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Amir, Crown Prince praise Zakat
House’s leading role in philanthropy

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Minister of Social Affairs Saad Al-Kharraz, along with members of Kuwait Association of Accountants and Auditors. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets with Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Fahad Al-Shula
and Chairman of Zakat House Mohammad Al-Otaibi.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets
with Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Fahad Al-Shula and Chairman
of Zakat House Mohammad Al-Otaibi.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah meets with Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Fahad Al-Shula
and Chairman of Zakat House Mohammad Al-Otaibi.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received at Bayan Palace yesterday
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs and
Minister of Municipal Affairs Fahad Al-
Shula and Chairman of Zakat House
Mohammad Al-Otaibi, on the occasion of
the Kuwait Zakat House’s honoring during
the second Organization of Islamic
Cooperation Festival in Dubai in 2019. His
Highness the Amir praised the Zakat House
for this achievement, lauded its leading role
in philanthropy and wished them further
success.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah also
received Minister Shula and the Chairman
of Zakat House. His Highness the Crown
Prince congratulated them on this honor
and praised the organization’s effort in
defending the Islamic issues and consoli-
dating the values of peace. His Highness
also praised the role of Zakat House as one
of the leading institutions in the fields of
philanthropy and development thanks to its
humanitarian contributions to many coun-
tries of the world. Later yesterday, His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber

Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah met with
Minister Shula and the Chairman of Zakat
House.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir
received Minister of Social Affairs Saad Al-
Kharraz, accompanied by members of
Kuwait Association of Accountants and
Auditors, who gave His Highness a demon-
stration about the association’s goals, role
and latest achievements in supporting the
economic and financial fields. Also yester-
day, His Highness the Amir and His Highness
the Crown Prince separately received
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-

Ghanem.
In other news, His Highness the Amir

sent a condolence cable to Burkina Faso
President Roch Marc Christian Kabore
over the victims of a church attack in
Dablo. In the cable, His Highness the Amir
reaffirmed Kuwait’s strong condemnation
of such a criminal act that targeted inno-
cent lives and goes against all human val-
ues, His Highness prayed to Allah Almighty
to bestow mercy upon the victims and
speedy recovery to all the injured. His
Highness the Crown Prince and His
Highness the Prime Minister sent similar

cables to Burkina Faso president.
In the meantime, His Highness the Amir

sent a condolence cable to Pakistan’s
President Arif Alwi over the victims of a
hotel attack in Gwadar city. In the cable,
His Highness the Amir reiterated Kuwait’s
strong condemnation of such a criminal
act that targeted innocent lives and goes
against all human values, His Highness
prayed to Allah Almighty to bestow mercy
upon the victims and speedy recovery to
all the injured. His Highness the Crown
Prince and His Highness the Prime
Minister sent similar cables to Pakistan’s
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KUWAIT: The President of the Iraqi
National Wisdom Coalition Ammar Al-
Hakim is visiting Kuwait to meet His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and other
officials to discuss the challenges in the
region and bilateral relations between
Kuwait and Iraq. He has been making
this visit annually for the past 16 years.
On this occasion, Kuwait Journalists
Association (KJA) held a press confer-
ence at Crowne Plaza Hotel on Sunday
for local and Arab media. 

“I am glad to be in Kuwait again this
year during the holy month of Ramadan,
which has become a habit. Kuwait was
the first Arab country to stand by Iraq in
its quest for liberation and change. We
will always appreciate the role of Kuwait
in supporting the Iraqi people in all
fields, including political, social and
humanitarian ones,” Hakim said during
the meeting.

He stressed both countries share the
desire to strengthen relations. “There
will be an important development in
bilateral relations. I hope the Kuwaiti
public and private investors will tap into
the highly promising investment oppor-
tunities in Iraq. The improvement of the
security situation in Iraq is encouraging
a growing number of investors to resume
doing business in the country,” Hakim
said.

According to him, Iraq is recovering
from years of instability after winning
the battle against the so-called Islamic
State. “We have moved from instability
in all fields - political, social, economic
and others - to the phase of stability,”
stressed Hakim. He noted that Iraqi mili-
tary and security personnel offered
great sacrifices in the struggle to liberate
Iraq from IS terrorists, reaffirming that
Iraq is emerging stronger from the war
against IS.

Iraq is not perfect but there are many
positives, and we hope to improve it, he

said. “As Iraq is a country of many tribes,
it’s common that people have weapons,
as they think they can protect them-
selves against terrorists. All Kuwaiti offi-
cials that I met during this visit agreed
that the security situation in Iraq is
improving. The security of Iraq is impor-
tant for all neighboring countries and the
region,” he explained.   

On the escalating tension between
the US and Iran, Hakim said Iraq enjoys
strategic relations with both countries,
which could help deescalate tensions.
“Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdel Mahdi
recently visited Iran, Saudi Arabia,
Egypt, France and Germany, where he
signed dozens of deals with leaders of
these countries on cooperation in the
political, economic and development
areas,” Hakim pointed out.

