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Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Manchester City v Leicester City 22:00
beIN SPORTS

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
AC Milan v Bologna FC 21:30
beIN SPORTS

Rockets edge Warriors in 
NBA overtime thriller

LOS ANGELES: James Harden out-dueled Kevin
Durant down the stretch to lift the Houston Rockets
to a 126-121 overtime victory over Golden State on
Saturday that trimmed the deficit in their NBA play-
off series.

Harden drained a three-pointer with 49 seconds left
in overtime and after Durant made three free throws he
added a step-back floater that proved the final dagger.

“Close the game-that’s what I’m here for, that’s what
I do,” said Harden, who finished with 41 points, nine
rebounds and six assists. “He’s phenomenal,” Rockets
coach Mike D’Antoni said of Harden. “I don’t even think
he played great-in Harden-world. He could even go up
to another level.”

The Rockets, coming off back-to-back defeats on
Golden State’s home floor in Oakland, California, nar-
rowed the gap in the best-of-seven Western
Conference second-round series to 2-1. The Rockets
withstood a 46-point performance from Durant, who
threatened to spoil the Rockets’ return home when he
opened the fourth quarter on a 10-2 scoring spree that
saw the Warriors turn a seven-point deficit into a 94-93
lead. In a see-saw final period, two free throws from
Harden knotted the score at 112-112 with 38.7 seconds
left. Durant missed a jump shot and then Houston point
guard Chris Paul got wrapped up by Klay Thompson
and Durant as he drove for a basket and it went to
overtime. “It’s going to be a fight, every possession,
every game,” Harden said. “You’ve got to be physically
tough, mentally tough.”

Forward Eric Gordon scored 30 points — 20 in the
first half-and Clint Capela added 13 points and 11

rebounds for the Rockets. In addition to Durant’s big
night, Draymond Green posted his sixth career playoff
triple-double with 19 points, 11 rebounds and 10 assists
for the Warriors.

Andre Iguodala scored 16 points, connecting on
three of four three-pointers to help the Warriors chal-
lenge despite a poor shooting night for Stephen Curry
and Thompson, who combined to make just four of 15
from three-point range.

CURRY’S TOUGH NIGHT 
Curry, who finished with 17 points, scored zero in

the fourth quarter and overtime with four fouls. He
missed both a layup and a dunk with his team trailing in
the extra session. “He just had a tough night,” Warriors
coach Steve Kerr said of Curry. “It doesn’t matter how
good you are, you’re going to have some bad games-
just a tough night for him. It just didn’t happen.”

After D’Antoni had urged his players to “get down in
the mud” and toughen up defensively for game three,
Kerr noted Houston’s response. “Let’s be honest, it
would have been a steal if we won that game. They out-
played us,” said Kerr, noting that after a dismal
rebounding effort in game two the Rockets had 20
more rebounds than the Warriors.

“They were the more physical, aggressive team right
from the beginning,” Kerr said. “We made that run in
the fourth quarter based on Kevin’s brilliance, and I felt
like we started competing better at that point.”

Overall, however, Kerr couldn’t begrudge the
Rockets the victory. “I thought they deserved to
win,” he said. — AFP

HOUSTON:  Kevin Durant #35 of the Golden State Warriors takes a three-point shot defended by James Harden
#13 of the Houston Rockets in the first half during Game Three of the Second Round of the 2019 NBA Western
Conference Playoffs at Toyota Center in Houston, Texas.— AFP

Green posted his sixth career playoff triple-double with 19 points

MADRID: Naomi Osaka eased concerns about her
form and fitness by coming through a tricky first round
against Dominika Cibulkova yesterday at the Madrid
Open.  Osaka has struggled since splitting with her
coach Sascha Bajin in February while an abdominal
injury forced her to withdraw in Stuttgart eight days
ago, creating doubts about her challenge at the French
Open later this month. 

But there was little sign of physical problems during
a testing 6-2, 7-6 (8/6) victory over Cibulkova and
afterwards, Osaka said: “I feel good. I don’t have much

pain in my abs so that’s always a good sign.” 
The Japanese will now face the winner of an all-

Spanish tie between Lara Arruabarrena and Sara
Sorribes Tormo in round two.  Osaka looked set for a
more comfortable passage after a dominant opening
set but she was stretched by the battling Cibulkova in
the second. 

