
NEW DELHI: An Indian Premier League umpire has
been reported to the national body for allegedly kick-
ing a door after an altercation with Royal Challengers
Bangalore skipper Virat Kohli, a press report said
yesterday.

Englishman Nigel Llong’s on-pitch argument with
Kohli, who is also Indian captain, was just the latest in a
string of heated exchanges between players and
umpires in this edition of the T20 extravaganza.

Llong, 50, who is due to umpire the IPL final on
Sunday, called out Bangalore paceman Umesh Yadav
for a no-ball in a May 4 match against Sunrisers
Hyderabad but replays suggested the bowler’s back
foot was behind the line.

Kohli and Yadav protested the call, made in the final
over of the Hyderabad innings, but Llong stood with his
decision. Umpires withdrawing a no-ball call is
extremely rare. Llong, who is on the International
Cricket Council’s Elite Panel of umpires, then vented his
anger by kicking the door of the umpires’ room at
Bangalore’s M. Chinnaswamy Stadium, according to the
Times of India newspaper.

The newspaper said that Llong paid 5,500 rupees
($72) in compensation for the damage but the state
association has decided to report the incident to the
sport’s national body, the BCCI. “It was an unfortunate
incident. As a state association we are duty bound to
report it and we are writing to the CoA (Committee of
Administrators),” a state official was quoted as saying.

The Board of Control for Cricket in India was not
immediately available for comment. Llong was also part
of a controversial decision during Bangalore’s rained-
off match against Rajasthan Royals when the bowlers
were allowed to bowl only one over in the five-overs-a-
side contest when a maximum of two is allowed.

The ugliest incident involving players and umpires
this IPL involved Chennai Super Kings skipper and for-
mer Indian captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni storming
onto the pitch to confront Indian umpire Ulhas Gandhe
over a no-ball decision.

Gandhe signalled a no-ball for height, only for his
Australian square-leg colleague Bruce Oxenford to
overrule. Dhoni, who had been bowled by Ben Stokes
the previous delivery, ran out of the dugout to argue
with the officials.

Dhoni, 37, due to lead Chennai against Mumbai
Indians in the IPL’s first effective semi-final -dubbed “El
Clasico” of the IPL-was docked 50 percent of his
match fee.

This IPL also witnessed controversy on only the
third day when Ravichandran Ashwin’s “Mankad” run-
out of England batsman Jos Buttler triggered a world-
wide debate on the spirit of cricket.

Ashwin, captain of Kings XI Punjab, stopped in his
delivery stride to whip off the bails while Buttler, for
Rajasthan Royals, was backing up at the non-striker’s
end. While within the rules of cricket it is generally seen
as contravening the spirit. — AFP

Gayle named WI 
vice captain 
for World Cup
LONDON: The West Indies cricket board has named
opening batsman Chris Gayle as the deputy to skipper
Jason Holder for the 50-over World Cup, which begins at
the end of this month in England and Wales.

Former captain Gayle, 39, will be playing in his fifth
World Cup and has amassed over 10,000 runs in 289
one-day internationals for the Caribbean side.

“As a senior player it is my responsibility to support
the captain and everyone else in the team,” Gayle said in a
statement from Cricket West Indies.

“This will probably be the biggest World Cup, so there
will be great expectations and I know we’ll do very well
for the people of the West Indies.”

Wicketkeeper batsman Shai Hope, who has played 50
ODIs with five centuries to his name, was named the vice
captain for the ongoing tri-series in Ireland, which also
features Bangladesh.

West Indies, champions in 1975 and 1979, start their
World Cup campaign on May 31 when they take on
Pakistan in Nottingham. —Reuters
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Irate IPL umpire reported 
for kicking door: Report

COLOMBO: File photo taken on July 17, 2017, umpire Nigel Llong (C) speaks with Sri Lankan cricket captain
Dinesh Chandimal (R) during the fourth day of a Test match between Sri Lanka and Zimbabwe in Colombo. Indian
Premier League umpire Nigel Llong has been reported to the national body for allegedly kicking a door after an
altercation with Royal Challengers Bangalore skipper Virat Kohli, a press report said yesterday. — AFP

Captaincy row
past, Afghanistan
eyeing semis: 
Chief selector
NEW DELHI: Afghanistan’s leader-
ship overhaul has not created any bad
blood in the dressing room and the play-
ers are toiling to achieve the goal of
reaching the semi-final at this year’s
World Cup, chief selector Dawlat Khan
Ahmadzai said yesterday.

