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Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Huddersfield v Manchester United 16:00
beIN SPORTS 
Chelsea FC v Watford 16:00
beIN SPORTS 
Arsenal v Brighton & Hove Albion 18:30
beIN SPORTS 

SPANISH LEAGUE
Getafe CF v Girona 13:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3
SD Eibar v Real Betis 15:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Real Madrid CF v Villarreal CF 17:15
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Real Valladolid v Athletic de Bilbao 19:30
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Huesca v Valencia C.F 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 3

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
Empoli v ACF Fiorentina 13:30
beIN SPORTS 
SS Lazio v Atalanta 16:00
beIN SPORTS 
Parma Calcio 1913 v UC Sampdoria 16:00
beIN SPORTS 
US Sassuolo Calcio v Frosinone Calcio 16:00
beIN SPORTS 
Genoa CFC v AS Roma 19:00
beIN SPORTS 
SSC Napoli v Cagliari Calcio 21:30
beIN SPORTS 

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA
Schalke 04 v FC Augsburg 14:30
beIN SPORTS 
SC Freiburg v Fortuna Dusseldorf 16:30
beIN SPORTS 
Bayer 04 Leverkusen v Eintracht Frankfurt 19:00
beIN SPORTS 

FRENCH LEAGUE
Montpellier HSC v Amiens SC 16:00
beIN SPORTS 
FC Nantes v Dijon 16:00
beIN SPORTS 
Toulouse FC v Stade Rennais 16:00
beIN SPORTS 
AS Monaco FC v Saint Etienne 18:00
beIN SPORTS 
Olympique Lyonnais v LOSC Lille 22:00
beIN SPORTS

Celtic win eighth successive 
Scottish Premiership title

LONDON: Celtic remain in a league of their own in
Scotland as a 3-0 win at Aberdeen clinched an eighth
consecutive Premiership title yesterday. The Hoops are
now just one victory away from a third consecutive
domestic treble of trophies should they defeat Hearts in
the Scottish Cup final on May 25.

However, that haul of silverware belies a troubled
campaign that saw manager Brendan Rodgers walk out
on the club to move to Leicester and a repeated failure
to make progress in Europe.

Neil Lennon returned for his second spell in charge
when Rodgers suddenly upped sticks in February and
has steadied the ship with an unbeaten 11-game run to
extend Celtic’s eight-point lead over Rangers to 12,
although Steven Gerrard’s men have a game in hand.
Yet, despite the results, Celtic’s performances have not
hit the heights they often did under Rodgers in the past
three months with Lennon admitting his side gave him
“heebee jeebees” in closing out the title.

Lennon is yet to be handed the job on a permanent
basis and uncertainty surrounds not only who will be in
the dugout next season, but the futures of much of a
bloated squad.

“It’s been really tough, the toughest piece of man-
agement I’ve had to do,” added Lennon. “It has been
difficult coming in to the club but the players helped me
and I like to think I’ve helped them. It’s been really spe-
cial.” There is little time for the Celtic board to deliber-
ate when it comes to naming a new manager or in the

transfer market as the Scottish champions will again
have to trawl through four qualifying rounds to make it
back to the riches and glamour of the Champions
League. Failure at the third hurdle against AEK Athens
last season curtailed Rodgers’s ambition for the club to
kick on and saw star striker Moussa Dembele sold to
Lyon on the final day of the transfer window. Lennon is
the hot favourite for the role given his experience of the
club and Scottish football, plus he was the last man to
lead Celtic to the last 16 of the Champions League in
2013. The recent deaths of legendary former captain
Billy McNeill, who lifted the European Cup in 1967, and
Stevie Chalmers, who scored the winning goal against
Inter Milan in that final, have hammered home how far
off Celtic seem from the European elite now compared
to their glorious past.

Emulating the Lisbon Lions on the continental stage
is an impossible task, but matching them domestically is
Celtic’s target for next season.

McNeill and Chalmers played their part in the Celtic
side that won nine titles in a row between 1965-1974, a
feat that Rangers matched in the late eighties and
nineties. Now nine-in-a-row beckons again for Celtic
and Lennon, despite his combustible nature, is seen as
the safest pair of hands to get them there.

Gerrard’s first season at Ibrox has seen steady if
unspectacular progress. Rangers will finish second for
the first time since the club went into liquidation in 2012
and the Gers will hope to be in a better position to

push Celtic closer again next season.
However, that will depend on how willingly and

wisely Celtic invest. Celtic’s most recent financial
results in February showed cash reserves of £39 million

($51 million), a huge sum in the small pond of Scottish
football. Use it to good effect during a summer of tran-
sition and Celtic’s financial muscle should see them
swot the competition aside again next season. — AFP

ABERDEEN: Celtic players celebrate after the final whistle of their Scottish Premiership soccer match against
Aberdeen at Pittodrie Stadium, Aberdeen, Scotland, yesterday. 

