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US embassy move 
to Jerusalem: Key 
developments 

In the year since the United States moved its Israel
embassy to Jerusalem, recognizing the disputed
city as the Jewish state’s capital, relations between

Washington and the Palestinians have plummeted. Here
are the key developments.

Bloodshed on Gaza border 
The US embassy in Jerusalem is inaugurated on

May 14, 2018 in a high-profile ceremony attended by
President Donald Trump’s daughter Ivanka and her
husband Jared Kushner. It is held on the 70th anniver-
sary of the establishment of the state of Israel in part
of former Palestine. The embassy’s move from Tel Aviv
- an international first - confirms Trump’s announce-
ment in December that Washington would recognize
the holy city as Israel’s capital, infuriating Palestinians
who see east Jerusalem as the capital of their own
future state. Palestinian President Mahmud Abbas says
the new embassy is tantamount to “a new American
settler outpost” and rejects the US role as mediator in
the Middle East, a position it has long assumed.

As the opening gets under way, violence flares dur-
ing mass protests along the border between Israel and
the Gaza Strip. Over the day, 62 Palestinians are killed
and more than 2,400 are wounded by Israeli fire,
according to Gaza authorities. The border had already
been a flashpoint since March 30 with Palestinians ral-
lying against the US embassy move and calling on
Israel to lift its crippling decade-long blockade of
Gaza. Protesters also demand refugees be allowed to
return to homes their families fled in the late 1940s
during the war surrounding Israel’s creation.

Guatemala follows 
On May 16, Guatemala becomes the second country

to transfer its embassy to Jerusalem. Paraguay follows
suit but returns to Tel Aviv less than four months later.
Other countries indicate they also want to make the
move, but none take action.

Upsurge in violence 
On May 29-30, the Israeli army pounds dozens of

military targets in Gaza after a barrage of rockets and
mortars are fired from the enclave. On July 14, Israel
carries out air strikes on Gaza after border clashes and
a confrontation with Hamas, the Islamist movement
that rules the enclave. Some 200 rockets and mortars
are fired from Gaza into Israel. Border protests contin-
ue, as do rounds of rocket attacks at Israel and retalia-
tory strikes, each seeming to bring the two sides closer
to a full-blown confrontation. Nearly 300 Palestinians
and six Israelis have been killed in the violence in and
around Gaza since the border protests started in
March 2018. 

Sanctions against Palestinians 
On August 24, the US cancels more than $200 mil-

lion in aid initially earmarked for Palestinians in Gaza
and the West Bank, redirecting it to “high-priority
projects elsewhere”. A week later it says it will end all
funding for the UN agency for Palestinian refugees,
UNRWA. On September 10, the Trump administration
says it is closing the Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO) mission in Washington - the de facto Palestinian
embassy - because it “has not taken steps to advance
the start of direct and meaningful negotiations with
Israel”. On March 4, 2019, the US downgrades its
diplomatic mission to the Palestinians by closing its
Jerusalem consulate general. PLO secretary general
Saeb Erekat calls the closure “the last nail in the coffin
of the US administration’s role in peacemaking”.

US peace plan upcoming
On April 10, Trump says the re-election of right-

wing Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will
give a “better chance” to a promised US plan for peace
between Israel and the Palestinians. Crafted by
Kushner, who is also a senior adviser to Trump, the
plan is expected to be unveiled in June. On May 2,
Kushner says his plan will pull back from longstanding
mentions of a two-state solution to the conflict. — AFP 

Slicing through juicy cuts of pork belly alongside rar-
er delicacies of ox brain and sheep intestine, young
butchers at a Frankfurt trade hall cast a suspicious

eye towards the so-called fake meat products on display.
Puzzlingly, for the butchers, the fake meat seems to be
popular.  “As a butcher, it just can’t be that we have to get
into plastic!” said Paolo Desbois, an 18-year-old French
butcher, referring disparagingly to the synthetic burgers,
sausages and nuggets at the IFFA meat industry conven-
tion. The concept that animals are meat-and plants are
not-never used to challenged. But increasingly plant-
based protein products are trying to muscle in on the
meat market.

Derived from sources like soy, peas or beans, the syn-
thetic products are being manufactured without using ani-
mals. And Desbois, who placed second in a young butchers
competition at the convention, feels they undermine “the
essence of the profession”. “It’s just not possible to work
with synthetic meat,” he said.  Another budding elite butch-
er from Switzerland, 20-year-old Selina Niederberger,
agreed. “As a butcher, I’m for real meat. I think a lot of peo-
ple would see it the same way,” she declared.

