustration with trying to get your thoughts out for the object of your con-
versation to hear. It’s like a hiccup that doesn’t make a sound. The action is
there but those on the sidelines can’t hear it to know what it is if they’re not
the one having it. Harsh words may find their way from your mouth today,
like a gut reaction. The only thing that really does it for you in a good way
today is knowing you and your lover may find time to play house later. The
power that comes with that exploration of each other spills over into the rest
of your life now, making the bad times go away. All in all, this isn’t a bad day. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

This isn’t one of your most productive days but it will get bet-
ter soon you can rest assured. These type days have come and gone but
you’ll have a leg up knowing what’s greeting you. You’re probably already
aware that you’re not thinking with the keen concentration you generally
do. This brings with it nervous energy that makes you feel as if you have
to do something to right the situation, but really, what can you do when
your brain can’t stay on one subject for less than a second or two? Since
you know beforehand how you’ll be feeling, take care not to argue with a
person in authority you shouldn’t. You’ve got the itch to start over again
but think about that proposition for a while before you move on it. 

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Realizing and appreciating your world and life is something
you’re doing today. It’s good to consider and be thankful of your life daily if
possible. Good communication skills have you getting your thoughts across
to others which comes from your use of empathy for those others in order to
manufacture those thoughts. Knowing what’s good for others gives you a leg
up on your work. New ideas are coming at you with such force you can’t
overlook them. Some say that may be a psychic touch. Use the gift in a hu-
manitarian way and you’ll excel even more. Be kind to your lover tonight too. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Ambition, security and responsibility are very big in your life
at this time. You’ll be called upon to make some critical decisions because
of these three items. Be ready to dispense judgment on the subject by tak-
ing all three into consideration before you have to account. You feel as if
you need to do something different, thoughtful and bold. This isn’t a rash
decision on your part. It’s where you’ve been led. A novel approach to is-
sues concerning money bring you huge rewards. You generally dance to
the beat of your own drum and now is the time to be doubly conscious of
that fact. No one can hold you down. Sex and power mean more now too. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Starting over is on your mind today at work. Sex, power and
money turn you on. Your mind is quick and sharp giving you a leg up on
coworkers and anyone working against you. Insight into your own emo-
tions help you to overcome some issues at work. There’s a need to take
care of yourself more. Diet, health, work and the ways that make you feel
better mentally and physically are what you’re considering now. Once you
feel healthier, your mind will work more intensely than it does at this time.
That’s something to work for since you’re already so mentally acute. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Work is where you want to be now. You take what you do
very seriously because you want to manifest more money in your life. The
manner in which to do that is what you’re doing at this time. Going over
everything that you or others do and making sure it’s correct is putting
you into the managerial category without you’re making more money yet.
However, your boss is noticing your new vigor at work and will find a place
to use your talents even more than now. Being persuasive with others is
showing your attributes too. Starting over is your duty and what you de-
sire. Sex, power and money push you on. 

Anything that has to do with secrets others carry and any kind
of power play, has your complete and total attention now. You may think
that those kinds of things will help you in the future either in resolving an
issue that may arise or keep you away from anything like this. It’s not just
pure based conspiracy theory goings on that you’re interested in, is it?
One more thing. Anything that gets you to the heart of the matter where
another is concerned is something of value to you at this time. This is more
especially in a situation where you’re dealing with that person. Career is
on your mind strongly now. You need all the ammunition you can get. 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Keep your thoughts to yourself at work today. They won’t be
received well now. Although you can be very persuasive today, that’s only
with friends, family and a few neighbors. Today is a day of observation.
Learning what makes others tick is what you’re enjoying at this time. You
can do so without too much conversation. Power is something you crave
and that’s not all. Sex is part of that equation too. You may even ponder
starting over from scratch on a huge decision, possibly your work or it
could be your home life. Take your time to decide what you really want
and then make your move.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

New solutions and even inventions could be created by you
now. You’re feeling good about some of those around you making your
creative juices flow. Inner resources and emotions show up profusely giv-
ing you the sense that this is who you truly are. Making love, more than
once, to your spouse or lover is high on your mind. Power and money go
along with that desire. Once you have what you consider to be all of that,
you’re even more passionate. Enjoy your time now for what it is. Take time
with your lover for memories you’ll think about in later years. 

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

Country Codes
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Established 1961 

Kuwait Airways                                              171

Jazeera Airways                                                 177

Wataniya Airways                                         22 066 536

Turkish Airlines                                              1884918

American Airlines                                         22087425 

                                                                              22087426

Jet Airways                                                       22924455

FlyDubai                                                            22414400

Qatar Airways                                                 22423888

KLM                                                                     22425747

Royal Jordanian                                             22418064/5/6

British Airways                                               22425635

Air France                                                         22430224

Emirates                                                            22921555

Air India                                                             22438184

Sri Lanka Airlines                                          22424444

Egypt Air                                                           22421578

Swiss Air                                                            22421516

Saudia                                                                22426306

Middle East Airlines`                                    22423073

Lufthansa                                                         22422493

PIA                                                                       22421044

Bangladesh Airlines                                     22452977/8

Indian Airlines                                                22456700

Oman Air                                                          22958787

Turkish Airlines                                              22453820/1

Aeroflot                                                             22404838/9

Airlines

CHANGE OF NAME

I, DIANA VALERIAN FERNANDES
would like to change my father’s
name Cosmos Xavier Fernandes to
Cosme Xavier Cornelo Cipriano
Fernandes as per his birth certifi-
cate. (C 5532) 17-5-2019

I, ISABEL SEBASTIANA LAURIANA
FERNANDES, daughter of Antonio
Milton Fernandes and Purificacao
Isabel De Almeida, wife of Mr.
Ignatius Francis D’Silva, Major of
age, Married, R/o. P.O. Betim,
Salvador Du Mundo, Salem Saloi,
Bardez, Goa, presently resident of
Bldg# 23, Block# 9, Ibn Zuhr
Street, Khaitan, Kuwait, do here
wish to correct my name from
Isabel Lauriana D’Silva to Isabel
Sebastiana Lauriana Fernandes
and my mother name Purification

Fernandes to Purificacao Isabel De
Almeida, in my Indian Passport
bearing No. M5455148. Hereafter
in all my dealings & Documents I
will be called in name of ISABEL
SEBASTIANA LAURIANA FERNAN-
DES. (C 5529)

I, Saifuddin Kutbuddin, holder of
Indian Passport No. Z1922953
issued at Kuwait on 17/09/2011,
permanent resident of
Mohammediya Galiakot,
Rajasthan, Pin 314026, residing in
Kuwait at present hereby declare
the name change as Given Name:
Kutbuddin Surname: Saifuddin. 
(C 5531) 16-5-2019

For labor-related inquiries
and complaints:

Call MSAL HOTLINE 128 112

Automated enquiry 
about the Civil ID card is 

1889988
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SHANGHAI: People walk past a Huawei store. —AFP 

Trump blacklists Huawei from US market
WASHINGTON: Donald Trump stepped up his battle
against Huawei Wednesday, effectively barring the Chi-
nese telecom giant from the US market and adding it to
a blacklist restricting US sales to the firm amid an esca-
lating trade war with Beijing. An executive order signed
by the president prohibits purchase or use of equipment
from companies that pose “an unacceptable risk to the
national security of the United States or the security and
safety of United States persons.”

“This administration will do what it takes to keep
America safe and prosperous and to protect America
from foreign adversaries,” White House spokeswoman
Sarah Sanders said. A senior White House official in-
sisted that no particular country or company was tar-
geted in the “company- and country-agnostic”
declaration. However, the measure — announced just as
a US-China trade war deepens — is widely seen as
prompted by already deep concerns over an alleged
spying threat from Huawei.

“Restricting Huawei from doing business in the US
will not make the US more secure or stronger; instead,
this will only serve to limit the US to inferior yet more ex-
pensive alternatives,” Huawei said in a statement. “In ad-
dition, unreasonable restrictions will infringe upon
Huawei’s rights and raise other serious legal issues,” it
said. The Commerce Department followed up with a more

direct hit on the tech giant, adding it to a blacklist that will
make it much harder for the firm to use crucial US com-
ponents in its array of phones, telecom gear, databases
and other electronics.

Canada has also been dragged into the spat as it ar-
rested a Huawei executive on a US extradition warrant
related to Iran sanctions violations in December. In what
is seen as retaliation from Beijing, a former Canadian
diplomat, Michael Kovrig, and a businessman, Michael
Spavor, were detained on national security grounds, with
Canada’s Globe and Mail newspaper reporting Thursday
that they have now been formally arrested.

‘RIP Huawei’ 
Commerce’s Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS)

said it would add Huawei and its affiliates to its “entity
list” over alleged Iran sanctions violations. The listing re-
quires US firms to get a license from BIS for the sale or
transfer of American technology to a company or person
on the list. “A license may be denied if the sale or transfer
would harm US national security or foreign policy inter-
ests,” a Commerce Department statement said.

“This will prevent American technology from being
used by foreign-owned entities in ways that potentially
undermine US national security or foreign policy inter-
ests,” Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross said. US Senator

Tom Cotton, from Trump’s Republican Party, tweeted:
“@Huawei 5G, RIP. Thanks for playing.” Huawei did not
immediately comment on the blacklisting. US officials
have been trying to persuade allies not to allow China a
role in building next-generation 5G mobile networks,
warning that doing so would result in restrictions on shar-
ing of information with the United States.

US government agencies are already banned from
buying equipment from Huawei, a rapidly expanding
leader in the 5G technology. Beijing was already furious
about US moves to limit use of equipment from Chinese
firms including Huawei and another company ZTE. “For
some time, the United States has abused its national
power to deliberately discredit and suppress by any
means specific Chinese enterprises, which is neither hon-
orable nor fair,” foreign ministry spokesman Geng
Shuang said ahead of Trump’s executive order. “We urge
the US side to stop the unreasonable suppression of Chi-
nese enterprises on the pretext of national security and
to provide a fair and non-discriminatory environment,”
the spokesman said.

Trojan horse 
The US portrayal of Huawei as a national security

danger dovetails with Washington’s wider complaint that
Chinese companies are unfairly protected by the state,

making fair trade impossible. The move also threatens to
further flare trade tensions just days after the US more
than doubled tariffs on $200 billion of Chinese imports,
which was met with a retaliation in kind by Beijing. 

Washington and some European allies fear that Chi-
nese economic expansion, particularly in the Belt and
Road global infrastructure program, is part of a bid for
geopolitical dominance. Amid those worries, Huawei is
portrayed as a Trojan horse that could leverage its ultra-
rapid telecoms technology into a Chinese government
spy network reaching deep into American society and
business fields.

“Chinese telecom companies like Huawei effectively
serve as an intelligence-gathering arm of the Chinese
Communist Party,” Senator Cotton said after Trump’s
emergency declaration. “The administration is right to re-
strict the use of their products.” So far, the US campaign
to lobby other countries to turn their backs on Huawei
has had mixed results.

