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Washington has tightened its economic sanctions
on Iran, but the question people are wondering
about is whether US sanctions on Iran is an

escalation towards a destructive war in the region or just a
political maneuver and strategy of maximum pressure. And
what is the future of the Gulf region under this tension?

I think the situation does not allow anyone to make an
accurate prediction of what will happen in the coming
days. Many analysts do not seem to be able to predict a
specific scenario for the future, except for a lot of warnings
on the seriousness of the situation to Iran and the region.

Some countries expressed concern over US sanctions
on Iranian oil exports, saying they would ignore the sanc-
tions, including India and China. The US administration
reinstated and expanded US sanctions and ordered coun-
tries around the world to stop buying Iranian oil. But not all
countries accepted the call. The Chinese foreign ministry
condemned the tightening of US sanctions on Iran. China
for example, is the main buyer of Iranian oil, followed by
India, South Korea and Turkey.

But, it is clear to the observer that the Europeans feel
helpless towards the US administration’s current policy
because they have no influence on President Donald Trump
and their inability to compensate Iran’s economy for possi-
ble damage to US sanctions.

Tehran has indicated its intention to resume uranium
enrichment activities if its European partners fail to find a
solution to allow it to overcome the economic conse-
quences of sanctions imposed by Washington.

US threats to prevent Iran from exporting its oil, fol-
lowed by the movement of a number of naval vessels in the
direction of the Gulf to respond to Iran’s announcement to
retreat from the implementation of some of its obligations
in the nuclear agreement in 2015 led many to wonder what
are the risks that threaten the countries of the region here
as a result of this escalation?

I do not think that the impact of the US sanctions will
be on Iran alone, but on other countries too, especially in
the Middle East.

Many Gulf States, including Kuwait, a strategic ally of
the United States, have strong and old economic and politi-
cal ties with Iran, but how can they be affected by the cur-
rent escalating crisis between Tehran and Washington? I
think maintaining balanced relations with the two sides is
not going to be easy for Gulf states.

Because of the intention of the United States to lower
Iranian oil exports to zero, Tehran has threatened to close
the strategic Strait of Hormuz, saying that if it cannot
export its oil abroad, none of the countries of the region
will export oil through the Hormuz.

The American military moving a number of its naval
vessels to the Gulf will not be frightening for a country like
Iran, because it will not give in to these pressures and will
not be the only one to be affected by the complexity of the
landscape in the region.

Iran is producing 1.3 million barrels of oil per day
according to its commitments to OPEC. I wonder if the
Gulf countries will be able to compensate for this shortage.
Also, I do not think the Gulf states have a desire to enter
into a new challenge in the region. Right now, the region is
in a difficult condition with the continuation of the war in
Yemen and its repercussions.

I expect a major crisis in the oil market that threatens oil
supply, which is a high price to pay, so the situation needs a
quick solution to stop the tension in the region between the
two countries, because both scenarios - whether Iran clos-
ing the Strait of Hormuz or America succeeding in “zero”
exports of Iranian oil - will not benefit anyone.

I think that the positions of the surrounding countries
will vary between those who will try to create a balanced
attitude to maintain relations with US and Iran and those
who see Iran as a dangerous enemy to their interests and
welcome US pressure.

I expect that this will be hard for countries with eco-
nomic or political interests with Iran, such as Turkey and
Iraq, with a lower percentage of risk for a country such as
Qatar, which recently headed towards Iran after the Gulf
crisis. Kuwait, as usual, will maintain its diplomatic policy
and will try to maintain a balanced relationship to avoid
possible damage if it takes a clear hostile stand against any
party. Let’s not forget that the United States and Iran are
Iraq’s main political and economic partners.

On the other hand, Iran still has power in the region and
is ready to defend its oil-based economic interests.
Because nearly a year after the United States pulled out of
the nuclear deal, the sanctions do not seem to have
changed the Iranian influence in the region. Iran may ease
dependence on oil and promote self-sufficiency to create
an economic model that can continue even under external
pressures.

Yet, consumers around the world may be more likely to
see a change in oil prices in the coming months.

Until now, most experts see the possibility of a war as
not possible and consider the situation as a temporary ten-
sion that can be calmed, because closing the Strait of
Hormuz will allow the United States to take the matter as a
pretext for war, and this will harm everyone. So I see that
what the United States is doing is a policy of maximum
pressure.

Now there is an urgent need to remedy the tense situa-
tion to avoid further escalation in the region, because
keeping up with US sanctions is difficult for the countries
in the region and European intervention is required to calm
the tension, because the potential damages will be at the
expense of Washington’s allies and interests in the world.

