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NICOSIA: A Cypriot army officer who has allegedly
confessed to killing seven foreign women and girls over
nearly three years appeared in court yesterday, while
police said they had recovered a fifth body. Captain
Nicos Metaxas, 35, has not yet been formally charged
over the murders - dubbed the Mediterranean island’s
first serial killings, which have unleashed anger against
what the president described as police “negligence”.

Police told reporters yesterday that they had
retrieved a suitcase containing the remains of a human
body at an acidic manmade lake southwest of Nicosia -
the second such find in eight days. The body found yes-
terday at the lake near the village of Mitsero is in an
“advanced state of decomposition”, police spokesman
Andreas Angelides said. He said a post-mortem would
be carried out but did not say whether the body was
that of an adult or a child. Cypriot newspaper
Phileleftheros reported that the body found yesterday
was that of a child.

Metaxas has allegedly confessed to the murder of
five women, alongside daughters of two of the women -
a six-year-old Filipina and a Romanian girl. The killings
came to light in mid-April when unusually heavy rains
brought the body of 38-year-old Filipina Mary Rose
Tiburcio to the surface of the disused mine shaft where
it had been hidden. That triggered a murder investiga-
tion which led to Metaxas being arrested on April 18.

Days later, authorities found the body of a second
woman in the shaft, believed to be Arian Palanas Lozano,
28, also from the Philippines. These are the only two
women to be officially identified. The suspect then guid-
ed investigators to a well near an army firing range out-
side the capital, where police found the body of a third

victim - a woman thought to be from Nepal. Police last
Sunday recovered the remains of a fourth victim, stuffed
in a suitcase at the bottom of the lake at Mitsero.

Metaxas was accused by police of raping a teenager
during his court appearance yesterday. Neophytos
Shailos, head of Nicosia’s Criminal Investigation
Department, told the Nicosia district court a Filipina
woman, 19, came forward to file a complaint that
Metaxas raped her. The police chief told the court that
the suspect denied the allegation when questioned
about it. At the hearing yesterday Metaxas was
remanded in custody for a further eight days.

Shailos testified that the young woman said she
made contact with the army officer online in 2016 when
she replied to a modeling job for a photo shoot.
Metaxas appeared in court without a lawyer and told
the judge he had “no objections” to being remanded.
Police say they have received a “deluge of information”
about the suspect’s activities with 350 witness state-
ments taken and another 150 to be processed. Cypriot
authorities have been accused of failing to properly
investigate the women’s disappearances due to neglect
and racism.

President Nicos Anastasiades on Friday fired top
police officer Zacharias Chrysostomou a day after
Justice Minister Ionas Nicolaou announced his resigna-
tion over the case. Authorities have acknowledged that
all the women and girls that the army officer has admit-
ted to killing were reported missing to police, except
the one from Nepal who was reported to immigration
for being absent from her place of employment.

The police said yesterday they would continue to
look for a third suitcase the suspect allegedly con-

fessed to dumping in the lake. Authorities said they
were able to locate the second suitcase by using
sophisticated equipment including a robotic camera
flown in from the United States. “We will persist in our

efforts, conducting different kinds of tests in the area
and elsewhere at a later stage,” said Angelides. He said
police were still assessing data found on electronic
equipment belonging to the suspect. —  AFP 

‘Serial killer’ in court, Cyprus 
police retrieve the fifth body

MITSERO, Cyprus: A boat equipped with a sonar system sails on the acidic Red Lake near the village of Mitsero,
southwest of the capital Nicosia, during the search for possible bodies of victims of a suspected serial killer. —AFP

BANDA ACEH: From cleaning up relatives’ graves and
sharing food with the poor to holding colorful torch-lit
street parades, millions of Indonesians are getting ready
to welcome the holy month of Ramadan in the world’s
populous Muslim-majority country. Ramadan begins
today, with devotees fasting from dawn to dusk until Eid
celebrations marking the end of the holy month.

In the conservative province of Aceh, Muslim families
break their fast by eating meat together and sharing the
meal with the poor, in a centuries-old tradition known as
Meugang. As customers lined up in wait, butchers in the
western province were busy at work, chopping bones
and slicing meat.  “It’s a tradition that we must follow, I’ll
cook rendang and eat with my family,” Ramla, who like
many Indonesians has only one name, told AFP, referring
to a popular beef stew.  

In the capital Jakarta, thousands of Muslims marked
the holy month by visiting cemeteries to clean up their
relatives’ graves and pray for the departed so they would
get peace in the afterlife. Outside, flower sellers set up
makeshift tents to sell blossoms to visitors so they could
scatter petals on their relatives’ graves. 

“Before the fasting month begins we usually visit each
other, but we don’t only visit the living ones, we also visit
the dead,” said Cepi Imamsyah Arian Tandjung, who was
visiting the graves of his parents, brother and uncle.
About 90 percent of Indonesia’s 270 million people fol-
low Islam but influences from other religions are deeply
ingrained in the country, including “Nyadran”, a Javanese
ritual heavily influenced by Hindu and Buddhist traditions.