Even Britain, one of Washington’s closest allies, is
mired in debate over whether to follow the US lead or
allow Huawei to develop the 5G networks. On Tuesday,
the chairman of the company, Liang Hua, visited London
to insist that Huawei will “commit ourselves, to commit
our equipment to meeting the no-spy, no back-door
standards.” —AFP

Animal activists urge Kenya to halt
‘horrific’ donkey skin sales to China39 40

Business
5G: Five things to know about the 
Tech pitting China against the West

Right or Left: Can Australia’s election
winner revive a slowing economy? 41
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HONG KONG/BEIJING: The latest US
broadside against Huawei that puts the Chi-
nese firm on an exports blacklist threatens to
rattle the global tech supply chain, linked
closely to the $105 billion business of the
world’s top supplier of telecoms network
equipment. The Trump administration has
said it would add Huawei Technologies and
70 affiliates to its “Entity List” - a move that
will likely ban the firm from acquiring US
components and technology without govern-
ment approval, adding another incendiary el-
ement to the US-China trade war. The ban is
not yet effective.

A similar US ban on China’s ZTE Corp had
almost crippled business for the smaller
Huawei rival early last year before the curb
was lifted. Such sanctions on Huawei are,
however, likely to have ramifications beyond
the company itself, analysts said. It would dis-
rupt Huawei’s business at a minimum and all
but put it out of business in an extreme, while
its US suppliers would also be hit, they said.

Out of $70 billion Huawei spent for com-
ponent procurement in 2018, some $11 bil-
lion went to US firms including Qualcomm ,
Intel Corp and Micron Technology Inc, and
they could see that revenue disappear. On
the other hand, US companies like Apple
face the risk of severe retaliation from China,
a key market. “This is going to be very
messy,” a China-based source at a US tech
company said.

It will be tough for Huawei too, the person
said, noting none of its US suppliers “can be
replaced by Chinese ones, not within a few
years, at least. By then, they are already dead”.
Revenue for the company, also the world’s
second-biggest maker of smartphones,
touched 721 billion yuan ($105 billion) last
year, eight times ZTE’s and half the annual
sales of South Korea’s Samsung Electronics
Co. But its business has come under pressure
over the past year given mounting interna-
tional scrutiny, led by US allegations that its

equipment could be used by Beijing for spy-
ing, a concern the company has said is un-
founded.

Stockpiling
A range of Asian and European suppliers

would also be hurt if Huawei was forced to
curb production, while telecom carriers that
rely on Huawei, and have largely resisted US
calls to bar the company, would be left scram-
bling just as countries race to roll out next-
generation 5G mobile networks.

“Huawei being unable to manufacture net-
work servers, for example, because they
can’t get key US components would mean
they also stop buying parts from other coun-
tries altogether,” said an executive at a
Huawei chip supplier. “They can relatively
better manage component sourcing for mo-
bile phones because they have their own
component businesses for smartphones. But
server and network, it’s a different story,” the
executive said.

According to brokerage Jefferies, the sanc-
tions would mean a “nightmare for China’s
5G” too. The country, which is targeting a na-
tionwide rollout next year, will very likely slow
down its 5G push as a result, it added. How-
ever, industry participants pointed out that
Huawei had been stockpiling components
such as chips to ease disruptions.

Its initial target was to build inventories of
six to nine months, and it has recently been
raised to 12 and, in some cases, 24 months, Jef-
feries said. Shares in Huawei suppliers fell
across in Asia on the news of the US blacklist.
South Korea’s Samsung dropped 2.4%, SK
Hynix fell 3.5%, while China’s Luxshare Pre-
cision Industry fell as much as 6.1%. Shares in
ZTE also tumbled. Huawei has said it is “ready
and willing to engage with the US government
and come up with effective measures to en-
sure product security”.

Its rotating Chairman Eric Xu also told
Reuters in a recent interview that “in case of

unforeseen events ... we definitely have our
contingency plan. What we have prepared has
already been used in some of our products in
the Chinese market”. Huawei has spearheaded
China’s campaign to develop its own high-end
technologies to reduce reliance on imports
and such efforts have taken on urgency after
US sanctions on ZTE. The ZTE case led to
some “benefits” and “external pressures have
developed into internal drivers” in China, said
Wan Gang, vice chairman of China’s parlia-
mentary advisory body.

Trade talks 
The pain for Huawei’s supply chain would

be redoubled if the trade war put a damper on
the Chinese technology industry. “The bigger
concern would be US allies that used to buy
Huawei’s components may not continue busi-
nesses with Huawei, because of fear of possi-
bly upsetting the United States,” said Doh

Hyun-woo, an analyst at NH Investment & Se-
curities in Seoul.

The Trump administration’s rhetoric toward
China had cooled in recent days after another
round of tariffs between the world’s top two
economies and a selloff on global stock mar-
kets. Tensions escalated on Wednesday after
US President Donald Trump signed an exec-
utive order barring American companies from
using telecommunications equipment made by
firms deemed to pose a national security risk.
While the president’s order did not specifi-
cally name any country or company, US offi-
cials have previously labelled Huawei a
“threat”.

“The US seems to have already decided to
nail Huawei down,” said the China-based US
tech company source. “The problem is that be-
cause there doesn’t seem to be a prospect for a
trade deal in the near future, the US has expe-
dited the process of killing Huawei.”  —Reuters

Huawei’s $105 bln business 
at stake after US broadside

A similar US ban on China’s ZTE Corp had almost crippled business

BEIJING: This file picture taken on May 15, 2019 shows a hostess welcoming journalists and guests to the
Huawei database and storage product launch during a press conference at the Huawei Beijing Executive Brief-
ing Centre.  —AFP

Pakistani rupee touches 
all-time low against dollar 
KARACHI: Pakistan’s rupee dropped to an all-time low of 146.5
to the dollar yesterday, days after Islamabad announced it had
reached an agreement with the International Monetary Fund
on a fresh bailout for its troubled economy. The IMF is seeking
a market-determined exchange rate for the rupee as part of
conditions for the $6 billion deal and as Pakistan struggles with
a looming balance of payments crisis and low foreign reserves. 

“It was expected any time after the IMF deal, and happened
today,” Saad Hashemy, chief economist at the Topline Securi-
ties, said of the drop. “The rupee was four to six per cent over-
valued against dollar, so it was an expected adjustment,” added
Zeeshan Afzal, of Insight Securities. —AFP

US farm lobby calls 
for swift end to
China trade war
WASHINGTON: A major US farming organization called
Wednesday for a swift resolution to the trade war with China, say-
ing lost exports were exacerbating the burden of an industry al-
ready in hard times. The American Farm Bureau Federation
released a letter dated Tuesday to President Donald Trump saying
“time is running out for many in agriculture.”

With farm revenues cut in half over the last six years on falling
commodity prices, bankruptcies have shot up in the Midwestern
US breadbasket as many farmers struggle to pay down their
debts, according to the Farm Bureau. The trade war with China,
however, has gutted US farm exports to what had been a giant

market for US soybeans and pork, among others.  “US farmers
and ranchers now face a third wave of tariff increases by China in
retaliation against the latest increase in US tariffs,” Farm Bureau
President Zippy Duvall said in the letter.

Some farmers recovering from devastating floods have simply
decided to skip planting this season due to the lack of export mar-
kets, he added. “We ask that your trade negotiators make a deal
as soon as possible to end the tariffs that are slashing our exports,
destroying a once-promising market for agriculture, worsening
the farm economy, and contributing to high levels of stress and
uncertainty for many farm and ranch families and other Americans
whose jobs are connected to agricultural production.”

Trump had told farmers Tuesday to take heart, claiming that
they ultimately would benefit from a realignment of trade rela-
tions with China. He has likewise promised to boost aid packages
to farms that have lost income, using revenue generated by the
tariffs charged on Chinese imports. In July 2018, the government
unveiled a $12 billion bailout fund and US farmers already re-
ceive about $20 billion in annual assistance through various aid
programs.  —AFP



NAIROBI: Animal activists urged Kenya yester-
day to ban the slaughter of donkeys for use in
Chinese medicine, a practice which has soared in
recent years and decimated African populations
of the animal. Donkey skins are exported to
China to make a traditional medicine known as
ejiao, which is believed to improve blood circu-
lation, slow ageing, and boost libido and fertility.

It was once the preserve of emperors but is
now highly sought after by a burgeoning middle-
class. People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
(PETA) told AFP an investigation inside Kenyan
slaughterhouses showed animals being cruelly
beaten by workers, or dead after long truck jour-
neys from neighboring countries.

“PETA is calling for Kenya to join many other
African nations in banning the slaughter of don-
keys. There is simply no need for this cruelty, (the
medicine) is not even something that has been
shown to be effective,” said PETA spokeswoman
Ashley Fruno. China is increasingly looking to
Africa to satisfy demand as its own donkey pop-
ulation has nearly halved in recent years.

Several African countries have banned the ex-
port of donkey skins and closed Chinese-owned
slaughterhouses, meaning thousands are now
trucked long distances into Kenya from countries
such as Ethiopia and Uganda. “There are virtu-
ally no laws against the abuse of animals on farms
or in slaughterhouses in Kenya, so none of the vi-
olence captured in the footage is punishable from
a legal standpoint,” PETA said in a statement.
The government has not responded to a request
for comment. John Kariuki, the manager of a
slaughterhouse where alleged abuse was ob-
served, told AFP: “Whoever saw donkeys beaten

inside my slaughterhouse is a liar and should look
for something else to talk about.”

Skinned alive 
Alex Mayers of the UK-based animal wel-

fare organization The Donkey Sanctuary said
stories about the trade first began emerging in
2016, with tales of people waking up in the
morning to find all of their donkeys had been
stolen in the night, often skinned a short dis-
tance away. “It started to happen across all
corners of Africa, then even wider to Brazil,
Peru, Pakistan, all over we were seeing the same
photos, the same stories.”

An investigation by the body in 2017 found
the donkey skin trade was inhumane and “com-
pletely unsustainable”, he said. As the main ex-
port is the skin, “it doesn’t really matter if a
donkey is beaten or bruised by the time it is
slaughtered, there is no incentive at all to keep
donkeys in good welfare,” said Mayers. In Tan-
zania, there had been cases of slaughterhouse
workers using sledgehammers to kill donkeys, he
added. “We’ve seen cases in Botswana where
donkeys have been rounded up and machine-
gunned. In South Africa slaughter operators have
admitted using hammers to kill the donkeys, or...
skinning them alive.”

Mayers said the unprecedented movement of
donkeys for slaughter was also being linked to
disease spread, with Nigeria and Senegal having
registered their first-ever outbreaks of equine flu
this year. In East Africa, there were an estimated
2.4 million donkeys, and between Kenya’s four
slaughterhouses and illegal traders, an estimated
2,000 donkeys were killed daily, he added.

Disappearing donkeys 
If this continues, donkeys in the region could

be wiped out in four years, said Mayers, adding
donkeys were not like cows or goats that could
be intensively bred. Highly susceptible to stress,
they do not do well in large groups and have a
long gestation period of 12 months. “The harder
you try to reproduce them, the less successful it’s
likely to be, which is why China has not managed
to sustain its own population.”

