
NEW YORK: Kuwait said Friday Israel was
the only obstacle establishing a Middle East
free of weapons of mass destruction (WMD)
and nuclear weapons because it failed to join
Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT).
“Israel’s membership in NPT is key to realize
universality of the treaty, especially that it is the
only non-member party in the Middle East, and
the obstacle facing establishment of an area
free of nuclear weapons and WMD,” Abdulaziz
Al-Jarallah, Deputy Assistant Foreign Minister
for International Organizations, said. He was
speaking before the third Preparatory
Committee for the 2020 NPT Review
Conference at the UN. He said membership of
non-nuclear countries in NPT reflected their
conviction in danger of nuclear weapons.

NPT should be universal, he said, thus all
countries which did not join it should do so. He
said the 2010 NPT Review Conference agreed
to hold a conference to establish a nuclear-free
Middle East in 2012, but lack of “political will
and seriousness by the parties assigned to
organize the conference as well as Israel, con-
tributed to failure of conference and resulted in
its postponement indefinitely.” Jarallah said
clearing Middle East from WMD and nuclear
weapons, as well as placing nuclear facilities
under supervision of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) aimed at realizing secu-
rity and safety for the region. He called on
countries who were preparing for the 2012 con-
ference to organize the conference before the
2020 Review. He said the UN General Assembly
approved a resolution by the Arab Group to
hold the conference before end of this year.

Tarnished credibility 
Despite a deep conviction in the importance

of the global nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty,
Kuwait believes its credibility has become
questionable. The absence of true commitment
from nuclear nations to rid themselves of their
weapons has damaged the treaty, slowed down
its mechanisms and caused its most recent
review talks to fail, said Kuwait’s representative.
The remarks were made by the Kuwaiti UN
mission’s Second Secretary at the same confer-

ence, which was held at the United Nations
headquarters.

The possession and development of nuclear
weapons does not ensure regional and global
peace and security and increases instability,
Ibrahim Faisal Al-Daei told nations gathered at
the talks. The complete and ultimate elimination
of nuclear weapons is the sole guarantee that
humanity would be spared their dangers, he
underlined. Therefore, these nations should dis-
card nuclear weapon-based defense strategies,
through halting the development of their

nuclear arsenals or developing alternatives. It is
crucial that the humanitarian dimensions and
catastrophes that are left behind by these
weapons are taken into consideration, he
argued. “Reaching a binding document on the
non-use or threat of use of nuclear weapons
against non-nuclear states is a goal we aspire
to, until these weapons are totally eliminated,”
the Kuwaiti diplomat said. Daei also called for
nations under threat to be offered “uncondi-
tional and legally-binding contractual security
guarantees.” — KUNA
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Israel only obstacle for Mideast
free of nuclear weapons, WMD: Kuwait
Kuwait says nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty’s credibility tarnished

NEW YORK: Deputy Assistant Foreign Minister for International Organizations Abdulaziz Al-Jarallah
addresses the third Preparatory Committee for the 2020 NPT Review Conference. — KUNA photos

Ibrahim Faisal Al-Daei, the Kuwaiti UN mission’s Second Secretary, speaks at the third
Preparatory Committee for the 2020 NPT Review Conference.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) yes-
terday handed out food aid to Hadhramaut
Governorate of the Republic of Yemen, which included
Seiyun, Tarim, Al-Qat, As Sawm and Sah districts to
ease the suffering on families, and marking the advent
of the holy month of Ramadan. Director-General of the
KRCS Abdulrahman Al-Oun said that this project tar-
gets 1,033 families with a total of 7,231 displaced and
needy beneficiaries from the Yemeni people in cooper-
ation with the Humanitarian Response Network (HRN).
Oun expressed gratitude to all donors and Kuwaiti
efforts that contributed in alleviating the suffer of
Yemeni people, praising the efforts of HRN in deliver-
ing the aid with the cooperation of KRCS volunteers.
He pointed out the importance of activating all relief,
institutional and individual efforts to help Yemeni peo-
ple and shed light on the humanitarian situation by pro-
viding the necessary humanitarian needs. — KUNA

PARIS: A Kuwaiti state academic
evaluation body is visiting France to
determine the appropriate higher
education establishments and pro-
grams intended for Kuwaiti scholar-
ships in the upcoming fiscal year.
The national academic evaluation
and education quality control body
is currently conducting its f inal
assessment for France and other

countries, including the UK, its
director said. Hamad Al-Adwani was
speaking to the press at the Kuwait
Cultural Office in Paris after having
met leading French education min-
istry and higher education evalua-
tion council officials. During his stay,
Adwani also made visits to several
universities and colleges in the
country. —KUNA

Kuwait assesses
French universities
for state scholarships

Kuwait delivers aid to Yemen
ahead of Ramadan

PARIS: Members of the Kuwaiti academic evaluation body pose for a group
picture with Kuwait’s ambassador.  — KUNA


