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Women’s football 
tournament kicks 
off tonight
KUWAIT: Driven by our mission to provide
female footballers with equal opportunities in
professionally organized sports, “Eighty Percent”
is proud to host the fourth consecutive Women’s
Football Tournament at Jaber Al-Ahmad
International Stadium. As always, we have aimed
to make this year’s competition bigger and better
than the last. In accordance with these efforts, it is
our honor to announce a strategic collaboration
with the Kuwait Football Association (KFA) and
supported by LaLiga. Registration for WFT 4.0 is
also open to any GCC or regional team, in order
to increase the diversity and competitiveness of
the tournament as well as creating a sense of cul-
tural exchange! The women’s football tournament
has created a ripple of positive change in the
women’s football community in Kuwait. the tour-
nament has revived a very imperative aspect to
women in sports, as well as inspired real actions
from both the private and public sectors who are
actively contributing to the rise of women’s foot-
ball, not only in Kuwait but the GCC. With
unmatched efforts to build the right foundation for
girls and women to play professional football in
the country. The women’s football tournament is
the brainchild of Eighty Percent sports company
which is socially driven and aims to create unique
sporting experiences that elevate the human con-
dition and empower a new generation of athletes.
By creating a professional brand under which the
best female talents in football compete and shine,
Eighty Percent and partners are directly empow-
ering women in and outside of the football pitch.

About the Tournament: 
The 2019 Women’s Football Tournament will be

hosted at Jaber Al-Ahmad International Stadium
in Ardiya, from May 12th - May 23rd. Each team
will consist of 12 players, 7 serving as starters and
the remaining 5 as substitutes. Teams will partici-
pate in 40-minute matches every other day, each
of which will be split by a 5-minute halftime
break. Tournament Details: 

Tournament Dates: Ramadan:
May 12th - May 23rd Duration: 10 Days

Timing: 9PM - 12AM 
Location: Jaber Al-Ahmad International

Stadium.
Total number of Teams: 16+ 
Team Registration fee: 150 KD Individual

Registration Fee: 15 KD WFT 4.0 updates for this year: 
Strategic Partnership with KFA Football

Festival Grassroots Festival for U15 / U17 [ KFA ]
Number of Teams (16) International Sponsors: LA
LIGA Local Sponsors: Ooredoo, Wolf Nutrition,
Bayan Dental, Mubkhar, Careem. Fitness and foot-
ball side activations.

Tomorrow’s match:
9 PM Strikers v/s Sloths.

American big-shots bruised 
but victorious at World Relays

Brazil sweeps to a historic victory in the men’s 4x100m
YOKOHAMA: The United States’ track athletes were
left with bloody noses at the World Relays yesterday
but ultimately emerged victorious after a bruising two
days of competition in Yokohama. American joy at fin-
ishing top of the medals table with five golds will be
tempered by the disappointment of losing their proud
unbeaten record in the 4x400 metres after electrifying
performances from Poland and Trinidad and Tobago.

Team USA had dominated the event at the three pre-
vious editions of the World Relays but they were
stunned by Poland’s women as Justyna Swiety-Ersetic
anchored the European champions to an upset win in
three minutes, 27.49 seconds.

The Americans came up just short, the hot favourites
settling for silver in 3:27.65 with Italy taking bronze.
“We can’t believe it,” said Patrycja Wyciszkiewicz. “It
was such an amazing feeling to actually hit the line first.”

Lightning struck again in the men’s 4x400m final
when Machel Cedenio produced an astonishing last 100
metres to give world champions Trinidad and Tobago
gold in a photo finish with Paul Dedewo.

Cedenio ran a 44.41 split to give his team victory in a
world-leading 3:00.81 seconds-three hundredths ahead
of the Americans, who were later disqualified, bumping
Jamaica up to the silver medal spot and Belgium to third.

The US hit back in the mixed 4x400m, Jasmine
Blocker building a huge lead to give anchor Dontavius
Wright the freedom of Yokohama and he brought it
home for a runaway gold medal in 3:16.43, almost two
seconds clear of Canada with Kenya taking bronze.

France then pulled off a shock victory in the women’s
4x200m after two fumbled handovers by a star-studded
Jamaican team. Maroussia Pare anchored the French to
gold from lane nine in 1:32.16 after butter-fingered
exchanges from Olympic champions Elaine Thompson
and Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce.

FRENCH MAGIC 
China grabbed s i lver  in  an Asian record of

1:32.76 with Jamaica salvaging bronze after their
American rivals suffered another disqualification.
“We were nervous about facing such big, big
teams,” admitted Pare.

