
Sunday, May 5, 2019

8
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

GIZA, Egypt: (Left) Excavation workers work inside a burial shaft at the Giza pyramid plateau on the southwestern outskirts of the Egyptian capital Cairo
yesterday following the discovery of several Old Kingdom tombs and burial shafts. (Right) Artifacts that were discovered are displayed. —AFP

News in brief

Rouhani urges unity 

TEHRAN: Iranian President Hassan Rouhani yesterday
called for the country to “resist and unite” against US pres-
sure in what he called a “war on hope” waged against the
Islamic republic. It is almost a year since President Donald
Trump reimposed crippling US sanctions after exiting a
landmark nuclear agreement between major powers and
Iran. “America will only let go of this game when it realizes
it cannot achieve anything. We have no way but to resist
and unite,” Rouhani said in a televised speech. “Our war
today is the war on hope. They want to break our hope,
and we have to break their hope” of defeating Iran, said
Rouhani. “They want to cut our foreign currency supply ...
they seek to sow discord in the country. They want us to be
divided, to stand against each other,” he added.  —AFP 

Rare protests in eSwatini 

MANZINI, eSwatini: In a rare show of defiance thou-
sands of people have  demonstrated to demand political
reforms in the tiny kingdom of eSwatini where political
parties have been banned since 1973. Around 3,000 pro-
testers, many sporting red T-shirts, took to the streets of
Manzini, the second largest city, marching amid a heavy
police presence on Friday. Political parties and pro-
democracy groups have been outlawed for nearly five
decades in the kingdom previously known as Swaziland.
One of the protest organizers, Wandile Dludlu, of the
Swaziland United Democratic Front (SUDF), said the
strong turnout showed that the political situation in the
country had reached a crisis point. Ruling by decree,
King Mswati III is the only absolute monarch on the con-
tinent and one of the few remaining in the world.  —AFP 

Pentagon may move F-35 work 

WASHINGTON: US Acting Defense Secretary Patrick
Shanahan warned Friday that the Pentagon will halt manu-
facturing support for the F-35 in Turkey if Ankara buys a
Russian missile defense system. Shanahan told journalists
the government remained steadfast in its opposition to
Turkey’s adoption of the S-400 anti-aircraft technology.
Shanahan noted that he had met with delegations from US
aerospace manufacturers Lockheed Martin and United
Technologies to discuss options if Turkey refuses to
forego the S-400. As a member of NATO, Turkey is taking
part in the production of the fighter jet for use by mem-
bers of the treaty, and has plans to buy 100 of the jets
itself. A number of Turkish manufacturers are making parts
and equipment for the F-35, including internally carried
Stand-off Missiles, airframe assemblies and wiring, leaving
the NATO program partially dependent on them.  —AFP 

Damascus accuses Kurds of ‘treason’ 

DAMASCUS: The Syrian government has accused Kurdish
leaders of “treason” for organizing a conference with allied
Arab tribes to plot out the political future of territory under
their alliance’s control. The state SANA news agency quoted a
foreign ministry source as accusing organizers of the confer-
ence in the alliance-held but mainly Arab town of Ain Issa of
“treason”. It claimed that the meeting in a town “held by armed
militia dependent on the United States and some European
countries” had ended in “failure” as a result of a “boycott by
most of the tribes”. “Such gatherings are clear embodiments of
the treason of their organizers, whatever their political, ethnic
or racial allegiances,” the source added. —AFP 

WASHINGTON: The United States acted on Friday to
force Iran to stop producing low-enriched uranium and
expanding its only nuclear power plant, intensifying a
campaign aimed at halting Tehran’s ballistic missile pro-
gram and curbing its regional power. At the same time,
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo renewed waivers of
US sanctions allowing Russia, China and European
countries to pursue cooperation programs designed to
prevent Iran from reactivating a defunct nuclear
weapons program.

But, the State Department said, the renewable
waivers would be granted only for 90 days, a shorter
period than previously. The moves are part of the
Trump administration’s efforts to impose international
political and economic isolation on Tehran that began
with the US withdrawal in May 2018 from the 2015
nuclear deal negotiated with Iran by the United States
and other world powers.

It was the third punitive action taken against Iran in
as many weeks. Last week, it said it would grant no
more sanctions waivers for countries buying Iranian oil,

accelerating its plan to push Iran’s oil exports to zero.
The Trump administration also took the unprecedented
step of designating Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guard
Corps as a foreign terrorist organization.

The US actions announced on Friday included an end
to a sanctions waiver that allowed Iran to evade a 300-
kg limit on the amount of low-enriched uranium it can
store under the nuclear deal at its main nuclear facility
of Natanz. The move, State Department spokeswoman
Morgan Ortagus said in a statement, is aimed at forcing
Iran to end its production of low-enriched uranium, a
demand that Iran has repeatedly rejected. “Iran must
stop all proliferation-sensitive activities, including urani-
um enrichment, and we will not accept actions that sup-
port the continuation of such enrichment,” said Ortagus.