Ahmadzai and his selection panel col-
leagues effected a leadership revamp last
month, naming different captains for dif-
ferent formats, which resulted in
Gulbadin Naib replacing Asghar Afghan
as their ODI skipper.

Senior players including spinner
Rashid Khan, who has been named
Afghanistan’s Twenty20 captain, took to
social media to criticise the overhaul
while many others questioned its timing.

Ahmadzai said it was the right time to
blood a new captain even though Asghar
remains part of their World Cup squad.
“At this point, Afghanistan cannot win the
World Cup with Asghar or with
Gulbadan (as the captain). But it’s a great
opportunity to promote a young cap-
tain... we have to go for the transition
phase,” he told a news conference in
New Delhi.

He said dissenting senior players like
Rashid and Mohammed Nabi have since
been taken into confidence and it was
now a united dressing room. “That was
their personal opinion... we handled it
very professionally and now they are
happy,” Ahmadzai said.

“Gulbadan has said he’ll make use of
Asghar’s experience. There is nothing
wrong with the team environment.
Changes do happen, like Sri Lanka did
with their captaincy. “The top manage-
ment wanted a change in captaincy. There
must have been reasons why we took
such a decision - keeping the betterment
of the team in mind rather than individu-
als. We are hopeful of good results.”

Afghanistan made their World Cup
debut in Australia four years ago, beating
Scotland but crashing out from the open-
ing round but have scripted a fairytale
rise since then. They beat Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh at the 2018 Asia Cup and
played a thrilling tie with a depleted
India and became the 12th test playing
nation last year.

“In 2015, there was no Rashid or
Mujeeb. So we are expecting a lot this
year and looking for semi-finals in the
World Cup,” he said. “We have identified
teams we can beat but obviously I can’t
tell you which teams.”

Ahmadzai said fit-again paceman
Hamid Hassan’s return to the squad would
significantly improve their pace attack
which would complement their world
class spin attack spearheaded by Rashid.

“I don’t accept that our batting is
weak, but we need some order there,”
Ahmadzai said. “With Dawlat Zadran and
Hamid Hassan, we have a good fast bowl-
ing attack.” Afghanistan begin their
World Cup campaign against holders
Australia in Bristol on June 1. — Reuters

Umpires withdrawing a no-ball call is extremely rare

Chris Gayle

Marathon season as 
Australia host NZ,
Pakistan, S Lanka
SYDNEY: Australia will play back-to-back pink-ball
Tests against Pakistan and New Zealand in a marathon
international  cricket season spanning almost f ive
months and wrapping up next March, the latest finish
since the 1970s.

Brisbane’s Gabba hosts the first of two Tests against
Pakistan from November 21, followed by a day-nighter at
Adelaide Oval, the schedule released yesterday showed.

Australia then face New Zealand at Perth Stadium for
the second day-night match before the Boxing Day Test
at Melbourne and finally Sydney. With only five Tests,
Canberra and Hobart miss out.

The games will be the first on Australian soil that count
towards the inaugural ICC Test Championship, where
points are awarded to the nine countries taking part.

Ordinarily, one-day internationals are played at home
in January, but Australia will instead be in India to fulfil an
obligation under the Future Tours Program.

Cricket Australia wanted to find an alternative date
for the series, but India reportedly refused to budge,
meaning three one-dayers against New Zealand will
instead start in March, extending the season to its lat-
est finish in 41 years.

The last time the season ended so late was in 1979
when Australia hosted Pakistan for a Test in Perth.

“Scheduling international cricket is challenging in that
nine of the 10 major cricketing countries have seasons

similar to ours,” said Cricket Australia’s head of opera-
tions Peter Roach.

“So working with them to find space in the calendar to
fulfil our obligations to the ICC Future Tours Program is a
juggling act.

“Cricket Australia took the position that while January
was our preference for these ODI matches, there are
times we need to honour our commitments to work in the
greater context of international cricket scheduling.”

The southern-hemisphere summer action opens on
October 27 with the first of three Twenty20s against Sri
Lanka before three more T20s against Pakistan.

