
Egypt thought 
Italian student 
was spy: Report 
ROME: Egyptian police arrested and beat an Italian
student who was later found murdered because they
thought he was a British spy, according to fresh testi-
mony reported by Italian newspapers yesterday. The
account of how Giulio Regeni, a 28-year-old doctoral
researcher at Britain’s Cambridge University, disap-
peared in Cairo in January 2016 came from a witness
who overheard an Egyptian intelligence agent speaking
about “the Italian guy”, La Repubblica newspaper said.

The conversation about the tumultuous situation in
Egypt in Arabic took place at a police convention in an
unnamed African country in 2017 and was related to
Italian prosecutors who have now asked Egyptian
authorities for more information. The Italian foreign min-
istry tweeted yesterday that it “supports the Rome pros-
ecutor’s request for information, in the strong hope that it
contributes to the path of justice for Giulio Regeni.”

The unnamed eavesdropper learned the Egyptian’s
name when he exchanged business cards with a col-
league, La Repubblica said. He was one of five agents
Italian prosecutors said in December last year that they
were investigating for involvement in the murder of
Regeni, who disappeared on his way to a Cairo metro
station on Jan 25. “We thought he was an English spy,
we picked him up, I went and after putting him in the
car we had to beat him. I myself hit him several times in
the face,” the intelligence agent said, according to the
Correre della Sera newspaper.

Regeni’s body was found days later by a roadside
bearing extensive marks of torture in a case that
strained the traditionally close relations between Cairo

and Rome, which has accused Egypt of insufficient
cooperation in the probe. Italian prosecutors believe
the new testimony is credible and have sent it along
with other details to Egyptian prosecutors, requesting
in particular the agent’s whereabouts at the time of the
overheard conversation in the summer of 2017.

Egypt has always denied suggestions that its security
services were involved in the death of Regeni, who was
researching trade unions, a sensitive subject in Egypt.
Frustrated at the slow pace of the probe, Italy withdrew
its ambassador to Egypt in April 2016, but sent a new
envoy to Cairo the following year. Egyptian authorities
initially suggested Regeni died in a traffic accident, but
later said he was killed by a criminal gang that was sub-
sequently wiped out in a shootout with police. — AFP 
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This picture taken on Saturday shows rocket launchers firing during a test of weapons in an undisclosed location in North Korea. (Inset) North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un supervises the ‘strike drill’. — AFP 

SEOUL: North Korea’s state media said yesterday that
leader Kim Jong Un had overseen a rocket and tactical
guided weapons test, after the drill Saturday raised
concerns Pyongyang was escalating provocations with
US nuclear negotiations deadlocked. The North last
carried out a missile test in Nov 2017, before a rapid
diplomatic rapprochement saw tensions ease on the
peninsula and a series of summits.

A return to missile launches would be likely to infuri-
ate US President Donald Trump, but the North’s official
KCNA news agency shied away from the term in its
report, saying Kim had ordered a “strike drill” involving
“long-range multiple rocket launchers” - which are not
targeted by UN sanctions resolutions - and unspecified
“tactical guided weapons”. Seoul’s defense ministry
said yesterday an analysis of the launch indicated
Pyongyang had tested “240-mm and 300-mm multiple
rocket launchers and a new type of tactical guided
weapons with a range of around 70 to 240 kilometers”.

The United States and North Korea have been at
loggerheads since the collapse of a Trump-Kim summit
in February, when the two sides clashed over sanctions
and the extent of Pyongyang’s concessions on its atom-
ic arsenal. But despite the latest sabre-rattling from

Pyongyang, Trump insisted that a breakthrough was
possible. “Kim Jong Un fully realizes the great econom-
ic potential of North Korea, & will do nothing to inter-
fere or end it,” Trump tweeted. “He also knows that I
am with him & does not want to break his promise to
me. Deal will happen!” The US leader did not elaborate
on Kim’s promise.

During Saturday’s drill Kim urged his troops to
remember “the iron truth that genuine peace and security
are ensured and guaranteed only by powerful strength”,
KCNA said. The state-run Rodong Sinmun newspaper
yesterday carried 16 photos of the weapons test on its
front page, including a picture of a grim-looking Kim
clutching his binoculars in an observation post as well as
several images of projectiles shooting skywards.

Broken promises?
Trump proclaimed that the North Korean nuclear

threat was over after the two sides’ historic first summit
in Singapore in June, when Kim pledged to work
towards “complete denuclearization of the Korean
peninsula”. The two have since disagreed over what
that means, but Trump has insisted the leaders remain
close even after their follow-up meeting in Vietnam

broke up without a deal or even a joint statement, and
that Kim would maintain his moratorium on long-range
missile and nuclear tests.

But with negotiations lagging, the North appears to
be testing the US while staying below that threshold.
The Saturday drill followed last month’s test-firing of
very short-range tactical weapons, and came days after
a senior North Korean diplomat chastised US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo for making “foolish
and dangerous” comments during nuclear talks.
Analysts said Pyongyang appears intent on raising
pressure on Washington. “Kim wants to ensure the
world knows it is upset with the US hardline stance on
denuclearization and will not bow to external pressure,”
said Scott Seaman of the Eurasia Group.