Another Equine charity, Brooke, said it had

noted 60 incidents of donkeys being stolen from
Kenyan homes per week, at huge economic loss
to their owners. “Donkeys are not only key in
helping with household tasks?, ?they also en-
able owners and their families to make a living
through a variety of commercial activities, for
instance transport or agriculture,” spokes-
woman Megan Sheraton told AFP. A 2015 study
by Brooke estimated the economic value of a
donkey in Kenya at up to $2,200 (1,900 euros)
per year. — AFP 
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Animal activists urge Kenya to halt
‘horrific’ donkey skin sales to China 

BARINGO: This file photo taken on February 28, 2017 shows Donkey skins drying in the sun at
a licensed specialized slaughterhouse. —AFP 

SINGAPORE/TOKYO: Asian shippers and refiners have put
ships heading to the Middle East on alert and are expecting
a possible rise in marine insurance premiums after recent at-
tacks on Saudi oil tankers and pipeline facilities, industry
sources said on Tuesday. On Monday, armed drones at-
tacked two of Saudi Aramco’s oil pumping stations and
forced the state producer to briefly shut its East-West
pipeline, known as Petroline. The attack came two days after
the sabotage of four oil tankers - two of them owned by
Saudi Arabia - near the United Arab Emirates.

The attacks pushed up global oil prices by more than 1%
on Monday, adding to rising costs for Asian refiners, who are
now paying the highest premiums in years for spot cargoes
in an already tight market after Washington stopped sanc-
tion waivers for Iranian oil buyers this month. “It’s a
headache for North Asian refiners who are heavily reliant on
Middle East oil supplies. We are currently monitoring the
situation. It’s an unfavorable factor for the overall crude oil
market ... driving up prices,” said a North Asian oil refining
source, declining to be named due to company policy.

Asia gets nearly 70 percent of its crude oil from the Mid-

dle East, and any disruption to oil production, loading facil-
ities or key shipping routes such as the Strait of Hormuz
could have a severe impact on Asian economies. Oil tankers
typically refuel at UAE’s Fujairah port, one of the world’s
largest bunkering hubs, where the ship attacks occurred.
Following Sunday’s attack on oil tankers, oil and shipping
companies said they would have to alter their routes or take
precautions near Fujairah. “We had a ship which was refu-
eling at Fujairah when the incident occurred. Fortunately
nothing happened,” said KY Lin, spokesman at Taiwan’s For-
mosa Petrochemical Corp. “There are no other (bunkering)
choices nearby. We may choose to refuel at Singapore in-
stead,” Lin said.

Japanese shipper Nippon Yusen has already decided to
refrain from sending tankers to Fujairah for bunkering, main-
tenance or crew swaps except for emergencies, a company
spokesman said.

If its tankers need to anchor at the port, they are advised
to shorten their stay as much as possible, the spokesman
said. Ashok Sharma, managing director of shipbroker BRS
Baxi in Singapore said: “There seems to be no increase in
risk (insurance) premia as of yet.” Risk premium increases
would be inevitable, however, if security in the region con-
tinued to deteriorate, he added.

No loading disruptions so far
Noriaki Sakai, an executive officer at Idemitsu Kosan Co

Ltd, Japan’s second-largest refiner, told reporters on
Wednesday that while there is no impact on oil loading or
ship operations, the company is closely watching the situa-
tion. The second set of attacks was on Saudi Arabia’s Petro-
line, which mainly transports light crude from the kingdom’s
eastern fields to its western port of Yanbu.—Reuters 

TEHRAN: Iran is preparing to increase enriched uranium and heavy
water production as part of its decision to stop some commitments
made under the nuclear deal, an official said yesterday. “The process of
increasing the ‘capacity and production pace’ of enriched uranium and
heavy water has started since the day the president (Hassan Rouhani)
ordered it,” Behrouz Kamalvandi, spokesman for Iran’s Atomic Energy
Organization, told the semi-official ISNA news agency.

On May 8, Rouhani announced that Iran would stop observing re-
strictions on stocks of enriched uranium and heavy water agreed under
the 2015 nuclear deal with major world powers. He said it was in retal-
iation for the unilateral US withdrawal last year from the agreement
known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and sanc-
tions imposed by Washington on Tehran.

Since Rouhani’s announcement, Iran has ceased to limit its stocks of
heavy water and enriched uranium to 130 tons and 300 kilograms re-
spectively as agreed under the nuclear deal. Under the agreement, Iran
pledged to reduce its nuclear capacities for several years and allow in-
ternational inspectors inside the country to monitor its activities in re-
turn for relief from international sanctions.

The deal set a limit on the number of uranium-enriching centrifuges,
and restricted its right to enrich uranium to no higher than 3.67 percent,
well below weapons-grade levels of around 90 percent. It also called
on Iran to export enriched uranium and heavy water to ensure that the
country’s reserves would stay within the production ceiling set by the
agreement.—AFP 

Iran to increase uranium, 
heavy water production 

Asia oil buyers,
shippers go on alert
after Saudi ship,
facility attacks



SYDNEY: Australians have a choice between
tax cuts and greater public spending when they
vote in a general election on Saturday, the stark-
est distinction in economic policy in years from
the two main political parties. Whoever prevails
will face an economy likely growing at its slow-
est pace in a decade while the jobless rate has
crept higher and could prompt the central bank
to cut interest rates for the first time since 2016.

“Regardless of who wins the election ... the
broader fiscal stance is mildly contractionary,”
said RBC chief economist Su-Lin Ong. Many ex-
perts argue a more stimulatory fiscal response
could, in fact, prove a salve for the limping econ-
omy. Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) officials
have also stressed the importance of fiscal stim-
ulus to boost growth and consumer confidence.

The A$1.9 trillion ($1.3 trillion) economy has
dodged a recession since 1991, but there are
signs of trouble as housing prices slide in the
biggest cities of Sydney and Melbourne, wage
growth stagnates and the pace of consumer
spending slows. As a result, economists polled
by Reuters in late April expect the RBA to cut
its benchmark interest rate from a record low
1.50% later this year.

“Together with weakening domestic demand,
an eventual easing in employment and a much
lower starting point for inflation, we continue to
expect rate cuts in the second-half regardless of
who wins the election,” Ong added. The centre-
right Liberal-led ruling coalition and left-leaning
opposition Labor party both promise to deliver
budget surpluses on the back of surging prices
for iron ore and coal - the nation’s top export
earners. But while exports are booming, the rest

of the economy is not playing ball. Growth is ex-
pected to slow to 1.7% this quarter from a year
ago, the weakest since late 2009, with tepid
wage growth and steady unemployment keeping
inflation below a 2% to 3% target band, accord-
ing to RBA forecasts.

Referendum on wages
Opinion polls show Labor holding a narrow

lead over the Liberal-National coalition, with the
election expected to be decided in a few tightly-
fought seats. For the first time in many years, the
major parties are offering very distinct choices
on how to manage the economy. The coalition is
promising a series of tax cuts, with personal rate
reductions set in the April budget to take effect
in July and possibly boost consumer spending.

Labor is more interventionist. It will close
major tax loopholes and set a living wage
above the minimum of A$18.93 an hour to help
people meet their needs and avoid poverty.
Leader Bill Shorten says this election is a “ref-
erendum on wages”.

Official data shows wage growth has stag-
nated at a measly 2.3% while the jobless rate has
ticked up to an eight-month high. Prime Minister
Scott Morrison says Labor’s wage policies
would harm the economy, a view shared by the
country’s main business lobby group. It “would
force many businesses to choose between cut-
ting the hours of their employees or laying peo-
ple off,” the Australian Chamber of Commerce
and Industry said in March. Indeed, survey of
businesses this week showed its main measure
of employment had turned negative for the first
time since 2016, suggesting that jobs growth

would no longer be fast enough to keep unem-
ployment low.

Fiscal package
On fiscal policy, the Liberal-National coali-

tion has touted its record as a strong economic
manager, a message that has resonated with
voters. An independent poll by Essential Re-
search at the end of April found that ‘managing
the economy’ was very important for 33% of
Australians, and 37% said they trusted the coali-
tion to do the job.

Frank Stilwell, an emeritus professor and
Keynesian economist at the University of Syd-

ney, said concerns about debt and deficits were
an “accountant’s view” of the economy. “Most
countries, most of the time run deficits and that’s
fine,” said the author of ‘The Political Economy
of Inequality’. “The bigger question is how
would the winner here respond to continuing
depressing economic growth? I think Labor
would be much more inclined to do a bigger fis-
cal stimulus if needed.” During the 2008/09
global financial crisis, the then Labor govern-
ment distributed roughly A$8.5 billion in cash
payments to low and middle income households.
“It was what we needed, it was very well done
and it worked,” Stilwell said. — Reuters 
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Right or Left: Can Australia’s election
winner revive a slowing economy?

SYDNEY: Construction workers move material at a site. —AFP  

LONDON: Investors piled into European
safe-haven government bonds day again,
rattled by US-China trade tensions, con-
cerns about a slowdown in global growth
and fears that Italy may break European
Union fiscal rules. The nervousness in
bond markets contrasted with a more
forgiving tone in equity markets, and an-
alysts said bond investors remained on
edge about the cocktail of risks building.

Germany’s benchmark 10-year bond
yield fell as much as 2 basis points and
was close to 2-1/2 year lows touched on
Wednesday at minus 0.13%. They now
trade below Japanese 10-year bond
yields with the gap between the two at
its widest since late 2016.

Dutch 10-year bond yields fell to-
wards 0%, which would mark its lowest
since late 2016, and French 10-year bond
yields fell to just 0.278%, their lowest
since 2016. Overnight news that the
United States has hit Chinese telecoms
giant Huawei with severe sanctions

added another incendiary element to the
US-China trade dispute and kept in-
vestors cautious.

A surprise drop in United States retail
sales in April on Wednesday followed
weaker Chinese economic data and re-
newed worries about the health of the
global economy, sending investors into
US government bonds. “There’s a lot
more risk and uncertainty in global
growth mainly through trade concerns,”
said Rabbani Wahhab, senior fixed in-
come portfolio manager at London and
Capital. “We’re concerned that the vol-
ume of trade, which is very important to
the euro zone, is going to hurt more as
we go through 2019 and that’s showing
up in the demand for high-grade euro
zone bonds.”

Indeed, France saw strong demand at
an auction of bonds maturing in 2022 and
2025 yesterday. US two-year Treasury
yields fell to 15-month lows on Wednes-
day and Fed funds rate futures are now

pricing in a rate cut by the end of this
year. Investors also raised bets on a rate
cut from the European Central Bank, with
Eonia money market futures pricing in
roughly a 30% chance of a 10 basis point
rate cut by the end of the year. 

In another worrying sign for the ECB,
a key market gauge of long-term euro
zone inflation expectations fell to 1.32%.
That was its lowest level since 2016 — a
year the ECB ramped up asset purchases
and cut rates to record lows to fight de-
flation. Italian bonds won respite from
this week’s sharp selloff on concern that
Italy is headed for another showdown
with Brussels over its budget expansion
plans. The 10-year Italian yield fell 4 bps
to 2.71% - holding below Wednesday’s
peak of around 2.81%, its highest level
since February - as one of the two ruling
parties pushed back against the idea it
would grow public debt in the third-
largest and heavily indebted euro zone
member. — Reuters 

As worries grow, investors flock
to European safe-haven debt

STOCKHOLM: Swedish bank Handelsbanken said yesterday it was
closing down its Baltic operations due to unsatisfactory performance,
a move that follows revelations of money laundering in the region tied
to two other Scandinavian banks. “We have come to the conclusion
that profitability is too low, while costs are too high. Despite effi-
ciency-enhancing measures in the past few years, the operations in
the three Baltic States have not shown satisfactory profits,” Richard
Johnson, head of Handelsbanken International said.

