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Giants escape 8-run hole, 
top Reds in 11 innings
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Muncy lifts Dodgers to 4-3 win over Padres
CINCINNATI: Evan Longoria belted a homer to lead off
the 11th inning, and the visiting San Francisco Giants
overcame an eight-run deficit to post a 12-11 victory
over the Cincinnati Reds on Friday. After striking out a
pair of batters in a scoreless 10th inning, Jared Hughes
(2-1) saw his 0-1 slider to Longoria deposited just inside
the left field foul pole to begin the 11th. The blast capped
San Francisco’s comeback from an 8-0 deficit, highlight-
ed by Stephen Vogt’s game-tying homer off closer Raisel
Iglesias with two outs in the ninth inning. Joe Panik
launched a two-run homer, and Steven Duggar and
Brandon Belt each had a two-run single for the Giants,
who overcame a pair of three-run homers by Derek
Dietrich to snap a seven-game losing streak in
Cincinnati.

DODGERS 4, PADRES 3
Max Muncy drove home Austin Barnes with a single

off the glove of San Diego first baseman Eric Hosmer in
the ninth inning to give visiting Los Angeles a win. The
Dodgers rallied from a 3-0 deficit that the Padres built
when Manny Machado and Ian Kinsler homered off
Clayton Kershaw. Scott Alexander (2-1) retired the only
hitter he faced to get the win. Kenley Jansen picked up
his 11th save with three strikeouts in the bottom of the
ninth. Kirby Yates (0-1), who was the National League
Reliever of the Month for April after recording 14 saves
in as many chances, took the loss. 

BLUE JAYS 1, RANGERS 0 (12 INNINGS)
Trent Thornton allowed one hit over seven shutout

innings, and Toronto eventually beat Texas in Arlington,
Texas. Thornton is still seeking his first win after striking
out five and walking two in his seventh major league
start. Rangers left-hander Mike Minor threw eight
shutout innings. He scattered seven hits, struck out nine
and walked two. Texas’ Ariel Jurado (0-1) took over in
the 12th and gave up a leadoff single to Brandon Drury.
Teoscar Hernandez then singled to center and Danny
Jansen laid down a two-strike bunt back to Jurado, who
threw the ball away trying to retire Drury at third, scor-
ing the only run.

CUBS 4, CARDINALS 0
Kyle Hendricks threw a shutout on 81 pitches to lift

Chicago past the visiting Cardinals, allowing four hits
and striking out three without walking a batter in the
opener of the three-game series. It was his third major
league shutout and first since a 5-0 win against the
Miami Marlins on Aug. 1, 2016. Anthony Rizzo hit a
three-run homer among his three hits for Chicago, which
has won five in a row, the past two by shutout. St. Louis
starter Jack Flaherty (3-2) pitched 5 2/3 innings, allowing
three runs and four hits with nine strikeouts and a sea-
son-high four walks.

BRAVES 7, MARLINS 2
In a tension-filled game, Atlanta pitcher Kevin

Gausman was ejected in the second inning, but the
Braves rallied to defeat host Miami led by Brian McCann,
who homered and had three RBIs. Freddie Freeman also
homered, and Josh Donaldson-in his first game back
from a calf injury-went 3-for-5 with a double and three
RBIs. Gausman was apparently seeking retribution
against Marlins pitcher Jose Urena (1-5), who hit Braves

star Ronald Acuna in the elbow last year. This was the
first time since then that the Braves had faced Urena, and
Gausman threw a 97 mph fastball behind his knees with
his first pitch, earning an immediate ejection. Touki
Toussaint (2-0), who entered the game in the second
inning after Gausman was ejected and inherited a two-
on jam, earned the win in his first game since being
recalled from Triple-A Gwinnett. He allowed one run in
four innings, striking out six.

ATHLETICS 14, PIRATES 1
Josh Phegley had a career-high eight RBIs as visiting

Oakland broke out of a six-game losing streak in a big
way, shellacking Pittsburgh. Phegley hit a solo homer,
two bases-clearing doubles and an RBI single. It was the
most RBIs against Pittsburgh since St. Louis’ Kenny
Reitz had eight on June 28, 1977. Oakland starter Brett
Anderson (4-2) allowed one run and four hits in six
innings with four strikeouts and two walks. Pittsburgh
starter Joe Musgrove (1-3) lasted 2 2/3 innings, giving up
seven runs, five of them earned, and six hits with one
strikeout and two walks.