The Iraqi government has awarded a
German company a $14 billion contract
to build a power generating station with
a capacity of 11,000 megawatts in the
coming five years. A US oil company
was also awarded a contract worth $53
billion to exploit oil resources in Iraq, he
noted, adding that investors from the US,
Russia and the Arab and European
countries are vying for the promising
investment opportunities in his country. 

Kuwait first Arab state
to stand by Iraq’s quest
for liberation: Hakim

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti-Iraqi joint committee
held its seventh session in Kuwait on Sunday
under the chairmanship of Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
and Iraqi Foreign Minister Dr Mohammad Ali
Al-Hakim. The session resulted in the signing
of a number of agreements, memorandums of
understanding and executive programs that
would contribute to enhancing the coopera-
tion between the two countries.

A statement by the committee stressed
that the meeting between the two brotherly
countries is a continuation of the positive
results achieved by the previous sessions. The
seventh session witnessed a review of all
fields of cooperation between the two sides,
especially the economic and developmental
ones, and discussed means of enhancing them
for close cooperation and integration
between the two brotherly countries, reflect-
ing the common desire to develop and
strengthen bilateral relations at all levels, said
the statement. It noted that the Kuwaiti-Iraqi
joint committee is an example of strong bilat-
eral relations that contribute to achieving the
progress and prosperity of both countries
and peoples. The last two days witnessed the
convening of meetings of committees, gov-
ernment task forces and the private sector
representatives from both countries to dis-
cuss ways to promote and develop coopera-
tion between all public and private sectors in
various vital areas and work on prepare draft
agreements and memorandums of under-
standing to be signed between the govern-
ments of the two countries.

Taxation avoidance 
The Kuwaiti and Iraqi ministries of finance

signed yesterday an agreement for avoiding
double taxation and preventing financial eva-
sion for income and capital taxes. The deal
encompasses various advantages involving
tax exemptions and reduction for investments
and business in Kuwait and Iraq, the Kuwaiti
Finance Ministry said in a statement. The deal
was signed by Undersecretary of the Kuwaiti
Finance Ministry Saleh Al-Sarawi and his

Iraqi counterpart Maher Johan, it said. It
aimed at wiping out financial barriers that
could restrict capital movement and trade
exchange between both countries through
the prevention of double taxation on money
and individuals, according to the statement.

Steadly development
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled has praised the

steadily improvement in Kuwaiti-Iraqi rela-
tions. The recent high-level reciprocal visits
of the two countries’ officials showed the
steady growth of the already strong bilateral
relations, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said in his
speech at the seventh session of the high
Kuwaiti-Iraqi committee. He noted that both
Kuwait and Iraq shared the same visions and
stances of various regional and international
issues. The strengthening bilateral relations
also reflected His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
Iraqi President Barham Saleh’s directives, he
said. Kuwait’s top diplomat said that the wide
participation representatives of public and
private sectors in the committee meeting has
resulted in the signing of five cooperation
documents (agreements, memorandums of
understanding and executive programs). The
documents cover fields of economy, trans-
port, sports, science and technology, he
pointing, adding that they take the number of
cooperation agreements and memos between
the two countries up to 60. He underlined
that this large participation in the session
was a positive indicator of constructive

cooperation between the two countries.
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled expressed hope

that the Kuwaiti-Iraqi relations would main-
tain growth to serve the interests of the two
Arab nations. He pointed out that bilateral
relations between Kuwait and Iraq have wit-
nessed increasing growth in various fields
over the past few years. He highlighted the
remarkable contribution of the public and
private sectors to various investment, trade,
development, energy and telecommunica-
tions projects in the two countries.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled stressed Kuwait’s
firm support to Iraq in its fight against terror-
ist organizations. He also reiterated Kuwait’s
backing to all measures taken by Iraq to pre-
serve its security, stability and territorial
integrity. He urged the international commu-
nity to support Iraq in its efforts to elimi-
nate terrorism in all its forms, recalling with
pride that less than two years ago, Iraq
defeated the so-called Islamic State group
and liberated its territory. He recalled His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s call for an international
conference for the reconstruction of the lib-
erated areas in Iraq, which was hosted by
Kuwait in February 2018. The Kuwait-host-
ed conference raised up to $30 billion of aid
pledges by donor countries and the devel-
opment institutions. This reflected the confi-
dence of the international community in the
great potential and opportunities available
in the economic and investment aspects in
Iraq, he said. — KUNA

Kuwait, Iraq
ink several
cooperation
agreements

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah and Iraqi Foreign Minister Dr Mohammad Ali Al-Hakim sign an agreement
between the two countries. — KUNAKUWAIT: The President of the Iraqi

National Wisdom Coalition Ammar Al-
Hakim speaks during a press confer-
ence at Crowne Plaza Hotel on Sunday.
— Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat


