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KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower
plans to impose new conditions on transactions
for expats older than 65 who hold no university
degrees, said informed sources. The sources
added that some labor departments had al-
ready started banning visa transfers from one
company to another for this particular cate-
gory. The sources added that according to
Public Authority of Civil Information (PACI)
statistics, the total number of expats older than
65 is 23,500 in the private sector, 2,250 as do-
mestic helpers, 9,516 housewives, 488 retirees
with special income and 1,094 unemployed.

The sources said 10,217 expats older than
65 hold university degrees or higher, while
8,914 are illiterate, 8,599 can only read and
write, 6,082 have completed high school, 5,618
intermediate school and 4,302 only have a pri-
mary school education.

In a related development, well-informed
sources told local Kuwaiti daily Al-Qabas that
security authorities deported 4,500 expats
since the beginning of this year until the end of

April. The sources added they were deported
for various reasons including violating resi-
dency laws or involvement in criminal cases.
“The process of deportation has grown faster
than ever,” the sources underlined. However,
concerned sources stressed that Deputy Prime
Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Khaled
Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah and
his Undersecretary Lt
Gen Essam Al-Nahham
have given strict instruc-
tions not to be abusive in
deportation or deport
any expats without due
legal cause. 

Meanwhile, the resi-
dency investigation department has issued ar-
rest warrants against 800 expats, mainly Arabs,
who had been recruited and brought to Kuwait
by fake companies, said informed sources, not-
ing that two Kuwaiti officials of those compa-
nies have been arrested and a travel ban had
been imposed to prevent other suspects from
leaving the country. 

4,944 hired
Central Statistical Commission (CSC) statis-

tics showed that 4,944 unqualified Kuwaitis
(with primary or lower education) have been ap-
pointed in various government bodies in 2018
and 2019.  Statistics added that the number of

citizens holding PhD de-
grees increased by 266
this year to become
4,091 while those hold-
ing master’s degrees
rose up to 7,601 this
year. Statistics also
showed that the majority
of citizens prefer educa-
tion-related jobs, as over
3,000 Kuwaitis joined

educational facilities, while only 271 took up jobs
in the medical field in the same period. 

Mail workers on strike
Expats working at the mail sector of the min-

istry of services have been on strike for five days
now without any response from the concerned
authorities, said informed sources, noting that

mail traffic at Kuwait International Airport and
various mail centers around Kuwait is com-
pletely paralyzed. The sources added that piles
of undelivered parcels have been accumulating
at those centers due to the strike which hap-
pened because the contracted company has not
paid its employees’ salaries for months.

Sheep export ban
The Ministry of Commerce and Industry

(MoCI) decided to ban the export or re-export
of all local and imported sheep until Aug 31 or
until the ban’s reason is over - whichever comes
first. A statement MoCI issued in this regard jus-
tified the decision on the desire to provide local
markets with enough local and imported sheep
supplies. 

New ambulances
Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah

said 79 new ambulances will join service within
a week once the needed paperwork is done by
auditing bodies. He also announced that a num-
ber of health programs will be launched soon, in-
cluding one for heart transplants. 

L o c a l Friday, May 10, 2019

Friday 9

Manpower authority to restrict
hiring of expats older than 65

Mail workers 
on strike for 

five days  

4,500 expats deported in four months

Cabinet won’t
attend Sunday’s
session: Speaker
KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem announced yesterday
that the Cabinet will not attend the special
session on May 12. “Today, the Cabinet in-
formed me it would not attend the session
due to lack of coordination,” Ghanem stated
to reporters. In this case, the session will not
be held, he said, adding he has called to hold
the special session in accordance with bylaw
processes. The Cabinet usually attends par-
liamentary special sessions when coordina-
tion is made with it on subjects of discussion

or session scheduling, noted Ghanem. Fur-
thermore, the top lawmaker said that he
would not attend the session, anyway, adding
his deputy Eisa Al-Kanderi would be his
substitute in running the session if it is held.

Ghanem also mentioned that a number of
MPs have requested allocating two hours in
next session for discussing the regional sit-
uations surrounding the country, noting that
coordination is currently underway with the
Cabinet in that regard. The current state of
situations in the region has a direct impact
on the situations inside the country, he said,
adding MPs would shoulder great responsi-
bility towards issues threatening Kuwait’s
security and stability. Meanwhile, Ghanem
announced the parliament is to hold intensi-
fied special sessions, up to over six, in June
for reviewing budgets and completing ap-
proval on a number of bills. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Director of the Natural Medicine
and Rehabilitation Hospital Dr. Salah Al-
Shayji said yesterday that the development
and rehabilitation of the Chinese Medicine
Center would be completed within three
months, adding that it will be upgraded with
new and advanced treatment facilities. Shaeyji
said in a press statement on the sidelines of a

visit by an official Chinese delegation to view
the new Chinese medicine center that Kuwait
is “the first Gulf country to have a center spe-
cialized in Chinese medicine.” He explained
that the Chinese Medicine Center allows citi-
zens and residents the possibility of treatment
through Chinese needles and Chinese recipes
for all cases. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem speaks to reporters yesterday.

KUWAIT: Members of the Chinese delegation pose for a group photo with Kuwaiti officials.