He went on to say that circumstances had also changed drastically
since the bank established its presence in the region a decade earlier,
and that local offices were no longer necessary. “Rapid technological
advances, which have resulted in new players on the market, and new
opportunities, mean that we can now help many of our customers di-
rectly from the home markets,” Johnson said. The bank would there-
fore start to wind down its business in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania
during 2020.

Johnson also stated that the bank’s decision had nothing to do with
the recent scandals surrounding allegations of extensive money laun-
dering at two other Scandinavian banks tied to Baltic operations. Den-
mark’s largest bank Danske Bank is currently the target of criminal
probes in several countries over some 200 billion euros ($226 billion)
in transfers that passed through its Estonian branch between 2007 and
2015, involving some 15,000 foreign clients, many Russian.—AFP 

Swedish bank 
Handelsbanken closes
Baltic operations



PARIS: It is heralded as an essential step to a
brave new world of technology, but in the here and
now, super-fast 5G networking is already pitting
China against the West. Here are five things to
know about the fifth-generation successor to
today’s 4G technology, which is a decade old and
struggling to keep pace with global broadband
demand.

What is 5G? 
5G promises radically quicker transfers of data,

instigating major changes to an array of products
and services from self-driving cars to “telemedi-
cine”. On the entertainment front, users will be
able to download a high-definition movie in a few
minutes compared to an hour or two now.  The
market for streaming video games, a rapidly
growing area, will get a huge lift, as will the “in-
ternet of things” — domestic appliances, lighting
and other at-home technologies connected and
operated remotely.

It’s not just about speed of downloads and
uploads. 5G promises much lower “latency” than
4G. That is the time lag between a command
being sent by a user and a device acting on it. In
the real world, that brings into play the possibil-
ity of factory robots being operated remotely or
surgeons operating on patients from far away
using augmented reality glasses. The most visi-
ble gain from lower latency could be with the
widespread advent of self-driving cars. But
these will need 5G networks to cover large
areas, which is some way off.

When’s it coming? 
5G is already here in South Korea and for fixed

internet lines in some US cities. It is also available
in parts of Estonia, Finland and Switzerland. The
global breakthrough — widespread ultra-fast
mobile networks on a par with 4G today — is still
in the works. Japan and China are targeting 2020
for nationwide rollouts. The rest of Asia and Eu-
rope will follow over the decade. But mobile com-
munications industry body GSMA, which
represents 800 operators worldwide, estimates
5G will account for just 15 percent of total global
mobile connections in 2025. And when will most
of us see 5G smartphones? China’s Huawei was
set to launch a 5G phone yesterday in London. But
broad adoption by consumers depends on 5G
networks spreading far enough, and for the hand-
helds’ chips and other architecture to be capable
of handling the added workload.

5G, give us a wave
Governments first need to harmonize stan-

dards for the award of so-called millimeter-wave
(mmWave) spectrum, which will carry the vast
data flows promised by 5G. That high-frequency
mmWave spectrum starts at about 30 gigahertz.
In contrast, 4G networks operate at lower than 6
GHz.  That means not only ultra-fast broadband
but also much greater bandwidth for many more
users and devices to be connected to the network
at the same time.

Who’s building it?
To bring the promised speeds to the masses,

5G requires a whole new infrastructure of masts,
base stations and receivers. Among the network-
ing companies in the race are Huawei, Sweden’s
Ericsson and Nokia of Finland. South Korean

giant Samsung and China’s ZTE are other infra-
structure players. Huawei says it offers better
technology at a lower cost. The Chinese leader,
however, is hitting hurdles in the global race.

What’s the fuss?
The US government says Huawei — founded

by former Chinese army engineer Ren Zhengfei —
is a security risk and has urged allies including
Britain to shun its equipment over fears it could
serve as a Trojan horse for Chinese intelligence

services. The US government has banned all fed-
eral agencies from acquiring Huawei equipment.
Others including Australia, Japan and India have
followed suit.  Against the backdrop of a US-
China trade war, on Tuesday President Donald
Trump went further by effectively barring Huawei
from the US market. China then formally arrested
two Canadians already being held on suspicion of
stealing state secrets in a case seen as retaliation
over Canada’s arrest of a Huawei executive on a
US extradition request. —AFP 
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BERN: People wearing a mask on the head in the shape of a mobile phone, take part in a protest against
the 5G (fifth generation) mobile communications network. — AFP 

5G: Five things to know about the 
Tech pitting China against the West

BERLIN: German startup firm Lilium an-
nounced yesterday the maiden flight of its
all-electric pilotless jet-powered ‘air taxi’
which it hopes to operate in various cities
around the world ‘by 2025’. The five-seater
prototype could face skies crowded with
competition, as other startups and giants
like Airbus, Boeing or Uber are also tinker-
ing away on their own projects — with an
eye on transforming urban transport.

But with challengers’ rotor-powered
fliers offering only a limited range, Lilium
believes its jet-style aircraft can set itself
apart from the pack. While it can take off
vertically like a helicopter, it also sports
wings for horizontal flight, allowing a top
speed of 300 kilometers per hour and a
range of 300 km. Both Airbus and Boeing’s
models have a range of up to 50 miles.

Controlled from the ground, the
Bavaria-based firm’s test vehicle first flew
in Munich at the start of May — although
Lilium did not say exactly how long it was
airborne. “While a maiden flight is always
a moment of truth for a business, the jet
performed exactly as expected and re-
sponded well,” said Leandro Bigarella, Lil-

ium’s head of flight test in a statement. The
five-seater jet follows on the heels of the
firm’s two-seater prototype, which suc-
cessfully flew in 2017.

Lilium hopes to offer “on-demand air
taxi service” in “various cities around the
world by 2025”, with trials beginning
sooner. Believing they’ll encounter “de-
mands for urban air travel that is quiet, safe
and environmentally positive,” the com-
pany will offer an app to let passengers find
nearby landing pads for a flight they claim
will be “comparable in price with a taxi, yet
four times faster”. Offering a larger cabin
than competitors is key, with five seats
making for “an economy of scale you just
can’t achieve with two,” said co-founder
and chief executive Daniel Wiegand.

Air taxi hopefuls will also have to hack
through a forest of regulations, safety
concerns and public skepticism to build a
sustainable business. But the US-based
Aerospace Industries Association pre-
dicted in March that with future artificial
intelligence at the controls, the aircraft
“will be a part of everyday commutes” by
2050. — AFP 

German startup to offer 
electric air taxis ‘by 2025’

BANGKOK: Critics have urged Thailand’s junta to re-
consider the award of a $7.1 billion high-speed rail con-
tract to a consortium led by the kingdom’s richest family,
just days before a new parliament is set to convene.  The
junta, which has ruled since a 2014 coup, has faced crit-
icism for a lack of transparency in its spending, with little
oversight and no public debate on major infrastructure
and arms schemes. 

The proposed 220-kilometre (135-mile) line will link
the capital Bangkok’s two main airports to a third near
the resort city of Pattaya, to the southeast. The area is a
“gateway” to the massive Eastern Economic Corridor
(EEC), the junta’s ambitious $45 billion infrastructure
scheme to transform the coastal area between the cities
into a tech hub. On Monday the junta said a consortium
of 13 companies led by Charoen Pokphand Group — a
giant conglomerate spanning food to telecoms — had
won the rail contract.

CP Group’s chairman is Dhanin Chearavanont, 80,
the patriarch of Thailand’s richest family who is worth
an estimated $16.6 billion according to Forbes. The con-
sortium includes China’s Railway Construction Corpo-
ration, Japan’s Bank for International Cooperation and
Germany’s Siemens. But the timing of the deal has been
questioned over fears it was hustled through before the

new parliament meets. “It is inappropriate for them to
make a commitment to this,” Thanathorn Juangroongru-
angkit, leader of Future Forward Party, which emerged
as the third biggest after a March election, told AFP.  “It
is in the best interests of the Thai people that we revisit”
the deal as it could create a “burden” for the next gov-
ernment, he said.  Pro- and anti-junta coalitions are
jostling for the right to lead the government. A
spokesman for the Pheu Thai party, which leads the
anti-junta coalition, said its requests for details on the
deal have so far been stonewalled. “These checks and
balances will happen” after parliament is convened,
warned party deputy spokesman Thepparith Senam-
ngern.  “Things that are quickly passed can also be... re-
voked,” he added.

The rail link still requires cabinet approval by the
new government, which should be in place within weeks.
According to the EEC’s website, the project will cost
$7.1 billion. An advisor to the EEC defended the award
of the contract to CP Group.  Their proposal was “more
attractive”, Djitt Laowattana said. Although CP Group
has little known experience in railways, it won the con-
tract due to its close China ties, said Benjamin Zawacki,
an expert on Sino-Thai relations.  Chinese investment
is “the ‘anchor’ of the EEC,” he added. — AFP 

Critics round on rail deal with
Thailand’s richest family
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BETHPAGE: Tiger Woods began his quest for a
16th major title yesterday with an ill-starred
double bogey at formidable Bethpage Black in
the 101st PGA Championship. Sixth-ranked
Woods, coming off a Masters victory that
snapped an 11-year major win drought, stumbled
badly in an early back-nine start by the feature
trio of reigning major champions.

Defending champion and playing partner
Brooks Koepka opened with a 40-foot chip-in
birdie while British Open champion Francesco
Molinari salvaged bogey after losing his tee shot
left into the tall Long Island weeds.

The trio began at the par-4 10th in cool and
sunny conditions at the first PGA Championship
played in May since 1949, the event moving from
August this year in a revamp of the global golf
schedule. From one of Bethpage’s toughest tees,
Woods missed the fairway and found the rough,
hit a layup then went over the green and chipped
to six feet. But he lipped the right edge on his
bogey putt to make double bogey.

Molinari found the fairway with his second
tee shot, reached the green and two-putted for
bogey. Koepka found the fairway but went over
the green on his approach only to sink a mag-
nificent chip-in birdie and share the early lead.

With a victory, Koepka would become the first
player to own back-to-back titles at two majors
at the same time. “I like my chances this week,”
he said. “I’m playing good. If I do what I’m sup-
posed to do, then I think I’d be tough to beat.”

A victory would match Woods with Sam
Snead for the all-time US PGA win record at 82
and move him two shy of the all-time major win
record of 18 set by Jack Nicklaus-as well as put
Woods halfway to a calendar Grand Slam for the
first time since 2002.

The 43-year-old American superstar’s elec-
trifying triumph last month at Augusta National
has made him the focus of attention on the same
layout where he won the 2002 US Open.

Koepka held off Woods to win last year’s
PGA at Bellerive before Woods turned the tables
at the Masters, completing an amazing come-
back after 2017 spinal fusion surgery that ended
years of back woes.

“It was great to see him win,” Koepka said.
“I was a little bit disappointed. I felt like I let it
slip a little bit. But at the same time, that’s what
our sport needed. We needed him to win a
major.” Finding the fairways will be crucial over
the 7,549-yard, par-70 layout as sloping greens
harden after earlier rain that made dense rough
tougher. “In order to win this one, driving is
going to be at the forefront,” Woods said.
“You’ve got to hit it not only straight but you’ve
got to hit it far.”