Non “real” meat products have been making headlines
lately, backed by investors with an appetite for supplying
plant-based burgers and sausages to the trendy diet-con-
scious masses. The celebrity-backed vegan burger start-
up Beyond Meat, for example, made a sizzling Wall Street

debut on May 3 when it more than doubled its share price.
Backed by Hollywood star Leonardo DiCaprio and
Microsoft founder Bill Gates, the firm and its competitors
aim to turn plant-based foods mainstream and capture a
huge potential market.

Ethical concerns 
Whether meat substitutes will ever be able to 100 per-

cent replicate the taste, color, smell and texture of a freshly
chopped up slaughtered animal is debatable. But some
young butchers suspect their growing popularity will
inevitably have a transformative effect on their trade. “It’s
just shifting with the world and working with it rather than
against it,” said 19-year-old British butcher Lennon
Callister. Trade skills are “what sets butchers apart from
supermarkets,” he argued, but accepted consumers are
starting to look at food differently. Josja Haagsma from the
Netherlands, who won the young butchers competition,
agreed that synthetic meats were changing opinions. “It
makes you think about how you can use meat and how you
can change it, how you can use more vegetables,” she said.

“Maybe the next generation” will be the ones pressed
to apply their knives and creativity to the task, Haagsma
said. Vegetables used to be considered a side dish, at best,
for carnivore connoisseurs. But in increasingly health con-
scious societies, where governments warn about the dan-
gers of consuming too much red meat, plant-based prod-

ucts are widening in appeal. Alongside ethical concerns
over animals bred for the dinner table and green advocates
urging the public to eat less meat to save the environment,
the scope for more no-meat products is growing.

‘They aren’t sausages!’ 
“It’s very important that we think about it, that we con-

sume less” but “good quality meat,” said Haagsma. “You
can use organic meat and homegrown cows, and not the
cows from the big companies,” she said. The growing
numbers of people turning to plant-based meat alterna-
tives include vegans, who shun all animal products, and
flexitarians, who advocate moderate consumption of meat.
One sign of their expanding popularity? Silicon-valley
company Impossible has linked up with Burger King to
offer a plant-based version of its signature Whopper.

Nestle and Unilever are also aiming to cement their
presence in the sector. The move by big conglomerates
into the sector has made young butchers note that changes
are on the way. “There’ll be less of this mass-produced
stuff, which is also really, really bad for the climate,” said
23-year-old German Raphael Buschmann. However, while
recognizing environment-conscious citizens are rethinking
their diets, Buschmann predicted a limit to the industry
changes. Vegetarian sausages would not be added to his
displays any time soon. “They aren’t sausages,” he said.
“That’s just the way it is.” — AFP 

Fake meat: Don’t go bacon my heart, say butchers

Hearsay likers must 
stop slandering 
China’s Xinjiang

It’s nothing but an absurdity to call a vocational education
and training centers in northwest China’s Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region “internment camps.” Training centers

are basically boarding schools where trainees learn the law and
skills that will help them earn a decent life. At such centers, free
accommodation including Muslim food is offered, trainees go
home on a regular basis. Their freedom, ethnic language, cus-
toms and religious beliefs are respected.

The establishment of the training centers is part of the region’s
de-extremism efforts in accordance with China’s anti-terrorism
law, criminal law and the Constitution, as well as local laws of the
autonomous region. A dozen foreign delegations of diplomats,
religious figures and journalists have visited multiple training
centers since the end of last year. What they saw at the centers
shows that some Western media reports of alleged abuse of
trainees and restriction of their freedom are complete lies.

Since the 1990s, the “three evil forces” of terrorism, extrem-
ism and separatism in China and abroad have plotted, organized
and conducted thousands of violent terrorist attacks including
bombings, assassinations, poisoning, arson, assaults, unrest and
riots, causing the deaths of a large number of innocent people
and hundreds of police officers, including Uygur people.

The horrific crimes of terrorists have not only severely
undermined the stable and peaceful order and the atmosphere
of solidarity and progress of Xinjiang, but also trampled upon
the essential human rights of people of all ethnic groups in the
region, such as their rights to life, health, property and develop-
ment. Thanks to efforts of the government and the people,
peace has returned to the region, home to 23 million people
from 55 ethnic groups. There has not been a single terrorist
attack there in over two years.

This is a solid proof of the effectiveness of Xinjiang’s fight
against terrorism, including de-extremism efforts through the
operation of training centers. As a result, people of Xinjiang
have been protected from the inhuman, atrocious and horrific
violence of terrorists. In every sense, the measure protects and
promotes people’s basic rights to life and development. Calling
it a human rights violations is utter nonsense.

Sustained security and stability have benefitted Xinjiang’s
development. A whopping 3 million Chinese and foreign tourists
visited the region during this year’s Spring Festival holiday, and
barely anyone feared their personal safety. The region of amaz-
ing nature and diverse culture hosted 150 million tourists last
year, up 40 percent from 2017.