Australia’s women host Sri Lanka in a T20 and one-day
series, before a tri-series against England and India ahead
of the T20 World Cup on home territory in February.

Tests
November 21-25 - Pakistan at Brisbane 
November 29-December 3 - Pakistan at Adelaide

(day/night)
December 12-16 - New Zealand at Perth (day/night)
December 26-30 - New Zealand at Melbourne
January 3-7 - New Zealand at Sydney

One-day internationals
March 13 - New Zealand at Sydney
March 15 - New Zealand at Sydney
March 20 - New Zealand at Hobart

Twenty20 internationals
October 27 - Sri Lanka at Adelaide
October 30 - Sri Lanka at Brisbane
November 1 - Sri Lanka at Melbourne 
November 3 - Pakistan at Sydney
November 5 - Pakistan at Canberra
November 8 - Pakistan at Perth.— AFP

Nortje ruled 
out of WCup
JOHANNESBURG: Fast bowler Anrich
Nortje wil l  miss the Cricket World Cup
because of a broken right thumb, Cricket
South Africa announced yesterday. Nortje
will be replaced by fast bowling all-rounder
Chris Morris, who has not played in a one-
day international since February 2018.

Key fast bowler Kagiso Rabada is another
concern for South Africa. Team manager and
doctor Mohammed Moosajee said Rabada
would need two or three weeks to recover
from a back strain which cut short his partici-
pation in the Indian Premier League.

This could put Rabada in doubt for South
Africa’s first World Cup match, against hosts
England at The Oval on May 30. South Africa
play three games in the first week of the tour-
nament, with matches against Afghanistan and
India following the England clash.

There were injury concerns about all four
of South Africa’s originally-selected fast
bowlers ahead of the tournament, with
Rabada and Dale Steyn (shoulder) returning
early from the IPL, while Nortje and Lungi
Ngidi missed the Indian showpiece because
of shoulder and side injuries respectively.

Moosajee said Rabada and Steyn were
being assessed as they underwent rehabilita-
tion. Ngidi, though, has been building up to
full pace in the nets. The South African squad
will assemble in Cape Town on Sunday.

Nortje suffered his latest injury while prac-
tising in the nets in his home town, Port
Elizabeth, on Monday. “He immediately con-
sulted a hand surgeon and underwent surgery
to stabilise the joint and will unfortunately be
sidel ined for up to eight weeks,” said
Moosajee.

Selection convener Linda Zondi said
Morris had always been in South Africa’s
plans despite only playing in Twenty20 games
at international level in the past year. “Chris is
our next best option with the ball,” said
Zondi. “He has the pace and death-bowling
skills and also gives us depth as a deadly fin-
isher with the bat. We have had concerns
around his injuries and workload capabilities
but this is an opportunity for him to make a
mark on the biggest stage.”— AFP

Hales still has
England future 
despite WCup axe
LONDON: England head coach Trevor Bayliss says Alex
Hales still has an international future despite being axed
from the World Cup squad after he reportedly failed a sec-
ond positive test for recreational drug use.

The Nottinghamshire player was named in England’s
preliminary 15-man squad for the tournament beginning
later this month only to be withdrawn last week. England’s
one-day captain Eoin Morgan last week said Hales’ actions
“have shown complete disregard” for team values.

But Bayliss said the door was open for the hard-hitting
30-year-old batsman, who has played 70 one-day interna-

tionals and 60 Twenty20 internationals. “Alex still has an
international future,” Bayliss told Sky Sports. “I have spo-
ken to him and given him that message.

“It’s certainly not the end of him. He’s a very important
player and there is no reason why he can’t come back.” He
added: “I think we’ve come to the right decision. Being
respected off the field as well as on it is very important.”

And the Australian head coach said the England selec-
tors would have to make a “very difficult decision” follow-
ing the impressive form of newcomer Jofra Archer, who
made his debut against Ireland last week.

Speaking about the Barbados-born all-rounder, Bayliss
said: “He’s fitted into the group extremely well. He’s a fairly
quiet sort of a guy. He looked very nervous in that first
game in Ireland as anyone making their debuts usually are.

“I thought he bowled some good spells, or one or two
spells in Ireland without too much luck and I thought he
bowled pretty well in the T20 match a couple of days ago.
“It’s all looking good. It’s going to be a very difficult deci-
sion for the selectors, whichever way we go.” —AFP