Woods has not played competitively since
the Masters, making this only the sixth time in
his career he has played back-to-back majors.
He skipped a planned nine-hole practice round
Wednesday for rest, having done a five-hour in-
depth tour of the course last week and played

nine holes early Monday. “There’s definitely
going to be a component to stamina as the week
goes on,” Woods said. “Four days over a tough
championship that is mentally and physically
taxing takes its toll.”

Woods could become world number one for
the first time since March 2013 by winning. He
would need top-ranked Dustin Johnson to finish
worse than solo 11th and neither Koepka nor

world number two Justin Rose of England to fin-
ish second alone. England’s Rose, third-ranked
Koepka and fourth-ranked Rory McIlroy could
all overtake Johnson with a victory, with McIlroy
and Johnson set for afternoon starts and Rose
opening with a bogey at the 10th. Woods could
become the first golfer since Nicklaus in 1975 to
win the Masters and PGA Championship in the
same year. — AFP

Tiger double bogeys, Koepka 
birdies to start PGA drama

All Black Cane 
back from broken 
neck for Chiefs
WELLINGTON: All Black flanker Sam Cane will
complete a remarkable comeback from a broken
neck when he plays for Waikato Chiefs tomorrow,
giving All Black selectors a timely World Cup boost.

Eight months after Cane was stretchered off during
an All Blacks-South Africa Test in Pretoria last Octo-
ber, the Chiefs named the 27-year-old on the bench
for this weekend’s match against Auckland Blues.

While not starting the match, the Chiefs indicated
Cane will be given game-time during the North Island
derby. “Cane will take the field for the first time this
Super Rugby season,” the club said in a statement.

Cane fractured a vertebra in a collision with South
African Francois Louw during the All Blacks’ 32-30
win over the Springboks last October. He escaped
nerve damage which could have paralysed him but
faced the prospect of the bone not healing properly,
a problem which has ended the careers of some play-
ers who suffered similar injuries. 

Cane’s return will give the All Blacks more options
at flanker for the World Cup in Japan, with his defen-
sive mettle complementing rival openside Ardie
Savea’s attacking prowess. The 60-Test All Black ad-
mitted earlier this month that the injury was “scary”
and he was well aware its impact could have been
much more serious.  But he denied fears about rein-
juring his neck could inhibit his game, saying his med-
ical team had cleared him to rejoin the fray with total
commitment.— AFP

FARMINGDALE: Tiger Woods of the United States plays his shot from the 12th tee during the first round of
the 2019 PGA Championship at the Bethpage Black course yesterday in Farmingdale, New York. — AFP

Highland exodus, 
Robertson mind 
games: Five Rugby 
talking points
WELLINGTON: Brief stories from Super
Rugby ahead of this week’s matches:

OTAGO EYE BACKS FOR THE FUTURE 
Otago Highlanders face a major backline

rebuild next season with news that the ver-
satile Matt Faddes will join Ulster in 2020.
The Highlanders have already lost fullback
Ben Smith to Pau and winger Waisake Naholo
to London Irish. While Faddes lacks the pro-
file of All Blacks Smith and Naholo, the 27-
year-old has performed strongly for the
Highlanders, scoring 19 tries in 43 games
since 2016. “It’s exciting to consider the next
chapter of my rugby career,” Faddes said of
his imminent move, which will leave High-
landers coach Aaron Mauger further ponder-
ing his depleted backline options in 2020. 

CRUSADERS SECRET REVEALED 
Canterbury Crusaders coach Scott

Robertson has given an insight into how a
powerful an “us-v-them” mentality can be,
revealing it drove his team to the 2017 Super
Rugby title. At the time, the Crusaders were
coming off a disappointing quarter-final exit

in 2016 and Robertson was a relative un-
known in his first season as coach. He some-
how managed to convince the
Crusaders-perennial contenders with at that
point seven titles in the trophy cabinet-that
outsiders were writing them off. “We had lost
two finals. Everyone said we were too old,
and we were done. The dynasty was fin-
ished,” he told rugby website the1014.com. It
worked and the Crusaders stormed to the
title and followed up with another in 2018,
catapulting Robertson into contention to be-
come All Blacks coach when Steve Hansen
retires. Robertson did not reveal how he is
motivating his charges as they seek a third-
straight crown this year but he will surely
struggle to claim the underdog  status.

EPIC COMEBACKS INSPIRE STORMERS 
Struggling Western Stormers have been

urged to match the epic Champions League
semi-final comebacks of Liverpool and Tot-
tenham Hotspur as they enter a key phase of
the regular season. “We have seen inspira-
tional Champions League stories with Liver-
pool and Tottenham producing remarkable
recoveries,” said Stormers chief executive
Paul Zacks. “There is no reason, given the
quality we have in our playing and coaching
groups, why the Stormers cannot emulate
those performances.”  Bottom of the South
African pool and 10th overall, the Cape Town
outfit play four of their remaining five league
games at home, starting with the Canterbury
Crusaders tomorrow.

HUMAN HOPE FOR BULLS 
Northern Bulls coach Pote Human is

not pessimistic ahead of a four-match
Australasia tour despite a 32-point hiding
from defending champions the Crusaders
in Pretoria last weekend. “I hope my play-
ers have learnt a lot from the heavy loss
and that there will be much better per-
formances during the tour,” he said. “My
wish is that staying together for a month
will build belief among the players, who
are much better than the 32-point loss
against the Crusaders suggests.”  Tradi-
tionally poor travellers, the Bulls, who lie
sixth in the combined table, face the Mel-
bourne Rebels this Friday, then the ACT
Brumbies, Auckland Blues and Otago
Highlanders.

DISTINCTION FOR SONNY BILL 
Sporting achievements across numerous

codes have almost become the norm for
Sonny Bill Williams, but the Auckland Blues
centre was positively glowing with pride
after also proving his academic prowess by
earning a degree in sports management.
The 33-year-old posted a beaming picture
of himself surrounded by family as he grad-
uated with distinction to become a bache-
lor of applied management (sport
management) from Otago Polytechnic. “Yes
a Pacific Islander, boxer, league, sevens &
rugby player can GRADUATE! Don’t ever
let anyone pigeon hole you. Alhamdulillah,”
he tweeted. The new qualification increases
the post-playing options for Williams, cur-
rently sidelined with a knee injury, who is
expected to consider his future after the
World Cup. — AFP
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NAIROBI: Kenya’s Olympic 800 metres bronze
medallist Margaret Nyairera Wambui can feel
her career slipping away from her, with no idea
when, or if, she will be able to compete inter-
nationally again. The 24-year-old is one of sev-
eral star female athletes affected by an
International Association of Athletics Federa-
tions (IAAF) ruling this month that requires
women with high levels of testosterone to take
medication to suppress it.

Seated at a dirt-track stadium at the foot of
the Ngong Hills outside Nairobi where she
trains, Wambui has just returned from a disap-
pointing sixth-place finish in the 800m at the
Doha Diamond League.

She was meant to leave for the IAAF World
Challenge athletics meeting in Nanjing next
week, but now her future is one big question
mark. “I am very disappointed, I don’t feel even
like going on with the training because you don’t
know what you are training for,” she told AFP.

The new IAAF rules took effect on May 8
after South Africa’s two-time Olympic 800m
champion Caster Semenya lost a legal challenge
against them. For about a decade Semenya has
been the symbol of a furious debate worldwide
about questions of gender, women with elevated
testosterone, and physical advantage.

However other athletes such as Wambui,
who finished third behind Semenya in the 800m
at the 2016 Rio Olympics, and the silver medal-
list from Burundi, Francine Niyonsaba, are also
affected.

The IAAF has maintained that the rules are
necessary for fair competition, arguing that ath-
letes with high levels of testosterone benefit

from increased bone and muscle strength similar
to men who have gone through puberty.

However critics highlight that the very na-
ture of elite athletic success is down to one
physical advantage or another, such as swim-
mers with disproportionately big hands or feet,
or basketball players who are taller than the
average person.

“Why, when you have a high level of testos-
terone in men, you are likely to perform well and
we celebrate that? But when it comes to women
we have to tell them to lower it and we draw
them out of competition. Why?” asked Wambui.

“Why don’t we take maybe men with low
testosterone and categorise them as women?”
The new rule applies to distances from 400m to
a mile, and includes the heptathlon, which con-
cludes with an 800m race.

Wambui said simply switching to another dis-
tance like 5,000m was not possible, with differ-
ent skills and training needed that would take
years to reach elite level. “I am not going to take
medication because I am not sick and ... those
are chemicals you are putting in your body, you
don’t know how it will affect you later,” she said.

She said that maybe the idea of having dif-
ferent categories of runners-comparing it to
boxing, where heavyweights don’t fight fly-
weights-might be “a good idea to make it fair.”

Wambui grew up in Kenya’s central high-
lands in the town of Nyeri, and began running
in primary school. She was thrust into the spot-
light when she won a gold medal at the 2014
IAAF world junior championships and has since
established herself as one of the world’s top
two-lap runners.

Running is “something in me, in my blood, it
is something I cannot do without. Now they are
telling us we can’t compete, we just feel rejected.
“We are just natural, we did not dope.” Wambui,
who is tall and muscular, with braided hair and a
shy smile, said she had never faced questions
about her gender or appearance until the IAAF
began cracking down on women with elevated

testosterone.  She said she had been forced to
undergo blood tests for doping, but did not
know when she had been specifically tested for
testosterone levels. 

“I am worried now about my career,” she
said, adding that the ruling had also heaped
pressure on her family, for whom she is the only
breadwinner. — AFP

Kenyan runner Margaret Wambui fears 
testosterone rules will end career

V

NAIROBI: Kenya’s Olympic 800m bronze medalist Margaret Nyairera Wambui, who has faced
questions over her testosterone levels, poses after an interview with AFP in Ngong, a suburb
of Nairobi, Kenya, on May 14, 2019. — AFP

‘No bullying’ at 
meeting: WADA 
MONTREAL: The World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) said Wednesday independ-
ent investigators found no evidence of bullying
and harassment by senior executives during a
stormy meeting last year which addressed the
lifting of a drugs ban against Russia.

WADA had hired external legal investiga-
tors to conduct an investigation following ac-
cusations of bullying leveled against senior
officials by Canadian cross-country skier
Beckie Scott. Scott, who had spoken out
against WADA’s plans to lift sanctions against
Russia’s anti-doping agency (RUSADA), said
she had been treated with a “level of disre-
spect” by fellow WADA officials at the meet-
ing in the Seychelles.

But a 58-page report by independent in-
vestigators concluded that while colleagues
had treated Scott in an “aggressive, harsh and
disrespectful” manner, it did not constitute
bullying. The report recommended a series of
measures to be implemented, including train-
ing of executive committee members on
boardroom dialogue.

“Although the investigation found there
was no bullying or harassment, at its next
meeting in September the ExCo will consider

the recommendations relating to the Agency’s
governance policies, training and protocols
and remains ready to make improvements
where it can,” WADA said in a statement.

“The discussion related specifically to those
recommendations aside, the ExCo now consid-
ers the investigation to be closed.” The contro-
versy had erupted after Scott claimed she was
ridiculed when she produced a list of athlete
committees who had spoken against lifting the
ban on Russia over its doping scandal.

