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US actor Jared Leto arrives for the 2019 Met Gala at the Metropolitan Museum of Art on May 6, 2019, in New York. The Gala raises money for the Metropolitan Museum of Art’s Costume Institute. The Gala’s 2019 theme is “Camp: Notes on Fashion” inspired by
Susan Sontag’s 1964 essay “Notes on Camp”. — AFP 

Tourists look at the steel statue called “Rule” created by
renowned British artist Antony Gormley, during his exhibition
“Sight”, as they walk past the museum at the archeological
site of the island of Delos, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

A visitor sits next the statue “Water” by renowned British
artist Antony Gormley, part of his exhibition “Sight” at the
archeological site of the island of Delos.

The statue “Reflect” by renowned British artist Antony
Gormley, part of his exhibition “Sight” stands. — AFP photos

Marching band:
Elephants celebrate
Thailand’s new King

Marching in lockstep outside the royal
palace in Bangkok’s historic old quarter, 11
elephants bowed and trumpeted in homage

to Thailand’s King Maha Vajiralongkorn yesterday, a
day after the monarch’s three-day coronation cere-
mony. The ritual-laden event ended on Monday with
the newly crowned 66-year-old monarch granting
Thais a public audience from a balcony of the Grand
Palace, where thousands gazed up at him and waved
Thailand’s national flag.  But elephant trainers,
known as mahouts, brought well-wishers of a differ-
ent species to celebrate there yesterday, although
the king himself did not appear.

Dressed in yellow silk shawls and wearing saffron
flower garlands, the white-powdered elephants-
Thailand’s national animal-performed a 10-step jig
to symbolize the 10th reign of the Chakri dynasty
ushered in by the formal crowning of Vajiralongkorn,
or Rama X.  “The elephants... knelt down to bow and
roared, as if to say ‘long live the King’ in the elephant
language,” said mahout Reangthongbaht Meepon of
Ayutthaya Elephant Palace, a tourist center where
the animals are the main attraction for visitors.  The
elephants deemed worthy had received special “roy-
al training” for Tuesday’s performance, he said. 

“We got the training methods from the royal
palace to train elephants according to ancient tradi-
tions,” Reangthongbaht said.  Elephant tourism is a
lucrative industry in the kingdom that has come
under increased scrutiny from animal rights groups
in recent years. The three-day coronation ceremony,
rich with pageantry and ritual, was the first in
Thailand in 69 years, coming after the death of
Vajiralongkorn’s beloved father in 2016.  The tradi-
tion began by anointing the king with sacred waters
before he donned a tiered golden headpiece weigh-
ing more than seven kilograms (16 pounds).  The
second day of ceremonies saw the king carried on a
gilded palanquin for several hours under a searing
sun, before capping the coronation on day three
with his public address.  — AFP

Elephants under the command of their mahouts bow
with well-wishers during a procession near the Grand
Palace to pay their respects to Thailand’s King Maha
Vajiralongkorn in Bangkok yesterday. — AFP

Astone’s throw from the Greek island of Mykonos
lies Delos, an uninhabited islet a world away from
its neighbor’s glamorous nightlife. It is there, on an

island best known for its archaeological treasures, that
British contemporary artist Antony Gormley is showing
29 of his sculptures. Gormley is perhaps best known for
his gigantic Angel of the North, a 20-metre high steel
work that since 1998 has been an unmissable landmark in
its home at Gateshead, northern England. But this new
exhibition-including five works specially created for the

event-sets his contemporary work among the remains of
ancient Greece. “It’s an extraordinary responsibility,”
Gormley told AFP at the opening. “It’s an amazing privi-
lege to occupy a site that hasn’t been occupied by a liv-
ing artist (for) over two thousand years-that’s a bit of a
challenge isn’t it?”

The archaeological finds on Delos date back as far as
the 3rd millennium BC up to the Hellenic era of classical
Greece. Its UNESCO World Heritage listing describes it
as an “exceptionally extensive and rich” site, reflecting its

past as a cosmopolitan port. The exhibition is intended as
a dialogue between contemporary civilization and the
past, says Elina Kountouri, who heads up NEON, the
non-profit that organized the show along with London’s
Whitechapel Gallery. A mark of the respect accorded to
the site is that none of Gormley’s sculptures have been
placed inside the ruins of the ancient sanctuaries of the
Greek gods Apollo and Artemis. According to Greek
myth, Delos is where the two gods-brother and sister-
were born.

‘A conversation about time’ 
Gormley’s silhouettes in steel have been installed on

different parts of the island, which covers only 3.5 square
kilometers (1.4 square miles). Some can be seen as you
approach the island by boat from Mykonos, such as the
figure of man standing at the northern extremity of Delos.
Another stands in the water at the entry to the island’s
port, a third at the entrance to an ancient site. For
Gormley, Delos is “an extraordinary place to think about
the human project...”.

And of his exhibition, he says: “For me this is a conver-
sation about time. I think sculpture deals with time in an
era (when) nobody has time. “For me, Delos as an island
has this light and atmosphere and feeling that it timeless-
or outside the industrial time we are living.” But even if
ancient gods are gone, we worship at other altars today,
he adds. “I don’t live in a world that is commanded or
guided by gods...,” he says. “I live in a world that seems
to be ruled by money and I’m trying both to resist that
and recognize it. “It’s been for me a real learning curve:
how to listen to the marks that are already here-how to
respond to the geology.” Gormley’s exhibition, “Sight”,
runs on the island until October 30. — AFP

Modern sculpture meets ancient 
Greece in unique island exhibition 

A view of the UNESCO World
Heritage archaeological site
of the island of Delos.


