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LONDON: Pep Guardiola was eulogised yesterday for his
relentless hunger for success that propelled Manchester
City to a second consecutive Premier League title after a
titanic battle with Liverpool. Guardiola claimed his eighth
league title in 10 seasons as a coach in charge of
Barcelona, Bayern Munich and City as the English champi-
ons followed up their record 100-point campaign last sea-
son with another stunning 98-point season thanks to a 4-1
victory at Brighton.

That meant Liverpool’s long wait for a first league title
since 1990 continued despite the Reds posting the third-
highest Premier League points tally ever with 97 after they
beat Wolves 2-0 on Sunday.

“Pep’s party,” ran the headline in the Guardian newspa-
per. “The only real world star in this set-up is the manager.
“They didn’t go for (Cristiano) Ronaldo or (Lionel) Messi
but invested in fine young players, almost all of whom have
been pushed to the outer levels of their talent.”

City became the first side in a decade to retain the title
as Guardiola’s demands ensured there was no drop-off at
the Etihad as has happened in the seasons that followed
title wins under Roberto Mancini and Manuel Pellegrini.

“Manchester City could buy great players, good
enough to take them up the mountain, but they could never
stay there. Because you cannot buy hunger, the sustaining
daily hunger that drove the greatest teams of other eras,”
said the Independent.

“Senior officials at City say that they have never seen
as much focus and character from a City side in the mod-
ern era as what they have seen this season. “This is the
opposite of what we have come to expect from champion
City sides. And it is a vindication of the daily intensity and
demands of their obsessive manager.”

Liverpool, whose season could still end in glory if they
win the Champions League next month, were also praised

for the contribution they made to a thrilling race. “Nothing
underscores the brilliance of Pep Guardiola’s team more
than the presence of Liverpool a short neck behind.
Liverpool are, without doubt, one of the greatest teams the
competition has ever seen,” said the Daily Mail.

“Encapsulating this campaign is a battle of superlatives.
Liverpool were amazingly good. Incredibly, City were even
better.” Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp said this season
is just the beginning of a journey for his side, but in their
three-decade wait to win the league, the Reds have fin-
ished second before and failed to build on it the following
season. “They’re entitled to wonder, given that they’ve
pulled one of the most stupendous league campaigns in
history and still fallen short, what more can be done?”
added the Independent.

Klopp pointed to City’s financial power, backed by the
club’s Abu Dhabi owners, as a principal reason why they
will not be easy to overhaul. However, unlike Manchester
United, who ended the season as close to the relegation
zone as they were to City, 32 points behind the champions
in sixth, City have invested their money wisely.

“More than half a billion pounds lavished on one of the
most expensive and brilliant squads ever assembled. But
we only have to look down the road at Manchester United
to know that you can pour millions down the drain,” said
The Times. “The danger, when City have smashed so many
records in two years of domestic domination — 198
league points from a possible 228, 19 domestic cup ties
won out of 20 — is that it is regarded as easy, normal,
expected. Those figures suggest a relentless machine.

“It is in watching Guardiola on the sidelines that we see
the stress, the agony, the pressure that has been relentless
since setting out last August, requiring 18 wins out of 19
since Christmas to stay ahead of Jurgen Klopp’s brilliant
Liverpool.” — AFP

Guardiola hailed as ‘obsessive’ 
genius behind City winning machine

Reds post third-highest Premier League points tally ever with 97 

LONDON:  “If you are second you are nothing,” said
former Liverpool manager Bill Shankly. But rarely can
a runner-up have been more proud of falling just
short than Liverpool in the Premier League this sea-
son. Shankly won three league titles on Merseyside in
the pre-Premier League era and built the foundations
for two decades of dominance that endured even
after he departed. Yet even he could not conceive of
amassing 97 points in a league season, let alone that
mark only being good enough for second place.

Liverpool’s points tally was not just a club
record, but the third-highest in Premier League his-
tory, behind only Manchester City’s 98 this season
and City’s haul of 100 points in romping to the title
last year.