“There was laughter when I read the list of
athlete committees who had produced state-
ments and who were confronting the deci-
sion,” Scott told the BBC last year.  “It was all,
it was a combined effect that left me feeling
as though there is very little respect, there is
very little appreciation, and there is very little
value for the contribution that the athletes
have at this table.”

Scott said neither WADA’s president nor
director general had challenged officials who
made “gestures that were inappropriate.”

Investigators however said there was no
credible evidence that anyone at the meeting
had laughed at Scott when she spoke. How-
ever the report provided insight into the ten-
sions within WADA between various
stakeholders, with International Olympic
Committee member Francesco Ricci Bitti
suggesting that Scott had acted “victim-
istic.” “The athlete plays a good role, but
they have to keep their place as everybody,”
Ricci Bitti said. — AFP

F1 in talks with
Marrakesh 
and Kyalami for
African race
LONDON: Formula One wants to go back to
Africa, with the Moroccan city of Marrakesh and
South Africa’s Kyalami circuit keen to host a
race, commercial managing director Sean
Bratches said yesterday.

Rwanda and Nigeria have also expressed in-
terest in fan festivals on their territory.

“It’s a marketplace in which we would like to
race,” Bratches said at a Sport Industry Break-
fast Club event, two days after Formula One an-
nounced the return of the Dutch Grand Prix at
Zandvoort in 2020 after a 35-year absence.

Morocco and South Africa have hosted world
championship grands prix in the past,
Casablanca in 1958 and South Africa in East
London in the 1960s and Kyalami 20 times be-
tween 1967 and 1993.

“We race on five continents now and the last
habitable continent that we don’t race in is
Africa,” said Bratches.

“We’ve been having very productive conver-
sations in South Africa and to a lesser extent in
Morocco about bringing a grand prix... we’re on
it. It’s really important to us.”

Bratches said there was a “high degree of in-
terest” from Morocco in a circuit race in Mar-
rakesh, with the authorities seeing Formula One,
owned by US-based Liberty Media, as an eco-
nomic engine for growth and tourism.

The all-electric Formula E series already
holds an annual street race there.

“The vast majority of our grands prix are un-
derpinned by government and it’s because it
works. We shine a bright light on these cities,”
said Bratches. Yath Gangakumaran, Formula
One’s director of Strategy and Business Devel-
opment, told reporters that Rwanda and Nigeria
were also keen to be involved in fan events.

“I think Rwanda in particular have seen the
benefits of the Arsenal sponsorship deal,” he said.
The Premier League club has had a ‘Visit Rwanda’
logo on players’ left shirt sleeves since last year.
“There’s a lot of interest not just for races but for
actuations throughout the continent.”

Next season will see two new grands prix
added to the calendar, with Zandvoort and the
debut of Vietnam, but Mexico, Spain, Germany
and Britain are out of contract at the end of 2019.

Mexico, Germany and Spain face particularly
uncertain futures.

“We are optimistic about the prospect of a 21
grand prix schedule next year,” said Bratches. “I
don’t think we are going to have more than that.”

Tne American said “productive conversa-
tions” were continuing with the Mexican pro-
moter, whose race is set to lose essential
government funding, and British GP hosts Sil-
verstone, who say they cannot afford the cur-
rent terms. — Reuters
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MIAMI: Anthony Bemboom, a 29-
year-old rookie catcher, recorded his
first major league hit and RBI on the
same play, leading the Tampa Bay
Rays to a 1-0 win over the host Miami
Marlins on Wednesday night. Bem-
boom drove a run-scoring double to
right field in the second inning, and
the Rays used seven pitchers to keep
the Marlins off the scoreboard. Re-
liever Jalen Beeks (3-0) earned the
win, pitching three innings. Diego
Castillo worked the ninth for his fifth
save. The Rays swept the two-game
series against their in-state rival.
Miami has lost seven games in a row
and scored just eight runs during that
stretch. The Marlins have not scored
since the third inning Saturday-a
drought of 24 innings. Jose Urena (1-
6) took the hard-luck loss despite
making a quality start for the fifth time
in his past six outings. He allowed six
hits, one walk and one run in six in-
nings. He has lasted at least six innings
in six straight starts.

DODGERS 2, PADRES 0
Kenta Maeda did it all for Los An-

geles, striking out 12 over 6 2/3 score-
less innings while also driving in two
runs in a victory over visiting San
Diego. Maeda (5-2) gave up just three
hits and no walks. Kenley Jansen put
two aboard in the ninth inning with
one out but escaped the jam for his
14th save as the Dodgers swept the
brief two-game series and went 7-2
on their just-completed homestand.
Matt Strahm (1-3) gave up two runs
over five innings for the Padres, who
lost for the fourth time in five games
against the Dodgers this season.

BREWERS 5, PHILLIES 2
Jesus Aguilar ripped a two-run sin-

gle and Gio Gonzalez tossed 5 1/3
strong innings as Milwaukee won for
the ninth time in its last 12 games,
knocking off host Philadelphia. Gon-
zalez (2-0) overcame Jean Segura’s
solo homer in the first inning for the
lone run he allowed. He scattered
seven hits and struck out three before
three relievers bridged the gap to
Josh Hader, who retired the side in the
ninth for his 11th save. Jake Arrieta (4-
4) gave up five runs, four earned, on
five hits and four walks in six innings.
He struck out five.

YANKEES 5, ORIOLES 3 
(FIRST GAME)

Gleyber Torres homered in con-
secutive at-bats, and host New York
slugged four homers in defeating Bal-
timore in the opener of a double-
header. Torres recorded his fourth
career multi-homer game and second
this season. He also hit two homers in
Baltimore on April 4. Torres led off the

second and fourth by connecting off
right-hander David Hess (1-5). Gary
Sanchez and Cameron Maybin also
homered for the Yankees. Sanchez hit
a 443-foot blast in the first, and May-
bin homered in the second.

YANKEES 3, ORIOLES 1 
(SECOND GAME)

Domingo German escaped a
bases-loaded jam in the seventh in-
ning and became the first eight-game
winner in the major leagues as host
New York completed the double-
header sweep of Baltimore. German
(8-1) allowed one run on six hits in
seven innings. He struck out eight,
walked one, and threw 64 of 85
pitches for strikes. He threw first-pitch
strikes to 21 of 27 hitters. Torres
homered again in the nightcap, and
Luke Voit had three hits and two RBIs
for the Yankees.

RED SOX 6, ROCKIES 5
(10 INNINGS)

Michael Chavis hit an RBI single
up the middle in the bottom of the
10th inning as host Boston beat Col-
orado to salvage a two-game series
split. After Boston lost in 11 innings the
night prior, Chavis assured a different
result on the first pitch he saw from
Rockies reliever Chad Bettis (1-3).
Brandon Workman (3-1) got the win
after escaping a two-out, two-on jam
in the top of the 10th. J.D. Martinez hit
his fourth home run in his past three
games and had three RBIs as the Red
Sox won for the 12th time in their past
15 games.

REDS 6, CUBS 5 (10 INNINGS)
Yasiel Puig’s bases-loaded single

in the 10th inning gave host Reds a
walk-off win over Chicago, two in-
nings after the Reds tied the game on
Eugenio Suarez’s two-run homer. The
Reds put runners at second and third
with one out in the 10th against Cubs
reliever Brad Brach (3-1), who then
walked Jesse Winker to get to Puig.
Amir Garrett (3-1) got the win after
retiring the only batter he faced.
Suarez had three hits and three RBIs,
and Jose Iglesias also homered for the
Reds. Addison Russell, Albert Almora
Jr. and Kyle Schwarber homered for
the Cubs.

BRAVES 4, CARDINALS 0
Austin Riley hit a long solo home

run in his second major league at-bat,
and Mike Soroka fired seven shutout
innings as the rookies, both first-
round draft picks from 2015, led host
Atlanta past St. Louis. Riley, a slugger
ranked as the team’s top position-
player prospect, hit a 438-foot homer
against St. Louis starter Michael
Wacha (3-1) in his second at-bat.

Riley was called up from Triple-A
Gwinnett on Wednesday morning
when outfielder Ender Inciarte was
placed on the injured list due to a lum-
bar strain. Soroka (4-1) allowed three
hits and three walks with three strike-
outs. He extended his streak of
homer-free innings to 56 1/3 and low-
ered his ERA to 0.98.

ASTROS 5, TIGERS 1
Justin Verlander overpowered his

former team, Alex Bregman homered,
and Houston stretched its winning
streak to eight games by topping host
Detroit. Verlander (7-1) gave up one
run on two hits with two walks and
nine strikeouts in seven innings. Breg-
man’s homer was his 14th this season,
helping the Astros sweep the three-
game series. Houston’s Jake Marisnick
had two hits and drove in two runs,
while Aledmys Diaz walked twice and
scored two runs. Detroit starter Gre-
gory Soto (0-2), making his second
major league appearance after being
elevated from Double-A Erie, allowed
two runs on three hits in two innings.

DIAMONDBACKS 11, PIRATES 1
Zack Greinke pitched 7 2/3 score-

less innings before leaving with ab-
dominal tightness as Arizona cruised
past Pittsburgh in Phoenix. Greinke
(6-1) efficiently worked his way
through the Pittsburgh lineup, allow-
ing four hits while striking out five
and walking none. He had retired 11 in
a row when he expressed slight dis-

comfort after throwing his 95th pitch-
a ball to relief pitcher Chris Stratton
with two outs in the eighth. He was
taken out after a brief discussion on
the mound, leaving with an 8-0 lead.
After the game, Arizona manager
Torey Lovullo told reporters that
Greinke will undergo an MRI exam
on Friday.

TWINS 8, ANGELS 7
Byron Buxton and Jason Castro

each hit two-run homers, and Jake
Odorizzi won his sixth consecutive
start as Minnesota took the rubber
game of a three-game series over Los
Angeles in Minneapolis. Jorge
Polanco went 2-for-4 with a triple,
Ehire Adrianza went 2-for-3 with two
RBIs, and Jonathan Schoop also had
two hits for Minnesota. Odorizzi (6-
2), who entered the contest with a
streak of 20 shutout innings, gave up
three runs on nine hits and two walks
over 5 1/3 innings while striking out
three. Mike Morin got Shohei Ohtani
to ground out with the bases loaded
to end the game for his second ca-
reer save.

NATIONALS 5, METS 1
Patrick Corbin allowed just one run

in eight innings, and Anthony Rendon
went 3-for-4 and scored twice as
Washington beat New York, win-
ning for just the eighth time in 20
home games. Corbin (4-1) struck out
11 while giving up just four hits and
one walk after he went seven

shutout innings in his previous start
against the Dodgers. Victor Robles
and Howie Kendrick each had two
hits for the Nationals, who are just
5-9 at home against the Mets the
past two seasons.

GIANTS 4, BLUE JAYS 3
Brandon Crawford broke a tie with

a sixth-inning home run, and four re-
lievers combined on four shutout in-
nings as host San Francisco salvaged
an interleague series split against
Toronto. Crawford’s go-ahead homer
came an inning after Blue Jays right-
hander Edwin Jackson completed a
historic start, having allowed three
runs (two earned) and six hits in five
innings. He walked one and struck out
two. Jackson appeared with a 14th
different major league team, breaking
a tie with Octavio Dotel for the major
league record.

