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LOS ANGELES: C.J. McCollum scored 20
points as the Portland Trail Blazers held off a late
rally from the Denver Nuggets to score a series-
leveling victory in their NBA Western Confer-
ence playoff duel on Wednesday.

McCollum led the scorers in a hard-fought
97-90 victory on the road at Denver’s Pepsi
Center to tie the best-of-seven series at 1-1.
Portland talisman Damian Lillard had a relatively
quiet night, restricted to just 14 points after
shooting five-of-17 from the field.

However, double-digit contributions Enes
Kanter, Zach Collins, Rodney Hood and Al-
Farouq Aminu helped Portland get over the line.
“I really liked our approach in the first half, par-
ticularly the first quarter,” Blazers coach Terry
Stotts said.

“I thought we were a lot better offensively
than in game one. We did a better job on the ball.
I liked the tone we set for most of the game.” The
Blazers looked to be cruising towards a comfort-
able victory after a dominant first half, surging
into a 50-35 lead at the break.

They opened up a 17-point lead early in the
third quarter, and led by 14 heading into the final
period. That, however, was the cue for a sus-
tained Denver assault, with the Nuggets slowly
chipping away at the Portland lead.

A driving layup from Nikola Jokic put Denver
within five points at 95-90 with 34 seconds left
on the clock. But a foul by Mason Plumlee gifted

two free throws to Hood, who coolly drained
both attempts to take the Blazers 97-90 clear
with 17 seconds remaining.

Jokic led the Denver scorers with 16 points
while Jamal Murray added 15. Paul Millsap fin-
ished with 14 points. Stotts meanwhile praised
the defensive effort that restricted Jokic, but was
unhappy that the Serbian managed to haul down
14 rebounds throughout the game.

“I thought we pressured him a little bit more,”
Stotts said. “He didn’t get the clean looks that we
gave him in game one. He got too many offensive
rebounds in the fourth though. We were very
fortunate that we weren’t hurt as badly as we
could have been.”

Game three in the series takes place in Port-
land today. Nuggets coach Mike Malone said
Denver had struggled to match Portland’s phys-
ical approach in the first half. “In that first half
they were the aggressor, they were much more
physical,” Malone said. 

“But I’m extremely proud of the way they
came back in the second half. But we’ve got
to do it for 48 minutes and that was the most
disappointing thing about tonight-we brought
it in the second half but in the first half it was
not there.”

Stotts meanwhile had raised eyebrows
earlier, wearing a bowtie on the sidelines
during the game. The Blazers coach revealed
it was a tribute to video co-ordinator

Jonathan Yim, who was injured in a car crash
with his family last week.

“On Wednesdays, Jon would wear bowties

to the game, so tonight was bowtie Wednes-
day,” Stotts said. “I think bowties are unde-
feated this year.” — AFP

Trail Blazers hold off Denver
Nuggets to level playoff series

Stars double
up Blues, 
even series
DALLAS: Mats Zuccarello, Tyler
Seguin and Alexander Radulov each
collected a pair of assists as the
host Dallas Stars beat the St. Louis
Blues 4-2 on Wednesday night and
evened their Western Conference
semifinal series at two wins apiece.

Four different players scored
goals for Dallas, which got 27 saves
from Ben Bishop. Game 5 of the
best-of-seven series will be Friday
in St. Louis. With his team trailing 1-
0, Jason Dickinson put the Stars on
the board with an on-the-spot tally
at 11:23 of the first period. A point
shot went wide, but Seguin whacked
at the loose puck, and it came to a
wide-open Dickinson to bury for his
third goal of the playoffs.

Jason Spezza scored the go-
ahead goal on the power play with
52 seconds remaining in the open-
ing frame when he fired a rocket of
a slap shot from the top of the right
circle. Blues goalie Jordan Binning-
ton made a series of big saves early
in the second period, but his team’s

loose play finally proved costly
when John Klingberg scored the
eventual game-winning goal just
before the midway point. After yet
another St. Louis neutral-zone
turnover, the Stars rushed up the
ice, and Klingberg ripped a top-
corner shot after taking a cross-ice
pass from Seguin.

