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Minister halts disconnecting electricity
from ‘bachelors’ houses in Ramadan

1.2 million people tested for AIDS in 2018
By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Minister of Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs and Minister of State for Municipal
Affairs Fahd Al-Sholah ordered halting dis-
connecting electricity from houses inhabit-
ed by ‘bachelors’ in private residential areas
during Ramadan, but called for the continu-
ation of listing the violations to deal with
them after Eid. The government has recent-
ly been ramping up efforts with the aim of
evicting single unmarried men out of apart-
ments or rooms they are renting in govern-
ment houses located in residential areas
around Kuwait. MPs have lately joined
many residents of said areas in complaints
that the presence of ‘bachelors’ residing

among families presents security, cultural
and demographic risks. In other news, a
team from Kuwait Municipality’s Capital
municipality division decorated the Souq
Mubarakiya area in celebration of the holy
month of Ramadan.

AIDS tests
The Ministry of Health (MoH) subjected

1.2 million people to AIDS tests in 2018,
assistant undersecretary for general health
and the head of the national committee for
fighting AIDS Dr Majeda Al-Qattan said.
Qattan added that AIDS awareness cam-
paigns are on all year long and that the
tests are done in absolute secrecy with
more focus on the most vulnerable cate-

gories such as teenagers, drug addicts and
others. Qattan urged AIDS-vulnerable indi-
viduals to make use of the voluntary tests
and free advice round the clock at the
infectious diseases hospital. 

Budgets’ discussion canceled
Head of the parliament’s budgets com-

mittee MP Adnan Abdulsamad announced
that the committee had to cancel discussing
a bill on the 2019-2020 youth authority’s
budget and its 2017-2018 final statement, as
well as the budget of the Holy Quran publi-
cation authority because they were “exam-
ples of government blunders.” Abdulsamad
added that budgets had been allocated for
two youth authority departments despite

receiving a decree on cancelling the
authority itself because of similarity
between its work and that of the ministry of
state for youth affairs.  

Grading exams
Ministry of Education (MoE)

Undersecretary Saud Al-Harbi yesterday
authorized various schools to decide on the
time of grading the final exams due to start
tomorrow for grades 5-11 and choose
whether to do so before or after iftar.
Speaking at a meeting with educational
zone directors, Harbi urged school directors
to check all air conditioners and water
coolers to provide the most suitable atmos-
phere for students. Minister Fahd Al-Sholah

KUWAIT: Firemen battle a blaze in a paper recycling factory belonging to the
Ministry of Health in South Khaitan yesterday.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Firemen from five different fire
stations battled a blaze in a paper recy-
cling factory in South Khaitan yesterday,
the public relations and information
department of Kuwait Fire Service
Directorate (KFSD) said. Farwaniya,
Ardiya, Subhan, Capital and backup sta-
tions were involved in fighting the blaze,
led by Deputy Director General for Fire
Fighting Maj Gen Jamal Al-Bulaihees. The
fire covered an area of 3,000 sq m. No
injuries were reported. Meanwhile, an
investigation was opened to reveal the
cause of the fire. And in following up with
the case, Ministry of Education’s assistant
undersecretary for financial affairs Yousif
Al-Najjar said Minister Hamed Al-Azmi
gave immediate instructions to install sur-
veillance cameras at all warehouses, as
well as selling scrap items every month or

two instead of keeping them for long.  

Woman falls from first floor
A woman fell down the light shaft of a

building in Hawally. Firemen discovered a
skylight was broken, and found the
woman had fallen from the first floor to
the basement while walking on the glass.
The woman suffered various fractures.

Patrols at Jaber Causeway
The relations and security information

department at the interior ministry said
environment police patrols will be on the
streets in coordination with the
Environment Public Authority round the
clock on Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad
Causeway to control any violations of
throwing garbage. It said it will strictly
deal with any violation of the law on
roads and bridges, and articles 107 and
108 will be applied against any violator.

Firemen put out blaze at
paper recycling factory

KUWAIT: Authorities at the interior
ministry said an Egyptian insulted a
policeman while on duty at a hotel,
and threatened to throw him out. A
verbal exchange took place between
the two, then the Egyptian made the
threats. The man was detained for
questioning.

Man smashes police cars 
A young man, thought to be in an

abnormal condition, smashed the win-
dows of two patrol cars following a
fight with a girl in Ali Sabah Al-Salem.
A passerby called police, who
responded and saw the man beating
the girl, so they rescued the girl and
took both to the patrol car, but they
continued the fight in the car, so the
girl was taken out and he was left
alone despite his objections. He then
damaged the back door of the patrol
car. Back-up was called and he was
controlled and put in the car, but he

smashed its windows. Investigations
are being made.

Trapped bedoon 
A bedoon aged 33 told police that

two men and a woman detained him in
an Egaila flat, beat him and stole KD
170. Police went to the flat and freed
the man. Paramedics were called and
took him to Adan hospital. Charges of
movement restriction and bodily tor-
ture were ordered by the prosecutor
as criminal detectives are investigat-
ing.

Naked man caught 
Interior ministry operations

received a call about two persons who
seemed in an abnormal condition, with
one totally naked. Police arrived at the
scene and found one of them sleeping,
while the naked person escaped, but
was chased and caught. Both were
taken to Shamiya police station to face

Police detains man for
insulting, threatening him

KUWAIT: Today, the Kuwait Institute for
Scientific Research (KISR) celebrates the suc-
cessful conclusion of the publication and sub-
sequent capacity building program of the first
edition of the Kuwait Energy Outlook. The
report, which presents ground-breaking
analysis to predict and plan for Kuwait’s ener-
gy future, is the first of its kind in the Gulf
region, and puts forward recommendations to
create a more sustainable, energy-efficient and
diversified economy and society in Kuwait.
The inaugural KEO highlights and analyses
three main challenges Kuwait is facing in
ensuring prosperity for future generations: the
need to diversify the country’s oil-dependent
economy, stimulate efficient energy usage, and
further develop renewable energy sources. 