BREWERS 3, METS 1
Ryan Braun hit a tiebreaking two-run homer in the

fifth inning for host Milwaukee, which went on to beat
New York in the opener of a three-game series. Braun
finished 3-for-4 for the Brewers, who snapped a two-
game losing streak. The Mets have alternated losses with
wins over the past seven games. The teams traded runs
in the first inning, but the Brewers stranded five runners
over the next four innings before finally cashing in
against Steven Matz (3-2) in the fifth, when Yasmani
Grandal drew a leadoff walk and Braun followed with a
homer. That helped make a winner out of Brandon
Woodruff (4-1), who allowed the one run on six hits and
two walks while striking out seven over five innings.

DIAMONDBACKS 10, ROCKIES 9
Ketel Marte homered twice, Adam Jones and Eduardo

Escobar also went deep, and visiting Arizona beat
Colorado in Denver. Marte finished with four RBIs and
three hits, and Jones and Escobar also had three hits for
Arizona. Ryan McMahon and Charlie Blackmon home-
red, and Nolan Arenado had three hits for Colorado. The
Rockies nearly rallied from four down in the ninth.
Blackmon hit a two-run homer to make it 10-8, and then
Colorado loaded the bases with no outs off Greg
Holland. David Dahl drove in one run with a fielder’s
choice, but Holland struck out Ian Desmond and Chris
Iannetta to earn his eighth save.

RAYS 7, ORIOLES 0
Tyler Glasnow pitched seven innings, Mike Zunino hit

a three-run homer, and visiting Tampa Bay beat
Baltimore in the opener of a three-game series.
Glasnow, the American League Pitcher of the Month for
April, improved to 6-0 while allowing three hits and
striking out eight without a walk. The 25-year-old low-
ered his AL-leading ERA to 1.47 as the Rays topped the
Orioles. Glasnow matched his longest outing of the sea-
son. All five Baltimore hits were singles, and the Orioles
didn’t get a runner to second base. Tommy Pham had
three hits and drove in two runs for the Rays, and
Brandon Lowe, Avisail Garcia and Willy Adames each

had two hits. The Rays totaled 12 hits and six walks.

YANKEES 6, TWINS 3
Gary Sanchez homered in consecutive at-bats, but

host New York lost starting pitcher James Paxton to left
knee soreness in a win over Minnesota. Sanchez
opened the fifth by hitting a 2-1 fastball from Kyle
Gibson (2-1) into the left field seats to give the Yankees
a 5-1 lead. Sanchez then homered with two outs in the
seventh on a 2-2 fastball from Mike Morin, giving the
Yankees catcher 10 home runs this season. Sanchez’s
homers occurred on a night when Paxton became the
latest Yankees player to be injured. He exited after the
third inning, and the Yankees said he was headed for
an MRI exam yesterday.

RED SOX 6, WHITE SOX 1
Chris Sale struck out 10 batters in six shutout innings

to earn his first victory of the season, and Rafael Devers
backed him with a three-run home run as visiting
Boston topped Chicago. Facing the club with which he
spent the first seven seasons of his career, Sale (1-5)
emerged victorious in his seventh start of the season.
The left-hander scattered three hits and one walk while
throwing 70 of his 104 pitches for strikes to help Boston
to its fourth win in five games. Devers delivered the only
offense Boston needed, smacking his first home run of
the season with two on and two outs in the first inning.
Red Sox rookie Michael Chavis hit a two-run homer in
the sixth.

