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A senior Iranian lawmaker said “saboteurs
from a third country” could be behind it, after
saying on Sunday the incident showed the
security of Gulf states was fragile.

Highlighting international concerns, Britain’s
Foreign Minister Jeremy Hunt warned of the
risks of “a conflict happening by accident” with
an unintended escalation between Washington
and Tehran over an unravelling nuclear deal.
Washington withdrew last year from a 2015
pact between Iran and global powers aimed at
reining in Tehran’s nuclear plans. Since then, the
United States has ratcheted up sanctions on
Iran, saying it wanted to reduce its oil exports
to zero.

Chokepoint
A fifth of global oil consumption passes

through the Strait of Hormuz from Middle East
crude producers to major markets in Asia,
Europe, North America and beyond. The nar-
row waterway separates Iran from the Arabian
Peninsula. Iran’s Revolutionary Guards, desig-
nated a terrorist organization by the United
States, threatened last month to close the
chokepoint if Tehran was barred from using it.

Oil prices rose yesterday, with Brent crude
futures at $71.71 a barrel by 0912 GMT, up
$1.09. Saudi Energy Minister Khalid al-Falih
said that one of the two Saudi vessels was
attacked in the UAE economic zone on its way

to be loaded with Saudi crude from Ras Tanura
port for delivery to state-owned Aramco’s cus-
tomers in the United States.

The attack did not cause any casualties or an
oil spill but caused significant damage to the
vessels’ structures, he said in a statement.
Trading and shipping sources identified the
Saudi vessels as very large crude carrier
(VLCC) tanker Amjad and crude tanker Al
Marzoqah, both owned by Saudi shipping firm
Bahri, which did not respond to a Reuters
request for comment.

The UAE Foreign Ministry had said there
were no casualties and the Fujairah port opera-
tions were normal. An investigation was
launched in coordination with international
authorities, it said, calling on global powers to
prevent any parties trying to harm maritime
safety and security. Gulf stock markets fell yes-
terday, with the index in Dubai, the region’s
trade and business hub, down 2.6% and the
Saudi index down over 2%.

Kuwait condemns attacks 
Meanwhile, Kuwait yesterday voiced “strong

condemnation” of vandalism acts that targeted
four ships near the UAE territorial waters late
Sunday. A source at the Ministry of Foreign
affairs, in a statement, branded the act as “crimi-
nal”, as it is seen as a blatant breach of interna-
tional law and an escalation of tensions in the
region; jeopardizing its safety, as well as the one
of maritime traffic and the overall world trade and
energy supply. Such act must be internationally
encountered in a swift manner in order to limit its
serious aftershocks, the source said in a state-
ment. Kuwait reaffirms its supportive stance with
the UAE to secure its stability and maintain its
sovereignty, concluded the statement. 

Sunni Muslim allies Saudi Arabia and the
UAE have backed US sanctions against Shiite
Iran, a fellow OPEC producer but regional foe.
After the United States ended all sanctions
waivers that had allowed some nations to con-
tinue importing Iranian crude, Washington said
Riyadh and Abu Dhabi would help compensate
for any shortage in oil supply.

Falih said the attack aimed to undermine
maritime freedom and the security of oil sup-
plies to consumers worldwide. “The internation-
al community has a joint responsibility to pro-
tect the safety of maritime navigation and the
security of oil tankers, to mitigate against the
adverse consequences of such incidents on
energy markets and the danger they pose to the
global economy,” he said.

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Abbas
Mousavi said the incident “has a negative
impact on maritime transportation security” and
asked regional countries to be “vigilant against
destabilizing plots of foreign agents”, the semi-
official ISNA news agency reported. The US
Maritime Administration said in an advisory on
Sunday that incidents off Fujairah, one of the
seven emirates that make up the UAE, had not
been confirmed and urged caution.

The Maritime Administration had said ear-
lier this month that US commercial ships
including oil tankers sailing through Middle
East waterways could be targeted by Iran in
one of the threats to US interests posed by
Tehran. Washington said it was sending a US
aircraft carrier and other forces to the
Middle East due to what it said were Iranian
threats, while Tehran has called the US mili-
tary presence “a target” rather than a threat.
Iran has said it would not allow its oil exports
to be halted. —  Agencies 

Saudi tankers
hit by ‘sabotage...

CAIRO: Muslim believers gather before breaking their fast at the Al-Azhar mosque as they mark the 1079th anniversary of the establishment of the mosque, during the holy month of Ramadan in Egypt’s capital Cairo. Egypt’s Al-Azhar is
the Sunni Muslim world’s foremost religious institution. — AFP 

SEOUL: Cho Min-kyong boasts an engi-
neering degree from one of South Korea’s
top universities, a school design award
and a near-perfect score in her English
proficiency test. But she had all but given
up hope of finding a job when all her 10
applications, including one to Hyundai
Motor Co, were rejected in 2016. Help
came unexpectedly from neighboring
Japan six months later: Cho got job offers
from Nissan Motor Co and two other
Japanese companies after a job fair host-
ed by the South Korean government to
match the country’s skilled labor with
overseas employers.

“It’s not that I wasn’t good enough.
There are just too many job seekers like me,
that’s why everyone just fails,” said the 27-
year-old, who now works in Atsugi, an hour
southwest of Tokyo, as a car seat engineer
for Nissan. “There are numerous more
opportunities outside Korea.” Facing an
unprecedented job crunch at home, many
young South Koreans are now signing up
for government-sponsored programs
designed to find overseas positions for a
growing number of jobless college gradu-
ates in Asia’s fourth largest economy.

