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LOS ANGELES: Albert Pujols hit two home runs,
and the visiting Los Angeles Angels beat the
Baltimore Orioles 7-2 on Saturday. It was the 59th
career multi-homer game for Pujols, who homered
in the first and fourth innings, and his first since
July 12, 2018, against Seattle. He was 3-for-5 with
three RBIs and three runs. The two homers and a
single gave Pujols 3,110 career hits, tying him with
Dave Winfield for 22nd place on the all-time list.
Luke Bard (1-1) pitched 1 2/3 scoreless innings of
relief for the Angels, who have won 10 of 14. Dylan
Bundy (1-5) took the loss, giving up three runs on
four hits over five innings.

CUBS 2, BREWERS 1 (15 INNINGS)
Willson Contreras hit a walk-off home run in the

15th inning to lift Chicago over visiting Milwaukee.
Contreras crushed a shot estimated at 424 feet into
the left-f ield bleachers at Wrigley Field for
Chicago’s third walk-off victory since Tuesday. The
Cubs have won 11 of their past 13 games. Tyler
Chatwood (2-0) earned the victory after pitching
four innings of hitless, scoreless relief in the
marathon matchup, which lasted more than five
hours. Brewers reliever Burch Smith (0-1) drew the
loss after allowing the deep shot to Contreras.

REDS 5, GIANTS 4
Cincinnati jumped on Jeff Samardzija in the first

inning for the second time in a week, and Derek
Dietrich broke a tie with a two-out RBI single in the
seventh, giving the visitors a win at San Francisco.
Four relievers combined for five innings of one-hit,
shutout relief, helping the Reds score a second
consecutive win in San Francisco after the clubs
split a four-game set in Cincinnati last week. After a
solo home run by Eugenio Suarez had tied the
score in the fifth, the teams played in a 4-4 dead-
lock until Suarez doubled to lead off the seventh
against the fourth Giants pitcher, Reyes Moronta
(1-3). The right-hander retired the next two hitters
before Dietrich blooped a single to left-center,
scoring what turned out to be the winning run.

NATIONALS 5, DODGERS 2
Gerardo Parra hit a grand slam with two outs in

the eighth inning to rally visiting Washington past
Los Angeles. It was the first hit in a Nationals uni-
form for Parra, who signed with Washington on
Thursday after he was cut loose by the San
Francisco Giants earlier in the week. It was just
the second home run of the season for Parra and
eighth in his last two years. Dodgers starter
Walker Buehler held the Nationals scoreless over
seven innings before turning things over to the
bullpen. Nationals starter Max Scherzer (2-4)
gave up two runs on five hits over seven innings,
earning a victory for the first time since April 7 at
New York against the Mets.

RED SOX 9, MARINERS 5
Sandy Leon hit a three-run home run to cap an

eight-run third inning as Boston rallied from an ear-
ly deficit to rout visiting Seattle. Mitch Moreland
also homered, and Rafael Devers and Jackie
Bradley Jr. each had two RBIs. The Red Sox have
won a season-high four straight and 10 of their last
12, outscoring opponents 89-34 in that stretch. The
Mariners lost for the 11th time in their past 13
games. Red Sox starter Rick Porcello (3-3) gave up
four first-inning runs before settling down to go 6
2/3 innings. Mariners starter Felix Hernandez (1-4),
meanwhile, couldn’t hold the early lead-though he
did become the 36th pitcher in major league history
to reach 2,500 career strikeouts.

RAYS 7, YANKEES 2
Yandy Diaz homered twice and drove in a

career-high four runs as Tampa Bay beat New
York in St. Petersburg, Fla., just the seventh loss in
24 games for the Yankees. Diaz hit a solo homer in
the third off CC Sabathia and then drove in Tampa
Bay’s final three runs with a drive off Nestor
Cortes with two outs in the eighth. Jonathan Holder
(2-1) took the loss, while Ryne Stanek pitched two
scoreless innings as the opener for the Rays before
giving way to Yonny Chirinos (5-1).

