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US down 
South Africa 
3-0 in Women’s 
WCup tune-up
SAN FRANCISCO: Samantha Mewis
scored once in each half and Carli
Lloyd added a late goal as the United
States dominated South Africa 3-0 on
Sunday in a Women’s World Cup
tune-up. The victory at Levi’s Stadium
in Santa Clara, California,launched the
Americans’ “Send-Off Series” of
matches as they prepare to defend
their title at the World Cup in France,
which begins on June 7.

Mewis opened the scoring in the
37th minute, finishing with a low shot
inside the right post after Rose
Lavelle slipped a ball into the top of
the penalty area. Mewis struck again
in the second half, after South African
keeper Kaylin Swart’s deflection of a
cross from Megan Rapinoe wasn’t
enough to keep the ball from a charg-
ing Mewis, who slotted it into the
back of the net.

Lloyd buried an injury-time strike
through three South African players to
notch her 108th international goal.
The United States will take on New
Zealand on Thursday in St. Louis and
face Mexico on May 26 in Harrison,
New Jersey before departing for
France.

They open the World Cup in Group
F against Thailand, Chile and Sweden,
their first match against the Thai side
on June 11 in Reims.  —AFP

HYDERABAD:  Chennai Super Kings skipper M.S.
Dhoni suggested his ageing side needs a shake-up
after they lost a nail-biting Indian Premier League
final to archrivals Mumbai Indians. The thriller saw
Mumbai edge out Chennai on Sunday after Australian
Shane Watson was run out going for an unlikely sec-
ond run in the final over to end a blistering 59-ball
innings at 80.

Chennai then needed two runs off the last ball to
overtake Mumbai’s 149-8. But Sri Lanka paceman
Lasith Malinga trapped Shardul Thakur lbw to claim a
record fourth title for Mumbai. “We need to go back
and reflect as to how we reached the finals. I don’t
think it was one of those years where we played really
good cricket and we got into the finals,” said Dhoni.

“After the World Cup, once we come back, that’s
the time we get to the drawing board and see what
can be done to fill the gaps. “Nothing against the
bowlers, but batting could have been better,” said
Dhoni, whose team has won three IPL titles from eight
finals.

None of Chennai’s batsmen made it to the top-10
scorers list in this year’s IPL, India’s cash-rich domes-
tic Twenty20 showpiece tournament. Dhoni — 37 but
still a key member of India’s World Cup squad-was
Chennai’s best with 416 runs, including three fifties.

Watson’s return to the IPL next season was already
uncertain after the 37-year-old bid farewell to
Australia’s Big Bash early this year. The Australian all-
rounder and Dhoni are among the 11 members of the
25-man Chennai squad aged over 30.

‘A LOT OF MISTAKES’ 
Dhoni was run out in Sunday’s final for two, leaving

the defending champions in trouble at 82-4. “We com-
mitted a lot of mistakes and Mumbai Indians also did
the same and at the end of the day the winning team
was the one that made one mistake less than the other
team,” said Dhoni, adding that his immediate focus is
on the 50-over World Cup starting later this month in

England and Wales.
Kieron Pollard smashed an unbeaten 41 off 25

deliveries for Mumbai while paceman Jasprit Bumrah
returned figures of 2-14 from his four overs. The Rohit
Sharma-led Mumbai were the team to beat this year in
the world’s most popular T20 league, ending top of the
table after 14 league games.

“We played some good cricket. Good to see we
qualified in the top two,” said Sharma. “Our bowling
in this tournament was excellent. At different stages,
our bowlers put their hands up and brought us back
in the game.”

Indian cricket great Sachin Tendulkar yesterday
hailed Jasprit Bumrah as the “best bowler in the
world” after the Mumbai Indians paceman played a
key role in his team’s fourth Indian Premier League
title win.

The 25-year-old took 2-14 in Sunday’s IPL final as
Mumbai edged Chennai Super Kings by one run in
the thrilling finale in Hyderabad. He is set to lead
India’s pace attack at the World Cup, which starts in
England and Wales later this month.

“Without any doubt, let me go on record and say
that he is the best bowler in the world at this stage,”
said Tendulkar, an advisor to the Mumbai team. “The
best is yet to come.”

With Lasith Malinga giving away 32 runs from his
first three overs and Chennai needing 18 off the last 12
balls, Bumrah choked the opposition in the penulti-
mate over and sent Dwayne Bravo back to the pavil-
ion for 15. He was named man-of-the-match for his
efforts. “Winning a fourth title for Mumbai makes me
very happy,” said Bumrah, the top-ranked bowler in
the world in the one-day format.