The hosts didn’t let up, and
rookie Roope Hintz made it a 4-1
affair late in the second period with
his fifth goal of the playoffs. Hintz
joined a three-on-two rush and fin-
ished a perfectly executed rush with
his wrist shot.

Vladimir Tarasenko opened the
scoring, putting the Blues ahead 1-
0 five minutes into the clash, and
Robert Thomas rounded out the
offense by scoring his first NHL
playoff goal with 6:16 left in the
third period.

Binnington stopped 27 shots for
the Blues, who lost on the road for
the first time in the playoffs. Bin-
nington also took a pair of penalties
at the end of the second period, a
rough call against Jamie Benn and a
slashing infraction on Bishop as
they headed to their respective
benches. The blood was boiling
after David Perron earlier slashed
Bishop on the back as the Dallas
goalie was behind his net playing
the puck. — AFP

DENVER: Zach Collins #33 of the Portland Trail Blazers shoots the ball against the Denver Nuggets
during Game Two of the Western Conference Semifinals of the 2019 NBA Playoffs at the Pepsi
Center in Denver, Colorado. — AFP

Leicester boss
Rodgers needs no
extra incentive 
to beat Man City
MANCHESTER: Leicester City manager Brendan Rodgers
says he has no extra motivation to do his former club Liv-
erpool a favour in the Premier League title race when his
side face Manchester City on Monday.

Liverpool can return to the top of the table if they
beat Newcastle United on Saturday but will only be in
pole position to clinch the league title on May 12 if
Rodgers’ Leicester can claim a point or better at the
Etihad Stadium.

Yet Rodgers, who went agonisingly close to winning
the league with Liverpool in 2013-14, is only focused on
his job at Leicester. “I am employed by Leicester. My

focus is on Leicester City. There’s no comparison re-
ally,” Rodgers told a news conference yesterday. “It’s
exciting to be involved but my thoughts are solely with
Leicester and doing what we can to get a result. “Liv-
erpool back then was at a different stage. We had young
players, loan players. We went from eighth to second in
a couple of years so it’s a different dynamic. We de-
served to finish second.”

Leicester, who beat Arsenal 3-0 in their last league out-
ing, are in contention for a potential Europa League qual-
ification spot, lying three points behind seventh-placed
Wolverhampton Wanderers.

Youri Tielemans, on loan from Monaco, has con-
tributed three goals and four assists in his 11 league games
since arriving in January and Rodgers remains hopeful the
midfielder will sign a permanent deal to extend his stay at
the end of the campaign. “He came here in January be-
cause he wasn’t getting game time,” Rodgers added. “I
think what Leicester have shown him is the opportunity
that is here for any player, and in particular a young
player. “He has got a wonderful platform and base here to
continue that development if there is something that is
agreed between the clubs.”  — Reuters

Everton to play 
friendly in Kenya
NAIROBI: English Premier League side Everton will
travel to Kenya in July for a friendly against local cham-
pions Kariobangi Sharks, officials said yesterday. Everton
will play Kariobangi, the 2019 title holders of East Africa’s
biggest football tournament, the SportPesa Cup, in
Nairobi on July 7.

Ronald Karauri, the chief executive of Everton-sponsor
SportPesa, said Kariobangi would put up a fight after com-
ing out victorious in a number of local competitions in re-

cent months.  “These boys have all it takes to host Everton
for this historic match. It will be a record-making match as
well as a much-needed catalyst to boost careers in local
football as well as sports development in the country,” he
said in a statement.

Everton became the first Premier League club to ever play
in East Africa when they visited Tanzania in July 2017 to face
Kenyan side Gor Mahia. The visitors won 2-1 in that friendly
sponsored by betting company SportPesa, which is the offi-
cial sponsor of both Everton and Gor Mahia. The Kenyan side
travelled to Liverpool in November 2018 to face Everton
again, where they lost 4-0 at Goodison Park. Football, par-
ticularly the top European competitions, is hugely popular in
Kenya and across the African continent.  — AFP