“But even though we were running against Elaine
Thompson and Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce, the magic
happened!” Jamaica failed to win a single event, their
male sprinters coming up woefully short in the 4x100
and 4x200m as they continue to struggle without
retired sprint king Usain Bolt.

The United States made no mistake in the men’s
4x200m as Remontay McClain romped home in
1:20.12 with clear daylight between him and South
Africa’s Akani Simbine. Aleia Hobbs then hung on to
give the Olympic champions a fifth gold medal in the
women’s 4x100m ahead of fast-finishing Jamaica and
Germany.

The Americans clocked 43.27 as Hobbs edged out
Jonielle Smith by two hundredths with Rebekka Haase
securing bronze for the 2017 winners. But the US were
unable to close with a hat-trick of wins after Brazil
swept to a historic victory in the men’s 4x100m, firing
a further warning to Team USA before the world
championships in Doha later this year.

Paulo Andre Camilo de Oliveira held off American
Noah Lyles in the tightest of finishes to clock a world-
leading 38.05 with world champs Britain taking
bronze. A botched handover by American world
champion Justin Gatlin left Isiah Young with too much
work to do on the third leg.

After securing Brazil’s first-ever World Relays gold,
de Oliveira was mobbed by his team-mates as they
celebrated wildly in the stadium where their country’s
footballers lifted the World Cup in 2002. —AFP

YOKOHAMA:  Paul Dedewo of the US (C) falls into the finish line while Machel Cedenio of Trinidad and Tobago (L) crosses
the line during the men’s 4x400 metres relay final at the IAAF World Relays athletics event at Nissan Stadium in Yokohama
yesterday. —AFP

Nadal hoping for 
clay turnaround
after Madrid 
Open semi exit
MADRID: Rafael Nadal heads into the final fortnight of
the countdown to the French Open facing uncertainty
after crashing out in his bid for a sixth title at the
Madrid Open. Spain’s formerly invincible king of clay -
who in most years would have at least one dirt title to
hand upon arrival at Roland Garros - will have a last
chance in Rome to pick up a trophy.

His mission at the Foro Italico from today will be to
try and rescue his form prior to the start of the Grand

Slam where he dreams of collecting a record 12th title.
Nadal went down in the Madrid semi-finals to young
gun Stefanos Tsitsipas of Greece 6-4, 2-6, 6-3, with the
ninth-ranked “El Greco” exposing some of the emerg-
ing fault lines in the game of the 17-time Grand Slam
champion.

“Not winning here means that I’m not going back to
my hotel happy,” said Nadal, who also made semi-finals
in Monte Carlo and Barcelona. “But I think I still have
tennis ahead of me.” Nadal said his longer term focus
was on Roland Garros, confident that an improvement
would see him contesting titles later in the season.

“In Paris, I have 11 titles. Each week that I play in this
tournament is a lot of memories, a lot of unforgettable
memories,” he said.  “What I have to do is to be fit and
to play properly and have a high tennis level.

“If I manage to do that ... I think I will still have a very
good opportunity to fight for titles for the rest of the
year.” After starting slowly on clay last month after anoth-
er knee injury pause, Nadal is hopeful of quick progress.

“I ’ve done a few steps forward, maybe not
enough, but I have improved some things. We’ll see
(for how long) I can (continue to) play at a high level
- and I think I will be able to continue. “If I’m not
able to do these things (play) properly, that is the
end of the situation, period.

“This is a sport and in a sport it’s a matter of win-
ning and sometimes losing and accepting both as
natural ly as possible.”  As in Monte Carlo and
Barcelona, Nadal will be defending a title in Rome
after beating Alexander Zverev in the 2018 title
showdown.

The second seed behind Novak Djokovic opens in
the second round against one of two Frenchmen,
Richard Gasquet or Jeremy Chardy. “I’ve played just
three tournaments on clay this year,” Nadal said. “It’s
not much. 

“I play when I want to play and I play where I
want to play. “I just play for my happiness and I play
when I really want to play. That’s all.”  —AFP

Resurgent Woods heads 
to PGA with Nicklaus 
record back in play
LOS ANGELES: Tiger Woods proved many doubters
wrong with his triumph at last month’s Masters, where he
not only completed a comeback story for the ages but
also put Jack Nicklaus’s record of 18 major titles back
into play.

Woods, who has not competed since collecting his
15th major at Augusta, will get his next chance to chip
away at the landmark when he tees it up in Farmingdale,
New York for the May 16-19 PGA Championship.

