
NIAMEY: Fifty-five people died in
Niger’s capital Niamey overnight when
an overturned tanker truck exploded as
crowds tried to collect spilt fuel, authori-
ties and witnesses said yesterday. The
blast on the RN1 route near Niamey’s
international airport left the burnt truck’s
wreckage, motorbikes and debris scat-
tered over the road. Nearby houses were
also damaged by fire.

The toll from the explosion was 55
dead and 36 injured, an interior ministry

spokesman said. “Motorbike riders and
people were all around the truck when it
exploded all of a sudden,” a local trader
said. “I saw at least 40 dead.” Witnesses
said people were trying to collect petrol
leaking from the truck, which had over-
turned on railway tracks, when the explo-
sion happened.

“It just before midnight when I went
out and I saw the truck overturned.
People came from everywhere to take
gas, then I saw fire on its side and every-
thing burst into flames,” a college student
told AFP. Niger, a poor West African
country, has been trying to stamp out fuel
smuggling from neighboring Nigeria.
Nigeria, a major oil producer, has seen
similar deadly accidents and explosions
in the past when people try to steal fuel
from oil pipelines. — AFP 
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According to the agency, the measures would
include the “partial and complete reduction of some of
Iran’s commitments and restarting part of nuclear activ-
ities halted in the framework of the JCPOA.”

The report said the measures would be in line with
two sections of the accord. The two sections - 26 and
36 - open the way for Iran to cease some or all of its
commitments under the deal if the United States or oth-
er parties fail to adhere to it, including the reimposition
of sanctions. “This will be Iran’s first step toward react-
ing to the US withdrawal from the JCPOA and also
European countries’ failure to live up to their commit-
ments,” said ISNA.

European Union officials “who have just made unful-
filled promises during the last year” had been unoffi-
cially informed of the decision, the agency added. The

three European parties to the deal, Britain, France and
Germany, announced the establishment of a special
payments system called INSTEX-Instrument in
Support of Trade Exchanges-in late January as a means
to bypass renewed US sanctions.

The trade mechanism meant to the save the deal,
however, was dismissed by Iran’s supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei as a “bitter joke” as the differ-
ence between EU obligations and their proposals was
“as far as the earth is from the sky”. In a move escalat-
ing tensions, the US National Security Advisor John
Bolton said on Sunday that the United States was send-
ing an aircraft carrier strike group and a bomber task
force to the Middle East in a “clear and unmistakable”
message to Iran.

The United States was also aiming to put more pres-
sure on the Iranian economy by targeting its petro-
chemical sales in a new round of sanctions, the Wall
Street Journal reported. The White House also ended
oil purchase waivers granted to Iran’s main customers-
including China, India and Turkey-meant to cut Iran’s
access to its main source of foreign currency revenue
as part of its campaign of “maximum pressure” against
the Islamic republic. — Agencies 
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And if you do not see Him, definitely He sees you.
Moreover, avoid saying a word to someone for which
you will have to apologize, and be determined to
eschew coveting what people have.” (Al-Albani rated it
as Saheeh (authentic) in Saheeh Al-Ja’mei # 3, 776) 

Dear readers, self-evaluation does not mean you
deny yourself the enjoyments of this life. So long as you
enjoy yourself within the parameters of God’s com-

mands, there is no problem with that. However, you
should make sure you strike a balance between your
life enjoyments and worshipping God. God Almighty
tells us what can be translated as:  “... but seek, through
that which Allah has given you, the home of the
Hereafter; and [yet], do not forget your share of the
world. And do good as Allah has done good to you. And
desire not corruption in the land. Indeed, Allah does not
like corrupters.” (Al-Qasas 28: 77) 

Courtesy of the TIES Center: the TIES Center aims
at empower Kuwait’s expats through social and educa-
tional services that promote a positive and productive
role in society, and to facilitate opportunities for intra-
and interfaith interactions that promote social solidari-
ty. For more information, please call hotline 94079777
or 25231015/6 or e-mail:  info@tiescenter.net. 
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expecting their first baby in October, at the outset
of a 16-day tour of Australia, New Zealand, Fiji and
Tonga. Commentators at the time believed the baby,
Queen Elizabeth II’s eighth great-grandchild, was due
in late April. The 34-year-old prince and Meghan, 37,
reportedly opted for a home birth at their new
Frogmore Cottage residence, on the grounds of
Windsor Castle west of London.