State-run programs such as K-move,
rolled out to connect young Koreans to

“quality jobs” in 70 countries, found over-
seas jobs for 5,783 graduates last year,
more than triple the number in 2013, its first
year. Almost one-third went to Japan, which
is undergoing a historic labor shortage with
unemployment at a 26-year low, while a
quarter went to the United States, where
the jobless rate dropped to the lowest in
nearly half a century in April.

There are no strings attached. Unlike
similar programs in places such as
Singapore that come with an obligation to
return and work for the government for up
to six years, attendees of South Korea’s
programs are neither required to return, nor
work for the state in the future. “Brain drain
isn’t the government’s immediate worry.
Rather, it’s more urgent to prevent them
from sliding into poverty” even if it means
pushing them abroad, said Kim Chul-ju,
deputy dean at the Asian Development
Bank Institute.

In 2018, South Korea generated the
smallest number of jobs since the global
financial crisis, only 97,000. Nearly one in
five young Koreans was out of work as of
2013, higher than the average 16 percent
among the member countries of the
Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development. In March, one in every

four Koreans in the 15-29 age group was
not employed either by choice or due to the
lack of jobs, according to government data.

Labor mismatch
While India and other countries face

similar challenges in creating jobs for skilled
labor, the dominance of family-run con-
glomerates known as chaebol makes South
Korea uniquely vulnerable. The top 10 con-
glomerates including world-class brands
such as Samsung and Hyundai, make up half
of South Korea’s total market capitalization.
But only 13 percent of the country’s work-
force is employed by firms with more than
250 employees, the second lowest after
Greece in the OECD, and far below the 47
percent in Japan.

“The big companies have mastered a
business model to survive without boost-
ing hiring,” as labour costs rise and firing
legacy workers remains difficult, said Kim
So-young, an economics professor at
Seoul National University. Yet while
increasing numbers of college graduates
are moving overseas for work, South
Korea is bringing in more foreigners to
solve another labor problem - an acute
shortage of blue collar workers.

South Korea has the most highly edu-

cated youth in the OECD, with three-quar-
ters of high school students going to col-
lege, compared with the average of 44.5
percent. “South Korea is paying the price
for its overprotection of top-tier jobs and
education fervor that produced a flood of
people wanting only that small number of
top jobs,” said Ban Ga-woon, a labor mar-
ket researcher at state-run Korea
Research Institute for Vocational
Education & Training.

Even amid a glut of over-educated and
under-employed graduates, most refuse to
“get their hands dirty”, says Lim Chae-
wook, who manages a factory making cable
trays that employs 90 people in Ansan,
southwest of Seoul. “Locals simply don’t
want this job cause they think its degrading,
so we’re forced to hire a lot of foreign
workers,” Lim said, pointing to nearly two
dozens workers from the Philippines,
Vietnam and China working in safety masks
behind welding machines.

In the southwestern city of Gwangju,
Kim Yong-gu, the chief executive of Kia
Motor supplier Hyundai Hitech, says foreign
workers are more expensive but he has no
choice as he can’t find enough locals to fill
vacancies. “We pay for accommodation,
meals and other utility costs in order not to

lose them to another factory,” said Kim. Out
of a staff of 70, 13 are Indonesian nationals,
who sleep and eat at a building next to his
factory.

No happy ending for everyone
For those who escaped Korea’s tough

job market, not all has been rosy. Several
people who found overseas jobs with gov-
ernment help say they ended up taking
menial work, such as dishwashing in
Taiwan and meat processing in rural
Australia, or were misinformed about pay
and conditions. Lee Sun-hyung, a 30-year
old athletics major, used K-move to go to
Sydney to work as a swim coach in 2017
but earned less than $A600 ($419) a
month, one-third what her government
handlers told her in Seoul.

“It wasn’t what I had hoped for. I could
not even afford to pay rent,” said Lee, who
ended up cleaning windows at a fashion
store part-time before she returned home
broke less than a year later. Officials say
they are making a “black list” of employers
and improving the vetting process to pre-
vent recurrence of such cases. The labour
ministry also established a “support and
reporting centre” to better respond to
problems.— Reuters

S Korea latest big export: 
Jobless college graduates

NEW DELHI: New Delhi suffered a
rare summer air pollution alert yesterday
as dust storms and heat over northern
India took smog to hazardous levels. The
world’s most polluted capital city is
blanketed in a toxic smog of car fumes,
agricultural smoke and factory waste
most winters, but it is less severe in
summer months.  

Yesterday, the Indian government’s air
quality index hit “very poor” with PM 2.5
particles, the most harmful, at 154 micro-
grams per cubic meter, five times the nor-
mal safe level. Clouds of dust swirled
around the streets and many people
brought out masks generally used in win-
ter. “Right now we are in the thunderstorm

season. High speed winds are raising a lot
of dust but we think it is only transient and
will change in a day or two, when it rains,”
V K Soni, an India Meteorological
Department official, told AFP.

Pollution levels started rising the day
after a top minister promised that Delhi’s
air would be clean in three years because
of action taken by the government. “Our
government has done 100 per cent cor-
ruption-free, transparent, time-bound,
result-oriented and quality work and that
is why Delhi will be free of air and water
pollution in the next three years,”
Transport and Water Resources Minister
Nitin Gadkari told an election-campaign
press conference last Thursday. — AFP

New Delhi hit by rare
summer air pollution alert

NEW DELHI: An Indian commuter drives along a busy road as he wears a
mask during a polluted day in New Delhi yesterday. — AFP 