In Temanggung in Central Java, over a thousand peo-
ple joined Nyadran celebrations, carrying a round basket
filled with food on top of their heads before sharing in a
communal feast. In Tangerang, on the outskirts of Jakarta,
hundreds of locals bathed in a spring or a river, taking
part in a cleansing ritual known as “Padusan” to purify
oneself before entering the holy month. In North Sumatra,
locals including children wearing traditional dress chant-
ed prayers as they held a torch-lit procession to make the
start of Ramadan. — AFP 

Shared meals and
parades: Indonesia
welcomes Ramadan

BANDA ACEH: Indonesian Muslims pray on the first night of the holy month of Ramadan at the Baiturrahman Mosque in
Banda Aceh yesterday. — AFP 
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populous Arab country. Qatar has not said it would
deport Egyptian residents already in the country and the
comments did not suggest a policy shift that could endan-
ger their status. Many Egyptians say the visa process has

been effectively closed to them since 2017, with narrow
exceptions made for the immediate family members of
residents and for specifically approved events.

The interior ministry was not immediately available for
comment. Qatar has a population of around 2.7 million but
just over 300,000 nationals, and does not publish statis-
tics breaking down population by nationality. A 2017
report by a private consultancy estimated Egyptians at
200,000. “When you open your arms to Qatar, Qatar will
open its arms even bigger for you. But if you become an
adversary of Qatar, then we will also treat you as an
adversary,” Baker said. —  Reuters

Qatar will not 
grant visas to...
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Israel said its strikes were in response to Hamas and
Islamic Jihad firing more than 450 rockets or mortars
across the border since Saturday, with Israeli air
defenses intercepting more than 150.

In addition to those killed and injured, the rockets
repeatedly set off air raid alarms in southern Israel and
sent residents running to shelters while also damaging
houses. The Israeli army said its tanks and planes hit
some 260 militant targets in Gaza in response. It tar-
geted mainly militant sites and in some cases militants
themselves. Targets included an Islamic Jihad attack
tunnel that stretched from southern Gaza into Israeli
territory, it said. Two multi-storey buildings in Gaza
City were also destroyed.

Israel said one of the buildings included Hamas mili-
tary intelligence and security offices. Turkey said its
state news agency Anadolu had an office in the build-
ing, and strongly denounced the strike. Israel said the
other building housed Hamas and Islamic Jihad offices.
The Gaza health ministry said the dead from the Israeli
strikes included a 14-month-old baby and a pregnant
woman, 37. It first identified the woman as the baby’s
mother, but the family clarified yesterday that she was
the aunt.

Israeli army spokesman Jonathan Conricus said that
based on intelligence “we are now confident” that the
deaths of the woman and baby were not due to an Israeli
strike. “Their unfortunate death was not a result of
(Israeli) weaponry but a Hamas rocket that was fired and
exploded not where it was supposed to,” he said. Islamic
Jihad’s armed wing distributed a video showing militants
handling rockets and threatening key Israeli sites, includ-
ing Ben-Gurion international airport near Tel Aviv.

Yesterday, Hamas and Islamic Jihad said their armed

wings had targeted an Israeli army vehicle with a
Kornet missile. It was unclear if it was hit. Israel closed
its crossings with Gaza for people and goods, as well
the fishing zone off the enclave’s shore, until further
notice. Egyptian and UN officials held talks to calm the
situation, as they have done repeatedly in the past,
while the European Union called for an immediate halt
to rocket fire from Gaza.

The UN envoy for the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
Nickolay Mladenov, called on “all parties to immediate-
ly de-escalate and return to the understandings of the
past few months.” The United States said it fully sup-
ported Israel’s “right to self-defense against these
abhorrent attacks.” Jordan, one of only two Arab coun-
tries with a peace treaty with Israel, urged it to “end its
aggression against the Gaza Strip and respect interna-
tional humanitarian law.”

The escalation follows Friday clashes along the Gaza
border that were the most violent in weeks. Four
Palestinians, including two Hamas militants, were killed
after two Israeli soldiers were wounded in a shooting
during weekly protests on the frontier. Israel and Gazan
militants have fought three wars since 2008 and fears
remain of a fourth.

A ceasefire between Israel and Hamas, brokered by
Egypt and the United Nations, had led to relative calm
around Israel’s April 9 general election. But recent days
saw a gradual uptick in violence, placing the ceasefire
at risk. A Hamas delegation led by its Gaza head Yahya
Sinwar visited Cairo Thursday for talks with Egyptian
officials. The truce has seen Israel allow Qatar to pro-
vide millions of dollars in aid to Gaza, paying salaries
and financing fuel purchases to ease severe electricity
shortages.

Israel has several reasons to seek calm. Netanyahu is
engaged in tough negotiations to form a new govern-
ment following April’s election and the country cele-
brates its Independence Day on Thursday. Israel is also
due to host the high-profile Eurovision song contest in
Tel Aviv from May 14-18, expected to attract thousands
of spectators. On the Gazan side, the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan begins in the week ahead.— AFP 

Deadly escalation
as Israel retaliates...
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He provided guidance in all matters of life, whether in
the home, on the job, in the marketplace, or on the battle-
field.  He interacted with men and women, young and old,
friends and foes. He taught us how to manage personal
relationships and international treaties.  He taught us to be
fully human, yet quintessentially spiritual. The simple state-

ment, “There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is His
messenger” is a profound concept that sums up the
thought and practice of a true Muslim.  It is the vision,
mission, objective and benchmark of life, all in one.