The move breaks with the tradition followed by
Prince Harry’s brother William and his wife Kate,
whose three children were all born in the private wing
of St Mary’s Hospital in London. Buckingham Palace
also said last month Prince Harry and Meghan wanted
to keep the arrival of their first child “private”. That
also contrasted with William and Kate, whose new-
borns were immediately shown off by the couple in
front of the world’s media. They have three children:

five-year-old Prince George, Princess Charlotte, 4, and
one-year-old Prince Louis.

As April came to an end without news of the birth,
Britons have been on tenterhooks with royal-watchers
eagerly awaiting the latest addition to the family. Fans
have already been seen gathering in Windsor as news
that Meghan had gone into labor broke yesterday
lunchtime. 

There has been fevered speculation in recent weeks
over everything from the newborn’s gender and name -
to whether it will have Harry’s ginger hair. The prince
said the couple were still thinking about names. “The
baby’s a little bit overdue so we’ve had a little bit of
time to think about it,” he added. “That’s the next bit.”
Some British bookmakers had stopped taking bets last
week on when the baby would be born, believing that
it had already secretly arrived.

Meghan was a popular US actress before marrying
Prince Harry last May at Windsor Castle. She has been
hailed as a breath of fresh air in a stuffy institution.
Meghan, who grew up in California and is a long-time
advocate of holistic treatments, has reportedly raised
eyebrows during her pregnancy with some of her new-
age ideals and US glitz. How she intends to bring up
the baby will only increase the scrutiny.— AFP 
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Robert Watson, a British environmental scientist who
chairs the IPBES, said it would be possible to start con-
serving, restoring and using nature sustainably only if
societies were prepared to confront “vested interests”
committed to preserving the status quo. “The report
also tells us that it is not too late to make a difference,
but only if we start now at every level from local to
global,” Watson said in a statement.

“By transformative change, we mean a fundamental,
system-wide reorganization across technological, eco-
nomic and social factors, including paradigms, goals
and values.” The report’s blunt language echoed the
United Nations’ Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change, which said in October that profound economic
and social changes would be needed to curb green-
house gases quickly enough to avert the most devastat-
ing consequences of a warming world.

The findings will also add to pressure for countries
to agree bold action to protect wildlife at a major con-
ference on biodiversity due to take place in China

towards the end of next year, a focal point for govern-
ments and campaigners. The Global Assessment con-
tained a litany of estimates made after a three-year
review of some 15,000 scientific papers that showed
the profound impact of the rise of a globalised industri-
al society on the planet over the past half century.

Combining wide-ranging disciplines to measure
how the loss of the natural world affects human soci-
eties, the report identified a range of risks, from the
disappearance of insects vital for pollinating food
crops, to the destruction of coral reefs that support
fish populations that sustain coastal communities, or
the loss of medicinal plants. The report found that the
average abundance of native species in most major
land-based habitats has fallen by at least 20 percent,
mostly since 1900.

The threatened list includes more than 40 percent
of amphibian species, almost 33 percent of reef-form-
ing corals, and more than a third of all marine mam-
mals. The picture was less clear for insect species, but
a tentative estimate suggests 10 per cent are at risk of
extinction. “We have been running from one frontier
to another frontier trying to find cheap nature (to
exploit) in every corner of the planet,” Eduardo
Brondizio, a professor of anthropology at Indiana
University in the United States who co-chaired the
Global Assessment said. “The key message: business
as usual has to end.” — Reuters

Scientists warn ‘a 
million species at...

Continued from Page 1

mediated a truce, and just as Gazans were preparing
to begin the Muslim holy month of Ramadan. “Over the
last two days we struck Hamas and Islamic Jihad with
great force. We hit over 350 targets. We struck at ter-
rorist leaders and operatives and we destroyed terrorist
buildings,” Netanyahu said in statement.

“The campaign is not over and it demands patience
and good judgment. We are preparing to continue. The
goal has been, and remains, ensuring quiet and security
for the residents of the south.” There was little enthusi-
asm for the ceasefire in Israeli rocket-hit communities
near Gaza. Some residents said Israel agreed to the
truce because it did not want rocket fire to spoil the
Independence Day holiday this week or Eurovision
Song Contest finals the begin in Tel Aviv on May 14.