Lennon is yet to be handed the job on a permanent basis

TURIN: Cristiano Ronaldo headed in a late equaliser to
spoil Torino’s dream of a first win at city rivals Juventus
in nearly a quarter of a century on Friday and frustrate
their bid to move into the Champions League places.

Sasa Lukic had fired Torino ahead after 17 minutes
in a match brought forward a day to avoid clashing with
Saturday’s 70th anniversary of the air disaster that
wiped out the all-conquering ‘Grande Torino’ team of
the 1940s.

But Ronaldo headed in for 1-1 after 84 minutes to
leave Torino in sixth place, two points off the
Champions League berths with three games left to play.
Juventus have already sealed the Serie A title for the
eighth season in a row, but Torino still have all to play

for as they target a first-ever qualification for elite
European competition.

“This draw burns, we could have scored a second
goal and brought the win home,” said Torino coach
Walter Mazzarri.  “The only time we let down our guard
the phenomenon that is Ronaldo punished us.”

Torino have not won at Juventus since 1995 while
their only win since then against their city rivals was at
home in April 2015. Ronaldo-who had scored the only
goal with a penalty in the reverse fixture in December-
was partnered up front by teenage striker Moise Kean.

Kean threatened early along with Torino captain
Andrea Belotti. But Serbian midfielder Lukic broke
through following a Miralem Pjanic error to slot in his
first goal for Torino. Ronaldo came close to an equaliser
soon after with his powerful strike just wide with
Salvatore Sirigu denying Blaise Matuidi.

But Juventus increased the pressure after the break
with Ronaldo rising hightest to latch onto a Leonardo
Spinazzola cross to beat Sirigu and deny Torino a third
consecutive victory.

It was Ronaldo’s 21st league goal this season and
moves him two behind Sampdoria’s Fabio Quagliarella,
who leads the Serie A scoring charts. The Portuguese
superstar brings his tally of career club goals to 601,

edging ahead of his Argentina rival Lionel Messi, who
has 600. “We’re lucky to play with Cristiano and live in
this age of two star players,” said Juventus captain
Giorgio Chiellini.  “They’re somewhat comparable to
(Roger) Federer and (Rafael) Nadal. They are both out
of this world, one seems stronger one day and then the
other replies.”

For Juventus it was a second consecutive stalemate
after last weekend’s 1-1 draw against Inter Milan.
“Clearly once you’ve won the league the foot comes off
the gas a little bit and it becomes difficult to find the
motivation,” said coach Massimiliano Allegri.

“But compared to the San Siro we started better and
if we hadn’t conceded that goal in the first half it might
have been a different game.” Juventus are nevertheless
19 points ahead of second-placed Napoli, who host
Cagliari today.

Inter Milan, eight points behind Napoli, will look to
consolidate third position and their Champions League
berth at Udinese. Torino stay sixth, one point behind
Roma, and two adrift of fourth-placed Atalanta.

Although Juventus have nothing left to play for they
will have a role in who qualifies for next seasons
Champions League as they play Roma and Atalanta in
their next two games. — AFP

‘Phenomenon’ Ronaldo 
stretches Torino’s 
24-year wait for 
win at Juventus

PARIS: Five weeks before the women’s World Cup
kicks off in France, and there is a hive of activity high
up in the Montparnasse Tower, one of the tallest build-
ings in Paris. It is here, on the 49th floor and with an
unobstructed view over the French capital, that tourna-
ment organisers are working to put everything in place
for a month-from June 7 to July 7 — where women’s
football will be in the spotlight like never before.

And yet, the organisers admit that they have been
caught out by the extent of the demand from foreign
fans for tickets.  “We didn’t see it coming,” says Erwan
Le Prevost, head of the local organising committee.

While the opening match will be played at the Parc
des Princes in Paris and both the semi-finals and the
final will be staged in Lyon, in between matches will

also be played in some of France’s smaller provincial
cities, from Nice on the Mediterranean coast to
Valenciennes in the far north.

“We did not always choose big stadiums, because
we didn’t want any empty stadiums,” Noel Le Graet,
the president of the French Football Federation, admit-
ted to AFP. Yet of the 1.3 million tickets put on sale for
the 52 matches, at prices ranging from nine to 84 euros
($10-94), more than 720,000 have already been sold.

