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Chateau Royal d’Amboise - Leonardo’s final resting place

The marble statue of Leonardo in Milan’s Piazza della Scala

king. Francois I offered him the title ‘Pre-
mier Painter, Engineer and Architect of the
King’, along with several hundred gold
crowns per year. To embrace the opportu-
nity (and its astonishing salary), Leonardo
undertook a difficult Alpine crossing
aboard a mule. For present-day travellers,
it’s much more comfortable: an overnight
train (or budget flight) to Paris, followed by
a scenic onward connection to Amboise.

Now in his 60s, comfortably ensconced
in this elegant chateau, Leonardo spent his
final years feverishly finessing scientific
theories. Peep inside Leonardo’s old bed-
room, complete with richly carved four-
poster bed and a huge fireplace, and
imagine him at work in his old study.

Close by is the Chateau Royal d’Am-
boise, formerly a pleasure palace for
French royals. In a solitary chamber within
this marvel of Flamboyant Gothic architec-
ture, an ageing Leonardo wrote a will to
bestow land and vineyards upon his broth-
ers and a cherished pupil. His final resting
place is the castle’s Chapel of Saint-Hu-
bert, where he was reinterred after an ar-
chaeological dig in 1863 unearthed his
bones. Debates still rage over whether
these are truly the master’s remains - yet
another of Leonardo’s many mysteries.

Honoring Leonardo: Special 
events in 2019

Museums and galleries across Europe
are marking the polymath’s 500th anniver-
sary with special exhibitions:

Florence, Italy: Events at the Museo
Galileo include a spotlight on Leonardo’s
library (June to late September 2019) and
the quest for perpetual motion (mid-Octo-
ber 2019 to mid-January 2020). The
Palazzo Vecchio explores Leonardo’s rela-
tionship with Florence (late March to late
June 2019) and probes the mystery of his
lost painting The Battle of Anghiari (late
February 2019 to mid-January 2020). The
Palazzo Strozzi offers a retrospective on
artist Andrea del Verrocchio, under whom
Leonardo was a pupil, and displays the
only known sculpture by Leonardo (mid-
March to mid-July 2019).

Paris, France: The Louvre’s exhibition
promises the grandest showing of
Leonardo’s art, including The Virgin of the
Rocks, La Belle Ferronniere and the Mona
Lisa (late October 2019 to late February
2020).

Milan, Italy: The Pinacoteca Am-
brosiana’s series of exhibitions shines a
light on Leonardo’s engineering acumen
(mid-March to mid-June 2019), his years in
France (mid-June to mid-September 2019)
and his legacy (late September 2019 to
mid-January 2020).

London, UK: The British Library’s Mind
in Motion exhibition will display three of
Leonardo’s most important notebooks to-
gether, allowing visitors to see his scien-
tific insights in his own handwriting (early
June to early September 2019).

Vinci, Italy: In the town of Leonardo’s
birth, the Museo Leonardiano will host an
exhibition of Leonardo’s early drawings
(mid-April to mid-October 2019).

Rome, Italy: The Science Before Science
exhibition at the Scuderie del Quirinale ex-
amines Leonardo’s technological and sci-
entific achievements (mid-March to June
2019). —  (www.lonelyplanet.com)