‘Unwanted outcome’ 
But Ankit Panda of the Federation of American

Scientists stressed that the projectile launch “does not
violate Kim Jong Un’s self-imposed missile-testing
moratorium”, which “only applied to intercontinental-
range ballistic missiles”. Even so, a statement from
Seoul’s presidential Blue House said it was “greatly
concerned”, calling it a violation of a military agree-

ment signed by both Koreas last year.
On Friday, South Korean Foreign Minister Kang

Kyung-wha said Pyongyang should show “visible, con-
crete and substantial” denuclearization action if it
wants sanctions relief - the issue at the centre of the
Hanoi debacle. Earlier this week, North Korean Vice
Foreign Minister Choe Son Hui warned Washington of
an “unwanted outcome” if it did not adjust its stance on
economic sanctions.

Biegun visit 
Since the collapse of the Hanoi summit, South

Korean president Moon Jae-in - who brokered the first
meeting between the mercurial US and North Korean
leaders - has tried to salvage diplomacy, but
Pyongyang has remained largely unresponsive. Last
week, on the anniversary of the first Panmunjom summit
between Moon and Kim, KCNA said Washington and
Seoul “keep pushing the situation of the Korean penin-
sula and the region to an undesirable phase”, criticizing
their joint military exercises. The North Korean drill
comes just days before US special representative
Stephen Biegun is to visit Japan and South Korea for
talks on Pyongyang’s nuclear arsenal. — AFP 

N Korea tested launchers, guided weapons 
Kim oversees drill amid concerns Pyongyang escalating provocations

ROME: In this file photo taken on Jan 25, 2017, activists of
human rights organization Amnesty International hold a
picture of Giulio Regeni and candles as they take part in a
demonstration in front of the parliament. — AFP 

Blacklisting Muslim 
Brotherhood could 
radicalize members 
CAIRO: Washington is considering blacklisting the
Muslim Brotherhood as a terrorist organization, but
experts warn the move would risk radicalizing its mem-
bers and further destabilizing the Arab world. A grass-
roots Islamist movement with affiliates in several coun-
tries including Turkey’s ruling AKP party and Tunisia’s
Ennahda, the Brotherhood has militant offshoots but
officially renounced violence in the 1970s. Placing the
movement on Washington’s list of foreign terrorist
organisations (FTOs) would ban its members from
entering the United States and make it a crime for any
American to assist the group.

Abdelrahman Ayyash, a researcher on Islamist
movements, warned that the decision could escalate
repression of the Brotherhood in Egypt and push its
adherents towards more hardline groups. “It would end
up adding... more extremists to ISIS-like groups,” he
said, using an alternative acronym for the Islamic State
group. Founded by Egyptian scholar and schoolteacher
Hassan Al-Banna in 1928 as an Islamic charity and
political movement, the Society of the Muslim Brothers
grew rapidly, spawning offshoots from Morocco to
Turkey, many of which are active today.

Despite repeated crackdowns over the decades, it
remained a major political actor in Egypt (despite long
being banned), before taking power in a 2012 election
after president Hosni Mubarak was deposed the previ-
ous year. But after the army’s 2013 toppling of
Mubarak’s successor Mohamed Morsi, the country’s
first elected civilian president and a Brotherhood offi-
cial, Cairo once more banned the movement and

declared it a terror group.
The month after the Islamist president’s ouster,

security forces broke up two pro-Morsi protest camps
in Cairo, killing at least 700 people. President Abdel
Fattah Al-Sisi’s government has since executed dozens
of Brotherhood members and imprisoned thousands.
Sisi, who met President Donald Trump in April, report-
edly urged him to blacklist the group. The White House
announced on Tuesday that the designation was
“working its way through the internal process”. The
move would allow US officials to impose sanctions on
any person or organization with links to it.

But Fawaz Gerges, a political science professor at
the London School of Economics, said that while the
move would isolate the Brotherhood, it would ultimately
adapt. “The movement’s dominant narrative celebrates
the pain and sacrifice of their members as part of their
political DNA,” he said. That echoes the experience of
one of the Brotherhood’s key figures, Sayyid Qutb. The
American-educated Egyptian religious scholar was
jailed under President Gamal Abdul Nasser in the
1960s. He became increasingly hardline in prison, and
his calls for a more violent strain of Islamism inspired
future militant groups including Al-Qaeda.

Some Brotherhood members have reacted violently
to Egypt’s latest crackdown. Armed Brotherhood affili-
ates Hasm and Liwaa al-Thawra emerged in 2016 and
have since claimed responsibility for a string of deadly
attacks, notably targeting judges and police officers.
The Brotherhood remains a diverse movement with a
presence in many countries, according to Yehia Hamed,
a Brotherhood member who was investment minister in
Morsi’s government. He warned that blacklisting the
movement could drive Muslim Brotherhood members
to join the ranks of groups such as Al-Qaeda and IS.
“They will go to the young members and say: ‘You are
peaceful - and still you are labeled a terrorist’,” he said.
Hamed said he was planning to sue Trump as he would
be personally affected by the blacklisting. — AFP 


