
SUNDAY, MAY 5, 2019

Established 1961 

Lifestyle

This picture shows fans posing for photographs with model lightsabers during an event to promote the upcoming unofficial Star Wars Day in Taipei. — AFP 

In this file photo French actor
Vincent Cassel poses as he
arrives for the screening of
the film “Girls of the Sun (Les
Filles du Soleil)” at the 71st
edition of the Cannes Film
Festival in Cannes, southern
France. — AFP 

An animated film about misfit toys seems an unlikely
fit for a smooth reggaeton rapper, but Pitbull is
front and center in “UglyDolls” and he loves the

message it sends. The film, which opens Friday in North
America, tells the story of toys who have been discarded
for not being “perfect”-and the resolve of one doll, Moxy
(singer Kelly Clarkson), to be loved by a child someday.
“Perfection doesn’t exist and what I want for young peo-
ple, for kids, is for them to appreciate what it is to be dif-
ferent, that it’s something good,” Pitbull, who plays
UglyDog in the film, told AFP in an interview.

Pitbull-real name, Armando Christian Perez-is joined in
the cast by a host of other musicians, including country
star Blake Shelton, pop futurist Janelle Monae and singers
Bebe Rexha and Charli XCX. It’s not his first foray on the
big screen. The Cuban-American also did voice work for
the 2013 animated film “Epic,” and his music has been fea-
tured on soundtracks of major films such as “Aquaman.”
But “UglyDolls,” the first animated feature from STX
Entertainment, dovetails nicely with Pitbull’s work to fight
bullying and support educational initiatives in Miami’s
Little Havana, where he grew up.

“If what people are saying about you (online) is affect-
ing you, put down the phone. Why even read it?” says the
38-year-old Grammy-winning singer and producer. The
singer, who has 7.5 million Instagram followers, says he’s
against what he sees as an obsession with social media,
especially among young people.  “With social media, we’re

only seeing followers and likes,” he says. “Forget about
that, we have to be leaders and be unique-that’s the
important thing. Between filters and Photoshop, we end up
looking like people we aren’t.”

‘I keep it light’ 
Pitbull-known for his fitted suits, smooth bald pate and

showy sunglasses-has put out 12 albums, done several col-
laborations with the likes of Jennifer Lopez, won a
Grammy and a Latin Grammy, and performed the official
song of the 2014 World Cup.  But his younger years were
not always easy-he doesn’t go far into specifics, but he has
talked in the past about tough times, and by age 17, he was
selling drugs in Miami. 

“Music, thank God (and thanks to the audience), has
been an escape for me. Without it, I’d be involved in some-
thing else entirely,” he said in the interview, liberally mix-
ing English and Spanish.  Now, the rapper known as Mr
Worldwide wants people “to dance, be joyful, escape.” “I
keep it light,” he says, referring to hits like “El Taxi,” “Bon
Bon,” “Fireball” and “Don’t Stop The Party.”

Mom knows best 
Those involved with “UglyDolls” hope its message of

acceptance will spread far and wide. Pitbull says he
remembers advice from his mother, whom he also credits
with setting him on a new path after his rough past, about
dealing with kids who were making fun of his “clown
nose” when he was six years old.

“You’re going to go to school, you’re going to grab
your nose and go ‘honk, honk’ and you’re going to tell
them that you’re a clown-and they won’t tease you any-
more,” he recalled her saying.  “And I’ve applied that
advice throughout my whole life: as soon as somebody
says something about me, I say ‘That’s true,’ and that’s the
end of it.”— AFP

French actor Vincent Cassel is joining
the cast of HBO’s “Westworld” for
the mind-bending science-fiction

drama’s third season, set to air next year,
his team has told AFP-his first recurring
television role. The Tinseltown press first
reported the casting news this week, with
The Hollywood Reporter saying the 52-
year-old Frenchman would be playing a
villain. “Westworld” unfolds in a near-
future amusement park of sorts, where
guests interact with androids in various
settings and anything goes. But gradually,
some of the androids start fighting back.

