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Companies must hire Kuwaiti auditors;
move to create nearly 16,000 jobs

Education ministry lays off third batch of expats effective July

3

By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Salel

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce and
Industry (MoCI) issued a decision mandat-
ing all insurance companies, insurance bro-
kers, companies practicing real estate bro-
kerage, real estate offices dealing with gold
and precious metals and money exchange
companies to appoint Kuwait auditors
effective Jan 1, 2020 to fight money launder-
ing. Al-Qabas daily had reported yesterday
that the move is expected to generate nearly
16,000 job opportunities for Kuwaiti job-
seekers in the private sector.

And in another decision that goes in line
with the ‘Kuwaitization’ policy, the Ministry
of Education (MoE) has decided to lay off a
third batch of expats effective July, said
informed educational sources, noting that
the majority of those to be terminated work
for Hawally and Farwaniya educational gov-
ernorates, and that lists of the suggested
names had been submitted to minister Al-
Azmi for approval to proceed with the poli-
cy of replacing expats with citizens. 

In the meantime, state departments seem
to be continuing the replacement policy in
various fields, hiring more Kuwaiti advisors

specialized in IT systems to replace expats.
Informed sources said the finance ministry
approved a request by a government body
to adjust the value of a tender to provide IT
advisors to become KD 1.5 million, provided
the body coordinates with the Civil Service
Commission and Kuwaitize these positions. 

In a separate education concern, the
Central Agency for Public Tenders agreed to
extend a contract on fixing, operating and
maintaining various air conditioners, cool-
ing, heating and ventilation devices in
schools in Jahra educational zone from
March 31 till June 30, 2019 at a total cost of
KD 58,444,748. 

Data statements
The Public Authority for Manpower

invited employers and authorized signato-
ries to submit their endorsed data state-
ments within 90 days ending Aug 14, 2019
to avoid suspending transactions of their
companies. The manpower authority’s public
relations manager and official spokesperson
Aseel Al-Mazyad said the authority had
previously announced openings to receive
employers’ data through its website
http://www.manpower.gov.kw. 

Excellent performance bonuses 
The Secretariat General of the Supreme

Council for Planning and Development fin-
ished preparing lists with 300 names of its
employees to be paid excellent performance
bonuses, said assistant secretary general for
administrative and financial affairs Eman Al-
Mutairi, noting that a nearly KD 240,000 in
bonuses will be paid within a few days. 

Drug prices
Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-

Sabah announced reducing the prices of 291
drugs by up to 50 percent, explaining that
the new prices were set upon recommenda-
tions made by the GCC drug pricing com-
mittee. He noted that the new prices will go
into effect at private pharmacies 30 days
after publishing the resolution in the official
gazette. Health Ministry’s assistant under-
secretary for medicine and food control Dr
Abdullah Monjed Al-Bader said reductions
will continue side by side with periodic
inspection of medicines, namely those for
chronic diseases. 

Delayed payment
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs and

Minister of State for Municipal Affairs Fahad
Al-Shula formed a special committee to
investigate the delay in paying the salaries
of cleaning workers at the Quran affairs sec-
tor for four months, said informed sources,
noting that the committee’s tenure will be of
two months, after which it will report back
to the minister.

Different IDs
The Ministry of Social Affairs’s charities

department withdrew the IDs of 32 repre-

sentatives working in the 16th Ramadan
donation collection program after finding
the same representatives hold different IDs
from different charities, which is against
regulations. 

Car fire
A vehicle caught fire yesterday along

King Fahd Expressway, Kuwait Fire Service
Directorate said in a statement, noting that
firemen rushed to the scene and managed to
control the fire without any casualties. 

KUWAIT: The Imam Al-Sadeq Mosque seen after the suicide attack. — KUNA photos The interior of the Imam Al-Sadeq Mosque after the attack.

KUWAIT: Kuwaitis remember with grief the terrorist
suicidal attack against Imam Al-Sadeq Mosque in
Kuwait City, but also remember how national unity pre-
vailed. A suicide bomber identified as Fahad Al-Qabba,
on the 9th day of Ramadan, corresponding June 26,
2015, detonated explosives he was wearing among
Muslim worshippers performing Friday prayers at Imam
Al-Sadeq Mosque. The deadly attack, which killed 26
people and injured 227 others, brought Kuwaitis
together against this terrorist bombing and showed that
people of Kuwait were united against any attempt tar-
geting their unity.

Kuwaitis will also remember how His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
rushed to the scene of the attack despite security con-
cerns, and stating that those who passed away were his
sons. In yet another sign of solidarity, thousands of
Kuwaitis and expatriates bid farewell for the deceased
while being laid at their final place. A mourning was
held at the state Grand Mosque and attended by His
Highness the Amir, His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah and senior state officials. His Highness

the Amir honored families of the deceased, considering
them martyrs. His Highness the Amir also ordered the

Amiri Diwan to renovate Imam Al-Sadeq Mosque,
attending the official reopening. — KUNA

Kuwaitis remember
how mosque bombing
boosted unity

Police secure the place following the attack.