“I was surprisingly very calm. I wasn’t panicking,
just focusing on the next ball.” Bumrah has picked up
85 wickets in 49 ODIs and 51 scalps in 42 T20 games
for India since his international debut in January 2016.
India begin their World Cup campaign against South
Africa in Southampton on June 5. —Agencies

Bumrah best bowler in the world, says Tendulkar

Dhoni eyes Chennai clean-out 
after losing IPL final to Mumbai

HYDERABAD: Mumbai Indians team players celebrate with team owner Nita Ambani (centre L) and the
trophy after their victory against Chennai Super Kings in the 2019 Indian Premier League (IPL) Twenty20
final cricket match at the Rajiv Gandhi International Cricket Stadium in Hyderabad. —AFP

S Africa to appeal 
against Semenya 
testosterone ruling
JOHANNESBURG: South Africa yesterday
said it would lodge an appeal after
Olympic champion Caster Semenya lost
her case challenging new rules forcing
female athletes to regulate their testos-
terone levels. Semenya’s case has pro-
voked a furious debate across sport
worldwide about gender and “hyperandro-
genic” athletes, those with “differences of
sexual development” (DSD).

The decision on May 1 by the Court of
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) in Lausanne,

Switzerland, means female athletes with
elevated testosterone will have to take sup-
pressive treatment if they wish to compete
as women in certain events. “We’ll file the
appeal as soon as we possibly can,” Vuyo
Mhaga, spokesman for the South African
sport and recreation ministry, told AFP.
Mhaga said the appeal, to be lodged at the
Switzerland Federal Tribunal, would be
based on complaints over the judges’ past
record on similar cases, lack of clarity over
how the ruling could be implemented and
how the evidence was handled.

“It is not explained how the IAAF (the
International Association of Athletics
Federations) is going to administer those
regulations,” he said. “We feel that the sci-
entific information that has been brought
has been actually completely ignored and

we’ve got a belief that a different court will
arrive at a different determination.
“Everything is being done through
Athletics SA.”

The IAAF argued that athletes such as
two-time Olympic 800 metres champion
Semenya had an unfair advantage over oth-
ers. Semenya, 28, won the 800m at the
Doha Diamond League meeting on May 3
in her first race after the ruling, saying that
“actions speak louder than words”.

Asked if she intended to take hormone-
suppressing treatment, the three-time
world champion said: “No way. “I don’t
know what will happen next. But no one
should tell me what to do, if people want to
stop me from doing something that’s their
problem, not mine.”

The South African government, sports

bodies and fans have reacted in fury over
Semenya’s case, which many in the country
see as having racist undertones.

The World Medical Association has
urged doctors not to enforce the contro-
versial new rules, warning that attempts to
do so would breach ethics codes.

The court itself said there was insuffi-
cient evidence to overturn the new regula-
tions, but it “expressed some serious con-
cerns as to the future practical applica-
tion” of the rules. The rules must remain a
“living document”, which are revised
based on new information, the court
added.  The DSD rules-first adopted last
year but suspended pending the legal bat-
tle-came into effect on May 8, applying to
distances from 400m to a mile, and
includes the heptathlon.  —AFP

Serena eases to 
victory in Rome 
ROME:  Serena Williams made a winning return from injury beat-
ing Swedish qualifier Rebecca Petersen 6-4, 6-2 to advance to
the second round of the Italian Open clay-court tournament yes-
terday. Williams, 37, has not played since a hard-fought three-set
win over Petersen in the second round at the Miami Open in
March before withdrawing with a knee injury.

The 23-time Grand Slam winner-now ranked 11th-also with-
drew from Indian Wells in March complaining through illness.
Watched by her husband Alexis Ohanian, Williams doubled fault-
ed on her first match point but sealed victory on her second
against her 58th-ranked opponent.

A four-time Rome winner Williams last won on the red clay of
at the Foro Italico in 2016. She will play either her older sister
Venus, who received a wild card entry to the tournament she won
in 1999, or Belgian Elise Mertens in the second round.

Should Serena and Venus meet in Rome, it will be their first
meeting on European clay in nearly 17 years.  Their last meeting
on red clay came at the 2002 Roland Garros final. Serena
Williams is preparing for the French Open later this month where
she could match Margaret Court’s record of major singles titles.

Meanwhile, Novak Djokovic tightened his grip on the ATP
tennis rankings Monday following his win in the Madrid Open.

The Serbian world number one widened his lead over
Spaniard Rafael Nadal who was dumped out of the Madrid tour-
nament by young gun Stefanos Tsitsipas of Greece in the semi-
finals.

