
North Korea 
fires ‘projectiles’ 
into sea: Seoul 
SEOUL: North Korea launched several unidenti-
fied projectiles into the sea yesterday, the South
Korean military said, in what could be
Pyongyang’s first short-range missile launch for
more than a year as it seeks to up pressure on
Washington with nuclear talks deadlocked. The
United States and North Korea have been at log-
gerheads since the collapse of a summit between
Kim Jong Un and Donald Trump in February,
when the two sides clashed over sanctions and
the extent of Pyongyang’s concessions on its
atomic arsenal.

North Korea “fired a number of short-range
projectiles” from Hodo peninsula near the east
coast town of Wonsan in a northeast direction
from 9:06 am (0006 GMT) to 09:27 am, the
South’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said in a statement.
The projectiles travelled from 70 to 200 km
towards the East Sea, also known as the Sea of
Japan, the JCS added. In an earlier statement, it
had said Pyongyang had launched an unidentified
short-range missile. The last North Korean missile
launch was in Nov 2017.

The latest firing comes just a day after South
Korean Foreign Minister Kang Kyung-wha said
Pyongyang should show “visible, concrete and
substantial” denuclearization action if it wants
sanctions relief. That issue was also at the center
of the February talks in Hanoi, where North Korea

demanded immediate sanctions relief, but the two
sides disagreed on what Pyongyang should give
up in return. Earlier this week, North Korean Vice
Foreign Minister Choe Son Hui warned
Washington of an “unwanted outcome” if it did
not adjust its stance on economic sanctions.

Yesterday’s launch “does not violate Kim Jong
Un’s self-imposed missile-testing moratorium”,
which “only applied to intercontinental-range bal-
listic missiles”, said North Korea analyst Ankit
Panda. The South’s presidential Blue House said it
was monitoring the situation and “closely sharing

information with the United States”. It later said
the North’s launch yesterday was against a mili-
tary agreement signed by the two Koreas in
Pyongyang last year, and this leaves Seoul “great-
ly concerned”.

“We call for North Korea’s active participation
in making efforts for the prompt resuming of dia-
logue,” it said in a statement. The White House
said it was “aware of North Korea’s actions
tonight”. “We will continue to monitor as neces-
sary,” Press Secretary Sarah Sanders said in a
statement. — AFP 
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PURI, India: This aerial handout photograph released yesterday shows storm damage near the railway station in this city in India’s eastern Odisha state. — AFP 

DHAKA/BHUBANESWAR: The strongest cyclone to
hit India in five years killed at least 12 people in eastern
Odisha state before swinging north-eastwards into
Bangladesh yesterday where five more people died
and more than a million were moved to safety. Tropical
cyclone Fani, which made landfall early on Friday, lost
some of its power and was downgraded to a ‘depres-
sion’ by the India Meteorological Department yester-
day as the storm hovered over Bangladesh.

“The fear of a major disaster is mostly over as (Fani)
has weakened,” Shamsuddin Ahmed, director of the
Bangladesh Meteorological Department, told
reporters. A storm surge still breached embankments
to submerge dozens of villages on Bangladesh’s low-
lying coast, a disaster ministry official in Dhaka said.
The storm also destroyed several houses in the
Noakhali district, where a two-year-old child and a 12-
year-old girl were killed and about 30 people were
injured, local official Tanmoy Das told Reuters.

In all at least five people had been killed, 63 injured,
and more than the 1,000 houses had been damaged,

Bangladeshi authorities said. In India, authorities were
assessing damage left behind by Fani, which had spent
days building power over the northern reaches of the
Bay of Bengal before tearing into Odisha. Indian media
reported that at least 12 people had died across the
state, with most deaths caused by falling trees, but a
mass evacuation before the tropical cyclone made
landfall averted a greater loss of life.