Courtesy of the TIES Center: the TIES Center aims at
empower Kuwait’s expats through social and educational
services that promote a positive and productive role in soci-
ety, and to facilitate opportunities for intra- and interfaith
interactions that promote social solidarity. For more informa-
tion, please call 25231015/6 or e-mail:  info@tiescenter.net.

Islam in a nutshell...

By A Saleh, Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Public Authority for Civil Information’s
(PACI) daily statistics about population demographics
showed that the total number of expats has dropped by
30,000 since the beginning of May (in just a few days),
said official sources, noting that the Ministry of Interior
(MoI) usually provides PACI with lists of expats can-
celling their residency visas or getting new ones, so
that the statistics could be kept up to date. “The num-
bers showed that expats dropped by around 30,000 in
the first four days of May,” the sources stressed.
Further, the sources explained that as of last Saturday,
the total number of citizens was 1,412,264 (29.7 percent

of the population), while expats were 3,333,027 (70.3
percent of the total population of 4,745,291). 

Russian freed on bail 
The Court of Appeal yesterday released the Russian

defendant and Saeed Dashti in the KGL case on a KD
20 million bail each plus a travel ban pending another
hearing on June 9. The Russian businesswoman was in
jail after being convicted by a Kuwaiti court of misap-
propriating public funds in the ‘Port Fund’ case. Kuwait
Port Authority had alleged that the woman and another
defendant illegally took millions of dinars of its money,
but she continues to deny the charges.

Expats leaving Kuwait

STRASBOURG: The Council of Europe, a pan-continen-
tal rights watchdog yesterday marked its 70th anniversary
at a time of mounting populism and a standoff with Russia
as well as doubts over its own role in the modern world. “I
didn’t know about it at all, this is really completely new to
me,” admitted Zeinila, an 18-year-old student who was vis-
iting the building hosting the Council of Europe in
Strasbourg, in northeastern France, during an open day to
mark its anniversary. 

The 70-year-old body suffers from being often con-
fused with the European Union Council. But its 47-nation
membership stretches far beyond the EU’s reaches to
include the likes of Russia, Turkey, Switzerland, Armenia
and Azerbaijan. Britain’s World War II leader Winston
Churchill was the first to suggest the creation the creation
of such a body back in 1942, at the height of the war, when
he expressed the hope that “the European family may act
unitedly as one under a Council of Europe”. 

The rights body was created through the treaty of
London  in May 1949. There were 10 initial signatories;
Belgium, Denmark, France, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and the United Kingdom.
Their stated mission was to defend human rights, democ-
racy and the rule of law, through international conventions
and treaties. 

“The main success is that Europe today (the 47 member
states) is a totally death penalty-free zone,” Council of
Europe Secretary General, Norwegian Thorbjorn Jagland
said. “If a member state wants to introduce the death
penalty, it would have to leave immediately CoE within the
session. These three articles — no death penalty, no tor-
ture, no forced labor - have in a way constituted the new

civilized Europe,” he added.
Perhaps better known than the council itself is its judi-

cial arm, the European Human Rights Court, which is itself
celebrating its 60th birthday. It is a tribunal of final resort
for those who feel their fundamental rights are being
denied by a member state. Strasbourg - a French city close
to the German border - was originally chosen to house the
Council of Europe as a symbol of post-war Franco-
German reconciliation.  Germany joined the council in
1950, a year after it was created. From the Thirty Years
War that began the 17th century to the mass destruction of
the Second World War, the Alsatian city had been the
focus of conflict and division.

Now it is home to an organization striving to bring
harmony, safeguard the rule of law and to protect
human rights. The rights court was also set up in
Strasbourg. “We have in a way constituted the new
civilized Europe after World War II” with the
European Convention on Human RIghts (ECHR) going
“much further than the universal declaration of human
rights,” said Jagland. Today he will meet with French
President Emmanuel Macron in Paris, before France
assumes the council’s rotating presidency in Mid-May.

The host nation picks up the baton at a difficult time for
the European Council. For years it has been in dispute with
member Russia, which could reach the point of no return in
June, notably with the election of Jagland’s successor. After
Moscow’s annexation of Crimea from Ukraine in 2014, the
council’s Parliamentary Assembly deprived the Russian
delegation of its voting and other rights. 

In retaliation, Russia suspended its annual 33-million-
euro ($37-million) payment to the Strasbourg-based
council - about seven percent of the body’s total budget -
and has not participated in sessions of the council’s
Parliamentary Assembly. The assembly brings together 324
men and women from the parliaments of the Council of
Europe’s 47 member states. Moscow is threatening to quit
altogether if its rights within the Council of Europe are not
restored in time for it to participate in the election of the
new secretary general. — AFP

The Council of 
Europe turns 70 
amid Russia crisis 