“In a month, in two weeks, in a month and a half, it
will all happen again - we achieved nothing. I think
Israel needs to strike them very, very hard so that they
learn their lesson,” said Haim Cohen, 69, a retired elec-
trician from the city of Ashdod. In Gaza, Palestinians
attended funerals and extricated bodies from collapsed
buildings. “This is a very tough Ramadan. We will not
feel festive,” said Sumayya Usruf, whose cousin, hus-
band and four-month-old child were killed in an apart-
ment in northern Gaza.

The violence began when a sniper from Islamic Jihad
fired across Gaza’s fenced border at Israeli troops on
routine patrol, wounding two soldiers, according to the
Israeli military. Islamic Jihad accused Israel of delaying
implementation of previous understandings brokered by
Egypt in an effort to end violence and ease the econom-
ic hardships of blockaded Gaza. The measures included
extending Gaza’s fishing zone, allowing international and
Arab investment and job creation projects, improving
electricity supply and broadening the amount and vari-

ety of goods moved into the enclave through Israel.
An official in one Gaza militant group, who spoke on

condition of anonymity, said it had agreed to a truce on
condition that those understandings would go into
effect. There was no official word from Israel on any
bargaining behind the ceasefire. Netanyahu’s political
opponents have accused him of effectively paying “pro-
tection” in recent months to Hamas, by agreeing to allow
into Gaza cash aid from Qatar, to keep the border quiet.

Some 2 million Palestinians live in Gaza, the economy
of which has suffered years of Israeli and Egyptian
blockades as well as recent foreign aid cuts and sanc-
tions by the Palestinian Authority, Hamas’ West Bank-
based rival. Israel says its blockade is necessary to stop
arms reaching Hamas, with which it has fought three
wars since the group seized control of Gaza in 2007,
two years after Israel withdrew its settlers and troops
from the small coastal enclave.

One of Islamic Jihad’s leaders in Gaza said on
Sunday that the group was trying to counter efforts by
the United States to revive peace negotiations between
Israel and the Palestinians. US President Donald
Trump’s Middle East team has said it will unveil its
peace plan in June, after Ramadan is over. Peace nego-
tiations have been moribund since 2014.

Israeli military spokesman Lieutenant-Colonel
Jonathan Conricus said that over the past few weeks
Islamic Jihad had been trying to perpetrate attacks
against Israel in order to destabilize the border. “This
isn’t some local initiative, it is part of a strategic choice to
escalate matters,” Conricus said. Israel regards Islamic
Jihad’s ally, Iran, as its biggest threat, and Tehran’s mili-
tary has built a presence in Syria, backing President
Bashar Al-Assad, during an eight-year civil war there.

Israel has vowed to stop Iran entrenching in Syria,
repeatedly bombing Iranian targets in the country and
those of allied Lebanese Hezbollah militia. Trump’s
national security adviser John Bolton said on Sunday
the administration was deploying a carrier strike group
and bombers to the Middle East in response to trou-
bling “indications and warnings” from Iran and to show
the United States will retaliate with “unrelenting force”
to any attack. — Reuters

Israel-Gaza 
border falls quiet...

LONDON: Prince Harry, who became the father
of a “very healthy boy” yesterday, has trans-
formed himself from an angry young man into
one of the British royal family’s greatest assets.
The younger son of the heir to the throne Prince
Charles and the late Diana, princess of Wales,
Harry, now 34, struggled with his role and for
much of his youth seemed to want nothing more
than to escape. But now, for all his wild child
ways, he seems ready to enjoy the settled, stable
family life he always craved, with his wife
Meghan, the new baby and a new home.

“Mother and baby are doing incredibly well.
It’s been the most amazing experience I can ever
possibly imagine,” a beaming Harry announced in
a statement to television cameras. The Duke of
Sussex, who spent 10 years in the British army,
serving two tours of duty in Afghanistan, hit the
headlines for his partying and his outspoken criti-
cism of the media. The prince rebuilt his reputa-
tion through his charity work with veterans,
advocacy on mental health and by taking on more
duties from his grandmother Queen Elizabeth II.

He appears to have inherited his late mother’s
ability to connect with people-as well as her
sense of mischief-and, with Meghan, his brother

Prince William and sister-in-law Kate, has helped
put a fresh face on the monarchy. Harry, now
sixth in line to the throne, has said that Diana is
always in his thoughts, and has championed many
of her charitable causes, including taking an HIV
test to raise awareness.

