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CHICAGO: Racist demagogue and dangerous
fundamentalist to some, heroic crusader for
black rights to others, incendiary religious
leader Louis Farrakhan is finding the audience
for his message increasingly hard to reach. The
head of the Nation of Islam - barred for years
from Britain and blocked from mainstream TV -
has been declared an undesirable by Facebook
for his long record as an unrepentant merchant
of anti-Semitism and homophobia.

Farrakhan’s black advocacy and mantra of
self-reliance has lent him a measure of legiti-
macy over the years, bolstered by his role a
quarter century ago in organizing the Million
Man March that drew hundreds of thousands
of African Americans to Washington. And
while his continuing influence is undeniable,
critics of the 86-year-old son of a
Massachusetts seamstress point out that he
has compared Jews to “termites,” called Hitler
a “great man” and claimed that the white race
was created by an evil wizard.

True to form, one of the most divisive polit-
ical figures in modern American history react-
ed to his May 2 ouster from Facebook by cast-
ing himself as a victim silenced by powerful
forces. “What have I done that you would hate
me like that?” Farrakhan asked before an audi-
ence of more than 1,000 at Saint Sabina
Church in Chicago on Thursday. Cheered on
by the rapt congregation - many of whom
were members of the Nation of Islam - he
denied misogyny, homophobia and racism,

telling the crowd: “I do not hate Jewish people.
No one who is with me has ever committed a
crime against the Jewish people.”  Farrakhan’s
supporters say his words have been twisted.
“If they actually heard what he had to say and
not listen to a soundbite it would be very help-
ful,” said Enoch Muhammad, 40, a member of
the Nation of Islam and founder of the com-
munity group Hip Hop Detoxx. 

‘Most popular anti-Semite’ 
What hasn’t been taken out of context is

Farrakhan’s claim that Jews played a key role
in the slave trade and have systematically
oppressed black people in the US. On
Thursday night, he once again uttered the
kind of statements that have gotten him in
trouble, criticizing the influence of Jewish
scriptural thinking on the Catholic Church.
“It’s this that they fear,” he said, pointing to
his mouth. “I don’t have no army. I just know
the truth. And I’m here to separate the good
Jews from the Satanic Jews.”

In recent decades, his star has faded, but
the current era of increasingly high-profile
hate crimes may have finally caught up with
Farrakhan. Last month, a teenage gunman who
wrote a hate-filled manifesto online opened
fire at a synagogue in Poway, California, killing
a worshiper. Six months earlier, another man
spouting anti-Semitic and white nationalist
vitriol shot dead 11 people at a synagogue in
Pittsburgh. “Farrakhan may be the most popu-

lar anti-Semite in the United States,” said
Oren Segal of the Anti-Defamation League,
describing his group as Farrakhan’s “biggest
foil”. “He often gets a pass for his vitriol,
because of the way he’s tried to present his
standing within the community,” Segal said. 

‘Bold voice’ 
Born in 1930s New York as Louis Eugene

Walcott, and brought up in Boston’s funda-
mentalist Christian tradition, Farrakhan has
been credited for bringing hope to African
American communities. His followers have
stood guard in neighborhoods against gang
violence and ministered to convicts in prison
who are disproportionately African American.
And while former president Bill Clinton may
have been criticized for sitting alongside
Farrakhan at the televised funeral of Aretha
Franklin last year, many younger Americans
have no qualms about being associated with
the preacher.

As recently as April, he commanded a
crowd while giving a speech in Los Angeles
on the spot where popular rapper Nipsey
Hussle was shot dead. “The enemy wants to
keep this killing of one another going,” he told
the rapt crowd. “Because as long as we keep
killing one another, he can maintain power in
what we call the tyranny of white supremacy,”
he said. Misbahudeen Ahmed-Rufai, a
Chicago-based history and African American
studies professor at Malcolm X College, said

Farrakhan’s group speaks to “the pain that a
lot of African Americans feel”. Prominent fig-
ures that have come to Farrakhan’s defense
include hip-hop artist Snoop Dogg, who
posted an angry Instagram video following
Facebook’s action asking his 31 million follow-
ers to post clips of Farrakhan’s sermons.