Until now, Iran was allowed to ship low-enriched
uranium produced at Natanz to Russia before it hit the
300-kg limit, said David Albright of Institute for
Science and International Security. Beginning yester-
day, Ortagus said, the United States also could use
sanctions to block any assistance to Iran to expand the

Bushehr Nuclear Power Plant, the only such facility in
the country.

The plant currently has one working Russian-built
reactor, which began operations in 2011, and Iran plans
to expand the facility. Moscow signed a deal with
Tehran in 2014 to build up to eight more reactors in the
country. Ortagus said that the United States would no
longer waive sanctions that allowed Iran to ship to
Oman for storage heavy water produced at its Arak
facility beyond a 300-tonne limit set in the 2015
nuclear deal. Heavy water can be employed in reactors
to produce plutonium, a fuel used in nuclear warheads.

Cooperation programs allowed
The renewed sanctions waivers will permit Russia,

China, and European countries to continue cooperation
programs allowed by the nuclear deal that are designed
to ensure that Tehran does not revive its nuclear
weapons program. US intelligence agencies and the
International Atomic Energy Agency say that Iran end-
ed a clandestine program to develop a missile-borne

nuclear warhead in 2003. Iran denies that it ever pur-
sued such a program.

Under the waivers, China and Britain can continue
designing and building a new reactor core for Arak that
would make it difficult to produce plutonium. Russia
would be able to continue providing uranium fuel for
Bushehr’s single reactor. The State Department said
that a sanctions waiver also was granted to allow the
modification of infrastructure at the once-secret
Fordow uranium enrichment plant “to help ensure that
the facility is no longer used for uranium enrichment”.

It was not clear from the statement if the waiver
applied to Russia’s work with Iran to develop at Fordow
the capability to produce non-radioactive isotopes.
France would be permitted to continue a civilian
nuclear safety training program. “We reserve the right
to revoke or modify our policy covering these nonpro-
liferation activities at any time if Iran violates its nuclear
obligations or commitments or we conclude that such
projects no longer provide value in constraining Iranian
nuclear activities,” Ortagus said.  —Reuters

Move to halt Tehran’s ballistic missile program and curb its power

US targets Iran uranium but 
lets nuclear deal stay alive

Syria govt, Russia 
press onslaught, 
rebels repel attack
BEIRUT: Syrian government forces and
their Russian allies pounded the rebel-
held northwest with fresh air strikes yes-
terday, the fifth day of a widening cam-
paign that has killed dozens of people
and forced thousands to flee, sources in
the area and a war monitor said. The
upsurge in violence in Idlib and nearby
areas has strained a Russian-Turkish
agreement struck last September that
staved off a government offensive into
the last major foothold of the rebellion
against President Bashar al-Assad.

A rebel spokesman told Reuters gov-
ernment attempts to advance into the
Qalaat al-Madiq area had been repelled.
Rebels were shelling government posi-
tions, added Naji Mustafa of the Turkey-
backed National Liberation Front (NLF)
rebel grouping. Syrian state media has
said government forces are attacking
jihadists. State news agency SANA said
the army had destroyed jihadist posi-
tions in southern Idlib and nearby Hama
province yesterday in response to what
it called repeated violations of a de-
escalation agreement.

But the UN regional humanitarian
coordinator has said schools, health
facilities and residential areas have been
hit and the government forces are

employing the worst barrel bombing in
at least 15 months. Barrel bombs are
containers packed with explosives
dropped from helicopters.

Escalation
After an overnight lull, the bombard-

ment escalated again yesterday, said
Ahmad Al-Dbis, safety and security
manager for the US-based Union of
Medical Care and Relief Organizations
(UOSSM), which supports medical
facilities in the area. “Now the bombing
has returned and is much heavier and
has spread very widely in Jabal Al-
Zawiya and rural northern Hama. The
planes are not stopping at all and the
bombing is continuing in a very big way
like yesterday and worse,” he told
Reuters from northern Syria.

The Syrian Civil Defense, a rescue
service operating in rebel-held areas,
said it had recorded more than 30
deaths in the last few days. Dbis said
the number of dead was at least 50
while the UK-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights, which
reports on the war, said at least 67 peo-
ple had been killed. Hundreds of vehi-
cles have been arriving every day in the
town of Atmeh at the Turkish border,
ferrying people away from the targeted
areas, an Atmeh resident contacted by
Reuters said.

Mustafa Al-Haj Yousef, the Civil
Defense director for Idlib, said more
than 130,000 people had fled towards
more secure areas, adding: “Civil

Defense centers have been targeted
directly.” UOSSM says four medical
facilities have been bombed. Russian
President Vladimir Putin said last week
he did not rule out Syrian forces,
backed by Russian air power, launching
a full-scale assault on militants in Idlib
province, but that such an operation
was impractical for now.