US vs Iran

Muna@kuwaittimes.net  

By Muna Al-Fuzai 

local spotlight

Kuwaitis spent KD 4.03 billion on
travel in 2018, up by 17.6 percent 

Kuwaitis spend 11% of annual income on tourism
By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: According to official statistics, Kuwaitis’ total
spending on travel increased by 17.6 percent in 2018,
where they spent KD 4.03 billion ($13.9 billion), com-
pared to only KD 3.43 billion ($11.31 billion) in 2017. The
statistics also showed revenues from tourism have
retreated by 10.6 percent as the tourism sector only
made KD 378 million compared to KD 423 million in
2017. A World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) study
had pointed out Kuwaitis annually spend 11 percent of
their income on tourism, travelling and recreation - the
highest in GCC states - followed by Saudis, who spend
7 percent of their income on tourism, Qataris 5.7 per-
cent, Omanis 3.3 percent and Bahrainis 2.1 percent. 

Price control
Minister of Social Affairs Saad Al-Kharraz stressed

that the ministry is closely monitoring consumer goods
prices in various co-ops during Ramadan to prevent
any unjustified price hikes accompanying the high
demand during the holy month. Speaking on the side-
lines of an iftar with residents of social care homes,
Kharraz said special teams had been formed in collabo-
ration with the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, the
Union of Consumer Cooperative Societies and the
Public Authority for Manpower to tour and inspect var-
ious co-ops and fine violators.

High school graduates 
Kuwait University is scheduled to hold a meeting

within a few days with various educational facilities
including private universities and the Public Authority
for Applied Education and Training (PAAET) to discuss
the admission of high school graduates for the next
academic year (2019-2020), said informed sources. The
sources added that this meeting is held on an annual
basis to set the arrangements to open local and over-
seas scholarships according to budgets, capacities and
labor market needs. 

Fake degrees 
The Manpower and Government Restructuring

Program (MGRP) recently asked the Ministry of
Education to provide it with information concerning the
academic sequence and the validity of degrees
obtained by around 40 of its employees, as it launched
an investigation into suspicions that some of them
could have fake degrees.

South Khaitan project
Head of the South Khaitan housing project’s com-

mittee Bader Al-Mutairi predicted that if everything
goes according to schedule without any obstacles, con-
struction orders will be distributed to beneficiaries by
the end of 2020. Mutairi added committee members
recently met the Public Authority for Roads and
Transportation’s deputy director Soha Ashkanani, who
told them that receiving bids for the tender of building
the project’s infrastructure will be completed on May
26, then the offers will be studied. 

Cleaning tenders
Well-informed source at Kuwait Municipality said

the municipality’s executive body is fully committed to
studying cleaning bids within a month after receiving
them from the Central Agency for Public Tenders. “We
received the offers on March 11 and sent our reply on
April 11, which means there is no delay on our side,” the
sources stressed. The sources added that the munici-
pality suggested conditioning that contractors only
take one project each in order to create competitive-
ness amongst them and help reduce costs, which has
already happened as new contracts cost 55.65 percent
less than the previous ones.  

KUWAIT: The national project for the development
of the healthy school canteen is one of the important
methods and tools recently adopted by the Kuwaiti
Ministry of Education to strengthen the nutritional
status of school students in cooperation with Kuwait
Flour Mills and Bakery Company. This initiative
encourages students to change the wrong habits and
adopt positive behavior by providing food to reduce
the incidence of nutritional-related diseases.

In March, the Ministry of Education began imple-
menting the project initially on eight schools for
experimentation. Health products were presented by
Flour Mills Company in preparation for the expansion
of the project next year to include primary schools

and then include all stages. This project was applied
to these schools as a first step in cooperation with the
Kuwaiti Ministry of Health, the Kuwait’s Public
Authority for Food and Nutrition and the Kuwait
Flour Mills and Bakeries Company to provide various
and safe food items for school students. The project
seeks to develop the school canteen to provide a
variety of nutritious food at affordable prices for
school students in order to improve their health and
to reduce the risk factors leading to no communicable
diseases.

In this context, Kuwait Flour Mills and Bakeries
Company CEO Mutlaq Al-Zayed said that the canteen
project is aimed to introduce the company’s products
in canteens with the approved specifications of
Kuwait’s Public Authority for Food and Nutrition in
order to preserve the health of school students. Zayed
added that the company and its partners represented
by the Ministry of Education and the Food and
Nutrition Authority have developed an objective plan
for the project consisting of three phases aimed at
preserving the health of the students in terms of

national responsibility. He explained that the first
phase included the adoption of samples of the com-
pany’s varieties by the Food and Nutrition Authority
after conducting several questionnaires for students
to know their favorite products.

