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WELLINGTON: New Zealand’s leader Jacinda Arden will
demand action to curb online extremism, citing the worst
mass killing in her country’s recent history at a summit of
world leaders and tech firms in Paris yesterday A self-
described white supremacist killed 51 Muslims in the
Christchurch mosque attacks on 15 March. During the
assault the man wore a head-mounted camera, broadcast-
ing his actions online. Arden has been the driving force
behind the Paris summit, co-hosted with French President
Emmanuel Macron, following the tragedy. 

Participants will be asked to commit to a “Christchurch
Call” pledge - named after the city - designed to eliminate
terrorist and violent extremist content online. Ardern said
the Christchurch massacre underlined “a horrifying new
trend” in extremist atrocities. “It was designed to be broad-
cast on the internet. The entire event was livestreamed... the
scale of this horrific video’s reach was staggering,” she said
in an opinion piece for the New York Times.

Ardern said Facebook removed 1.5 million copies of the
video within 24 hours of the attack, but she still found her-
self among those who inadvertently saw the footage when
it auto-played on their social media feeds. Since the attack,

Ardern has strongly criticized tech giants for not doing
enough to combat online extremism. Attendees at the Paris
summit reportedly include heads of state or government
from Britain, Canada, Ireland, Norway, Jordan, Senegal,
Indonesia. Top executives from Twitter, Microsoft Google
and Amazon will also attend.

But New Zealand media reported that Facebook boss
Mark Zuckerberg will not be there - instead sending the
company’s vice president of global affairs and communica-
tions, former British deputy prime minister Nick Clegg.
Running alongside the G7’s “Tech for Humanity” meeting
in the French capital, Ardern said the Christchurch Call
was a voluntary code aimed to stop terrorist content being
uploaded to social media platforms.

“(We’re) asking both nations and private corporations
to make changes to prevent the posting of terrorist con-
tent online, to ensure its efficient and fast removal and to
prevent the use of live-streaming as a tool for broadcast-
ing terrorist attacks,” she said. She added: “This is not
about undermining or limiting freedom of speech. It is
about these companies and how they operate.”

While some - such as Zuckerberg - have called for bet-

ter regulation to address the issue, Ardern said govern-
ments could not succeed without help from the tech sec-
tor. “Practical outcomes are what we’re seeking from this
work,” she told New Zealand’s Newshub. “Not just gov-
ernments regulating, but actually tech companies taking
ownership and responsibility over their platforms and the
technological solutions that they hold the key to.” Ardern
said New Zealand had been “left reeling” by the
Christchurch massacre, and it wanted to prevent similar
atrocities happening elsewhere. “We have a reluctant duty
of care, a responsibility that we now find ourselves hold-
ing,” she said. “That is what we will be taking forward this
week in Paris.” 

Meanwhile, a judicial inquiry into whether New
Zealand’s police and intelligence services could have pre-
vented the Christchurch mosque attacks began taking evi-
dence yesterday. The royal commission - the most powerful
judicial probe available under New Zealand law - will
examine events leading up to the attack. “This is a critical
part of our ongoing response to the attack - the commis-
sion’s findings will help to ensure such an attack never hap-
pens here again,” Ardern said. New Zealand’s spy agencies

have faced criticism in the wake of the attack for concen-
trating on the threat from Islamic militants while underesti-
mating the danger posed by rightwing extremism. The
Christchurch victims were all Muslims and the massacre
was allegedly carried out by a white supremacist fixated on
the belief that there was an Islamist plot to “invade”
Western countries. The commission is jointly headed by
Supreme Court judge William Young and former diplomat
Jacqui Caine. It is due to report its findings by Dec 10,
although it may release interim recommendations before
then if it regards them as crucial to public safety. 