In the meantime, Xinjiang is keeping pace with the rest of
the nation in building a moderately prosperous society. With
help from the central government and other Chinese regions,
the landlocked region lifted 537,000 people out of poverty last
year. A similar number of residents gained access to clean
drinking water. Several hundred more villages were connected
to broadband Internet. 

Xinjiang’s per capita disposable income reached 21,500
yuan (3,204 US dollars) last year, an increase of 7.6 percent
annually, higher than the national average of 6.5 percent. It is
high time for the slandering and smearing of Xinjiang to stop.
Terrorism is the common enemy of the human being. It is wiser
and better to eliminate the root of terrorism than merely elimi-
nate terrorists with guns and missiles. Applying double stan-
dards in fighting terrorism is immoral and unacceptable.

Customers stop to get a free vegetarian burger at a food truck in downtown Washington, DC. Proponents call it ‘slaughter-free,’ or ‘clean’ meat. For many in the traditional meat
industry, it is simply ‘fake.’ One thing is certain: the battle over what to call the emerging alternatives to meat, whether made from plant or animal cells, is far from settled. — AFP 

What’s in a name?
For meat alternatives,
it is quite a lot

Proponents call it “slaughter-free,” or “clean”
meat. For many in the traditional meat industry,
it is simply “fake.” One thing is certain: the bat-

tle over what to call the emerging alternatives to
meat, whether made from plant or animal cells, is far
from settled. For animal cell-based products, “there is
really no consensus,” said Matt Ball, spokesman of the
Good Food Institute, which promotes meat analogues.

When it was unveiled in 2013, the first Petri dish
burger made headlines under the name
“Frankenburger,” and the words “lab meat,” “artificial
meat” or “cultured meat” were used. Later, it was
called “clean meat,” only to be traded for the more
recent term “cell-based meat.” In its search for the
best word to whet the appetite of consumers, the
Good Food Institute published a 37-page study in
September on perceptions about the various names.

In the United States, the Department of
Agriculture (USDA) will be in charge of labeling these
new products when they reach the market-as early as
2021, according to the most advanced startups. “We
are confident that the USDA will require accurate and
descriptive labels for cell-based meat that include the
type of meat it is,” Ball said. “This will be necessary
simply from a public health perspective, to protect
people who have allergies to different types of red
meat or poultry.”

The law steps in 
Jean-Francois Hoquette, research scientist at the

French National Institute for Agricultural Research, or
INRA, said that in France, “we don’t really ask our-
selves how to define this (cell-based meat) product,
because it hasn’t triggered a major response.” The
cell-based meat being produced today is more of a

“pile of muscle fiber” that is still a far cry from sirloin
steak, roasted chicken or pork chops, he said. The
consistency of conventional meat has to do with how
it is aged after the animal is killed, Hoquette said. And
the taste is another matter altogether.

US cattle breeders are taking steps to avoid the
same fate as milk producers, who have faced the rise
of vegetarian non-dairy products based on items
such as almonds or coconuts that are still labeled as
“milk.” The US Cattlemen’s Association insists that
“meat” is a word that should only be used for flesh
from an animal conventionally born, raised and
slaughtered, though “harvested” is its preferred term.
“USCA prefers to use the phrase ‘foods produced
using cell-cultured technology’ or ‘alternative protein’
when referring to plant-based products,” said
spokeswoman Lia Biondo.

“We welcome the competition in the meat aisle, so
long as the playing rules are equal for both sides.”
The National Cattlemen’s Beef Association has yet to
take a position on animal cell-based products since
their exact composition is unknown. “We have not
taken a position on cell-cultured, in vitro, lab-grown
meat, because they have yet to be vetted by the sci-
entific community,” said the group’s senior director of
government affairs Danielle Beck.

“We would not stand for non-factual terms that
aren’t based on science like clean meat, because it is
inherently disparaging to conventionally produced
meat products, implying it’s dirty.” Jim Dinklage, a
cattle rancher in Orchard, Nebraska, said using the
word “meat” for these alternatives is simply “wrong”
and has a negative impact on his bottom line. “They
are using the word meat because it confuses the con-
sumers. That’s hurting my business,” he said.

Some lawmakers are weighing the issue. Last year,
Missouri became the first of the 50 US states to offi-
cially define meat as a food product coming from ani-
mals. Similar bills are being examined across the
country. In France, lawmakers in the Chamber of
Deputies adopted an amendment that was later
rejected and taken up in the Senate targeting prod-
ucts with a “significant” plant-based component that
use the words “steak,” “bacon” or “sausage.” — AFP

The Impossible Burger 2.0, the new and improved version of the company’s plant-based vegan burger
that tastes like real beef is introduced at a press event. — AFP 

In this file photo, a woman poses next to an inaugura-
tion plaque during the opening of the US embassy in
Jerusalem. — AFP 