“Show what he really be talking about - edu-
cating the truth. Can’t ban all of us,” Snoop
Dogg said.  Among Farrakhan’s other sup-
porters is Father Michael Pfleger - the politi-
cally-active Chicago priest who invited
Farrakhan to speak at his Saint Sabina church
Thursday night. — AFP

Farrakhan denies hating 
Jews after Facebook ban 

Nation of Islam leader slams influence of Jewish scriptural thinking on Catholic Church

News in brief

Peru to limit Machu Picchu access 
LIMA: Peru announced on Friday a two-week restric-
tion to three important areas at Machu Picchu to pre-
vent greater degradation to the iconic Inca citadel.
From May 15-28, access to the Temple of the Sun,
Temple of the Condor and Intihuatana Stone will be
strictly controlled at the UNESCO World Heritage Site,
the government said. “These measures are necessary
to conserve Machu Picchu, given the evidence of dete-
rioration” on stone surfaces caused by visitors to the
three areas, the culture ministry said. Almost 6,000
visitors a day are permitted onto the 15th century site
in two waves. The new plan will give tourists just three
hours to visit the three emblematic areas. Authorities
will evaluate the impact of the measures before apply-
ing new permanent rules from June 1. — AFP 

Pentagon assigns $1.5bn for wall 
WASHINGTON: The Pentagon said Friday it was divert-
ing another $1.5 billion for new barriers to stop illegal
immigrants on the US-Mexico border, following the
authorization of $1 billion in March. Acting Defense
Secretary Patrick Shanahan has agreed to take charge of
the replacement of 125 km of fencing on the southern
frontier in Arizona and Texas, the defense department
said in a statement. “The funds were drawn from a variety
of sources, including cost savings, programmatic changes
and revised requirements,” spokesman Tom Crosson said.
“This transfer of funds will not affect military prepared-
ness, nor impact service member benefits.” In March
Shanahan authorized $1 billion to construct 92 km of 5.5-
m high barrier, improve roads and install lighting. — AFP 

Mueller won’t testify next week
WASHINGTON: Robert Mueller, the US special counsel
whose report on Russian election interference has shak-
en a divided Washington, will not testify before Congress
next week, a top Democrat said Friday. House Judiciary
Committee chairman Jerry Nadler had wanted Mueller
to testify on May 15, but he said a date for the highly
anticipated appearance before lawmakers remained
under discussion. “It won’t be next week,” Nadler told
reporters. “But we’re negotiating with him, we’re talking
to him and the Justice Department.” Nadler has said that
the committee would subpoena Mueller if necessary, but
expressed hope that such a step could be avoided.
Nadler’s comments came two days after his committee
voted along party lines to recommend that Attorney
General William Barr be held in contempt of Congress
for refusing to turn over the unredacted Mueller report
and its underlying evidence. — AFP 

Darling of Australia 
right goes AWOL 
amid election battle 
BRISBANE: Australia’s conservatives control the ruling
Liberal Party and occupy key positions in government, but
a week out from tight elections their talisman has gone
into hiding and the movement is on the back foot.
Unsmiling, uncompromising and polarizing, 48-year-old
former policeman and Home Affairs Minister Peter Dutton
was front and center of Australian politics, until now. Amid
a closely fought election battle that the opposition Labor
Party is on track to win, Dutton - the darling of hard-right
Liberals - has all but disappeared from the national view
and is fighting to save his seat in parliament.