Australian Brenton Tarrant, 28, a self-avowed white
supremacist, has been charged over the attacks and is
currently undergoing psychiatric testing to determine if
he is mentally fit to stand trial. The royal commission will
examine Tarrant’s activities before the attack, including
how he obtained a gun license, weapons and ammunition,
and his use of social media. Since the attacks, the govern-
ment has tightened the country’s gun laws and is review-
ing legislation dealing with hate speech, as well as pres-
suring social media giants to do more to combat online
extremism. — AFP 
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News in brief

Argentine lawmaker dies of wounds 
BUENOS AIRES: An Argentine lawmaker died yes-
terday of gunshot wounds he suffered last week in a
daylight attack outside the Congress building in
Buenos Aires. The death of Hector Olivares, 61, was
announced by his ruling party coalition, called
Cambiemos. Six people have been detained, includ-
ing two men arrested Friday for the shooting which
happened a day earlier and left Marcelo Yadon, a
civil servant, dead at the scene. He had been walking
with Olivares. Yadon, 58, was hit five times at close
range as he walked in a square in front of the
National Congress with Olivares, a childhood friend.
Press reports in Argentina have said the motive may
have been linked to a relationship that Yadon was
having with a much younger daughter of one of the
assailants. — AFP 

Peru police clash with lynch mob 
LIMA: Fourteen Peruvian police officers were
injured Sunday in clashes with stick-wielding and
rock-throwing villagers trying to lynch a man sus-
pected of raping and killing two young girls, the
Interior Ministry said. The violence unfolded outside
a police station in the town of Andahuaylas in the
southeast of the country. The hundreds-strong mob
was trying to get at a 23-year-old man identified as
Maicol Oscco, who was arrested overnight in con-
nection with the rape and murder of two girls, aged
10 and 11, who were reported missing last week.
Police fired tear gas to disperse the crowd on
Sunday. The Interior Ministry issued a statement
urging people not to try to take justice into their
own hands. Colonel Alejandro Castillo, a regional
police chief, told reporters that Oscco confessed to
killing the girls. — AFP 

Quakes in Panama leave 5 injured
PANAMA CITY: A 6.1-magnitude earthquake hit
Panama on Sunday, injuring at least five people and
causing damage to businesses and homes, officials
said. The strong quake struck at a depth of 37 km in
the far west of the country near the Costa Rican
border, according to the US Geological Survey. It
was followed by a smaller 5.4-magnitude quake in
Colon province, on central Panama’s Caribbean
coast, according to the country’s National Civil
Protection System (Sinaproc). Five people were
injured in the first quake, which hit 22 km from the
town of Puerto Armuelles, said Sinaproc. Four
homes were damaged, including two that collapsed,
it said. The second quake occurred late Sunday and
was not related to the afternoon quake near Puerto
Armuelles, Sinaproc said. — AFP 

Secretive British 
billionaire sues 
over French play 
CAEN, France: A court in northern France yesterday
was to begin hearing a case brought by one of the
secretive Barclay brothers, who own the Daily
Telegraph and the Ritz Hotel, claiming he was
defamed in a play by a French writer. David Barclay,
who shares along with his twin brother Frederick an
estimated fortune of £8 billion ($10.4 billion), is suing
playwright Hedi Tillette de Clermont-Tonnerre for
violation of privacy and defamation.

The court in the city of Caen was due to hear the
case, which was filed in June 2018, from 1200 GMT in
a case expected to last several months. If the court
rules in favor of David Barclay, the play could be
banned from performance and the theatres that per-
formed it forced to pay damages of tens of thousands
of euros. The play, “Les Deux Freres et les lions”
(“The Two Brothers and the Lions”), was performed
at the 150-seat Theatre de Poche in Paris up to March
31 this year and was critically acclaimed.

The play does not mention the Barclay brothers
directly. But it does not take much effort to see paral-
lels with the pair who built a vast property and media
empire after being born into a modest Scottish fami-
ly. “The irresistible rise of two Scottish immigrants.
This tale tells the rise two twins who came from a
poor background to have at the end of the 20th cen-
tury one of the biggest fortunes of Great Britain,” the
theatre says of the play. According to the latest rich
list published by The Sunday Times this month, the
twins are the 17th richest people in Britain, with a
fortune of £8 billion.

‘Freedom of expression’ 
The defense argues the play’s aim was to shed

light on the continued use of feudal law from the
mediaeval Norman era in the Channel Islands off the
northern coast of France, which are self-governing
dependencies of Britain. The brothers live part of the
time in a vast mock Gothic castle on the Channel
Island of Brecqhou, neighboring the island of Sark,
and are known to fiercely defend their privacy, often
through legal action.

Ahead of the hearing, Clermont-Tonnerre, 44, told
AFP that “in France there is complete freedom to talk
about public figures. “We are in the country of
Voltaire, it is a case of freedom of expression,” he
added, referring to the great 18th-century French
writer. He described the case as “extraordinary”, pit-
ting one of the richest individuals in Britain against a
“play which played in a small Paris theatre”.