PHILLIES 4, NATIONALS 2
Rhys Hoskins hit a go-ahead, three-run homer in the

sixth inning, and Jerad Eickhoff and four relievers shut
down a decimated Washington lineup as host
Philadelphia won. The Nationals are now 1-9 in the first

game of a series this year. Hector Neris pitched the
ninth for his fifth save while the Phillies won for the fifth
time in six games. Neris fanned Michael A. Taylor for the
last out with a runner on. The winning rally started as
Jean Segura reached on an infield single with one out in
the sixth, and Bryce Harper followed with a walk against
his former team. Hoskins then hit a 1-1 pitch from Dan
Jennings (0-1) well over the fence in left.

INDIANS 2, MARINERS 1
Pinch hitter Tyler Naquin grounded a run-scoring

single into right field with two outs in the bottom of the
ninth inning to give Cleveland the victory against visit-
ing Seattle, which took its fifth straight defeat. Francisco
Lindor led off the bottom of the ninth by walking on
four pitches from Mariners right-hander Anthony
Swarzak (2-1). Leonys Martin hit a slow roller to second
baseman Dee Gordon that turned into a fielder’s choice,
with Lindor out at second. Jose Ramirez was caught
looking at a called third strike before Carlos Santana
walked, moving Martin to second. After a conference on
the mound, Naquin swung at the first pitch he saw from
Swarzak and grounded it out of the reach of Gordon,
allowing Martin to score easily. Brad Hand (1-1) pitched
a scoreless inning of relief for the victory.

TIGERS 4, ROYALS 3
Miguel Cabrera had three hits and an RBI, Matthew

Boyd (3-2) struck out nine over seven innings, and host
Detroit held off Kansas City. Ronny Rodriguez had two
hits, a run and two RBIs for the Tigers, while Nicholas
Castellanos scored twice. Shane Greene recorded his
13th save in as many opportunities despite allowing a
Jorge Soler homer. Soler paced Kansas City’s attack
with three hits and two RBIs. Jorge Lopez (0-3) gave up
four runs on five hits in seven innings. — Reuters

CINCINNATI: Derek Dietrich #22 of the Cincinnati Reds hits a three-run home run in the first inning against the
San Francisco Giants at Great American Ball Park in Cincinnati, Ohio.—AFP

SYDNEY: Olympic chief Thomas Bach said yesterday he
had sympathy for Caster Semenya but respected the Court
of Arbitration for Sport (CAS)’s decision that means the
South African athlete will have to reduce her testosterone
levels to compete.

Semenya won gold in the 800 metres at the last two
Olympics but Wednesday’s CAS ruling means she will have
to artificially reduce her levels of the hormone to defend
her titles in Tokyo next year.

“First of all I must say I have a lot of sympathy for
Caster Semenya over this decision,” the International
Olympic Committee (IOC) president said at the Australian
Olympic Committee (AOC) annual general meeting.

“Having said this, the issue as such is extremely com-
plex. It has scientific impact, it has ethical impact, it
impacts on ‘fair play’ in competition so it’s extremely deli-
cate and it’s extremely difficult to do justice to all these
(elements).

“What the IOC have been doing is trying to assist the
international federations because it is they who have to
take the decision because it is their rules. “The IOC
respects CAS decisions, as we always do ... but from a
human point of view, yes, I have sympathy for her.”

The governing International Association of Athletics
Federations (IAAF), who control the rules of competition
in track and field at the Olympics, have imposed the condi-
tions on female athletes with differences in sexual devel-
opment (DSDs).

They cover track events ranging from 400 metres to a
mile and Semenya has already indicated that she will not
take medication to reduce her levels of testosterone, which
increases muscle mass, strength and haemoglobin.

Bach said an IOC working group would examine the full
CAS ruling once it was available, including recommenda-
tions from the panel of judges on how the rules should be
implemented. The World Medical Association (WMA) on
Friday called on its members not to implement the regula-
tions, saying there was “weak evidence” that they were
necessary and that they should be scrapped.

“This is why we have this working group, where there
are also medical experts,” Bach added. “They try, as we
always try in these situations, to come to what scientists
call a consensus. This is what they are working on. I am not
a medical expert so I cannot comment on the (WMA)
statement. I have to rely on the experts.—Reuters
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PARIS: Frenchman Fabio Quartararo snatched the first
MotoGP pole position of his career when he edged
Yamaha-SRT teammate Franco Morbidelli at Jerez yes-
terday. At 20 years and 14 days old, Quartararo became
the youngest rider ever to take pole in MotoGP, break-
ing the record held by Marc Marquez who was 20
years and 62 days old when he won pole in the GP of
the Americas in 2013.