KUWAIT: A soldier escaped an attempt to kidnap
him by an unidentified person, and was injured while
resisting. The soldier was exercising in Jahra when a
man attacked him in an attempt to kidnap him, but his
resistance thwarted the suspect, who fled. The victim
was taken to Jahra Hospital, where he was treated,
then went to the police station, where he lodged a
complaint.

Policeman attacked
An Egyptian man was detained for attacking a

policeman who prevented him from filming a Salmiya
mosque. The policeman was guarding the mosque and
noticed the man filming during taraweeh prayers, so
the policeman asked him to stop. But the man
exchanged words with him, then attacked him.

Forged passports
Police authorities arrested six Sri Lankans includ-

ing three women who arrived in the country. Each of
them had three passports, 12 of which were forged,
and were about to leave for Britain. Police received
tips from sources and arrested them in the transit hall.
They were searched, and it was found that each of
them held genuine Sri Lankan passports, forged
Indian passports and forged Malaysian passports
with forged British visas. The six persons were arrest-
ed and face legal action.

Eating in public
A Kuwaiti and a Syrian did not respect the sanctity

of Ramadan, ate in public and behaved recklessly.
When a police officer attempted to stop them, he was
run over and sustained bruises. The two were showing
off near the Catholic Church in Salhiya and endan-
gered the lives of those around them. The driver was
arrested along with the other person. Both were in an
abnormal condition and in possession of two tablets. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Rai

Soldier escaped
kidnap attempt 

By B Izzak 

KUWAIT: The national assembly is set
to discuss today whether to go ahead
with debating a grilling against Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Sabah over alleged government failure to
implement development programs and
other charges.

The grilling was filed by opposition
MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari  who
charged the prime minister of failing to
perform his job as the head of the coun-
cil of ministers which is responsible for
drawing and implementing public poli-
cies and development plans.

A grilling against the premier several
weeks ago by MPs Mohammad Al-
Mutair and Shuaib Al-Muwaizri was sent
to the assembly legal and legislative
committee which ruled that the grilling
breached the constitution. Based on the
committee decision, the national assem-
bly scrapped the grilling and rejected its
debate. It was unclear if the assembly

will follow the same procedure especial-
ly with the government having enough
support to take whatever decision it
deems suitable.

But Kandari’s grilling was backed by
strong constitutional arguments that the
prime minister is responsible for the
issues and allegations he is making in the
grilling. In the grilling, the lawmaker also
insisted that the prime minister is
responsible for the failure of the govern-
ment to implement key policies on cor-
recting the demographic structure which
resulted in expatriates reaching 3.36 mil-
lion against just 1.4 million citizens. He
insisted that the prime minister is
responsible for the council of ministers’
conceding parts of its responsibilities
like allowing the Amiri Diwan to carry
out key projects that are essentially the
work of the government.

Kandari charged that the council of
ministers under Sheikh Jaber had failed
to implement the necessary policies to
cut spending and also failed to safeguard

national unity and identity with regards
to the controversial issue of using illegal
methods to get Kuwaiti citizenship. The
assembly is also expected to decide
whether to discuss a draft law calling to
impose a five-percent tax on the remit-
tances of expatriates living and working
in the country. MP Khalil Al-Saleh col-
lected signatures of several MPs to
accord this bill priority in discussion
especially that this week’s assembly ses-

sions will be the last during the month of
Ramadan and most of sessions after the
holy month will be allocated to debating
budgets.

MP Bader Al-Mulla in the meantime
said yesterday that he will file to grill
Finance Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf after
Eid Al-Fitr on issues like public debt, the
sovereign wealth fund, customs and the
social security institution. He said that
another MP may take part in the grilling.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Food and Relief Bank signed a strategic
partnership agreement with the UAE Food Bank in an
effort to promote community responsibility and hunger
eradication principles around the world. Kuwait Food and
Relief Bank said in a statement on Sunday that the agree-
ment stipulated cooperation in the preservation of food
from waste and to deliver food to those in need both inside
and outside Kuwait. The statement noted that the deal was
made, on the sidelines of a delegation visit by Kuwait Food
Bank to UAE, which was also to participate in the launch
of Ras Al-Khaimah Food Bank and Ajman Food Bank in the
presence of officials and leaders from both sides as part of
the frameworks to strengthen cooperation with food banks
in the Gulf and the Islamic world.

Meanwhile, Kuwait Food Bank Deputy Chairman
Mishal Al-Ansari praised the role played by UAE Food
Bank in supporting the operation of food banks to reduce
food waste and provide excess for human consumption to
needy families in accordance with the international mecha-
nisms and operations in charity field, especially in relation
to food preservation and packaging in accordance with
the requirements and standards of food hygiene and safe-
ty. Ansari pointed out that the Kuwaiti Food Bank is con-
sidered one of the first charitable bodies that applies inter-
national standards in the preservation of surplus of foods
and storing them for those in need, including training vol-
unteers to store foods according to health and safety stan-
dards. Ansari expressed pleasure to visit UAE and sign
such partnership that are in line with Kuwait’s vision and
the humanitarian field. Kuwait Food and Relief Bank is
working with food banks across the Islamic world to cre-
ate a consortium of international banks to complement its
vision and influence a world without hunger. — KUNA
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