According to defense documents, the playwright
only drew inspiration from well-known aspects of
David Barclay’s life and almost all the elements in the
play “are all fictional and imagined by the author”.
Tillette de Clermont-Tonnerre “respected a distance
between the text and the reality”, it said, emphasising
that this was theatre which made clear it belonged to
the realm of the story. — AFP

Putin extols ‘hockey
diplomacy’, falls on ice
MOSCOW: Kremlin chief Vladimir Putin praised “hockey
diplomacy” as he scored nine goals in a game with his
allies and Russian stars but fell on his face after the match.
“It brings people closer,” Putin told reporters during the
hockey match, in footage broadcast on television Sunday
evening. “This always helps.” Wearing his traditional No.
11 jersey, the Russian president on Friday took to the ice
for an exhibition game at the Bolshoi Ice Arena in the
Black Sea resort of Sochi.

The sports-mad 66-year-old leader, who has done a
lot to promote a healthy lifestyle in Russia, said hockey
was outside of politics and helped foster ties between
statesmen. In the past, the Kremlin chief took to the
ice with Finnish President Sauli Niinisto and often
plays with Belarusian hockey-crazed strongman
Alexander Lukashenko. Putin said he could not even
stand on ice several years ago and learned to skate by
clutching a chair.

Skating alongside Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu and
Russian hockey stars such as Pavel Bure and Slava Fetisov,
Putin scored nine goals, leading his team to a 14-7 win in
the gala match of the Night Hockey League, the Kremlin
said. The opposing side was made up of prominent ama-
teurs including Gennady Timchenko, a billionaire Putin
associate who is under US sanctions. After the match

Putin took a victory lap to greet the cheering crowd but
fell on his face after apparently tripping over a red carpet
on the ice rink. Two of his teammates rushed to help the
president but Putin quickly stood up without assistance.

The Kremlin made no mention of Putin’s fall but video
footage showing the mishap went viral on social media

and unleashed a frenzy. “It was not a fall. It was a negative
ascent,” quipped one Twitter user, making fun of
Kremlin’s whitewashing attempts. “The hockey gates that
captured the president’s goals have been nominated for
the post of Saratov governor,” tweeted prominent anti-
Kremlin blogger StalinGulag. — AFP 

SOCHI, Russia: Russian President Vladimir Putin (left) greets spectators during the Night Hockey League gala ice hockey
match at the Bolshoy Ice Dome on May 10, 2019. — AFP 

Ex-Armenia
prez on trial,
rejects ‘coup’
charges 
YEREVAN: Armenia’s jailed former
president went on trial yesterday over
what prosecutors describe as a coup
that led to bloody protests but he
insists is a politically motivated case.
Robert Kocharyan led the ex-Soviet
nation for a decade up to 2008 when
his hand-picked ally Serzh Sarkisian
was elected. He stands accused of tip-
ping those presidential polls in
Sarkisian’s favor and faces charges of
“overthrowing the constitutional order”.

Dozens of Kocharyan’s supporters
rallied yesterday outside the Yerevan
city court, holding placards that read
“Kocharyan is a political prisoner”
and “Political vendetta.” Hearings
started at 1000 GMT in a tiny court-
room packed with journalists. Dressed

in a grey business suit, Kocharyan
looked unperturbed and smiled at
supporters in the audience who
shouted “Freedom”.

The 64-year-old told AFP the case
was brought against him because of
new leadership that pushed out his
successor in a popular uprising last
year. “What is happening to me is
nothing less than lawlessness,” he told
AFP from prison in written comments
sent via representatives. “The current
Armenian political authorities have
declared me guilty, and the judicial
system now serves this political mas-
ter.” The former head of state faces up
to 15 years behind bars if convicted.