Unfortunately for Jurgen Klopp’s men, it will be
Pep Guardiola’s champions they have to beat again to
end a 30-year wait for a league title next season. “As
long as City are around, with the quality they have,
the financial power and all that stuff, it’s not that any
other team will pass them easily,” said Klopp, whose
side lost only one league game all season, to City in
January, and still missed out.

“You need to be very, very close to perfection to
win the Premier League as long as this is the case.”
City’s wealth in the decade since the club was bought
by Sheikh Mansour, a member of Abu Dhabi’s royal
family, has transformed the blue half of Manchester
into serial winners.

Sunday’s title triumph was their fourth in the past
eight seasons, but City have not always made the
most of their new-found wealth, drifting under
Roberto Mancini and Manuel Pellegrini after previous
title triumphs.

Guardiola is the point of difference. The Catalan
has now won the league in eight of his 10 seasons as
a top-flight coach in three different countries with
Barcelona, Bayern Munich and City.

Worryingly for the competition, Guardiola insisted
City will only get stronger next season. But the noto-
riously intense Catalan also has a history of not over-
staying his welcome. Next season will be his fourth in
Manchester, matching his longest managerial stint so
far at Barca, after which he required a year’s sabbati-
cal, citing exhaustion.

“I cannot deny I am so tired, but at the same time
winning the title gives you a lot of energy,” said
Guardiola on Sunday. “Winning is so addictive.”
Liverpool’s fate in the coming years may ultimately
depend on how long the drug of winning sustains
Guardiola at the Etihad.

There will also be a fear on Merseyside that
Liverpool have come close before, most notably
under Rafael Benitez a decade ago and Brendan
Rodgers in 2013/14 and failed to take the next step a
season later.

The stars may not align the same way next season.
Huge goalkeeping errors from Everton’s Jordan
Pickford and Tottenham’s Hugo Lloris kept Liverpool
on City’s coattails with late winners.

City may have sped away into the distance had
Riyad Mahrez not blasted a late penalty over the bar
when the sides met at Anfield in a 0-0 draw in
October, while the champions suffered shock defeats
in December to Crystal Palace and Leicester thanks
to wonder strikes from Andros Townsend and
Ricardo Pereira.

However, unlike previous near misses when Xabi
Alonso and Luis Suarez soon departed for Spain, this
Liverpool side look built for the long term. Mohamed
Salah, Roberto Firmino, Sadio Mane, Virgil van Dijk
and Alisson Becker have been tied down to long-term
contracts.

Flying full-backs Andy Robertson, 25, and Trent
Alexander-Arnold, 20, should only get better with
age.  Big summer signings Fabinho and Naby Keita
grew as the campaign went on and should kick on in
their second season in the Premier League. — AFP

Liverpool seek 
‘perfection’ in bid to
dethrone Pep’s City

MANCHESTER: Manchester City’s Spanish manager Pep Guardiola (C), Manchester City assistant coach Mikel
Arteta (R) and Manchester City’s Belgian defender Vincent Kompany (L) show the Premier League trophy to
supporters outside the Etihad Stadium in Manchester. — AFP

Juventus lose stripes 
and match as Florenzi, 
Dzeko keep Roma’s 
CL hopes alive
MILAN: Alessandro Florenzi and Edin Dzeko scored late
as Roma beat Juventus 2-0 to keep their hopes of
Champions League football next season alive on Sunday.
Dzeko set up Florenzi for the first after 79 minutes in the
Stadio Olimpico with the Bosnian then slotting in the sec-
ond two minutes into injury time as Juventus fell to just
their third defeat this season.

The defeat came on the day that Juventus displayed
their new strip which no longer features the club’s iconic
black and white stripes in a breakaway from over a centu-
ry of tradition. Massimiliano Allegri’s side have not won a
match since sealing an eighth consecutive Scudetto, being
held to 1-1 draws in their last two games against Inter
Milan and Torino.