Tsitsipas lost the final to Djokovic but eased two places up the
rankings to seventh on the strength of his recent show of form.
Dominic Thiem of Austria, winner of the Barcelona Open, moved

into fourth place after his elimination from the Madrid semi-finals.
He is one sport behind Roger Federer, his quarter-final victim in
Madrid.

ATP rankings released yesterday:
1. Novak Djokovic (SRB) 12115 pts
2. Rafael Nadal (ESP) 7945
3. Roger Federer (SUI) 5770
4. Dominic Thiem (AUT) 4845 (+1)
5. Alexander Zverev (GER) 4745 (-1)
6. Kei Nishikori (JPN) 3860 (+1)
7. Stefanos Tsitsipas (GRE) 3790 (+2)
8. Kevin Anderson (RSA) 3755 (-2)

9. Juan Martin Del Potro (ARG) 3145 (-1)
10. Marin Cilic (CRO) 3025 (+1)
11. John Isner (USA) 2950 (-1)
12. Fabio Fognini (ITA) 2920
13. Karen Khachanov (RUS) 2720
14. Daniil Medvedev (RUS) 2625
15. Borna Coric (CRO) 2445
16. Gael Monfils (FRA) 1965 (+2)
17. Milos Raonic (CAN) 1960 (-1)
18. Nikoloz Basilashvili (GEO) 1905 (-1)
19. Marco Cecchinato (ITA) 1840
20. Roberto Bautista (ESP) 1645 (+1).  —AFP

ROME: US Serena Williams returns the ball to Sweden’s Rebecca Peterson, during their WTA Masters tournament tennis match yes-
terday at the Foro Italico in Rome.  —AFP

Mercedes dominance
bad for F1 box
office, says Hamilton
BARCELONA:  Lewis Hamilton cut short his cele-
brations after winning the Spanish Grand Prix to
warn that Mercedes’ dominance could be a menace
to Formula One’s box office appeal. The defending
five-time world champion seized the initiative at the
start of Sunday’s race and then cruised to his 76th
career victory ahead of team-mate Valtteri Bottas,
who had started in pole position. 

It was the Mercedes pairing’s fifth consecutive
one-two finish and left rivals Ferrari floundering in
pursuit. The two Mercedes drivers are competing
against each other ... and it’s not much fun for out-
siders, admits Hamilton, especially for spectators.

Having hoped to see a Ferrari renaissance at the
Circuit de Catalunya, where they were so dominant
in pre-season testing, Hamilton was disappointed
again at their lack of pace, which, almost incredibly,
prompted paddock talk of the Silver Arrows winning
all 21 races.

Mercedes locked out the front row of the grid and
then took a stranglehold on the race in such fashion
that some observers talked of them being ‘the invin-
cibles’ with 16 races remaining including the classic
Monaco Grand Prix later this month.

That street circuit challenge will be very different
to all that has gone before, but rivals have already
installed Mercedes as favourites and the drivers’
championship as a two-man race. Hamilton is hope-
ful that for the sake of the sport, any such scenario
never happens.

“The biggest threat is always the person that’s
closest to you,” he said. “And that person is Valtteri,
but it still feels too early ... “It’s not as much fun, for

sure, as when you are competing against another
team. That’s what F1 is about.

“That’s the exciting part, when you arrive and
you’re competing against one or two other teams
who are also bringing their A-game. Naturally in
those teams, that’s another two drivers.

“That puts another spanner in the works and
often when the cars are close, there’s strengths and
weaknesses of either team and how you play those
and benefit from those, it’s awesome.

“But when that’s not there it’s definitely not as
exciting from a competition point of view. Racing
within a team, it’s not really how F1 should be in my
opinion, but it is how it is right now.”

No team has won every race in a season, but
McLaren came close in 1988 when they triumphed in
15 of the 16 races - beaten only when Ferrari took
advantage of a late collision at Monza-and
Mercedes, in 2016, won 19 of 21.

Team chief Toto Wolff, like Hamilton, is wary of

any premature assessments or forecasts, but said he
recognised the conundrum he and his team faced as
they reduced the sport’s spectacle with their metro-
nomic excellence and supremacy.

“If I take myself out of the Mercedes standpoint,
of course, as a fan you want variability and unpre-
dictability,” he said. “We all enjoyed Liverpool com-
ing back strong as they did and Spurs making it
against all odds.

“I had my laptop on my knees watching the game
when we saw they were beating Barcelona! But,
where we are now, it cannot be our objective.

“And, I feel, it’s also bad karma if we were to think
that we are now really walking on water - then, the
next week, you are going to get one in the face for
sure ...

“We have had five fantastic performances, but
we’re not taking it for granted. Next week is going to
be a tremendous challenge for us. We’ve not per-
formed well in Monaco these last years.”  —AFP