TIGERS 5, TWINS 3 (GAME 1)
John Hicks hit a tiebreaking solo home run in the

ninth inning, and Detroit opened a doubleheader in
Minneapolis with a two-run win. Ronny Rodriguez
hit two home runs, and Brandon Dixon also home-
red for Detroit, which won for just the second time
in its last 11 meetings with Minnesota. Joe Jimenez
(2-1) got the win despite giving up a tying homer
to C.J. Cron in the eighth. Shane Greene picked up
his American League-leading 14th save by pitching
a scoreless ninth.

TWINS 8, TIGERS 3 (GAME 2)
Cron had four hits, including a three-run homer,

and Marwin Gonzalez also homered as Minnesota
earned the split. Eddie Rosario finished with three
hits, and Byron Buxton and Gonzalez each had two
hits for Minnesota, which improved to 11-2 follow-
ing a loss. Kohl Stewart (1-1), making his sixth
career start and second of the season, picked up
the win, allowing three runs on six hits and two
walks over six innings. He struck out two. Left-
hander Gregory Soto, called up from Double-A
Erie, took the loss in his major league debut. The
Tigers’ 2017 Minor League Pitcher of the Year
allowed seven runs on nine hits and two walks in
four innings, striking out one.

PIRATES 2, CARDINALS 1
Jordan Lyles allowed one run and one hit in six

innings, and visiting Pittsburgh quieted St. Louis’
bats for the second straight day. Lyles (3-1) struck
out six and walked three while lowering his ERA to
2.09. Cardinals starter Miles Mikolas took the
mound after a nearly three-hour rain delay in the
third game of the four-game series. Mikolas (4-3)
went seven innings, allowing two runs and three
hits, striking out seven and walking one. Starling
Marte led off the fourth with a single and then
came home when Gregory Polanco hit a line drive
that got through the right-center field gap and
rolled to the wall for a triple. Josh Bell followed
with a single to center, scoring Polanco for a 2-1
lead and extending his hitting streak to 11 games.

METS 4, MARLINS 1
Jacob deGrom pitched seven effective innings

while rookie Pete Alonso and Michael Conforto hit
back-to-back solo homers in the sixth inning as
New York beat visiting Miami. The Mets won their
second straight in a stretch of 16 straight games
against sub-.500 opponents. The Mets also won
consecutive games for the first time since April 22-
23 and improved to 5-0 this season against Miami.
DeGrom (3-4) held the Marlins to one run on five
hits. He struck out eight, walked one and threw 78
of 106 pitches for strikes to win his first start since
winning at Miami on April 3. He retired 11 of the
final 13 hitters he faced.

WHITE SOX 7, BLUE JAYS 2
Yolmer Sanchez homered and had two RBIs,

James McCann had four hits and an RBI and Ivan

Nova pitched into the seventh inning as Chicago
won at Toronto. Nova (2-3) allowed five hits and
one run in six-plus innings to help the White Sox
snap a three-game losing streak. Randal Grichuk
homered and tripled for the Blue Jays while
Toronto starter Marcus Stroman (1-6) allowed
eight hits and four runs (three earned) in 6 1/3
innings-though he complained to manager Charlie
Montoyo when he was removed from the game.

ATHLETICS 3, INDIANS 2
Ramon Laureano’s bloop single to right field

scored Matt Olson with one out in the ninth as host
Oakland edged Cleveland. After retiring the side in
the eighth inning, A.J. Cole (0-1) promptly issued a
leadoff walk to Olson and a single to Kendrys
Morales in the ninth. Stephen Piscotty’s sacrifice bunt
advanced the runners, and Laureano’s bloop single
off the end of the bat to shallow right field plated
Olson for the Athletics’ second straight walk-off win.
Oakland closer Blake Treinen (2-2) entered
Saturday’s game in the ninth having recorded 32 con-
secutive scoreless innings at home, but that streak
came to an end after Leonys Martin’s single to left
plated Jordan Luplow to forge a tie at 2. Cleveland
had been 0-for-11 with runners in scoring position
prior to Martin’s single.