As for the second phase, it began supplying sam-
ples to eight schools from different stages and gover-
norates to test the products and undergo a trial peri-
od of 3 weeks, he said. He added that during this
period, questionnaires would be conducted for stu-
dents after the experiment, noting that the third phase
will be the actual supply starting from the next school
year for all primary schools. He said that the number
of products offered by the company in the canteens
amounted to about 31 products of different flavors
ranging from 100 fils to 250 fils Kuwaiti ($0.32 to
$0.81). He added that the mechanism of work in the
project is now through the delivery of the company’s
products to the school’s canteens, which are respon-
sible for the purchase, pointing out that there is a
trend in the future to use vending machines in schools
to sell products of the company. — KUNA

School canteens project
to change students’
bad health habits 

NEW YORK: Kuwait late on Thursday reiterated its
condemnation of Israeli settlement policy, branding it a
“major obstacle” before achieving peace in the Middle
East. This came in a speech by Kuwait’s acting perma-
nent Representative to the UN Counselor Bader Al-
Munayikh during a Security Council Arria-Formula
Meeting on (Israeli-Settlements and Settlers: Core of
the occupation, protection crisis and obstruction of
peace). The meeting jointly convened by Kuwait,
Indonesia, and South Africa.

During the meeting, chaired by Indonesia’s Foreign
Minister Retno Marsudi, Counselor Munayikh pointed
out that since 1967 and until the end of 2017, some 220
settlements were built throughout the West Bank, hous-
ing around 620,000 settlers; 210,000 of whom in the
occupied East Jerusalem. He stressed dire fallouts of
this policy on achieving a two-state solution based on
the 1967 border, attributing such consequences to the
“unprecedented” expansion of settlements, going par-
allel with the increasing rate of violence by settlers
against Palestinian civilians.

Moreover, the settlements’ expansion policy have
become a “regrettable vicious cycle” of violence and
displacement; a grim reality lived by Palestinians on
ground, Munayikh noted. The Foreign Minister of the
Observer State of Palestine, Riyad Malki also attended

the meeting, which aims to discuss international
responsibilities to uphold the law and internationally
agreed norms and principles, including in regards to
the prohibitions on the acquisition of territory by
force; the right of peoples to self-determination and
the protection of civilians in situations of armed con-
flict; and will examine measures of accountability in a
case of continued violations.

The meeting’s concept note argues that the two-
state solution is being jeopardized by Israel’s illegal
construction of settlements and transfer of its settlers to
Palestinian territory occupied since June 1967, includ-
ing East Jerusalem. The note maintains that this is part
of Israel’s effort to change “the demographic composi-
tion, character and status” of the Occupied Palestinian
Territories. It also describes what the organizers of the

meeting argue are unlawful policies that stem from the
establishment of settlements, such as forced displace-
ment of Palestinians and the demolition of homes and
properties, among others.

The note calls for Israel to be held accountable for
all breaches of international law stemming from settle-
ment activities and condemns what it sees as impunity
for settlers’ actions. Also with regard to accountabili-
ty, it calls on the international community and specifi-
cally the Security Council to use its tools to hold
Israel accountable for its “illegal behavior” and to
impose consequences if Israel does not act in line with
its legal obligations. The meeting comes on the back-
drop of the recent violence flare-up on the ground
last week, as protests erupted over Israel’s continuing
blockade of Gaza. — KUNA

Israel’s settlement
policy major obstacle
before peace: Kuwait

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s acting permanent Representative to the UN Counselor Bader Al-Munayikh (left) speaks during
a Security Council Arria-Formula Meeting. — KUNA 

NEW YORK: Belgium, Cote d’Ivoire, Dominican Republic,
Equatorial Guinea, France, Germany, Kuwait, Peru, Poland,
United Kingdom, and the United States were briefed on
Friday by UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA) regarding developments in the de-escala-
tion area of northwestern Syria. “We received a briefing
by OCHA on the situation in and around northwestern
Syria,” a statement by the Security Council members said.
“We follow with great concern the intensifying hostilities
in northwestern Syria,” the statement said.

“We condemn the loss of innocent civilian lives, and are
alarmed by the displacement of over 150.000 persons as
well as the targeting of population centers and civilian
infrastructure, including hospitals and schools,” the state-
ment added. “We express our deep concern of a potential
humanitarian catastrophe in the event of a full-scale mili-
tary operation in Idlib zone,” the statement said. “We urge
all parties to uphold international humanitarian law and
protect civilians,” the statement noted. “We urge the con-
cerned parties to recommit and comply fully with the

ceasefire arrangements of the memorandum signed on 17
September 2018,” the statement added. “We reaffirm our

commitment to UN efforts and to the UN-led political
process,” the statement added. — KUNA

Security Council
briefed on latest in
northwestern Syria

NEW YORK: A press conference from the UN Security Council members’ briefing on latest in northwestern Syria. — KUNA