By the end, Osaka had hit 43 winners to her oppo-
nent’s 23.  The world number one’s pair of grand slam
successes have come on hard, at the US and Australian
Opens, but she is yet to find her best on clay.

If the abdominal injury has healed, Osaka can feel
encouraged by her performance against Cibulkova,
one of the tour’s gutsiest competitors even if the
Slovakian is also enduring a difficult start to 2019. 

Osaka dropped serve in the third game but immedi-
ately hit back, a ripped backhand return too good for

Cilbulkova to retrieve.  Cibulkova played deep behind
the baseline, allowing her opponent time to dictate as
Osaka won five consecutive games to claim the set.  

The second began like the first, with Cibulkova
breaking early and she held the advantage until 4-3,
only for a fourth double fault to allow Osaka back in.
Three well-executed drop-shots from Cibulkova
squared the set at 5-5 and an irritated Osaka,
whacking her racket against her foot, was taken to a
tie-break. 

But frustration seemed to invigorate Osaka, who
pulled 5-2 clear after a superb backhand winner.
Cibulkova fought back to 5-5 and then saved a match
point, on Osaka’s serve, to level again. A big serve gave
Osaka another chance and this time she took it, as
Cilbulkova went long to leave her relieved opponent
pumping her first after an hour and 55 minutes. —AFP

Osaka plays through
pain, beats Cibulkova 

GOLD COAST: Brisbane is using a meeting of world sport
movers and shakers in the nearby Gold Coast to start
pushing a possible bid for the 2032 Summer Olympics.
With the next two Olympics in Europe and North America,
the 2032 Games should logically take place in the Asia-
Pacific region. 

Because Paris, in 2024 and Los Angeles, in 2028, were
selected unopposed in 2017, the International Olympic
Committee also needs a healthy slate of candidates to
restore faith in the process. 

The IOC will not select a host until 2025, but already
several cities have bids in various stages of public
development.

Jakarta, which hosted the last Asian Games, has official-
ly applied. Mumbai has expressed interest.

In February, the IOC encouraged a joint bid from the
two Koreas, to continue the rapprochement Olympic offi-
cials believe was initiated at the Winter Games in
Pyeongchang in 2018 where the two Koreas marched
under a common flag. 

The Australian state of Queensland hosted the
Commonwealth Games in Gold Coast in 2018. 

With the five day SportAccord convention, which
brings together the international sports federations, under
the patronage of the IOC, opening in the surf resort on
Sunday, it is the turn of the state capital, Brisbane, to push
to host a major event.

IOC President Thomas Bach, repeated in Sydney on
Saturday that he does not want “too many losers” among
the candidates, suggesting that some cities might be dis-
couraged from continuing their bids. 

Bach, who is expected in Gold Coast on Tuesday, was in
Sydney, Olympic host in 2000, at the invitation of John
Coates, president of the Australian Olympic Committee.

Bach said Brisbane’s feasibility study perfectly reflected
the requirements of the IOC, particularly regarding the use
of existing facilities. 

He told a press conference in Sydney on Sunday that if
the region improved its transport network, “would lead to,
I think, a pretty strong candidature”. “The first stage is for
the Australians and for the Queenslanders, to say ‘yes we
want to be a host to the entire world’,” he added.

On Monday, Bach will be in Brisbane where he will
meet the mayor and visit the facilities. Bach became IOC
president in 2013 and, under current IOC rules, he can
serve a maximum of two terms, the first of eight years, the
second of four years. If he is re-elected in 2021, the 2025
would come at the end of his reign.

“It is possible the decision for 2032 would be taken as
one of the last big decisions of his 12 year presidency. In a
way the 2032 Host City could define Bach’s legacy.” said a
consultant on condition of anonymity. 

The selections of Paris and Los Angeles came after
numerous cities, including Budapest, Rome, Calgary,
Boston and Hamburg, expressed interest then dropped
out, several after being officially accepted as candidates. 