The seaside temple town of Puri, which lay directly
in the path of Fani, suffered extensive damage as winds
gusting up to 200 kph tore off tin roofs, snapped pow-
er lines, and uprooted trees on Friday. “Destruction is
unimaginable... Puri is devastated,” Odisha’s Special
Relief Commissioner Bishnupada Sethi told Reuters,
adding that 116 people were reported injured across
the state. Video footage taken from an Indian navy air-
craft showed extensive flooding in areas around Puri,
with wide swathes of land submerged in the aftermath
of the storm.

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik said the elec-
tricity infrastructure in Puri and parts of an adjoining

district had been completely devastated. “We have the
challenge of having to set up the entire electrification
afresh,” he told reporters. At least six people died in
Bhubaneswar, Odisha’s state capital, where fallen trees
blocked roads and electricity supply was hit. Ashok
Patnaik, director of Capital Hospital, one of the largest
state-run hospitals in Bhubaneswar, said it had
received four dead bodies on Friday and two on
Saturday. “All are cyclone related,” he said. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who is in the midst of a gen-
eral election, said in a tweet that he would visit Odisha
on Monday.

Mass evacuation
The cyclone season in the Bay of Bengal can last

from April to December, and some storms can be dead-
ly. In 1999, a super-cyclone battered the coast of
Odisha for 30 hours, killing 10,000 people. Since then,
technological advances have helped weather forecast-
ers track the cyclones more accurately, giving authori-
ties more time to prepare, and a mass evacuation of

nearly a million people saved thousands of lives in 2013.
This time, as cyclone Fani approached, Odisha

moved 1.2 million people to safety in 24 hours, which
Patnaik described as “one of the biggest human evacu-
ations in history”. Shelters were set up in schools and
other safe buildings to accommodate the evacuees,
who included scores of tourists. More than 100,000
government officials, 45,000 volunteers, and 2,000
civil society groups were mobilized, and 9,000 shel-
ters and 7,000 kitchens pressed into service, Patnaik
said. “Instead of it being a tragedy of humongous pro-
portions, we are in the process of restoring critical
infrastructure,” he said.

Neighbouring West Bengal state escaped substan-
tial damage, but authorities moved nearly 42,000 peo-
ple to safer locations. “Electricity has been restored in
most places. In the next two days, the situation will be
normal,” West Bengal chief minister Mamata Banerjee
said in a statement. About 1.2 million people living in
the most vulnerable districts in Bangladesh had also
been moved to some 4,000 shelters. — Reuters 

Cyclone hits Bangladesh after battering India
Fani weakens to ‘depression’ • At least 17 people killed 

Rangers find three-eyed
snake in Humpty Doo 
SYDNEY: A three-eyed
snake found slithering down
a road in the northern
Australian town of Humpty
Doo has sparked amuse-
ment in a country already
accustomed to unusual
wildlife. Rangers dubbed the
unusual serpent “Monty
Python” after finding it on a
highway in late March. X-
rays showed all three of its
eyes were functioning and
the extra socket likely devel-
oped naturally while the
snake was an embryo, the
Northern Territory Parks
and Wildlife Commission
said in a Facebook post,
noting that such deformities were common among reptiles.

Wildlife officers told the Northern Territory News the 40 cm
carpet python was about three months old and died after about a
month in captivity. “It’s remarkable it was able to survive so long in
the wild with its deformity and he was struggling to feed before he
died last week,” ranger Ray Chatto told the newspaper on Friday.
But the late Monty Python found a new life on the Internet after the
Wildlife Commission posted photos of it on their Facebook page
this week. “I tried to come up with a few jokes, but they just got
cornea and cornea,” wrote one user. Another thought the joke was
elsewhere: “Not even disturbed by the three eyed snake... just
incredibly amused that there’s a place called Humpty Doo.” — AFP  

SEOUL: South Korean Buddhists carry lanterns during the Lotus Lantern Festival celebrating Buddha’s
upcoming birthday at Jogyesa Temple yesterday. — AFP 

DARWIN: This handout picture taken
on March 27, 2019 shows a three-
eyed snake after a ranger found it on
the Arnhem highway near the town
of Humpty Doo. -—AFP 