After Woods secured a one-shot victory to claim his
fifth Green Jacket, the former world number one was nat-
urally asked about his pursuit of the all-time major
record. “I really haven’t thought about that yet,” Woods
said at his post-Masters news conference. “I’m sure that
I’ll probably think of it going down the road. Maybe,
maybe not. But right now, it’s a little soon, and I’m just
enjoying 15.”

Woods should feel good about the opportunity that
lies ahead as he will undoubtedly bring a renewed sense
of confidence into the year’s next two majors as well as
the knowledge that he has won on both courses before.

The PGA Championship will be held at Bethpage
Black, the scene of the 2002 US Open triumph by Woods,
while the June 13-16 US Open will be held at Pebble
Beach, where in 2000 he won that event by 15 strokes.

“Eighteen is, I think, a lot closer than people think,”
said reigning PGA Championship and US Open winner
Brooks Koepka. “I would say that’s probably what all
fans, what we’re thinking. That he’s definitely back and
18’s not far.”

When Woods held his nerve to close out his Masters
win it ended a once-unthinkable major drought for the
best golfer of his generation that stretched back to the
2008 US Open. During his barren run, Woods had to
overcome a highly-public divorce following revelations of
his marital infidelities, a DUI arrest he blamed on an
“unexpected reaction” to prescription medicine and mul-
tiple career-threatening surgeries.

Through it all, Woods plummeted to 1,199th in the
world rankings, given his long spells on the sidelines,
while many onlookers never gave him a chance of win-
ning another major.

But in his comeback campaign last year after spinal

fusion surgery in 2017, Woods put himself in contention
at both the British Open and PGA Championship before
his triumph at the season-ending Tour Championship.

If there were any doubts left that Woods was back, he
sent a resounding message to the golfing world with his
win at Augusta National, a victory that left even
Nicklaus, 79, wondering how much longer his record
would stand.

“I felt for a long time he was going to win again,”
Nicklaus told Golf Channel the night Woods won the
Masters. “And, you know, the next two majors are at
Bethpage, where he’s won, and at Pebble Beach, where
he’s won. “He’s got me shaking in my boots.” —Reuters

Tiger Woods

Pakistan the latest 
left wondering how 
to stop Buttler
SOUTHAMPTON: How do you stop Jos Buttler? It was
a question that was being asked again after the talented
batsman’s latest one-day international hundred saw
England to a 12-run win over Pakistan in the second
one-day international on Saturday.

With a home World Cup just weeks away, Buttler’s
110 not out, which saw him reach three figures off just
50 balls, was another reminder of his match-winning
ability in white-ball cricket. This was Buttler’s eighth
century in 129 matches at this level, with the England
ODI wicket-keeper now having scored 3,497 runs at an
average of 42.

But what makes Buttler a particularly devastating
batsman in this format is a strike-rate of 119.88 — a fig-
ure bettered only by the West Indies’ Andre Russell
(130.45) and Australia’s Glenn Maxwell (121.95). Russell,
however, has only scored 998 runs in 52 ODIs, with
Maxwell making 2,700 in 100 matches.

Alterations in field and bouncer restrictions, a reduc-
tion in the number of overs in an ODI, generally shorter
boundaries and the change to a ball from each end as
opposed to just one for a full duration of an innings,
make comparisons across the generations arguably
even harder than they would be in Test cricket.

For many observers that means Vivian Richards
remains the most destructive one-day batsmen they’ve
seen. The West Indies great scored 6,721 runs in 187
ODIs including 11 hundreds at an average of 47, — a
tally including a brilliant, match-winning 138 not out in
the 1979 World Cup final against England at Lord’s-
with a strike-rate of 90.20.

But just as Richards revolutionised ODI batting with

extraordinary ‘inside out’ drives to the boundary off
bowlers as fast as Australia’s Jeff Thomson, so are
Buttler’s range of scoops and flicks helping expand the
repertoire of present-day run-getters.

Buttler’s success is also a matter of attitude as well
as talent-as evidence by the words “fuck it” he has
written on the top of his bat handle to remind him of his
best approach to batting. 

‘NO ANSWER’ 
Pakistan coach Mickey Arthur admitted he was at a

loss about the best way to stop Buttler following the
28-year-old’s batting fireworks in Southampton. “Oh, I
don’t know, I’ve just asked the bowlers actually. They
didn’t give me an answer either,” Arthur said after
Pakistan fell 1-0 behind in this five-match series.

“We’ll sit down and analyse that and try to work out
a plan. “I don’t think we’re going to stop him, we’ve got
to find a way to get him out. The longer he bats he’s
going to do some serious damage.” —AFP 