It is just one sign of how difficult the terrain has
become for Australia’s mainstream conservatives, stuck
between moderates moving to the left and a globally
inspired populist movement. For much of the last year,
Dutton’s faction in the ruling Liberal-National coalition
had been in the ascendency. Buoyed by the success of
politicians like Donald Trump they ousted moderate prime
minister Malcolm Turnbull in a party coup, tightened their
grip on immigration policy and took control of Australia’s
domestic spy agency.

Dutton had carried himself with a swagger, unflinching-
ly espousing strident views and defending Australia’s poli-
cies of sending asylum seekers to remote Pacific camps. He
boycotted a national apology to indigenous children taken
from their families, joked with climate-hit Pacific Islanders
about “water lapping at your door”, and told business
leaders to “stick to their knitting” when they supported
same-sex marriage. All of this made him a hero to conser-
vatives, who narrowly missed out on making him Liberal
leader and prime minister.

Former PM and Liberal heavyweight John Howard
recently praised Dutton as a genuine and hardworking

politician whose “strong values and resolve” as Home
Affairs Minister has “kept all Australians safer”. Ahead of
the 2019 election, Dutton had been expected to lead the
charge as the Liberal-Nationals, who are one party in his
home state of Queensland, try to win back votes lost to the
anti-immigration One Nation party. But with the Liberals
also trying to court moderate voters in the more progres-
sive southern state of Victoria amid fears of a landslide
loss there, Dutton - a lightning rod for left-wing anger -
has taken a back seat, mostly shunning the media spotlight.

Dutton weaponized by left 
Polls show Dutton in a close race in his constituency of

Dickson, which he and the Liberals have held for almost 20
years. Dickson - on the northern outskirts of Brisbane and

where growing suburbia encroaches on semi-rural proper-
ties - has been a bellwether of Queensland, with past results
closely reflecting the state’s overall result. The seat encom-
passes a vast mix of socio-economic groups, with further
change in recent years as the area draws in younger profes-
sionals. Dutton’s main challenger on May 18 is Labor’s pho-
togenic former journalist and amputee Ali France.

He also faces activists who have vowed to shake up
Australian politics. Prominent progressive group GetUp is
trying to make the left more organized and targeting key
conservatives like Dutton and former Liberal PM Tony
Abbott on their own turf. In one of the more affluent parts
of Dickson, local GetUp door-knocking volunteers - who
have placed Dutton at the top of their hard-right “hit list” -
speak passionately about ousting him. — AFP

BRISBANE: This photo taken on March 26, 2019 shows Get Up volunteers working on their campaign in the seat
of Dickson with the hopes of ousting 48-year-old former policeman and Home Affairs Minister Peter Dutton
(pictured right) from the Liberal Party. — AFP 

MEXICO CITY: Activists and relatives of missing people march to demand the Mexican government answers on
the whereabouts of their loved ones, as part of the commemoration of Mothers’ Day on Friday. — AFP 

CHICAGO: Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan speaks about his ousting from Facebook
at St Sabina Catholic Church on May 9, 2019. — AFP 

Mexicans march 
for missing kids
on Mother’s Day 
MEXICO CITY: Mexicans with missing children led
marches on Friday - when Mother’s Day is celebrated here
- to protest the government’s failure to find their sons and
daughters or bring their cases to justice. There are more
than 40,000 missing persons in Mexico, which has been
hit by a wave of violent crime in recent years linked to
powerful drug cartels. Protesters marched in 16 cities -
including around 2,000 people in the capital - to voice
their outrage and anguish over the thousands of clandes-
tine graves that have been discovered in the country, and
the tens of thousands of other missing persons who have
never been found.

“I’ve been crying for the past eight years. I just want to
know what happened to him,” said Maria Guadalupe
Aguilar, 64, a demonstrator at the Mexico City march

whose eldest son, Jose Luis, disappeared in 2011 on his
way to a business meeting in the city of Guadalajara.
“We’re raising our voices so that what happened to our
children doesn’t keep happening,” said a sobbing Lourdes
de la Cruz, 61, whose youngest son, Daniel, disappeared in
the city of Coatzacoalcos along with 30 other people in
2015, when he was 21.