Roma needed a win after their Champions League
rivals Atalanta, AC Milan, Torino and Lazio all won their
games this weekend. Juventus and Napoli have already
booked their berths in next season’s elite European berths
with two places remaining.

Atalanta beat Genoa 2-1 on Saturday to move third two
points ahead of Inter Milan, who play bottom club Chievo.
AC Milan also won 1-0 against Fiorentina 1-0, and are one
point behind Inter in fifth, with Roma equal on points with
Milan, with two games left to play.

“A great (goalkeeper Antonio) Mirante kept us up in the
first half but I am satisfied with the game,” said Roma
coach Claudio Ranieri.  “We must continue to believe in it.
Even if not everything depends on us, we must reach the
end with a clear conscience.”

Playing in their new jersies, Juventus with nothing left
to play for, and with growing speculation over Allegri’s
future, failed to take advantage of their first half domina-
tion. Mirante pulled off towering saves, denying Juan
Cuadrado and Paulo Dybala.

After the break Cristiano Ronaldo had the ball in the
back of the net after 64 minutes but was ruled offside. But
Roma captain Florenzi, perhaps annoyed by Ronaldo who
had just made fun of his size, turned things around when
he picked up a Dzeko cross to break the deadlock.

Dzeko added the second in injury time as Roma join AC

Milan on 62 points, with Torino, now two points behind,
dropping out of the European places into seventh.

Torino captain Andrea Belotti scored a brace including
the winner with a spectacular overhead kick in a come
from behind 3-2 win over ten-man Sassuolo. Belotti missed
a penalty after 17 minutes in Turin but made up with two
second-half goals.

“We knew very well how important it was to win
today,” said Belotti. “We have to fly low, there are still two
games left and we have to win them.” Mehdi Bourabia put
Sassuolo ahead after 27 minutes, but the visitors played a
man down for most of the game as the Moroccan midfield-
er was sent off for a second yellow card after celebrating
by pulling his jersey over his head.

Belotti almost scored after the break but Sassuolo
goalkeeper Andrea Consigli denied his overhead kick. The
Torino captain grabbed the equaliser on 56 minutes, but
Sassuolo charged back with Jeremie Boga racing down the

flank to force a Salvatore Sirigu save, only for Pol Lirola to
turn in the rebound with a back-heel flick.

Simone Zaza pulled Torino back into the game on 81
minutes with Belotti sealing victory with another overhead
kick which this time found the back of the net a minute lat-
er for his eighth goal in the last ten league games, to bring
his tally to 15.

The three points could also be vital for Torino’s Europa
League hopes, with their final two games against strug-
gling Empoli and Lazio. Sassuolo are sitting in tenth posi-
tion. Empoli kept their hopes of Serie A survival alive with
a 2-1 win at Sampdoria.

Fabio Quagliarella pulled a goal back for Sampdoria
converting a penalty in injury time to take his Serie A lead-
ing tally to 26 goals-five more than Juventus star Ronaldo.
Napoli beat SPAL 2-1 in a game with nothing to play for
as Carlo Ancelotti’s side are already assured of second
place and SPAL have staved off relegation. — AFP

ROME: Juventus’ Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo runs with the ball during the Italian Serie A football
match between AS Roma and Juventus Turin at the Olympic stadium in Rome. — AFP

Mahrez stars for 
champions City
PARIS: Algeria winger and 2016 African Footballer of the
Year Riyad Mahrez created the second goal and scored
the third for Manchester City as they won a second suc-
cessive Premier League title. 

He was the stand-out African in Europe at the weekend
as star-stacked City triumphed 4-1 at lowly Brighton to
pip Liverpool by one point after a thrilling race. A Mahrez
corner allowed Aymeric Laporte to nod City into a 2-1
first-half lead and the north African struck the third goal
on 63 minutes to put his side firmly on the path to glory.

