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The problem of the imbalance in Kuwait’s
population structure and the increase in
expatriate labor has become the talk of peo-

ple in recent years, which requires solutions within
a comprehensive vision that achieves balance and
justice between Kuwaitis and non-Kuwaitis. The
population of Kuwait is about 4.5 million and the
proportion of citizens is 30 percent, which is
around 1.4 million, compared to Arab expats
(approximately 28 percent), Asians (40 percent)
and other foreign nationalities.

It is well known that the development process in
Kuwait has resulted in an expansion of the volume
of demand for labor. The small size of the Kuwaiti
population and a lack of national labor led to facili-
tating the recruitment and employment of expatri-
ate labor to meet the requirements of the expan-
sion of economic activities and for the establish-
ment and operation of infrastructure projects. The
acceleration of growth has had a significant impact
on the increase in the number of expatriates at
rates that exceeded citizens, resulting in the dis-
ruption of the structure of the population and the
labor market.

It is no secret that the main reason for the
imbalance in Kuwait’s population structure is the
huge number of marginal laborers due to the exis-
tence of a group of phantom companies that are
bringing in redundant labor for the purpose of
profit in the so-called residency trade. I believe
that it is important to establish a firm and clear pol-
icy of workers in the state to identify the actual
needs that are required of foreign labor, and the
development of regulations and laws governing the
affairs of expatriate workers and monitoring their
status.

I also believe that all institutions and companies
that bring more labor than their actual needs
should submit periodic reports to the executive
and legislative authorities to examine and evaluate
the conditions of employment. It is not difficult to
regulate the growth of the population, both Kuwaiti
and non-Kuwaiti, in order to improve the popula-
tion structure for the benefit of all and improve the
labor force in the public and private sectors, as
well as improving the quality and productivity of
expatriate workers. 

This will preserve Kuwait’s reputation in the
international community as a human rights defend-
er and its commitment to international charters. 

Kuwait has been negatively affected in interna-
tional forums concerned with human rights
because of residency merchants and the sponsor-
ship system, which resulted in the existence of
huge numbers of marginal laborers in Kuwait. The
issue also became a means for the interference of
some states in the internal affairs of Kuwait on the
pretext of protecting the rights of their citizens.

I think there are solutions to this dilemma related
to policies, by stabilizing the size of the expatriate
population by a specific rate of all nationalities and
reducing marginal expatriate labor. Also, regulations
and laws should be set to regulate the work of expa-
triates in the country to ensure their rights, as well as
the rights of the sponsors. Application of internation-
al standards on security, housing and health insur-
ance may lead to the creation of a balance.

An important feature of Kuwait’s population is
the high number of young people and youth. The
number of Kuwaitis aged 0 to 34 represents 70
percent of the total Kuwaiti population, while the
number of non-Kuwaiti expatriates in this age
group is 52 percent in the country. The high per-
centage of young people among Kuwaitis is a test
for the country over the development strategies for
education and controlling the pace of employment
and the parameters of the labor market.

These demographic shifts in Kuwait over a peri-
od of more than seven decades require systematic
treatments to rationalize the population growth in
the country. It is important to have a serious inten-
tion and willingness to implement actual policies -
the responsibility is shared between the govern-
ment and the parliament.
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local spotlight

MP says Twitter account hacked to
prevent releasing ‘shocking’ info

Education Ministry collected KD 6.6 million in fines from contractors
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: MP Abdullah Al-Kandari
announced that his Twitter account was
hacked, causing its sudden suspension.
Kandari added that he had been expecting
this after his assertions in the media con-
cerning the interference of foreign parties
in the case of a jailed Russian woman who
was convicted by a Kuwaiti court of mis-
appropriating public funds in the ‘Port
Fund’ case. “These actions are only
attempts to silence me at this particular
time so as not to complicate things more
for those involved in the case,” he under-
lined, noting that he will never keep silent
or give up the case. Further, Kandari said
that he has a “big, shocking surprise” for
those involved in the case and promised to

announce it soon with new documents. 

KD 6.6 million
The Ministry of Education (MoE) col-

lected KD 6.6 million in fines and penal
clauses imposed on contractors who failed
to respect the terms in the contracts they
had signed with the ministry in the period of
2015-2018. In this regard, informed sources
said MoE had confiscated the guarantees
deposited by some companies, adding that
the fines collected in 2015 totaled KD 1.8
million, KD 2.2 million in 2016, KD 452,000
in 2017 and KD 1.2 million in 2018. 

Municipality fees
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic affairs and

Minister of State for Municipal Affairs Fahd
Al-Sholah stressed that the fees collected

by Kuwait Municipality have not been
raised. Responding to inquiries by MPs
Mohammed Al-Dallal and Abdulwahab Al-
Babtain, Sholah said the municipality will
soon propose adjusting them and stressed
that proposals to increase municipal service
fees are subject to studies, which initially
suggested increasing them by 50 percent
with the aim of increasing municipal rev-
enues and diversifying them. 