Russia’s deal with Turkey, which
backs the anti-Assad opposition,
demanded the creation of a demilita-
rized zone free of all heavy weapons
and jihadists. But Moscow says the

agreement has not been implemented.
The most powerful faction in the north-
west is Tahrir al-Sham, a jihadist move-
ment that emerged from the Nusra
Front, formerly Al-Qaeda’s official
Syrian affiliate. Its influence has grown
as it has snuffed out rival groups. But
other factions operating under the NLF
umbrella still have a presence. Mustafa,
their spokesman, said Damascus was
well aware the rebels were well armed
and capable of repelling any assault:
“The regime wil l  not be able to
advance.”  —Reuters

Guaido makes 
new bid to rally 
military support 
CARACAS: Opposition leader Juan Guaido
was to make a fresh bid yesterday to rally
Venezuela’s armed forces behind him with
protests at military bases in the crisis-hit
country. The protest call by Guaido - the
head of the National Assembly legislature,
who is recognized as interim president by
more than 50 countries - comes just days
after he urged the military to rise up against
the socialist president, Nicolas Maduro.

“Peacefully, civically... we are going to
deliver a simple document, a proclamation to
the Armed Forces to listen to the Venezuelan
call, that a rapid transition is possible to pro-
duce free elections,” Guaido told a press con-
ference in Caracas. A small group of military
personnel heeded Guaido’s call to rise up on
Tuesday, but the effort petered out, triggering
two days of protests against the government
in which four people were killed and several
hundred injured.

Venezuela’s military leadership has since
reiterated its support for the government, and
Maduro is standing his ground. The country’s
attorney general Tarek William Saab said
Friday that 18 arrest warrants had been

issued for “civilian and military conspirators”
following the failed uprising, with lieutenant
colonels among the uniformed personnel
being sought. Tensions in Venezuela have
soared since Guaido, the 35-year-old head of
the National Assembly, invoked the constitu-
tion to declare himself acting president on
January 23, claiming Maduro’s re-election last
year was illegitimate.

The standoff has drawn in major world
powers, with the US throwing its support
behind Guaido and Russia and China backing
Maduro. The United States has imposed tough
sanctions and Trump has refused to take the
threat of military action off the table, in an
intensifying campaign to drive Maduro out. But
President Donald Trump adopted a strikingly
conciliatory tone after a more than hour-long
conversation with Vladimir Putin on the
Venezuela crisis, describing the Friday talks
with his Russian counterpart as “very positive.” 

‘People are starving’ 
“He is not looking at all to get involved in

Venezuela other than he’d like to see some-
thing positive happen for Venezuela,” Trump
said of Putin. “And I feel the same way. We
want to get some humanitarian aid. Right now
people are starving.”  Venezuela has suffered
five years of recession marked by shortages of
basic necessities as well as failing public serv-
ices, including water, electricity and transport.

Trump’s tone came in stark contrast to
that of his top advisors, in particular

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo who
charged this week that Maduro had been
poised to flee to Cuba, but was talked out of
it by the Russians. US-Russian tensions have
spiked over the months-long standoff in
Venezuela, and the Kremlin’s assessment of
the Trump-Putin call differed substantially
from that coming from the White House.

“Interference in internal affairs, attempts
to change the leadership in Caracas through

force, undermine the prospects for a peaceful
settlement of the conflict,” said a Russian
statement. “Vladimir Putin stated that only
the Venezuelan people have the right to
decide the future of their country,” it added.
The United States is insisting Maduro’s days
are numbered, but experts say its options for
breaking the stalemate are limited, and that
Washington may have overestimated the
opposition leader’s strength. —AFP

CARACAS: Venezuelan opposition leader Juan Guaido speaks accompanied by
lawmakers of the parliament during a press conference at the New Time Party
headquarters in Los Palos Grandes neighborhood on Friday. —AFP

Egypt uncovers 
Old Kingdom 
burial ground 
CAIRO: Egypt’s antiquities ministry yester-
day unveiled a 4,500-year-old burial
ground near the Giza pyramids containing
colorful wooden coffins and limestone stat-
ues dating back to the Old Kingdom. The
site on the southeastern side of Giza
plateau contains tombs and burial shafts
from various periods, but the oldest is a
limestone family tomb from the fifth
dynasty (around 2500 BC), the ministry
said. An AFP photographer who was
allowed to access the burial shaft saw
inscriptions on the walls, intricately painted

wooden sarcophagi and sculptures of ani-
mals and humans.

The ministry said the tomb was that of
two people: Behnui-Ka, who had seven
titles including the Priest and the Judge,
and Nwi, also known as Chief of the Great
State and “purifier” of the pharoah Khafre.
Khafre, known to the Ancient Greeks as
Chephren, built the second of the three
famous Pyramids of Giza. “Many artifacts
were discovered in the tomb,” the ministry
said, icluding limestone statues of one of
the tomb’s owners, his wife and son.

Ashraf Mohi, Director General of Giza
Plateau, said the cemetery was re-used
extensively during the Late Period, starting
from the early seventh century BC. The
ministry also displayed what it said were
Late Period wooden coffins with hiero-
glyphics inscribed on their lids, along with
wooden and clay funerary masks.  —AFP

BASAMIS, Syria: Smoke billows following bombardment by regime forces on
this village in Idlib province yesterday. —AFP