After the 2008 election, tensions
erupted into violent clashes between
riot police and supporters of the
defeated opposition candidate, who
denounced the vote as fraudulent.
Eight protesters and two officers
were killed. Sarkisian led the South
Caucasus nation until April last year
when he was forced to resign because
of mass protests against his rule,
spearheaded by current Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

In 2009, Pashinyan was arrested

for organizing the 2008 post-elec-
toral protests and sentenced to seven
years in prison, but was released on a
2011 amnesty. Kocharyan was arrest-
ed in July last year, then briefly
released but re-arrested again in
December and has since then
remained in pre-trial detention. “I was
a non-partisan president who acted
without favor or prejudice,”
Kocharyan told AFP. Defense lawyer
Hayk Alumyan told AFP that “the
immediate goal... is to obtain his
release from pre-trial detention”.
“The entire process may take several
years,” he added. — AFP

Europe warns US 
against escalation 
as tensions mount
BRUSSELS: Europe yesterday urged the US not to further
escalate tensions over the Iran nuclear deal, with Britain
issuing a stark warning of the risk of conflict erupting “by
accident” in the Gulf. US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
made a last-minute visit to Brussels where he met his
counterparts from Britain, France and Germany - the three
European signatories to the 2015 accord that curbed Iran’s
nuclear ambitions in return for sanctions relief - on the
sidelines of a regular EU foreign ministers’ gathering.

Iran last week announced it was suspending some of its
commitments under the agreement, a year after US
President Donald Trump withdrew from the accord and
imposed swingeing sanctions on the Islamic republic -
putting the deal in peril. Adding a military dimension to the
diplomatic tensions, Washington is sending an amphibious
assault ship and a Patriot missile battery to the Gulf, hav-
ing already deployed an aircraft carrier and B-52 bombers.

Pompeo’s visit to Brussels was announced at the last
minute and if he came hoping for a show of transatlantic
unity against Iran, he was disappointed, with Britain,
France and Germany all publicly criticising the hardline US
approach. German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas said
Berlin “still regards this nuclear agreement as the basis for
Iran not having any nuclear weapons in the future and we
regard this as existential for our security”.

Maas said he used his one-on-one meeting with
Pompeo to stress that “we are concerned about the devel-
opment and the tensions in the region, that we do not want

there to be a military escalation”. As he arrived for the
talks, British foreign minister Hunt called for “a period of
calm” and bluntly warned of the danger of pushing Iran
back towards developing nuclear weapons. “We are very
worried about the risk of a conflict happening by accident
with an escalation that is unintended on either side but
ends with some kind of conflict,” Hunt said.

“Most of all we must make sure we don’t end up putting
Iran back on the path to re-nuclearization, because if Iran
becomes a nuclear power its neighbors are likely to want
to become nuclear powers. This is already the most unsta-
ble region in the world and it would be a massive step in
the wrong direction.”

The European Union’s diplomatic chief Federica
Mogherini stressed the need for dialogue as “the only and
the best way to address differences and avoid escalation”
in the region. “We continue to fully support the nuclear
deal with Iran, its full implementation,” Mogherini said. “It
has been and continues to be for us a key element of the
non-proliferation architecture both globally and in the
region.” French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian
joined the criticism of the US saying Washington’s move to
step up sanctions against Iran “does not suit us”.

‘Nuclear bomb’ 
Mogherini chaired a meeting of the so-called E3 -

Britain, France and Germany - to discuss efforts to keep
the deal going, including the special trade mechanism
called INSTEX the trio set up to try to enable legitimate
trade with Iran to continue without falling foul of US
sanctions. INSTEX was launched in January but is still
not operational and has been dismissed scornfully by the
Iranian senior leadership. Mogherini gave a chilly
response to news of Pompeo’s visit, which she said was
only communicated to Brussels at the last minute. “We’ll
be here all day with a busy agenda so we’ll see during

the day how and if we manage to arrange a meeting,” she
told reporters.

President Hassan Rouhani issued an ultimatum to the
Europeans last week threatening that Iran would go fur-
ther if they fail to deliver sanctions relief to counterbalance
Trump’s renewed assault on the Iranian economy within
60 days. The European powers rejected that ultimatum.
The US has continued to build pressure on Iran, with
Pompeo accusing Tehran of planning “imminent” attacks
and bolstering the military presence in the Gulf. Pompeo’s
visit to Brussels means he is scrapping a stop expected
yesterday in Moscow. But he will still head to the Russian
Black Sea resort of Sochi today to meet President Vladimir
Putin and Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, a State
Department official added just before Pompeo left
Washington. — AFP 

YEREVAN: Armenia’s ex-president
Robert Kocharyan attends a hearing
at a court yesterday. — AFP 

BRUSSELS: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo (left) meets
Britain’s Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt at the European
Council yesterday. — AFP 