Rent allowance
The Public Authority for Housing Welfare

formed a special committee to scrutinize all
rent allowance transactions to check their
legality and validity. The committee, formed
by Minister Jenan Bushehri on requests by
lawmakers, will examine all transactions to
find whether any are fake, especially since

the total value of rent allowance paid over
the past two years was KD 464 million. In a
different issue, informed sources said the
authority had approved a request made by
the contractor building vertical housing
units in Jaber Al-Ahmad City to cut the total
number of buildings from 128 to 104. The
sources explained that the change came in
response to objections made by residents of
nearby houses on grounds that their houses
will be exposed to the high-rises.  

Policeman insulted
An Egyptian man was arrested for insult-

ing a policeman on duty at a hotel check-
point, said security sources, noting that the
suspect allegedly shouted threats at the
policeman. Further investigations are still in
progress. MP Abdullah Al-Kandari

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Environment Public Authority (EPA)
announced filing a case against a person who posted

online video footage of himself while throwing garbage
off the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Causeway. EPA added
that the police had been notified to follow up the case,
identify the culprit and bring him to justice. Notably,
the fine for this action varies between KD 5,000-
50,000 and 1-3 years in prison.

Obesity surgeries’ database
Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah

announced using a special electronic database for obe-
sity surgeries for the first time in Kuwait and the
Middle East, noting that special equipment had been
provided to register these surgeries in various Ministry

of Health hospitals on the cloud database with the aim
of keeping a record of the surgeries and the percentage
of their success. 

Speaking during a meeting with the head of the
Kuwait Association Surgeons Dr Salman Al-Sabah and
other officials, Sheikh Basel stressed that the ministry is
keen on providing the latest medical services and
equipment. Dr Salman said the project was subjected to
a full four-year study before implementing it to keep
track of obesity surgeries conducted in Kuwait. He
warned that according to WHO statistics, the obesity
rate in Kuwait is 38 percent, stressing that this calls for
changing children’s eating habits. 

Search for man
who threw trash
off causeway

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Relations and Security Information
Department said that a missing person whose picture was
published on social media was found dead, noting that he

drowned near Sharq. Police responded to a call and foren-
sics arrived at the scene, and the body was recovered. The
victim’s father was called in and he identified him.

String of fires
Firemen put out a fire in the warehouse of the edu-

cation ministry’s supplies department in Subhan. A call
was made about a fire in the electric equipment store,

prompting Subhan, Mubarak Al-Kabeer, Ardiya and
backup stations to respond and put out the blaze.
Investigations are being made to determine the cause
of the fire. Meanwhile, Fahaheel and Mangaf firemen
battled a blaze reported in a Fahaheel garage. The fire
was in an area that had paints and three cars. Firemen
contained the flames and prevented them from spread-
ing to other areas.

KUWAIT: A view of an education ministry warehouse in Subhan where a fire was
reported. Heavy damage inside a Fahaheel garage left by a fire.

Body found near Sharq

KUWAIT: As part of its
social program for the
holy month of Ramadan,
Ahli United Bank (AUB)
organizes its annual com-
petition for memorizing
the Holy Quran. This year,
there are six categories in
the competition. Two cat-
egories for male and
female employees where
they are to be tested in
memorizing Surat  As-
Saff, a category for
employees’ children (5-14
years) where they are to
be tested in memorizing Surat Al-Fajr and a category for
employees’ children (14-18 years) where they are to be
tested in memorizing Surat Noah. The competition will
also include a general category for (5-12 years) children
who they will be tested in memorizing Juz 29 and a general
category for (13-18 years) youth who will be tested in
memorizing Juz 27 of the Holy Quran. The bank designated
valuable prizes for the winners.

On this occasion, Abdullah Al-Shuaib; Head of Shariah
Internal Audit Department at Ahli United Bank said in a
press release:  “This  competition comes in a view of Ahli
United Bank concern to encourage Muslim  employees,
their children and Muslims in general to recite and memo-
rize the Holy Quran, and understand its numerous noble
meanings,” emphasizing that the best time for memoriza-
tion and recitation of the Holy Quran is the holy month of
Ramadan which fills hearts of the believers with love and
tranquility through worship and obedience and purifies
their souls.

Shuaib added: “At Ahli United Bank, we are always keen
to get our employees and their families involved in such
fruitful religious and social activities in Ramadan every
year. Moreover, all children and youth in Kuwait can par-
ticipate in this competition which foster the spirit of com-
petition in the memorization and recitation of the Holy
Quran in these blessed days.” Shuaib said that these pro-
grams which Ahli United Bank organizes regularly in the
Holy month of Ramadan are in line with the bank’s Social
mission and its commitment to support various beneficial
activities which contribute to educating and raising aware-
ness of all useful issues at religious and social levels.

AUB organizes
Ramadan Quran
competition

Abdullah Al-Shuaib

KUWAIT: The firefighting department at Kuwait Fire Service Directorate organized a mock exercise. The sce-
nario was about several fires - the first in a multi-storey building, the second in a tanker with highly-com-
bustible material, the third in a bakery and the fourth in a car involved in a collision. Capital fire center dealt
with the incidents. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun

People flock to dates market before Ramadan 

KUWAIT: The dates market at Kuwait’s old traditional Souq Al-Mubarakiya gets busy as the holy month of
Ramadan approaches. The fruit, which has many tasty varieties throughout the Gulf region, is a crucial opener
for the break of fast at sunset, following in the example of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).— KUNA