The mothers carried large photographs of their missing
children, shouting to passersby, “It could be your children,
too.” President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador gave a
Mother’s Day message at a press conference, in which he
said he was thinking especially of “the mothers who are
looking for their missing children.” Critics accuse the leftist
leader, who took office in December, of failing to keep his
promise to curb the violence plaguing the country.

This year is on track to be the most violent ever, with a
record 8,943 murders in the first three months of the year.
Highlighting the problem, gunmen attacked a bus carrying
prison guards home for Mother’s Day visits in the central
town of Puente de Ixtla, killing five people and wounding
three others. The bodies were left splayed on the ground in
front of the town’s monument to mothers. The town is
located in Morelos state, which has been the scene of turf
wars between rival criminal groups. — AFP 

Colombia Mother’s 
Day marred with 
blood, violence
BOGOTA: Mother’s Day is a cause for celebration, but in
Colombia it is infamous for bringing violence and death.
Today, families will come together, flowers and alcohol will
be bought in vast quantities and restaurants will be
packed. But in Colombia, Mother’s Day is also one of the
most violent days of the year, with women bearing the
brunt of it in the home. Historically, domestic and sexual
violence in Colombia spikes around and on Mother’s Day,
as does the murder rate.

The number of people killed in Colombia leading to and
on Mother’s Day has increased in the past three years.
According to the National Institute of Legal Medicine and
Forensic Sciences, a total of 126 people were murdered
last year on Mother’s Day weekend - defined as Friday,
Saturday and Sunday - up from 121 in 2017 and 114 the
previous year. On an average day in Colombia in 2018, 34
people were murdered in a country of about 50 million.
“Mother’s Day is one of the most violent days of the year
against women in Colombia, and figures also show that on
this day violence among men also increases,” said Ana
Guezmes Garcia, head of the United Nation’s Women’s
agency in Colombia. — Reuters

Biden looking for 
‘middle ground’ 
climate policy
WASHINGTON: Democratic presidential hopeful Joe
Biden is crafting a climate change policy he hopes will
appeal to both environmentalists and the blue-collar vot-
ers who elected Donald Trump, according to two sources,
carving out a middle ground approach that will likely face
heavy resistance from green activists. The backbone of the
policy will likely include the United States re-joining the
Paris Climate Agreement and preserving US regulations on
emissions and vehicle fuel efficiency that Trump has
sought to undo, according to one of the sources, Heather
Zichal, who is part of a team advising Biden on climate
change. She previously advised President Barack Obama.

The second source, a former energy department official
advising Biden’s campaign who asked not to be named,
said the policy could also be supportive of nuclear energy
and fossil fuel options like natural gas and carbon capture
technology, which limit emissions from coal plants and
other industrial facilities. A spokesman for Biden’s cam-
paign, TJ Ducklo, declined to comment on Biden’s emerg-
ing climate policy or his advisers, but said Biden takes cli-
mate change seriously. “Joe Biden has called climate
change an ‘existential threat,’ and as Vice President was
instrumental in orchestrating the Paris Climate Accord,”
Ducklo said in an emailed statement.

On Twitter, Biden echoed the statement and said he
plans to unveil policies that reflect the urgency of climate
change. “I’ll have more specifics on how America can lead
on climate in the coming weeks,” he said. The approach,
which has not been previously reported, will set Biden
apart from many of his Democratic rivals for the White
House who have embraced much tougher climate agendas,
like the Green New Deal calling for an end to US fossil
fuels use within 10 years. That could make Biden, vice
president under Obama, a target of environmental groups
and youth activists ahead of next year’s primary elections.

“I respect where they (activist groups) are coming
from,” Zichal said. “What we learned from the Obama
administration is unless we find middle ground on these
issues, we risk not having any policies.” — Reuters