PHILLIES 7, ROYALS 0
Zach Eflin scattered four hits to record his second

complete game in three outings and second career
shutout as the Philadelphia rolled to an easy win in
Kansas City. Rhys Hoskins and Andrew McCutchen
each drove in a pair of runs, and Maikel Franco and
Cesar Hernandez had RBI singles as the Phillies col-
lected their ninth win in their last 13 games. Eflin (5-
3), who struck out seven without walking a batter,
benefited from 14 ground-ball outs to post his fourth
career complete game. He also went the distance on
April 28, allowing one run on seven hits in a 5-1 win
over Miami.

PADRES 4, ROCKIES 3
Hunter Renfroe and Wil Myers homered, Greg

Garcia knocked in the go-ahead run in the ninth inning
and San Diego edged Colorado in Denver. Charlie
Blackmon’s homer off Craig Stammen (4-1) in the
eighth tied it at 3, but the Padres rallied in the ninth off
Wade Davis (1-1). Myers started things with a one-out
single before Davis walked the next two to load the
bases. Garcia hit a grounder to second, but Garrett
Hampson’s throw home was late. San Diego closer
Kirby Yates struck out the side in the bottom of the
ninth for his 16th save.

ASTROS 11, RANGERS 4
Aledmys Diaz hit his second career grand slam, and

Gerrit Cole (4-4) struck out a season-high 12 in six
innings to help Houston beat visiting Texas. Michael
Brantley also homered, and Robinson Chirinos had
two RBIs and scored twice as Houston beat the
Rangers for the third straight night. The Astros, who
scored 10 of their runs with two outs, have won seven
of their past eight games. Texas has lost 12 of its last
17 games. Ronald Guzman hit a three-run homer, and
Hunter Pence smacked a solo shot for the Rangers,
who struck out 18 times against four Houston pitchers.

BRAVES 6, DIAMONDBACKS 4
Brian McCann and pinch hitter Johan Camargo

each hit a solo home run, and right-hander Kevin
Gausman returned to form with six strong innings as
Atlanta outlasted Arizona in Phoenix. Six different
Atlanta players drove in runs and helped the Braves
win their second straight. Gausman (2-3) pitched six
innings and allowed only one run, breaking a run of
four consecutive subpar starts. He gave up five hits
and two walks, striking out six. Rookie Jacob Webb
retired two batters in the ninth and left after walking
Eduardo Escobar. Veteran Jonny Venters, making his
first appearance since April 14, earned his first save
when he retired David Peralta on a grounder to end
the game.—Reuters

Dietrich lifts Reds to second straight win over Giants

Pujols hits 2 HRs, ties Winfield 
in hits as Angels defeat Orioles

BALTIMORE:  Shohei Ohtani #17 of the Los Angeles Angels hits a single in the ninth inning against the
Baltimore Orioles at Oriole Park at Camden Yards in Baltimore, Maryland.  —AFP

Williams 
shocks Hurd 
to win super 
welterweight titles
LOS ANGELES: Julian Williams shocked
previously unbeaten Jarrett Hurd to seize
the International Boxing Federation and
World Boxing Association super welter-
weight world titles by unanimous 12-round
decision on Saturday.

Williams sent Hurd to the canvas for the
first time in his career on the way to the
victory in an action-packed bout in
Fairfax, Virginia, not far from Hurd’s home
turf in Maryland.

“I’m just so blessed,” said Williams, who
couldn’t hold back tears as he was inter-
viewed in the ring after the fight, draped in
his world title belts. One judge scored the
bout 116-111 and two others saw it 115-112
for Williams, who improved to 27-1-1 with
17 knockouts.

Williams went toe-to-toe with the big-
ger, physically imposing Hurd and in the
second round a combination of punches
sent Hurd down against the ropes.
Williams pummelled Hurd again in the
third before the champion began to assert
himself in the middle rounds.

Williams, however, wouldn’t go away
pushing the action with solid punches to

Hurd’s head and body.  Hurd was cut
around right eye in the eighth but came
back hard in the ninth as both pressed the
action to the end.

“J-Rock (Williams) was a better man
tonight,” Hurd said. “He put me down for
the first time in my career and he came out
with the victory.” But, Hurd vowed, “I’ll be
back.” Williams notched his fifth win since
his lone defeat, a fifth-round knockout by
Jermall Charlo in December of 2016.