The problem is continuing in finding a host for the 2026
Winter Games. The IOC will choose between
Milan/Cortina and Stockholm/Are on June 24 after local
opposition forced Sion in Switzerland and
Graz/Schladming (Austria) to withdraw.

“The current batch of high profile cities/nations
expressing interest for 2032 has been quietly and effi-
ciently orchestrated by the IOC to help counter the
received wisdom that the bid process is in trouble,” said
the consultant.—AFP

Brisbane joins 2032 
Summer Olympic bid

KUWAIT: President of Arab and Kuwait Tennis
Federations  (KTF) Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Abdullah
Al-Sabah received a letter of congratulations from
President of the International Tennis Federation David
Haggerty on the occasion of his re-election as president of
Kuwait Tennis Federation.

In his letter, Haggerty wished Sheikh Ahmad and the
board of directors all success, as the International and
Kuwait Tennis Federations are developing a close collabo-
ration and understanding and working together to devel-
op, grow, and promote the sport in Kuwait as a leading
tennis nation in the Arab region.

ITF president  sees a positive future as Sheikh Jaber
Al-Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah Tennis Complex is to be
opened soon and ITF is looking forward to supporting
the KTF as it fulfils this potential in the coming years.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received a
similar congratulatory letter from President of Asian Tennis
Federation Anil Khanna in which he wished KTF all success
under the leadership of Sheikh Ahmad and his team.

Kuwait Tennis Federation had earlier held its general
assembly, during which the administrative and financial
reports were presented and a new board of directors was
elected as follows:
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah -
Chairman,
Abdelsamad Al-Aryan - Deputy Chairman
Faleh Al-Otaibi - Secretary General
Ali Al-Daihani - Treasurer
Ali Hayat - Assistant Secretary General
Saleh Al-Sarawi - Member
Khalid Al-Musallam - Member
Fuad Mushari - Member.

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah re-elected 
as president of KTF

KUWAIT: File photo shows President of International Tennis Federation David Haggerty presenting a memento
to President of KTF Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

MANCHESTER: Manchester City must overhaul
Liverpool once more in a titanic Premier League title
race when Leicester boss Brendan Rodgers attempts
to help out his old club at the Etihad today. The des-
tiny of the title remains in City’s hands as Pep
Guardiola’s men have two games to play to
Liverpool’s one.

But the Reds refuse to give up on a first league
title in 29 years as Divock Origi’s late winner in a
thrilling 3-2 victory at Newcastle on Saturday sent
them two points ahead at the top of the table once
more. Rodgers came closer to ending that drought
than any other Liverpool boss over the past three
decades as his side fell just two points short of City
in 2013/14. And in just over two months in charge, the
Northern Irishman has rejuvenated the Foxes to give
Leicester an outside chance of European football

next season if they win their final two games of the
season.

“I think Brendan shows his incredible quality as a
manager that in just two months his team play
already they way he wants to play,” said City boss
Pep Guardiola. “They are so fast players, they have
incredible quality. I was really impressed with the
way they play, the players know it will be an incredi-
ble task for us, but of course it’s already a final for
us.” However, Liverpool have been waiting a long
time for City to slip up. Guardiola’s men are on a 12-
game winning run in the Premier League and have
had the rare luxury of eight days off since they
edged out Burnley 1-0 last weekend.

Yet, with City travelling to lowly Brighton on the
final day of the season with the Seagulls now safe
after Cardiff ’s relegation on Saturday, Leicester

and Rodgers present their best chance of springing
a surprise. The Foxes beat City when the sides last
met in December and held Liverpool at Anfield in
January. Leicester also thrashed Arsenal 3-0 last
weekend in their most complete performance since
Rodgers took charge and Jamie Vardy has enjoyed
the change of management more than most by bag-
ging nine goals in eight games.

“We’ve got real speed in the team. You’ve got to
be super compact as a team and tight,” said Rodgers
on the thread of Vardy. “They’re littered with world
class players and world class players will always find
the space.

“You’ve got to try and nullify the space and then
you know that when you break through that pressure
there’s going to be space, and that’s something this
team are very, very good at.” — AFP

Liverpool turn to Rodgers to halt City