ENGLAND
RIYAD MAHREZ (Manchester City)

City dominated the second half at Brighton and with 63
minutes gone the 28-year-old Algerian cut in from the wing
and unleashed a right-foot shot that gave his club a 3-1
advantage. France-born Mahrez has two Premier League
winners medals having been part of the Leicester City side
that sensationally became champions three years ago.

SADIO MANE (Liverpool)
Senegalese Mane scored twice in Liverpool’s 2-0 win

against Wolves to earn a share of the Premier League’s
Golden Boot award. The Senegal forward, 27, ended the
season with 22 league goals, level with teammate and last
year’s winner Mohamed Salah of Egypt as Liverpool fin-
ished on 97 points, one behind Manchester City.

PIERRE-EMERICK AUBAMEYANG (Arsenal)
Arsenal forward Aubameyang grabbed a share of the

Premier League Golden Boot award with two goals in a 3-

1 win at Burnley on the last day of the season. The Gabon
forward’s goals meant he finished with 22 in the league-the
same number as Mane and Salah.

SPAIN
KARL TOKO EKAMBI (Villarreal)

Ekambi scored his 18th goal of the season to fire
Villarreal to a 1-0 win over Eibar in La Liga. The
Cameroon forward struck the winner in the 59th minute
for his sixth goal in nine matches. Villarreal’s victory leaves
them 14th in the table ahead of their last game of the sea-
son away to Getafe next weekend.

DJENE DAKONAM (Getafe)
Getafe’s Dakonam scored an own-goal in a 2-0 defeat

to Barcelona. The Togolese poked into his own net as
Lionel Messi looked to pounce on a one-two with Sergi
Roberto at Camp Nou. Arturo Vidal had already put Barca
ahead as Getafe slipped out of the top four, with a final
game at home to Villarreal to come next weekend.

ITALY
MUSA BARROW (Atalanta)

Gambian international Barrow broke through immediately
after being introduced as a substitute at the break. His first
goal this season in a 2-1 win over Genoa put Atalanta third in
Serie A and close to a first Champions League qualification.

MEHDI BOURABIA (Sassuolo)
Moroccan midfielder Bourabia put Sassuolo ahead after

27 minutes against Torino but was sent off immediately
after for a second yellow card after celebrating by pulling
his jersey over his head, as his side fell to a 3-2 defeat.

GERMANY
ANTHONY UJAH (Mainz)

The Nigerian scored twice in four minutes soon

after half-time to give Mainz a 2-0 Bundesliga win at
Eintracht Frankfurt, who were beaten on penalties by
Chelsea in a Europa League semi-final last Thursday. It
was a surprise result as Frankfurt are six places above
Mainz and the loss completed a disastrous eight days
for Eintracht after a 6-1 drubbing at Bayer Leverkusen
last weekend.      

IHLAS BEBOU (Hanover)
Togolese striker Bebou found the net for Hanover

against Freiburg, but even a 3-0 win was not enough to
save his side from relegation. Bebou prodded the ball in
from close range to score Hanover’s second as they picked
up only a fifth win of the season.

SALOMON KALOU (Hertha Berlin)
Ivorian veteran Kalou scored an injury-time penalty to

snatch a late 4-3 victory for Hertha in an entertaining
dead-rubber in Augsburg. Hertha went behind three times,
but Kalou equalised after 75 minutes before completing
his brace from 12 yards with the last kick of the game.

CHADRAC AKOLO (Stuttgart)
Democratic Republic of Congo international Akolo

made his first appearance since February as Stuttgart
secured the relegation play-off place with a 3-0 win over
Wolfsburg. The midfielder fell out of favour under former
coach Markus Weinzierl, but interim boss Nico Willig wel-
comed Akolo back into the fold on Saturday.

AMADOU HAIDARA (RB Leipzig)
The Mali international came off the bench as Leipzig

spoiled Bayern Munich’s title party with a 0-0 draw.
Bayern missed the chance to wrap up a seventh consecu-
tive title as Borussia Dortmund clawed back two points
with a win over Fortuna Duesseldorf to send the title race
to the wire. — AFP


