
VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis yesterday passed
a measure to oblige those who know about sex
abuse in the Catholic Church to report it to their
superiors, following a global clerical pedophilia
scandal. Every diocese in the world will now be
obliged to have a system for the reporting of
abuse, under a new law published by the Vatican-
but the requirement will not apply to secrets re-
vealed to priests in the confessional. It is time to
learn from the “bitter lessons of the past”, Francis
said in the text of the legal decree. It follows a se-
ries of clerical assault cases in countries ranging
from Australia to Chile, Germany and the US.

The “Motu Proprio”, a legal document issued
under the pope’s personal authority, declares
that anyone who has knowledge of abuse, or
suspects it, is “obliged to report (it) promptly”
to the Church, using “easily accessible systems”.
“Though this obligation was formerly left up to
individual consciences, it now becomes a uni-
versally established legal precept” within the
Church, said Andrea Tornielli, editorial director
of the Vatican’s communications department.
The law only applies within the Church and has
no force to oblige individuals to report abuse to
civil authorities. Under the new measure, every
diocese around the world is obliged by June
2020 to create a system for the reporting of
sexual abuse by clerics, the use of child pornog-

raphy and cover-ups of abuse.

Confessions still secret    
The document focuses particularly on the sex-

ual or psychological abuse of children and vul-
nerable adults, but also targets sexual abuse and
violence resulting from an abuse of authority-
such as the exploitation of nuns by priests. Pope
Francis admitting publicly in February that priests
have used nuns as “sexual slaves”-and may still
be doing so. Victims’ groups have long called for
Francis to put in place concrete measures to
tackle clerical child abuse, including immediately
firing any cleric found guilty of even a single act
of abuse, or of covering it up.

They also want all abusers or suspected
abusers to be reported to police, and any abuse-
related files handed over to them. Some have
called for priests who hear of abuse during con-
fessions to be forced to report it. The new law
stops short of that. Catholics believe that within
the confessional the penitent is talking to God,
and everything in the confession is secret. A
priest who reveals such secrets is automatically
expelled from the Church. The new law follows
a historic Vatican summit on child sexual abuse
by priests in February, which saw much self-re-
crimination by the Church and horror stories
from abuse survivors. —AFP
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VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis blesses a child as he arrives for the weekly general audience at St. Peter’s
square in the Vatican. —AFP

Dioceses to create system to report sexual abuse by clerics

Pope changes Church law to make 
reporting sex abuse obligatory

Guaido’s deputy 
arrested in
Venezuela
CARACAS: Venezuelan intelligence agents
Wednesday detained a senior leader of the op-
position-dominated National Assembly, the first
arrest of a lawmaker since the failed uprising
against President Nicolas Maduro last week.
Edgar Zambrano said agents had towed him and
his car to prison after he refused to get out of
the vehicle. Zambrano is deputy to National As-
sembly speaker Juan Guaido, who is recognized
as the country’s leader by more than 50 states,
and who organized the April 30 revolt.

“We warn the people of Venezuela and the
international community: the regime has kid-
napped the first vice-president” of the National
Assembly, said Guaido, who heads the body and
has been in a power struggle with Maduro since
declaring himself acting president in January.
“They are trying to destroy the power repre-
senting all Venezuelans, but they will not achieve
it,” Guaido said.

Shortly before his arrest, Zambrano said on
Twitter that agents of the SEBIN intelligence
agency had encircled his vehicle outside the
headquarters of the Democratic Action party.
“As we refused to get out of our vehicle, they
used a tow truck to forcibly take us directly to
the Helicoide,” a notorious political prison and
the headquarters of the secret service, he
tweeted. The United States, European Union and

several Latin American states criticized Zam-
brano’s arrest.

Inexcusable   
On the Twitter account of its now-closed em-

bassy in Caracas, Washington called the deten-
tion “illegal and inexcusable.” It warned of
“consequences” if he is not immediately re-
leased. Early yesterday US President Donald
Trump-whose country was among the first to
back Guaido-said he was “discussing the terrible
abuses by Maduro.” Trump did not mention
Zambrano but said the US will stand with the
people of Venezuela “for however long it takes!”

Along with the US, Argentina, Colombia,
Chile and Peru protested his arrest while the EU
said it was “another flagrant violation of the
country’s constitution.” Separately, Venezuela’s
Supreme Court indicted three more lawmakers
for backing Guaido’s uprising, which set off two
days of clashes between security forces and
protesters.  Attorney General Tarek William
Saab says the clashes left six people dead.

The three lawmakers-named as Freddy Su-
perlano, Sergio Vergara and Juan Andres Mejia-
are accused of high treason and conspiracy. This
brings to 10 the number of opposition lawmakers
indicted for supporting Guaido, following a court
announcement on Tuesday that seven others will
be prosecuted. Soon after the announcement,
the Constituent Assembly-which effectively acts
as a regime rubber stamp-stripped the seven of
their parliamentary immunity. Guaido was him-
self stripped of immunity on April 2. The Con-
stituent Assembly, which Maduro created to
sideline the National Assembly, has said it would
suspend the immunity of any lawmakers who
backed the uprising. —AFP 

Rideshare 
drivers strike
as Uber poised
to go public
NEW YORK: Thousands of Uber and Lyft
drivers turned off their apps in a US-wide
strike Wednesday over pay and working con-
ditions, casting a shadow over this week’s
keenly anticipated Wall Street debut of ride-
hailing leader Uber. Uber is expected to
launch its initial public offering (IPO) on Fri-
day giving it an estimated valuation of some
$80 billion, one of the biggest tech listings in
recent years but rather lower than its earlier
hopes of around $100 billion.

The launch will be a major milestone for
the company, which has raised billions and
disrupted the taxi industry in cities around the
world. It will also come in the rear-view mir-
ror of a troubled market debut for Uber’s
largest US rival Lyft, which has lost more than
15 percent of its value since its March IPO.
Strikes that took place Wednesday high-
lighted a dilemma for rideshare firms, which
have faced challenges from regulators and
traditional taxi operators for using a business
model relying on independent contractors.

One group protested outside the New
York Stock Exchange, where Uber is set to

list shares, with some signs reading “Invest in
our lives-Not their stocks.” Similar actions
took place in Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles,
San Diego, Washington and in Uber’s home
town, San Francisco. Protests were held in
Britain as well with drivers in London, Birm-
ingham, Nottingham and Glasgow called on
to log off apps and demonstrate outside Uber
offices, according to the Independent Work-
ers’ Union of Great Britain.

Rideshare companies maintain that drivers
are able to thrive and maintain work flexibility,
and that their business model would not work
if drivers were treated as wage-based em-
ployees. Uber and Lyft did not immediately
comment on the protests.

“While we aim to provide an earnings op-
portunity comparable to that available in re-
tail, wholesale, or restaurant services or other
similar work, we continue to experience dis-
satisfaction with our platform from a signifi-
cant number of drivers,” Uber said in a filing
with securities regulators. “In particular, as we
aim to reduce driver incentives to improve our
financial performance, we expect driver dis-
satisfaction will generally increase.”

Uber envisions becoming the “Amazon of
transportation” in a future where people
share instead of owning vehicles. If all goes
to plan, commuters could ride an e-scooter to
a transit station, take a train then grab an e-
bike, ride share or e-scooter at the arriving
station to complete a journey using the Uber
smartphone app. Of course, shared car rides
would be an option, eventually driven by
computers instead of humans. —AFP


