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SIBIU, Romania: French President Emmanuel
Macron defended his country’s arms sales to
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates yes-
terday as campaigners focused attention on a
new shipment set to leave from the northern port
of Le Havre. Human rights groups have regularly
denounced France for continuing to supply the
Gulf states despite allegations of war crimes and
civilian deaths during their military operations in
neighboring Yemen.

“Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates
are allies of France and allies in the fight against
terrorism. We accept responsibility for that,”
Macron told reporters when asked about the
arms sales. Speaking as he arrived for a meeting
of EU leaders in Romania, Macron said that arms
exports were overseen by a government com-
mittee that had demanded guarantees that the
weapons would not be used against civilians.
“We received that,” he added.

Macron has faced mounting pressure from
critics in France over the deliveries, particularly
after a recent leaked intelligence report showed
that French weapons were being widely used in
the Yemen conflict. Leftwing lawmakers
stormed out of parliament on Tuesday in
protest after Genevieve Darrieussecq, secre-
tary of state for the armed forces, said there
was “no proof these weapons are being used
against civilian populations”.

The conflict in Yemen has lasted more than
four years and killed tens of thousands of peo-
ple, many of them civilians, relief agencies say.
The fighting has triggered what the United Na-
tions describes as the world’s worst humanitar-
ian crisis, with 3.3 million people still displaced
and 24.1 million-more than two-thirds of the
population-in need of aid.

For the past week, NGOs such as the Cam-
paign Against Arms Trade and Human Rights
Watch have tracked the movements of a Saudi
cargo ship that has travelled between Belgium,
Britain and France. French Defense Minister
Florence Parly confirmed Wednesday that
French weapons would be loaded onto the ship,
the Bahri Yanbu, when it docks at the French
port of Le Havre. 

It was anchored around 30 kilometers from
the port on the Channel coast yesterday after-
noon, tracking website Marine Traffic showed.
The French campaign group Christian Action for
the Abolition of Torture (ACAT) filed a suit in a
Paris court on Thursday seeking to prevent the
ship from loading its cargo. The group is seeking
to use a 2014 international treaty regulating the
arms trade which stipulates that signatory coun-
tries should not export weapons if they know
they might be used to commit war crimes.

“It is entirely true that for several years-at its
height, five or six years ago in contracts that

were signed at that time-France has sold
weapons to the United Arab Emirates and Saudi
Arabia,” Macron added yesterday. “The majority
of these weapons that were sold have been used

inside their territories or at the border,” he
added. “But I want to be clear: we need to be
with our allies in these difficult times and the war
against terrorism is a priority for us.” — AFP
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South Africa ANC 
takes early lead 
in election results
PRETORIA: South Africa’s ANC surged into the lead in
early official results yesterday with 55 percent of the vote
in the first electoral test of President Cyril Ramaphosa’s
bid to reinvigorate the ruling party. With just over a fifth
of voting districts tallied, the Election Commission put the
African National Congress well ahead, with its closest rival
the Democratic Alliance trailing with a distant 26 percent.
The Economic Freedom Fighters, founded six years ago by
former ANC youth leader Julius Malema, was sitting at
eight percent

Ramaphosa, 66, took over last year after the African Na-
tional Congress (ANC) forced then-president Jacob Zuma
to resign after nine years dominated by corruption allega-
tions and economic problems. The party that wins the most
seats in parliament selects the country’s president, who will
be sworn in on May 25. “The outcome of this election will
be a major boost for investors... and investor confidence, it’s
about confidence and about the future,” Ramaphosa said
after voting on Wednesday.

The ANC’s reputation was badly sullied under Zuma.
“We apologize for our mistakes.” Support for the ANC has
fallen in every election since 2004 with the party taking 54
percent in 2016 municipal elections, compared with 62 per-
cent in 2014’s national vote. Nelson Mandela and the African
National Congress (ANC) were swept to power with a land-
slide in the country’s first multi-racial polls that marked the
end of apartheid in 1994.

Most opinion surveys suggest the ANC will secure
nearly 60 percent of the vote, thanks to Ramaphosa’s appeal
and a fractured opposition. Dirk Coetzee, a professor at
UNISA’s political science department, said “the higher the
percentage for the ANC, the more it will give him
(Ramaphosa) bargaining power”. “If Ramaphosa gets below
50 percent he will be very vulnerable” to challenges from
rivals within the ANC, he added.

‘The poor are getting poorer’  
The ANC has been confronted by deepening public

anger over its failure to tackle poverty and inequality in
post-apartheid South Africa. “We have given them 25 years
but the poor are getting poorer and the rich richer,” said
voter Anmareth Preece, 28, a teacher from Coligny in North
West province. “We need a government that governs for the
people, not for themselves.” The economy grew just 0.8 per-
cent in 2018 and unemployment hovers around 27 percent-
soaring to over 50 percent among young people.

Of the 47 opposition parties in the race, only the main
opposition centrist DA and the radical-left EFF are major
players. The DA is hoping to shed its image as a white, mid-
dle-class party. Its first black leader, Mmusi Maimane, is
contesting his maiden general election since taking the helm
in 2015, and is expected to make modest gains on the DA’s
2014 vote share of 22 percent. Malema’s EFF was predicted
to make major gains, growing from 6.3 percent to a forecast
11 percent. The partial results show it at eight percent.

“The ANC has taken people for granted. There is some
arrogance which has crept in,” said voter Mandla Booi,
45, in Port Elizabeth on the south coast. The EFF, which
appeals mainly to young voters and the poor, has cam-
paigned on a policy of seizing land from white owners to
give to blacks. Enforced land redistribution is also ANC
policy-alarming some investors. About 26.8 million voters
were registered to cast their ballots at 22,925 polling sta-
tions countrywide. — AFP
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harbourg. —AFP

Election candidate 
breaks down over 
vicious pamphlet
NEW DELHI: An Oxford-educated candidate contesting India’s
election broke down yesterday after a savage anonymous pamphlet
accused her of being a prostitute and of having sex with a fellow
teacher. An emotional Atishi Marlena, a candidate at national level in
Sunday’s vote, told a news conference that the accusations were “ob-
scene and derogatory”. The pamphlet said that as a primary school
teacher, Atishi “was caught red handed while having sex and in a com-
promising position with another teacher”.

It said she was married to a Christian-”i.e. a Beef Eater”-and was
pregnant by an illegitimate member of a low-caste, and therefore a
“prostitute”. Atishi, a former Rhodes scholar to Britain’s Oxford Uni-
versity, is standing as a candidate for the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
which won control of Delhi in state elections in 2015 on an anti-cor-
ruption platform. Both Atishi and AAP head and Delhi chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal accused Gautam Gambhir, a former international
cricketer and candidate for the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), of being
behind the pamphlet.

He strenuously denied the accusation on Twitter. “I declare that if
its proven that I did it, I will withdraw my candidature right now,”
wrote Gambhir. “Never imagined Gautam Gambhir to stoop so low,”
chief minister Kejriwal had earlier tweeted. “Atishi, stay strong. I can
imagine how difficult it must be for u. It is precisely this kind of forces
we have to fight against.” The row comes weeks after Atishi accused
Gambhir of possessing two voter identification cards and appealed to
election authorities to disqualify him. —AFP