But he revealed that for a long time he strug-
gled to cope with his mother’s death in a Paris car
crash in 1997, and sought professional help a few
years ago. In a remarkably candid interview, the
prince once admitted he came “very close to a
complete breakdown on numerous occasions”.
He turned a corner and in July 2016 met Meghan
Markle, a US television actress, on a blind date
set up by a mutual friend. Their transatlantic
romance quickly blossomed.

Prince Henry Charles Albert David of Wales
was born on September 15, 1984, the “spare” to
his brother William, who is one day set to inher-
it the throne. Both educated at the elite Eton
school, their childhood was dominated by the
messy breakdown of their parents’ marriage
and Diana’s tragic death. The young princes
walking behind her coffin-Harry only 12, his
brother 15 - was one of the most enduring
images of Diana’s funeral.

“Losing my mum at the age of 12, and there-
fore shutting down all of my emotions for the last
20 years, has had a quite serious effect on not
only my personal life but also my work as well,”
Harry said. At one point, he seemed the archetyp-
al “playboy prince”, regularly photographed
looking worse for wear and often accompanied
by an attractive girl. He caused outrage in 2005
when photographs of him in a Nazi Afrika Korps
fancy dress outfit made front-page news.

That was the year he entered the army, a con-
ventional path for royals and one that he later
admitted “was the best escape I’ve ever had”
from the constant public attention. In 2008, he
had to be pulled out of Afghanistan after a news
blackout about his deployment was breached,
leading to fears he would be targeted by the
Taleban. But he returned in 2012, piloting Apache
helicopters during a 20-week tour of duty-only
to make headlines again when he said his job was
to take insurgents “out of the game”.

He left the military in 2015 rather than take an
army desk job, and began to focus on royal
duties. The meeting with Meghan in July 2016
came out of the blue, but both were quickly
lovestruck. — AFP

Prince Harry: From troubled 
playboy to happy family man

LONDON: Members of staff set up an official notice on an easel at the gates of
Buckingham Palace yesterday announcing the birth of a son to Britain’s Prince
Harry, Duke of Sussex and Meghan, Duchess of Sussex. — AFP 
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LONDON: Meghan, the Duchess of Sussex,
once struggled for roles but the former actress
took centre-stage on one of the world’s
biggest shows yesterday, giving birth to a
“very healthy boy” who is seventh in line to the
British throne. The saga of the British royal
family knows no bounds and the birth of the
child was eagerly awaited, at home and
abroad, with the 37-year-old wife of Prince
Harry determined to do things her way.

The couple tied the knot at Windsor Castle
last May and since then, Meghan has quickly
had to get used to the strictures and criticism
that comes with the monarchy. It is a long way

from her former life as a television star. She
made her name as savvy paralegal Rachel
Zane in the US legal drama series “Suits”, but
cultivated a high profile for herself outside the
show. She became a United Nations advocate
for women’s empowerment and a global
ambassador for the World Vision Canada
relief agency.

The Los Angeles-born actress had more
than two million followers on her now-closed
personal Instagram account and ran a success-
ful lifestyle blog, The Tig. Markle was also
revealed as the anonymous blogger behind
The Working Actress, which chronicled the
struggles of hustling for parts in Hollywood.
“She’s very focused and someone who has
been very ambitious,” said royal writer
Andrew Morton, who has penned a biography
of Markle. “Her great phrase is ‘make the
change’,” he said.

Rachel Meghan Markle was born on August
4, 1981 to Thomas Markle, a white, Emmy

Award-winning television lighting director
who worked on top US shows like “Married
With Children”, and Doria Ragland, a black
social worker and yoga instructor. On her
mother’s side, her ancestors were slaves who
worked on cotton plantations in Georgia. Her
mother’s surname is taken from a slave owner.

On her father’s side, genealogists have
traced her ancestry back to king Robert I of
Scotland, who reigned from 1306 to 1329.
Markle’s parents split when she was two and
divorced five years later. She is now estranged
from her father and his other children, her old-
er half-sister and half-brother. They made their
presence felt in the wedding build-up, with
Tom Junior scathing about her attitude
towards the family and Samantha Grant vent-
ing forthrightly in several media outlets.

Meanwhile her father set himself up for
staged paparazzi photos which backfired, then
suffered chest pains and needed heart surgery,
causing him to miss her big day. — AFP 
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