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Rockets level series against Warriors
LOS ANGELES: James Harden scored 38 points and
the Houston Rockets held off the Golden State Warriors
112-108 Monday to knot their NBA playoff series at two
games apiece. The reigning champion Warriors head
home for game five of the best-of-seven Western
Conference clash today with a lot of work to do in a
series in which each game has been decided by six or
fewer points.

It was a different story on Monday in the East, as
Milwaukee star Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 17 of his
39 points in the fourth quarter to propel the Bucks to a
113-101 victory over the Celtics in Boston and a com-
manding 3-1 series lead.

Milwaukee will try to punch their ticket to the Eastern
Conference finals when they host game five today. In
Houston, reigning NBA Most Valuable Player Harden
made sure the Rockets didn’t fall into a similar hole.

Harden scored 13 of his 18 first-half points in the sec-
ond quarter and added another 13 in the third, when the
Rockets stretched their lead to as many as 17.

The Warriors responded with an 11-0 scoring run in
the third period, and put together a 7-0 run late in the
fourth, when they pulled within 108-110 on a Stephen
Curry three-pointer with 19.3 seconds left.

Down 111-108 with 11.5 seconds remaining, Golden
State saw Kevin Durant and Curry miss three-point
attempts. “Our motto was keep fighting,” said Harden,
who also pulled down 10 rebounds. “We know how
tough they are. We’ve got to keep fighting on both ends
of the floor, stay in attack mode, be aggressive.”

Eric Gordon added 20 points for the Rockets and PJ
Tucker added 17 and 10 rebounds. Durant paced the
Warriors with 34 points. Curry added 30 points and
Draymond Green posted a double-double of 15 points
and 10 rebounds.

But in another bruising encounter between the two
teams, Golden State made just eight of 33 three-point
attempts. Curry and Klay Thompson combined to shoot
just two-of-10 from three-point range.

The Rockets, meanwhile, hit 17 of 50 from beyond the

arc. “I think both teams are doing what they’re doing and
nothing’s really happened yet,” Warriors coach Steve
Kerr said. “It’s 2-2. Each team has won two home games-
that’s kind of how the playoffs go ... We’ve just got to be
a little better.”

CELTICS FACE ELIMINATION 
The Celtics need to be a lot better to avoid elimina-

tion against the Bucks. “It’s win or go home,” said Celtics
coach Brad Stevens. “It takes a lot of mental fortitude. It
takes a lot of mental toughness. It reveals a lot. I’m look-
ing forward to that challenge.”

Once again in their series, the third quarter proved
pivotal, with the Bucks outscoring the Celtics 33-23 to
turn a 49-47 halftime deficit to an 80-72 lead. The turn-
around came with Antetokounmpo on the bench with his
fourth foul for the last eight minutes of the quarter.

During that span, the Bucks outscored the Celtics 21-
13 and when Antetokounmpo returned in the fourth, the
Bucks only pressed the action more. Milwaukee took

their biggest lead of the night 91-79 on a driving Eric
Bledsoe’s finger-roll finish with 9:05 left to play.

Boston closed within five on Al Horford’s driving
layup less than two minutes later, but they would get no
closer. Antetokounmpo, coming off a 32-point game on
Friday, connected on 15 of 22 shots from the field and
pulled down 16 rebounds.

Bledsoe and Khris Middleton added 13 points apiece
and George Hill added 15 points off the bench. “It’s
amazing,” Antetokounmpo said. “I think the whole group,
the whole team played hard. Everybody was ready,
everybody stepped up.

“This is what (separates) an average team from a
great team,” he added, “that if you have the opportunity
to be up two games, we’re all ready.” Kyrie Irving led the
Celtics with 23 points and 10 assists, but made just seven
of 22 shots from the field.

Overall, the Celtics made just 37.8 percent of their
shots and heard boos from the home field as they left
the court. — AFP

HOUSTON: Stephen Curry #30 of the Golden State Warriors drives to the basket defended by Eric Gordon #10 of the Houston Rockets in the third quarter during Game Four of the Second Round of the 2019 NBA Western Conference Playoffs
at Toyota Center in Houston, Texas.  — AFP

Bucks push Celtics to brink with commanding 3-1 series lead

Trump awards
Presidential 
Medal of Freedom
to Tiger Woods
WASHINGTON: Tiger Woods, fresh off
his epic comeback victory in the Masters,
was awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom by President Donald Trump at the
White House on Monday. Presenting the
golfing great with the nation’s highest hon-
or, Trump praised Woods’ “relentless will to
win, win, win.”

“These qualities embody the American
spirit of pushing boundaries, defying limits
and always striving for greatness,” the
president said. Trump congratulated Woods
on “your amazing comeback and your
amazing life and for giving sports fans a
lifetime of memories.

“We can’t wait to see what’s next, Tiger,”
said Trump, an avid golfer and owner of

several golf courses around the world.
Woods, 43, choked up as he thanked his
mother, his two children, his girlfriend and
his caddy during the ceremony in the White
House Rose Garden.

“You have seen the good and the bad, the
highs and the lows,” said Woods, who battled
back from injury to win the Masters last
month, his first major title since the 2008 US
Open. “My dad is no longer here, but my
mom is here,” Woods said. “I love you, Mom.”

“I have tried to hang in there and I have
tried to come back and play the great game
of golf again,” Woods said. “I have been
lucky enough to have had the opportunity to
do it again.” He said his Masters victory was
“probably the highlight of what I have
accomplished so far in my life on the golf
course. “To have had that type of experience
and to be able to come out on top and win,”
he said. Established by John F. Kennedy in
1963, the Presidential Medal of Freedom is
bestowed upon those who have made an
“especially meritorious” contribution to US
security or national interests, world peace,
cultural pursuits or other non-specified
endeavors.

It has been awarded to nearly three dozen
sports figures including golf legends Jack
Nicklaus and Arnold Palmer, honored by
president George W. Bush. President Barack
Obama gave the medal in 2014 to Charlie
Sifford, the first African American golfer to
play on the PGA Tour.

During his speech, Woods praised Sifford
who he said was “like the grandpa I never
had.” “I ended up becoming so close with
him that I ended up naming my son Charlie
after him,” he said. “So to have been chosen
as the next golfer after Charlie is truly
remarkable.”

Woods’ Masters was his 15th major title,
leaving him just three short of the record held
by Nicklaus. Woods, a black superstar in a
white-dominated sport, has steered clear of
commenting on politics during his career.

He has golfed with Democratic presi-
dents Bill Clinton and Barack Obama and
with Republican presidents George H.W.
Bush and Trump. He has hit the links with
Trump on several occasions, most recently
in February at the president’s course in
Jupiter, Florida.

Woods was asked last year about his rela-

tionship with Trump, who has been engaged
in an ongoing feud with a number of African-
American basketball and football stars. “Well,

I’ve known Donald for a number of years,”
Woods said. “We’ve played golf together.
We’ve had dinner together. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Professional golfer Tiger Woods (C) stands with his girlfriend Erica Herman (L),
Kultida Woods (2L), Sam Alexis Woods (3L), Charlie Axel Woods (C-bottom), US President
Donald Trump (2R), and US first lady Melania Trump (R) after a Presidential Medal of Freedom
ceremony in the Rose Garden of the White House , in Washington. —AFP