“We have already reached our objective in terms of
ticket sales and now we are going beyond. The tickets
for the semis, the final and the opening match sold out
in 48 hours,” said Le Graet, who is pleasantly surprised.

“We got the women’s World Cup in 2015. When you
get it, you tell yourself that you’re going to have to find
some stadiums and fill them. “At the beginning, possible
host cities were not exactly shoving each other out of
the way to come forward. I was a bit scared about the
Parc des Princes, but the opening match sold out in five
minutes.”

That game will see hosts France play South Korea as
they set out in search of a first World Cup triumph.
Seven games in total have sold out so far, including the
Netherlands against Cameroon at the 25,000-seat
Stade du Hainaut in Valenciennes on June 15.

That will include as many as 10,000 Dutch support-

ers travelling down through Belgium for the match.
While not every game will be a sell-out, organisers

surely should not have been surprised by the degree of
interest from France and around the world as the
United States prepare to defend their crown on French
soil. Attendances are on the rise all over. While a French
record crowd of almost 26,000 saw Lyon beat Paris
Saint-Germain recently, in England there is set to be a
record crowd for a women’s FA Cup final this weekend
when more than 50,000 watch Manchester City face
West Ham.

In March, a world record crowd for a women’s club
game of over 60,000 saw Atletico Madrid play
Barcelona in Spain. Big crowds will be the norm
throughout June and July too, but from the point of
view of security the women’s World Cup is far less of a
headache than Euro 2016.

Three years ago, the men’s European showpiece was
overshadowed by terrorism fears as well as hooligan-
ism, with English and Russian fans clashing in ugly
scenes in Marseille. A different profile of supporter will
be present this time. “It will be nearly 30 percent chil-
dren in the stadiums, it will be very family friendly with
all the good side of football,” said Le Prevost. “There
won’t be an oppressive atmosphere like there often was
during the Euro.”— AFP

LONDON: Arsenal have one foot in the Europa League
final but know they cannot afford the luxury of taking it
easy in today’s match against struggling Brighton as
they chase a Premier League top-four berth.

Unai Emery’s team have wobbled badly in the league
in recent weeks, losing four out of their past five match-
es after putting themselves in a strong position. They
are two points behind fourth-placed Chelsea with two
matches remaining, the first at home to Brighton today
and the second away to Burnley the following week.

But they still have two chances to reach next sea-
son’s Champions League-by winning the Europa
League or moving up a place from their current posi-
tion of fifth in the Premier League. Arsenal lead
Valencia 3-1 ahead after the first leg of their Europa
League semi-final on Thursday. 

Victory in that competition guarantees entry into the
Champions League next season. Emery, who said
reaching the Champions League again after an absence
of two seasons is the club’s “first objective”, is aware
that he is not in control of the situation.

“We need to win the next match and if we win
against Brighton we are going to the last match against

Burnley with the possibility to be in the top four,” he
said.  “It’s not in our hands, but we need to win our
matches and the first is today. It’s not easy to win each
match, for us and for other teams, but the focus for us is
to win against Brighton for different situations. 

“We are going to play the last match at home and we
want to finish at the Emirates with a victory. “The first
objective is to finish in the top four and it will give us
the chance.” Emery confirmed earlier this week that the
injured Aaron Ramsey, leaving for Juventus at the end
of the season, would not feature again for the club,
while veteran goalkeeper Peter Cech is retiring.

The Arsenal boss conceded that qualifying for the
Champions League through the league would be tough
with third-placed Tottenham, Chelsea and Manchester
United also in the mix.

But despite recent hiccups, he is happy with his first
season in charge at the Emirates. “Our progress I think-
when we started the season we lost against Man City
and Chelsea  and we worked for this process, little by
little and at the end of the season now we are with this
possibility.  “I think when we started we would have
been happy to have today these two opportunities in
the Premier League and Europa League to reach our
target.” Brighton, who themselves have plenty to play
for as they scramble to ensure Premier League survival,
have drawn two of their past three matches.

They are on 35 points, four clear of Cardiff, who
are in the third and final relegation spot. “We’ve
shown a reaction to that slump in form, and hopefully
we can continue that at the Emirates today,” said
striker Glenn Murray. — AFP

Organisers taken 
aback by demand 
for women’s World 
Cup tickets

Arsenal bid to reverse 
slump as Brighton 
fight for survival

LONDON: File photo shows Arsenal’s French striker Alexandre Lacazette (R) attempts to block a clearance
from Valencia’s Argentinian defender Ezequiel Garay (L) during the UEFA Europa League semi final, first leg,
football match between Arsenal and Valencia at the Emirates Stadium in London on May 2, 2019. — AFP