RANGERS 6, ROYALS 1
Ronald Guzman homered and

drove in three runs, and Willie Cal-
houn and Shin-Soo Choo also went
deep for Texas, which won at Kansas
City to snap a five-game losing streak.
Mike Minor (4-3) struggled through
five innings but wiggled out of enough
trouble to earn the victory. He gave up
just one run on eight hits and two
walks with three strikeouts. Nomar
Mazara tied a career high with four
hits for Texas. Royals starter Jorge
Lopez (0-5) allowed five runs on
seven hits in 5 2/3 innings. — Reuters

Seven Tampa Bay Rays pitchers 
shut out Miami Marlins 1-0

MIAMI: Garrett Cooper #26 of the Miami Marlins reacts after being called out on strikes in the eighth inning
against the Tampa Bay Rays at Marlins Park in Miami, Florida. — AFP
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KUWAIT: Since the olden times, the people of
Kuwait have been involved in sports activities
like horseback riding, swimming, and running in
addition to traditional children’s games as Al-
Muqsi, Al-Houl, and Atheem Sari, which were
kept alive until the educational resurgence began.
The emergence and growth of the public schools
in Kuwait started leading to the initial movement
of modern sports especially football along with
the educational scholarships influencing the sub-
stitution of traditional games for these sports.

According to the book ‘The Letter of Kuwait’
Volume III issued by the Center for Research and
Studies of Kuwait, football was not practiced
based on its rules and regulations before 1932, but
those who played it used primitive balls of straw
or old clothes without any knowledge of the
guidelines of the sport. The book also mentions
the man credited to introducing this sport to
Kuwait, Fahad Salem Al-Sdayrawy after returning
from India where he was visiting his older brother
Mohammed, one of the top traders at the time.

During his time there, Fahad came across a
group comprised of local Indians and Brits play-
ing football with very high spirits and chanting,
and Fahad immediately thought he must tell his
friends about this. Upon his return to Kuwait Al-
Sdayrawy initiated, the first football team organ-
ized based on the official rules and regulations
of the game and competition took off in 1932.
Nearing the end of the 1940s, Kuwait experi-
enced its educational and economic boom ac-
companied by the oil era, greatly affecting the
sports movement in the country through trade

union organizations that laid the foundations for
organized sports movement in Kuwait and
helped establish many sports clubs.

The book also noted that Al-Ahli sports club is
one of the first club to be established in 1949, with
its location being in Al-Qibla at the Al-Hamad Di-
waniya, as the idea to initiate this club was thought
of by Mjirin Al-Hamad and its first president as
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah. In the
same year, the Arabi Gulf Club was also established
in Dasman and Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdullah Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah was assigned as its head. Moreover, in
the same year in Sharq (near the Amiri hospital),
the Sports Cooperation Club was founded.

In the early 1950s, more and more clubs began
to emerge like Al-Sharq Club (1954), Al-Orouba
Club (1951), and Al-Murqab Club (1954) solidify-
ing the initial sports movement in Kuwait. The first

football league including the clubs as the book re-
vealed took off in December of 1951, and the sea-
son witnessed the participation of six clubs with
Al-Maaref Club crowned as the first champions
in February 1952.After the foundation was set for
these sports clubs, a place for a federation to
unify them became evident in order to better
serve this sport domestically and internationally
and so Essa Al-Hamad, Kuwait’s Sports Supervi-
sor introduced the idea in 1952.The Kuwait
Sports Federation name came to be in that same
year after Al-Hamad and those interested and
concerned in sports met and decided to give foot-
ball a priority over other sports like volleyball and
basketball. Following the establishment came the

enactment of the Federation’s general law and the
rules and regulations of Kuwait’s Football Feder-
ation were set. 

The formation of these laws was trailed by the
organizations first initial acts to begin a general
competition for football in the country and offi-
cially invite the local clubs to participate in the
sports season comprised of the league and the
Amir Cup. The first board of directors of the union
was not voted in and so in 1953, the first elections
took place, which resulted in Yaqoub Yousef Al-
Hamad being voted in as Head of the Chairman of
the Board of Directors. In 1957, the Kuwait Foot-
ball Association was formally launched and offi-
cially recognized globally in 1969. — KUNA

Fahad Al-Sdayrawy .. First man to 
introduce game of football in Kuwait

Former Wales boss 
Coleman sacked 
by China’s Hebei
SHANGHAI: Former Wales manager Chris Cole-
man was sacked as coach of struggling Hebei
China Fortune on Wednesday after the club’s
fans demanded his removal. The 48-year-old’s
side have won only once in nine Chinese Super
League (CSL) games this season and languish
one place off the bottom of the table.

A Hebei team containing former Barcelona

star Javier Mascherano lost 3-2 at home to mid-
table Henan Jianye at the weekend and had a
player sent off for the fourth time in all competi-
tions this year.

Angry fans held aloft a banner during Satur-
day’s defeat that said in English: “Hello Mr Cole-
man, please go home! You’re fired!!!” Above that
in Chinese it read: “Coleman, your mum wants
you home for dinner.”

Coleman, who took Sunderland down into
England’s third tier in his previous job, was ap-
pointed as a replacement for West Ham United-
bound Manuel Pellegrini in June last year.

But despite guiding Hebei away from the rel-
egation zone last year, he won only seven of his
28 games in total. “After friendly negotiation and
agreement reached between the two parties,

with immediate effect, Mr Chris Coleman will no
longer serve as head coach of Hebei China For-
tune Football Club,” the club said in a statement
on the Twitter-like Weibo.

“We sincerely thank Coleman for his hard
work and contribution to the team and wish him
all the best in his future work and life.” Coleman’s
wife Charlotte, a television presenter, defended
his record and said in a tweet that was later
deleted: “We hoped to leave before the season
started but were not allowed to, after losing
players and not being allowed to sign any re-
placements.”

Coleman was a defender for Crystal Palace,
Swansea City, Blackburn Rovers and Fulham
during his playing days, and later became the
manager of then-Premier League side Fulham.

He spent four years in the hot seat at Craven
Cottage and then had a spell with Real Sociedad
in Spain. But he enjoyed his most successful time
in charge of his native Wales, taking them to a
shock semi-final place at Euro 2016. His sacking
at Hebei comes as little surprise.

After a 2-0 defeat to Marouane Fellaini’s
Shandong Luneng earlier this month, Hebei is-
sued an open letter to fans apologising and say-
ing that it has been “the toughest start (to a
season) in the club’s history”.

“We let you down and we can’t make any ex-
cuses for the recent performances,” said a state-
ment. “We have to say to you: sorry.” Hebei, who
are above rock-bottom Beijing Renhe only on
goal difference in the CSL, travel to seventh-
placed Tianjin Teda on Sunday. — AFP

First Kuwaiti organized football team in 1930. Kuwait’s national team participating in an Asian tournament in the early 1980s.

The first national football league championship in 1961.

Legendary Kuwaiti goalkeeper Ahmad Al-
Tarabulsi. — KUNA photos
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LOS ANGELES: Brook Lopez scored 29 points
as the Milwaukee Bucks staged a late rally to de-
feat the Toronto Raptors 108-100 in the opening
game of their NBA Eastern Conference finals
clash on Wednesday.

Lopez helped spark a run of 10 unanswered
points in the final three minutes as the Bucks
fought back from 100-98 down to claim a cru-
cial victory in front of their home fans at the Fis-
erv Forum. Two free throws from Kawhi Leonard
had nudged Toronto into a 100-98 lead as the
clock wound down on a pulsating opening in-
stalment of the best-of-seven series. But a
Lopez dunk gave the Bucks a 101-100 lead and
then a three-pointer from the towering 31-year-
old took Milwaukee four points clear.

Two free throws apiece from Eric Bledsoe
and Khris Middleton completed the scoring as
the Bucks pulled away to win. “It was a complete
team effort,” said Lopez, who finished with 11 re-
bounds and two assists. “We’d been playing with
good energy the whole game but shots weren’t
going down for us. So we knew we just had to
keep grinding, which is what we’ve been doing
all season long,” Lopez added.

“We’ve learned never to hang our heads,
never give up, and we haven’t all season. They
hit us, but we stuck with it and stuck together as
a team.” Lopez was backed by 24 points from
Giannis Antetokounmpo, who also hauled down
14 rebounds with six assists.

Middleton had 11 points with 11 rebounds
while Malcolm Brogdon delivered a vital 15
points from the bench. Bucks coach Mike Bu-
denholzer praised the overall contribution of the
team but singled out Lopez for special praise.

“Big game from Brook on both ends of the
court,” Budenholzer said. “In the first half we
were struggling but Brook was able to manufac-
ture a couple of things. “And several times in the
fourth quarter he was out there making big-time
plays-blocks, rebounds, contests. Certainly in a
big moment, that was a great Brook Lopez
tonight.” The Raptors meanwhile will take posi-
tives from the form of Kawhi Leonard, who once
again looked poised to single-handedly drag
Toronto over the line. Leonard finished with 31
points, nine rebounds and two assists while point
guard Kyle Lowry was similarly impressive with
30 points and eight rebounds.

Pascal Siakam added 15 points while Marc
Gasol delivered another impressive defensive
display with 12 rebounds and two blocks. How-
ever Lowry was left ruing the Raptors inability
to make a 13-point early lead count. Toronto also
paid the price for being outscored 32-17 in the
fourth quarter.

“Fourth quarter killed us,” Lowry said.
“They outplayed us in that fourth quarter. They
were a little bit more aggressive. Made some
big shots, made some big plays. It sucks to lose
like that. But we had our chance and we’ve got

to learn from it.” Raptors ace Danny Green was
similarly frustrated. “When you’ve got a team
down like that you’ve got to be mature enough
and professional enough to try to keep them

there,” Green said. “This is one win I thought
we could have gotten. I felt like we kind of let
it slip away.” Game two in the series takes place
on Friday. — AFP

Lopez, Bucks overtake Raptors in 
Eastern Conference finals clash

MILWAUKEE: Kawhi Leonard #2 of the Toronto Raptors shoots the ball against the Milwaukee
Bucks during Game One of the Eastern Conference Finals of the 2019 NBA Playoffs at the Fiserv
Forum Center in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. — AFP

Federer, Nadal
and Osaka
through to 
last 16 in Rome
ROME: Former world number one
Roger Federer marked his return to the
Italian Open for the first time since 2016
with a 6-4 6-3 second round win over
Joao Sousa yesterday.

The Swiss had criticised organisers
for doubling ticket prices after he con-
firmed his participation last weekend but
the fans who had made their way into
Foro Italico yesterday have been re-
warded with a Federer double bill.

With rain having washed out
Wednesday’s play, Federer along with
champion Rafael Nadal and top seed
Novak Djokovic all face playing back-
to-back matches on Thursday if they
want to reach the quarter-finals.