Yesterday’s closure event celebrates the
report’s major achievements so far, including
the successful publication of the first ever
KEO, supported by a gender-balanced team
working out of a dedicated space; the
strengthening of institutional capacity in
Kuwait through intensive training programs
supported by the UNDP and partnerships
with international bodies including the
International Energy Agency (IEA) and the
Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI); and
the improved collaboration between Kuwait’s
key energy players, including the establish-
ment of an editorial committee from seven
government institutions to oversee the pro-
duction of future editions. 

The event welcomed high-level individuals
to mark the momentous occasion, including
representatives from Kuwait’s energy industry,
Ministries and Embassies, as well as represen-
tatives of KISR’s Energy and Building

Research Center (EBRC), the General
Secretariat of the Supreme Council for
Planning and Development (GSSCPD) and
United Nations Development Program
(UNDP), which all contributed to the first edi-
tion of the KEO.

Following the ceremony, Dr Samira AS
Omar, Director General of KISR, stated that:
“KISR’s ambition at its founding was to be at
the forefront of energy reform in the country,
guiding and offering solutions to one of
Kuwait’s most challenging industries. Going
forward, the Kuwait Energy Outlook will play
an essential role in increasing collaboration
between government entities on energy-relat-
ed issues and up skilling Kuwait’s energy pro-
fessionals as we work towards creating a more
sustainable Kuwait.”

Dr Khaled Mahdi, Secretary General of the
Supreme Council for Planning and
Development (GSSCPD), commented that:
“Kuwait is leading the region in mapping out a
sustainable, diversified energy future based on
an evidence-based analysis such as KEO.

Adhering to the recommendations as set out
in the report will further increase Kuwait’s
global competitiveness, benefiting generations
to come.” 

Khaled Shahwan, UNDP Deputy Resident
Representative, underscored the importance
of the first Outlook: “UNDP is supporting
Kuwait on its journey to achieve its
Sustainable Development Goals. Through the
first Energy Outlook in the region, Kuwait has
taken a major step forward with regards to its
socio-economic and environmental develop-
ment plans.” 

KISR has established the Kuwait Energy
Policy Team, which has been tasked with the
creation of future editions of the report that
will likely be published every three years going
forward. These Energy Outlooks will be pre-
sented at dedicated Forums that will bring
together international and domestic stakehold-
ers to discuss Kuwait’s energy future. In addi-
tion, special thematic reports will be released
periodically that will provide in-depth analyses
of specific energy issues. 

KISR successfully
concludes capacity
building program

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH)
launched its Ramadan advertisement this
year entitled “Quran Is Life”, praising the
virtues of the holy book “Quran” in the Holy
Month of Ramadan. The ad aims to encour-
age people to avail this opportunity to read
and memorize Quran and take it as a guide
and a companion in the journey of good-
ness and charity. 

The advertisement reflects the bank’s
Islamic identity and values and reiterates its
significant social role. KFH has succeeded to
produce an advertisement with Kuwaiti
thoughts, hands and skills. They have com-
piled, prepared and performed the expres-
sive roles in coordination with the main sce-
nario which highlights the virtues of Quran
and the significance of an individual being a
follower of Quran eg “Best Friend - Your My
Conscience - My Guidance and My Award”.
The advertisement was concluded by high-
lighting the main concept which reiterates
that Quran is our companion from Cradle to
Grave and our loyal friend in life and heaven. 

The advertisement carries a valuable

human and social message and context to
cope with the Holy Month of Ramadan dur-
ing which the revelation was made. The
detailed verses of Quran are always with us
to guide us to charity and good deeds right
from the day we are born until the day we
die. They organize life, lighten paths, enlight-
en minds, guide hearts and purify souls.
Quran teaches us good virtues, forgiveness,
love, brotherhoods, development of earth
and achievement of human happiness.

The advertisement takes the viewer into a
journey that sheds light on the main concept
“Quran Is Life” and pictures man’s various
life stages in magnificent portraits with
highly impressive sound effects of our daily
life. The advertisement will be broadcasted
on various media platforms including TV,
KFH social media channels, Websites and
other means. The advertisement is expected
to achieve highly significant viewing ratios
considering its dist inguished idea and
attractive scenes. The advertisement shall be
accompanied by a set of competitions to
enhance viewers’ reaction with the adver-

tisement, increase number of viewers and
ensure that it has reached all society tiers. 

KFH Quran Application is considered as
one of the most downloaded applications on
internet. Millions around the world have
downloaded the latest 4th edition of this
application which comprises new features
and qualifies including new navigation sys-
tem, multi-language display, screen steering
as per user’s choice . . . etc. KFH Quran
Application is the best choice for all those
who wish to read Quran via smart phones. 

It is worth mentioning that KFH has sev-
eral Ramadan activities, thus affirming its
leading posit ion in  bear ing i ts  socia l
responsibility through its rich Ramadan
program “Communicate with Goodness in
the Month of Goodness5” which comprises
various human and social activities, quali-
tative initiatives and daily communication
with the public. The program aims to affirm
KFH commitment to the human and social
message and to strengthen the concept of
social responsibility which is driven by
social values.

KFH launches Ramadan TV ad ‘Quran Is Life’ 