The series stars Evan Rachel Wood,
Thandie Newton, Jeffrey Wright and Ed
Harris. Also joining the cast for the new
season are “Breaking Bad” alum Aaron
Paul and actress-writer Lena
Waithe.”We’re incredibly excited to work
with Vincent Cassel,” show creators

Jonathan Nolan and Lisa Joy said in a
statement released by HBO. “We’ve been
longtime fans of his and are thrilled for
him to join the Westworld team.”

Cassel’s breakthrough role came in
1995 with “La Haine,” a searing portrayal
of life in Paris’s racially polarized suburbs.
A series of big-screen roles followed in
France, and then Cassel crossed over to
Hollywood with featured parts in heist
capers “Ocean’s Twelve” and “Ocean’s
Thirteen.” He starred alongside Oscar
winner Natalie Portman in the dark psy-
chodrama “Black Swan.” In 2009, Cassel
won the Cesar-France’s Oscars-for best
actor for his portrayal of legendary
French gangster Jacques Mesrine in a
two-part film. — AFP

Pitbull takes on ‘UglyDolls’,
bullying and self-acceptance

Pitbull attends STX Films World Premiere of “UglyDolls”.

(Second  from left) Nick Jonas, Blake Shelton, Emma Roberts, Pitbull, Janelle Monae, Kelly Clarkson, and Kelly Asbury
attend STX Films World Premiere of “UglyDolls” at Regal Cinemas LA  Live in Los Angeles, California. — AFP photos

French actor Vincent Cassel
joins cast of HBO’s ‘Westworld’

‘Russian’ whale leads 
to espionage 
speculations in Norway

Aspy, a faraway visitor or a fugitive on the run? A
mysterious Beluga whale, caught wearing a suspi-
cious harness, has ignited the imaginations of

Norwegians who have yet to receive answers. The whale
has been delighting locals in the area of Finnmark in the
far north of Norway for the last week. But more than a
week after it was first spotted by fishermen in the Arctic
waters off the coast of northern Norway its origin remains
unknown.

When Jorgen Ree Wiig, a marine biologist working
with the Norwegian Directorate of Fisheries tracked down
the mammal with the help of a fisherman and two col-
leagues on April 26, they managed to remove an obviously
man-made harness attached to it.  The harness had a
mount suited for an action camera and the text
“Equipment St. Petersburg” printed on the plastic clasps.
Wiig told AFP on Friday he believed the whale could have
come from neighboring Russia, where he believed it might
have escaped an enclosure. “The whale is so calm around
humans and goes up to boats so it seems to have been
accustomed to humans,” Wiig said.

Hidden agenda? 
Another theory supported by Wiig was that the whale

could have been trained by the Russian navy as “they have
been known to do so before.” Its ease with humans, the
markings on the harness together with reports of the
Russian Navy training Beluga whales has led many
Norwegians to speculate that it could be a “Russian spy.”
Moscow has not issued any official reaction but an officer
quoted by the media has mocked the idea, arguing that the
military would not be stupid enough to “leave their phone
number” on an animal trained for clandestine activities.

The Barents Sea is a strategic geopolitical area where
Western and Russian submarine movements are moni-

tored.  It is also the gateway to the Northern Route that
shortens maritime routes between the Atlantic and Pacific
oceans. Dmitry Glazov, a scientist working at the
Severtsov Institute of Ecology and Evolution of the
Russian Academy of Sciences, told Russian news agency
Interfax that the Russian Navy had programmes involving
whales and that they were in part operating out of
Murmansk. “It is a fact that the military has these animals.
Among other things, they used them during the Sochi
Olympics,” Glazov said Monday.

There are also private travel agents around Murmansk
advertising tours that involve meeting or diving with
Belugas kept in enclosures in the White Sea south of the
Kola peninsula. AFP has reached out to two of these
agents but has been unable to get a response, as it was a
public holiday in the country. The harness itself has been
transferred to the Norwegian Police Security Service
(PST), but Martin Bernsen, communications officer at PST,
said it was unclear whether they would find anything. “We
must admit that examining technical equipment attached
to whales is not a daily occurrence for PST,” he told AFP.
“The whale is not a suspect in our investigation, for now,”
he added.—AFP

This handout picture released by Norwegian Directorate of
Fisheries (Sea Surveillance Service) shows a white whale
wearing a harness, which was discovered by fishermen
off the coast of northern Norway. — AFP