He was emotional in recalling that many
wrote him off in the wake of that setback.
“I worked so hard,” Williams said. “They
told me I was done. They told me I had no
chin. I just got basic. “The boxing world
should stop condemning fighters after
they take a loss. It’s boxing, things happen.

“Plenty of great fighters took losses.”
As to whether he next wants a rematch
with Hurd or possibly a shot at Charlo-
who takes on Brandon Adams on June 29
in a World Boxing Council title bout-
Williams said he’d leave that to his camp.
“That’s not my business,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Mexico’s Miguel Berchelt
retained his World Boxing Council super
featherweight world title on Saturday,
overpowering Francisco Vargas with a
sixth round stoppage, in a rematch of their
2017 fight. 

Berchelt won by technical knockout
when Vargas’ corner waved the white tow-
el as he sat on the stool after taking six
rounds of brutal punishment at the
Convention Center arena in Tucson,
Arizona. 

The one-sided bout was reminiscent of

their f irst f ight two years ago when
Berchelt easily dethroned 130-pound
champ Vargas.  Once again the 27-year-
old Berchelt was too young, too powerful
and too talented for the 34-year-old fel-
low Mexican.

The fight transpired the way many had
predicted it would with Berchelt following
the same strategy he used to punish
Vargas in January 2017 when he knocked
him out in the 11th round. It was pretty
clear this one wouldn’t go that far as
Berchelt dominated al l  the rounds
Saturday.

Vargas, who is prone to cuts and suf-
fered several in the first fight, was also
cut on the bridge of his nose in the third
round on Saturday.  Af ter  the  f ight
Berchelt defended his decision to have a
rematch against a f ighter who many
thought would del iver a predictable
outcome.

“He gave me my first opportunity for a
world title so it is only fair I give him a
shot to win it back,” said Berchelt, who
improved to 36-1 with 32 KOs. “But his
corner did the right thing.” Berchelt has
now won 14 of his last 15 fights by stop-
page and has not lost a fight in five years. 

Vargas wasn’t arguing with the decision
by trainer Joel Diaz to throw in the towel.
“My trainer did what he is supposed to do.
He is here to protect me,” Vargas said.
Berchelt said he wants to fight the winner
of a 130-pound bout between Masayuki
Ito and Jamel Herring. “I want to leave no
doubt who the best junior lightweight in
the world is,” he said. —AFP

Wrestler Silver 
King dies after 
collapsing 
in the ring
LONDON: Mexican wrestler Silver
King, best known for playing the villain
in the film “Nacho Libre”, has died after
collapsing during a show in London, the
venue said yesterday.

The masked wrestler, 51, real name
Cesar Gonzalez, was taking part in The
Greatest Show of Lucha Libre event at
the Roundhouse on Saturday.

He was reprising his role as the villain
Ramses from “Nacho Libre”, the 2006
sports comedy film starring Jack Black.
Footage showed him being pinned down
by opponent Juventud Guerrera, who
then celebrated his victory before others
came to Silver King’s aid when he
remained flat on his back on the canvas.

“Last night Silver King sadly lost his
life during an event at the Roundhouse,”
the north London venue said. “At this
stage the details are still being investi-
gated so we don’t have more information
we can share.

“Our thoughts and condolences are
with his family, friends and all of the
Lucha Libre team.” The London
Ambulance Service said the first medics
arrived five minutes after being called at
10:21pm (2121 GMT).

“Sadly a person died at the scene,” a
spokeswoman said. London’s
Metropolitan Police said they were
treating his death as “non-suspicious”.
Lucha Libre wrestling sees competitors
wear elaborate costumes and colourful
masks.

Silver King was a former World
Championship Wrestling luchador. Ex-
WCW president Eric Bischoff said: “I am
saddened to hear about the passing of
Silver King. Like so many of the great
Luchadores that helped Americans
appreciate Lucha Libre and make Nitro
the success it was, he will be missed.
Thank you and RIP.”  —AFP

Silver King 