The backlog means that fans on the
secondary Grandstand Court can also
look forward to a blockbuster schedule
as Federer will be back for an evening
showdown with Croatian Borna Coric.
Earlier in the day, Nadal had treated the
Grandstand fans to a 6-0 6-1 demolition
of Frenchman Jeremy Chardy and the
Spaniard will be back on action on the
main stage against Georgia’s Nikoloz

Basilashvili. Women’s world number one
Naomi Osaka produced a solid per-
formance to beat Slovakian Dominika
Cibulkova 6-3 6-3 in the day’s opener.
Djokovic, fresh from winning last week’s
Madrid Open, was playing Canadian
Denis Shapovalov in the round of 32. A
clash with either Philipp Kohlschreiber
or Marco Cecchinato will be the win-
ner’s reward.

The 37-year old Federer moved
around the court like his younger self as
he rifled in 17 winners in the opening
set, having broken Sousa in the seventh
game before he saved a triple break
point, the last one with a stunning
crosscourt forehand.

Having broken Sousa’s serve in the
opening game of the second set, the
Swiss maestro was at his best again in
the seventh as he saved a double break
point and went on to wrap up the enter-
taining contest. “I came out of the blocks
well and held serve throughout, so I am
very happy to be in the next round,” said
Federer. “I played today already and
Borna didn’t. I don’t know whether it’s a
disadvantage or not but either way it’s
going to be tough.” After crashing out in
the semi-finals on home soil in Madrid,
Nadal wasted no time in making a state-
ment of intent as he blew away Chardy.
Nadal won 80 percent of the points on
both his first and second serve as he tor-
mented the Frenchman with a barrage of
stinging baseline shots.

Osaka made a slow start against
Cibulkova as the Slovakian broke the world

number one in the third game of the open-
ing set but regained her composure
quickly. The Japanese served two aces to
save a double break point in the eighth
game and enjoyed plain sailing for the rest
of the tie after clinching the game with a
service winner. In the men’s draw, Fernando
Verdasco ground out a surprise 4-6 6-4 7-
5 win over fifth seed Dominic Thiem, as did
Jan-Lennard Struff with a 6-2 6-3 ham-
mering of Marin Cilic. —  Reuters

Liverpool, Spurs fans 
call on sponsors to 
hand over CL tickets
LONDON: Liverpool and Tottenham fans are calling on sponsors
to return a portion of their Champions League ticket allocations
so more supporters can attend next month’s all-English final in
Madrid.  Both clubs have received around 16,600 tickets apiece
for the June 1 meeting at the Wanda Metropolitano, which has a
capacity of 63,500 for the final, meaning demand will far outweigh
supply. About 22,300 tickets have been made available to the local
organising committee, UEFA and national associations, commercial
partners and broadcasters, and to serve the corporate hospitality
programme.

Liverpool group Spirit of Shankly (SOS) and the Tottenham
Hotspur Supporters’ Trust (THST) have asked for sponsors to con-
sider giving some of their allocation to fans who will miss out.

“Spirit of Shankly and Tottenham Hotspur Supporters’ Trust-
the independent official fan groups of LFC and THFC-are calling
on the main sponsors of the UEFA Champions League to return a
proportion of the tickets they have received for the Champions
League final to the pot for supporters of both clubs,” said a joint
statement.

“We ask Nissan, PlayStation, Gazprom, PepsiCo, Banco San-
tander, Mastercard, Heineken and Expedia Group to help redress
the balance in the current unfair allocation that means fans of both
competing clubs receive less than 25 percent of available tickets.

“As major sponsors of the UEFA Champions League, your com-
panies appreciate the passion and dedication of the fans who fol-
low their teams and make every game a spectacle.” The statement
also called for each sponsor to lobby UEFA to allocate tickets for
future finals “on a fairer, more equitable split”. — AFP

ROME: Japan’s Naomi Osaka returns the
ball to Slovak’s Dominika Cibulkova dur-
ing their WTA Masters tournament tennis
match in Rome at the Foro Italico, yes-
terday. — AFP
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ROME: Lazio lifted the Coppa Italia
for the seventh time on Wednesday
after late goals from Sergej
Milinkovic-Savic and Joaquin Correa
guided them to a 2-0 final win over
Atalanta on a night in Rome dogged
by fan violence.

Milinkovic-Savic’s fine header set
Lazio on their way with eight minutes
left at the Stadio Olimpico, seconds
after coming on as a substitute, before
Correa sealed victory in the closing
moments of the match.

The victory books Lazio a ticket to
next season’s Europa League, much-
needed for Simone Inzaghi’s side as they
are eighth in Serie A, four points off the
European berths with two games left to
play. “We really wanted this Cup,” said
Inzaghi. “It was a beautiful evening in
our stadium with our fans. “It’s a great
satisfaction, we deserve it because
we’ve come a long way.”

His side’s win was marred by
clashes outside the stadium between
Lazio’s hardcore “Ultras” supporters
and police before the game. Fans
threw projectiles at officers as a police
car was burned near the Ponte Milvio
bridge not far from the Stadio
Olimpico.

According to Italian media, two
police officers were injured, one in
the ear by a projectile, and five fans
were arrested. Atalanta had elimi-
nated holders Juventus in the quar-
ter-finals and been bidding to win

their second Coppa Italia and their
first major honour since they won the
competition in 1963. For the side
from Bergamo-who are still in the
running to qualify for the Champions
League for the first time-it is their
third defeat in the final after missing
out in 1987 and 1996.

Gain  Piero Gasperini’s side head
to Serie A champions Juve on Sun-
day looking to keep hold of fourth
place, with AC Milan and Roma both
three points back. “It’s a pity, but fi-
nals are like that,” said Gasperini.
“The decisive moment of the match
arrived in the second half and we lost
on a corner kick.

“We now head to Sunday, because
there is a place in the next Champions
League to defend. We’ll overcome this
disappointment, even if our run in the
tournament was a great experience.”

Atalanta had arrived in Rome on a
12-match unbeaten run since the end
of February. They had beaten Lazio in
both Serie A meetings this season. But
they could not find a way past their
solid opponents and failed to take
their chances in a nervy game, with
Papu Gomez denied by Thomas
Strakosha in the Lazio goal within the
first minute.

Atalanta’s top scorer Duvan Zap-
ata and midfielder Marten De Roon
also squandered two quickfire efforts
on 26 minutes, before Gomez hit the
post with 14 minutes left. Seconds af-

terwards Milinkovic-Savic made an
almost immediate impact after com-
ing on after a month out injured to
replace Luis Alberto, who had just

missed a chance for Lazio. The
Serb broke through leaving Pier-
luigi Gollini powerless, and Correa
finished off a counter-attack min-

utes later to  award Inzaghi his
first major honour since winning
the competition as a Lazio player
in 2009. — AFP

Lazio end Atalanta’s dream as 
violence mars Coppa Italia final

Premier League
set to splash the
cash as transfer
window opens
LONDON: Manchester City have not yet held
their victory parade after edging Liverpool in a
thrilling Premier League title race but already
they are plotting for next season. The champions
are not alone. A huge summer splurge on trans-
fer fees is likely after Premier League spending
fell last year, in part due to a short window for
clubs to complete their business between the
end of the World Cup and a new transfer dead-
line, which fell before the season began.

The Premier League’s transfer deadline will
again come before most of the rest of Europe,
on August 8, meaning clubs cannot afford to
waste time. The window for domestic deals
opens on Thursday. International transfers can
be completed from June 11.  AFP Sports looks at
where each of the top six are set to strengthen.

MANCHESTER CITY
The champions may have claimed a remark-

able 198 points over two title-winning cam-
paigns, but Pep Guardiola promised they will

come back stronger next season and are likely
to invest heavily for a variety of reasons.

A potential transfer ban due to a FIFA inves-
tigation over the recruitment of foreign minors
and third-party ownership means this may be
City’s last chance to sign players for at least 18
months. City could also face a season’s ban from
the Champions League by UEFA over financial
fair play irregularities. If imposed, the sanction
would likely be enforced for the 2020/21 cam-
paign, giving City another chance next season to
win the competition for the first time.

Atletico Madrid’s Rodri, who has a 70-mil-
lion-euro ($78-million) buyout clause, has re-
portedly been targeted as the long-term
replacement for 34-year-old Fernandinho in the
holding midfield role. A centre-back is also
thought to be a priority, with City among clubs
chasing Ajax wonderkid Matthijs de Ligt. Nico-
las Otamendi and, perhaps, captain Vincent
Kompany could depart.

LIVERPOOL
Liverpool were the biggest Premier League

spenders by a distance last summer and their
£170-million ($219-million) investment was
richly rewarded with the third-highest Premier
League points tally ever and a return to the
Champions League final. No such splurge is ex-
pected at Anfield this summer as Klopp fine-
tunes to dislodge City. Alberto Moreno and
Daniel Sturridge are set to leave on free transfers
and cover is needed for Andy Robertson at left-

back and up front as a back-up for Roberto
Firmino.

TOTTENHAM
Tottenham manager Mauricio Pochettino has

worked wonders to get his side to the Champi-
ons League final and back into the competition
next season despite not signing a single player
since January 2018. The Argentine, though, has
been putting pressure on the famously frugal
Tottenham board to back him this summer now
the club have moved into their new 62,000-ca-
pacity home, which cost more than £1 billion and
has slowed Spurs’ spending in recent seasons.

Fulham’s Ryan Sessegnon is a target as com-
petition for Danny Rose at left-back, while the
club needs a more potent back-up to Harry
Kane than Fernando Llorente. The club has also
been linked with a number of midfielders, includ-
ing Barcelona’s Andre Gomes, Youri Tielemans,
who shone on loan at Leicester from Monaco,
and Aston Villa captain Jack Grealish. But they
could be replacements for Christian Eriksen who
is out of contract in 2020 like  another key player
Toby Alderweireld.

CHELSEA
Chelsea may not be able to do any business

at all as they are currently banned from signing
players for the next two windows by FIFA. The
club plan to appeal to the Court of Arbitration
for Sport and hope to have the ban suspended
until the judgement. Eden Hazard finally looks set

to land his dream move to Real Madrid, leaving
the Blues without their best player in recent sea-
sons. Christian Pulisic was signed in January to
fill that void and will arrive from Borussia Dort-
mund, but Chelsea may be forced to rely on tal-
ented youngsters currently out on loan.

ARSENAL
Arsenal’s summer business will depend

largely on whether they beat Chelsea in the Eu-
ropa League final to seal a return to the Cham-
pions League. An ageing defence that conceded
51 goals in the Premier League cost the Gunners
a top-four finish and reinforcements are needed
across the whole backline. The departure of
Aaron Ramsey also leaves a big hole in midfield.

MANCHESTER UNITED
United face by far the biggest rebuilding job

after a disastrous season. They fail to qualify for
the Champions League and finish as close to the
relegation zone as to City in the league. Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer has promised big changes but
much will depend on how many players on big
contracts United can get rid of to free up funds.

Paul Pogba could be sold to Real Madrid,
while Romelu Lukaku has attracted interest from
Serie A. A centre-back remains the priority, with
Napoli’s Kalidou Koulibaly the prime target, but
the Senegalese is likely to cost a world-record
fee for a defender. Dortmund’s Jadon Sancho has
been linked with a return to England, but would
cost more than £100 million. — AFP

ROME: Lazio’s team players pose with the Tim Cup trophy as they celebrate during the trophy ceremony
after winning at the end of the Coppa Italia (Italian Cup) final match between Lazio and Atalanta, at the
Olympic Stadium in Rome. — AFP
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Federer, Nadal and Osaka 
through to last 16 in Rome
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