World champion Marquez was third fastest yester-

day, to complete the front row of the Jerez grid. “It’s
incredible,” said Quartararo who is in his rookie season
in the top division of motorcycling. “It was an enormous
lap. I was on the limit all the way round. This circuit is
fantastic and it’s truly my greatest achievement.”   

After three races, Quartararo is 10th in the MotoGP
standings. The two young riders on the Yamaha satellite
outfit eclipsed their elders on the lead Yamaha team.
Spaniard Maverick Vinales qualified fifth, while on the
other factory Yamaha, Italian veteran Valentino Rossi
who is second in the overall standings, was 13th fastest.

The second row on the starting grid will be made up
of world championship leader Andrea Dovizioso on a
Ducati, Vinales and Cal Crutchlow on a Honda. Earlier
Italian Danilo Petrucci on a Ducati recorded the fastest
time in free practice and became the first man to ever
lap the recently resurfaced Jerez track in under 1min
37sec, breaking the record held by Crutchlow. The
morning session was briefly halted after Crutchlow
crashed and hit the air fence on Turn 10. The Briton was
unhurt but the fence punctured and deflated. — AFP

SHENZHEN: Benjamin Hebert of France carded a “crazy”
back nine in 28 shots yesterday to seize control of the 25th
Volvo China Open in Shenzhen as overnight leader Wu
Ashun wobbled.

The Frenchman, who had started on nine-under after
his first two rounds, seemed out of sorts as he reached the
turn in level par for the day after a bogey at the ninth and
was six shots adrift of Wu.

But three birdies in the next four holes moved him up
the leaderboard before a spectacular birdie, birdie, eagle,
birdie finish saw him open a three-stroke advantage at
Genzon Golf Club in Shenzhen.

“That’s golf. What a crazy game!” he told AFP. “I played
very badly in the front nine. I didn’t feel very well in my
swing. “I just tried to keep focused on what I’m doing and
I found my rhythm so I’m happy.”

The best-of-the-week round of eight-under 64 took
the 32-year-old to 17-under par for the tournament
Finland’s Mikko Korhonen, who shot 65, and last week’s
Morocco winner Jorge Campillo (68) are sharing second
on 14-under.

“I have been patient, I was patient all day today and I’ll
try to keep up tomorrow,” said Korhonen. “It might be a
wet day so patience will be the key once again.” In-form
Campillo won on the European Tour for the first time a
week ago and is firmly in the hunt for back-to-back tri-
umphs. “I hope to use my experience from last week to
win,” Campillo said. “But if Benjamin plays like he did
today, then it’s tough. Hopefully I have a chance.”  Hebert
will seek his maiden European Tour victory when he goes
out in the final group with Korhonen and Campillo at 9:21
am local time (0121 GMT) Sunday in an early start forced
by the threat of storms later in the day.

“It’s my first time leading after 54 holes and we’ll see,”
said Hebert. “It’s going to be a very early start so hopefully
we’ll have some good conditions.”

Wu’s hunt for a second Volvo China Open crown had
started brilliantly with a tap-in birdie after almost holing
his approach shot to the first. He made further gains at the
eighth and the 10th and at that stage looked untouchable
as his lead extended to four shots.

But a wayward tee shot on the par-three 12th produced
his first blemish when he failed to get up and down and it
precipitated a run of four consecutive bogeys as his lead
evaporated to the groans of the huge home galleries track-
ing his every move.—AFP
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PARIS: Petronas Yamaha SRT’s French rider Fabio Quartararo (C) celebrates after earning the pole position for
tomorrow’s race with second placed Petronas Yamaha SRT’ Italian rider Franco Morbidelli (L) and third placed
Repsol Honda Team’s Spanish rider Marc Marquez during the MotoGP qualifying session of the Spanish Grand
Prix at the Jerez - Angel Nieto circuit in Jerez de la Frontera yesterday. —AFP


